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tn:K WAITER DE PASSAC AND SIR WlLLtAM DE 

' LIGNAC ADVISE THE' 'KINO OF CASTILLB* SOT TO 

lltSK A' BATTLE BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THB 

DUKE OF BOUABOi^. A PARTY OF THE EN^JtlSH 

' SKIRMISH WiTH THE GARrfelSOKF OF VIIjALPANDO. 

THE DUKE OF ilANCAStER I^ biSPIRltED BY 

hW own ill' HEALTii A'ND'Trffe GREAT SICK- 

NEl^S OF mt armV. 

• «• • ti •*.,*' i f .* 

nPHE king of Caftille, oh Hearing that the king 
of Portugal and the duke of Lancafter were 
faft approaching with fo great a force, was much 
alarmfed, and fent for fir Walter de Paffac and fir 
WiHiam de Lignac, to whom he faid, — *I am ex- 
ceedingly furprifed that the duke of Bourbon is 
not arrived. Our enemies have taken the field, 
and, if no one oppofe them, will deftroy my whole 
country. My fubjeSs arq very difcontented that 
we. do not offer them combat. Tell me, my fair 
firs, how I had bed a£l.* 
•VpL. IX. B Thefe 
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Thefe two lords^ who, from great experience, 
knew more of arms than the king, and for this had 
they been fent from France to Caftille, replied, — 
^ Sir king, depend upon it, the duke of Bourbon 
will come. On his arrival, we will confider what 
is to be done ; but, until then, do not make any 
preparations to meet your enemies. Let them 
make what excurfions they pleafe: they keep the 
field, and we the towns and caftles, which are well 
provided with every thing, and garrifoned by good 
men at arms. They are fuffering from the heat 
of the fun and weather, while we enjoy the fhade 
and refrefhing breezes. They have found the 
country wafted, and the further they advance they 
will have fo much the greater fcarcity of forage. 
It was for the chance of their entering your 
country, that all the fmall forts have been demo- 
lifhed, wherein the farmers intended placing their 
wealth. Thb was, fir king, wifely done j for they 
would by their means have been enabled to keep 
poffeffion of thofe parts where they now are ; but 
at prefent they can find nothing but what they have 
brought with them, except the great heat of a bum- 
^mg fun, which you may be aifured muft foon de- 
(Iroy them. Though all your towns and caftles 
are well provided and garrifoned, we can believe 
that fome may be attacked and won, for that is the 
delight of men at arms. In fuch way they bve to 
pafs their time, and for this do they feek adventures 
through the world. Do not, therefore, be any way 
ciift down J for in this bufinefs, we engage, you 
(hall not fuflfer any great lofs.* 

ITiis 
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This fpecch gready comforted the king gf Caf- 
tUle, and he was well pleafed with them, for he felt 
that what they had faid was truth. 

We will return to the duke of Lancafter and the 
king of Portugal, who, though they kept the field, 
would have willingly gained fonie town to. refrefli 
themfelves; for the fbragers could not find any 
thing, and were forced to unite in large bodies for 
fear of ambufcades. They were fo hard preffed, 
that when, ,in their excurfions, they faw at a diftance 
a large village, they were rejoiced, and cried out, 
* Come quick : let us haften to that village, where 
we (hall find enough to forage and to enrich our- 
felves/ They haftened their march} but, when 
arrived, they found only the bare walk : there were 
neither inhabitants, nor even a dog, nor fowl, fo 
completely had the French ruined this part of the 
country. They thus loft their time and expefta- 
tions, and returned to their lords empty handed. 
Their horfes were in forry condition from the want 
of proper food, and they were fortunate whenlever 
they could meet with any green paflures. Some 
were fo feeble they could not advance, and dropt 
dead on the road, through famine and heat. Their 
mafters were not in a much better condifion, from 
fevers caufed by the oppreffive heat in the day, and 
the chill of the nights, without having any thing 
proper to refrefli or recover themfelves. Thus was 
it in the duke's armyj for the Englifli have a 
weaker conftitution than the Portuguefe, who bore 
all thefe difficulties without hurt, being hardy and 
accuftomed to the climate of Caftille* In this me« 
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lancholy.ftate *efeth^ Erielf^'i many died'^cff their 
diforders*, more efpeciallV TiicH as were not v^dR'^U 
tended, and had not wljefewithalt to pro^'de pr6pe1: 
remedies. 

Sir Richard Biir ley, fir! Thomas Percy, the lord 
Fitzwalter, fir IVTaubrun de liim'eres, fir John Id'Artl- 
breticotirt, Thierry and Wiyiaiii. de Soiimiin, with 
two hundred lances of fucjb as were defirous to feek 
renown, mounted the beft horfes in the irmy, with 
the intent to furprile the frericli^ garrifpri in'Vilal- 
pandbr They had heard that fir Oliver du Guefclin, 
conftable of Caftille, had with hini ther,e,iri garrifon, 
fome of tBe ableft knights of France. Theyleft the 
army one' morning, after drinking a ciip^ equipped 
like foragers, and came to a fmall brook "that funi$ 
below Vilalpando, which they cfofled,' tiy Ipufriiig 
thi?irliones over it. The ^larij:! viras fooh fpfead 
through the town, that ' the Englifh were at the 
barriers. '/You would ha^^ feen, had you been 
there when this was known, ^kniglits arming 'thetil- 
leive3 haftily, and advancing towards the lodgings 
of the conftable, feryants faddling horfes and hur- 
rying with them to their mafters. 

Sir Oliver du Guefclin would have reft rained his 
<:ompanions from fallying forth to meet the Eriglifli, 
had he been able ; but their courage was too im- 
petuous, fo out they fallied, gallantly mounted on 
horfes th^t had been inaftive and well fed. Among 
the firft were, fir John des Barres, the vifcount de 
Befliere, fir Robert and fir John xie Braquemont, 
fir Peter de Villaines, fir Triftan de la Jaille. 

When the Englilh had made their courle before 
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the town, the/ rq)afled the brook in the fame man- ' 
ner as beforehand retreated to a large fand bank^., 
Mrhen they drew up hi handfome array, about three , 
bow-fhots diftant from the brook. The french 
knights advanced, /houting theit cries, with their 
fpears in their reds ; and, when near, the £ngli(h 
being prepared, fluck fpurs into their horfes to 
meet them. The (hock was very great ; and fe- 
veral of each fide were unhorfed on the fand. This 
would not have ended fo fpeedily, and other wea- 
pons would ha.ve been reforted to when the lances 
failed ; t^ut the duft, from the movements of the 
horfes, was fo great and difagreeable, they could not 
know each other : their horfes were covered with 
dufl; as well as themfelves ; and it was in fuch clouds 
that they could not breathe without fwallowing 
large mouthfuls. This caufed the attack to ceafe, 
and the French and Englifh to withdraw from the 
combat : the firft returned to Vilalpando. There 
wa^ not any one flain, nor much hurt, on either 
fide. 

The engliih knights went not more than one 
league beyond Vilalpando before they returned to 
their army, when they difarmed themfelves ; for 
they were feized with fevers and other diforders, 
which brought them to death's door. 

The duke of Lancafter was greatly difpiriced, and 
knew not how to aft ; for he faw his army daily 
wafting away, and was grieved to find that the 
greater and better part were confined to their beds. 
He himfelf was fo unwell, that if he had not been 
afraid to diihearten his men, he would gladly have 

kept 



kept his chamber. He addrefled himfelf to the 
king of Portugal, and defired him to fay what, in 
the prefent circumftances, fhould be don^ ; for he 
was much alarmed at this mortality in his army. 

The king replied; * That, from appearances, it 
did not feem probable the Caftillians would offer 
them combat at this feafon ; for they Ihewed more 
inclination that they fhould wade themfelves and 
their provifion.* * How then would you advife 
me to aft ?' afked the duke. * I will tell you,* an- 
fwered the king : ^ as the weather is now fo ex< 
ceedingly hot, I would advife that you march your 
army into Galicia, and give your men permifCon 
to recruit themfelves wherever they pleafe; but to 
return prepared to recommence the campaign in 
March or April. Endeavour to procure large 
reinforcements from England, under the command 
of one of your brothers,. and provifion in plenty for 
the winter feafon. A kingdom is not foon con- 
quered, nor a climate inftantly rendered agreeablij^to 
the conflitutions of ftrangers. Your army will be 
quartered in the different towns now under your 
obedience, and will pafs their time as well as they 



can.* 



^ This may be right,' faid the duke ; ^ but the 
confequences will be, that as foon as our enemies 
fhall know we have feparated, and are acquainted 
that you are retired to Portugal with your army, 
and I with mine to St. Jago or Corunna, they will 
take the field ; for I have heard that the king of 
Caftille has four thoufand lances, French and Bre- 
tons, and h^ will colleft as many, or more, in his 
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own country. Add to this, that the duke of Bour* 
bon is on his march with two thoufand men at' 
arms, and will be eager to fignalize himfelf on his 
arrival* Now, confider, fliould all this force enter 
Oalicia, what is there to oppofe it ? Before we can 
colled our men and form a jun£iion, they will 
have done us confiderable damage/ 

* Well, then,' replied the king of Portugal, * in 
the name of God, let us keep the field: my men 
are frefli and unhurt, and equally willing with my- 
felf to abide the event/ The conference now broke 
up ; and it was refolved they would wait the arrivSl 
of the duke of Bourbon, to fee if, when he had 
joined the Caftillians, they would offer them battle. 
The Englifh and Portuguefe defired nothing more 
eagerly ; for the feafon was paffing, and the heat in- 
creating : it was about St. John's day, when the 
funis at its height, and intolerably hot, efpedally in 
Gaftille, Granada, and countries far to the fouth. 
There had not fallen any rain nor dew fince the be- 
ginning of April, fo that the whole country was 
burnt up. The Englifh ate plentifully of grapes 
wherever they found themj and, to quench their 
thirfl, drank of the flrong wines of Caftille and 
Portugal : but the more they drank the more they 
were heated ; for this new beverage inflamed thqjr 
livers, Jungs and bowels, and was in its eScQ. to* 
tally different from their ufual liquors. The Eng- 
lifh, when at home, feed on frefh meats and good 
rich ale, which is a diet to keep their jbodies whole-' 
fome } but now they were forced to drink hard and 
hot wines, of which they were not fparing, to 
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drown dieir cares. The early part of the night is 
warm, from the great heat of the day, but, toward ' 
fun-rife, it is very cold, which afflided them forely ; 
for they flept without covering, and quite naked, 
from the heat of the weather, and the wine, fo that 
when morning camei they were chilled by the 
change of air, which checked all perfpiration, and 
flung them into fevers and fluxes, fo as to carry 
them oflf inftantiy to their graves. Thus died very 
xomy of the. barons and knights, as Well as^of th$ 
Ipwer ranks} for thefe ^ifprder^ fpared none; 



CHAP- 11. 

# 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER DISBANDS HIS ARMf. — 
THREE ENGLISH KNIGHTS, HAVING OBTAINED 
PASS|>ORTS, WAIT ON THE KING OF CASTILLE, 
TO NEGOTIATE A RETREAT. FOR THE ^EN AT 
ARMS THROUGH HIS KINGDOM. 

» . . • 

r^OOD or evil fortune depends upon a trifle. 
You may readily believe that the duke of Lan- 
cafter, having gained a footing in Caftille, would 
never have loft, by any defeat in battle, fuch num^ 
bers as he was now daily doing by ficknefs. He 
himfelf was almoft dead of the pefl:ilence I have 
mentioned. Sir John Holland, confl:able of the 
army, faw, with great concern, the miferable iitua- 
t^on it was in from this diforder, from which fcarcely 
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on^ efcaped ; and was forced, daily, to hear tfai^ 
complaints of high and low, in fuch terms as thef^ 
-r-*Ah, my lord of Lancafter, why have you- 
brought us to Caftille ? Accurled be the expedition* 
He does not, probably, wifh that any Englifhrnam 
ihould ever again quit his country to ferve him%^ 
He feems refolved to kick againfl the pricks. He. 
will have his men guard the country he has: 
conquered ; but when they fhall all be dead, who* 
will then guard it ? He ihews but poor knowledge 
of war ; for, when he faw that no one came to op* 
pofe him, why did he not make an opportune re« 
treat, into Portugal or elfewhere, to avoid the loflfes; 
Tie muft now fuffer; for we fliall all dfe of the coAf^ 
founded diforder, and without having flruck a 
blow/ 

Sir John Holland was much hurt on hearing 
fuch language, for the honour of the duke^ whofe 
daughter he had married ; and, as it was increafmg^ 
he determined to remonftrate with him on their 
fituation, which he could, from his connexion, more 
ireely do than any other. He therefore addrefTed 
him,—* My lord, you muft immediately alter your 
plans, for your army is wholly laid up with ficknefs. 
If any attack fliould be now made on you, you 
could not draw any fervice from it ; for the m6n 
are all worn down and difcontented, and their 
hories.dead. Both high and low are fo difcouraged 
by this diforder, that I repeat,, you muft not expeO; 
any iervice from them/ ' What can 1 do ?' replied 
the diike : ' I wifh to have fuch advice as is reafon- 
able^* ' My lord/ faid fir John Holland, « I think 

you 
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you had befl give permiffion for your men to retire 
whithcrfoever they pleafe; and I would advife that 
you yourfelf go to Portugal, or return to Galicia, 
for you are not in a ftate to undergo hardfliips.' 
* That is well confidered/ anfwered the duke : ' I 
confent to what you propofe ; and you may give 
our men notice, that I permit them to go into Caf- 
tille, France, or wherever elfe they may choofe, fo 
they enter not into any treaty with our enemies ; 
for I clearly fee this campaign is over, I^et them 
•be fully paid for their fervices as far as our treafury 
can go, and alfo for the expences of their journey, 
and then make our chancellor deliver them their 
difcharge,* 

The conftable replied, that he would fee this 
done. He ordered the intentions of the duke to be 
fignified throughout the army by found of trumpet, 
and gave notice to the captains to come to him with 
their accounts, when they would be fettled and paid, 
to their fatisfadUon. This order was agreeable to 
all, particularly to thofe who hoped change of air 
would reftore them to health. The barons and 
knights held a council how they were to return to 
England : by fea it was impoflible, for they had no 
veffels, and were at a diftance from any fea-port* 
They were befides fo emaciated and weak, from the 
fevers and fluxes, that they would have been unable 
to bear a fea voyage. Having confidered the mat- 
ter well, they found they had no other choice than 
through France ; but fome faid, — * How can we ga 
thither? we have enemies in all the countries we 
jnuft pals. Fir ft, there is Caftille : we a^e now 
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carrying on a defl:ru6Uve war againfl: it : then Na* 
Tarre and Arragon* Thefe two kingdoms are allied^ 
the one to CafUlley and the other to France. Ar- 
ragon has already (hewed its fpite, for the fendfchal 
of Bourdeaux informs us, that fince our arrival in 
this country, he has thrown the archbifhop of Bour- 
deaux into prifon at Barcelona, who had gone 
thither to demand from the king the arrears that 
are due to England. Should we fend to aik paff- 
ports from France, the journey would take up too 
much . time ; and, when our meffenger ihould be 
arrived, we have little hopes that the king, who is 
yoxmg, or his council, would grant them ; for the 
conftable of France, fir Oliver de CliiTon, hates us 
mortally, and this is increafed by his imagining his 
enemy, the duke of Brittany, intends turning to 
England/ Others, who were farther lighted and 
of more fenfe, faid, — ^ Let all doubts be laid alide. 
The beft thing we can do is to try the king of Caf- 
tille, who may perhaps not only allow us to pafs 
peaceably through his country, but alfo obtain &>r 
lis the fame permifTion from Arragon, France and 
' Navarre/ 

This meafure was adopted, and a herald, called 
Derby, fent for, to whom were given letters ad- 
drefled to the kii^ of Caftille. The herald fet o£f^ 
and followed the road to Medina del Campo, where 
the king then refided. When in his prefence, he 
caft himfelf on his knees and prefented his letters^ 
which were written in French, When the king 
had read them, and underflood their meaning, he 
imiled^ and, turning to a knight who was the 
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ftc^rd of his fioufchold, faid^— 5 Take care of this 
herald : he ihall have his anfwer to-night, that he 
HKiy return early to-morrow morjaing/ 

The king entered his clofet, and fent for fir 
Walter de PaUac and fir William de Lignac, to 
whom he fhewed.the letters, and afked what anfwer 
he (hould fend. The fubftance of thefe letters was, 
in a few words, as follows. : Sir John Holland^ con- 
ftable of the englifli army, defired the king of >Caf- 
tille to fend paflports for three knights to come, to 
him and return, that they might have a conferieace 
with him. 

The two knights replied, — * It will, my lord, be 
right that you grant thefe paflports, for then you 
will know what it is they want/ ' I agree to it,* 
faid the king, and inftamly ordered a paffport to be 
drawn out for the coming and return of fix knights, 
if it were agreeable to the conftable, with their at- 
tendants. When this was fealed with the great 
feal, and with the king's fignet, it was given to the 
herald, and twenty francs with it : having received 
the whole, he returned to the duke of Lancafter 
and the conftable at Orenfe. 

The herald gav£ the conftable the paffport, who 
appointed fir Maubrun de Linieres, fir Thomas Mb- 
reaux and fir Johii d? Ambreticourt, ambaffadors to 
the king of Caftille. They fet off as foon as pof- 
fible, for there was much want of phyficians and 
medicines, as well as of frefii meat for the numerous 
fick who were fcattered in different parts. Thefe 
ambaffadors paffed through Vilalpando, where fir 
Oliver du Guefclin received them handfomely, and 

entertained 



IS 

entertained them' at fupper. On'tfte 'teiorrott^ ciirt 
cf the -knights ' caited Tirrternacfif/ a .Btctoni wai 
their condudorj^ to fecure them agafnffrthe ihiftieft 
du^ parties of Bretbns^ *^;^rch iSeffeabrbaili^ ^ 

''They arrived fafety^ at Medinaf <ittFCain]^d,'WHW* 
they fcilnd the Jtihg-TiWpaticnt to'fcrt^ fiid 

brought them thither. When they had refirfhed 
and dreffed themfelves. at an hotel that had beea 
prepared for them, they were cendufted by fome 
knights of the houfehold to the prefence of the 
king, who apparently received them with pleafure^ 
They prefented him letters frohi the conflable, but 
from none elfe ; for the duke of Lancafter excufed 
hifiifelf, and would iiot^ zt thi$ titn^, n» on fuch: ^ 
liibjea, write to him. ^• 

The knights and f^tlires of Ffilice \Mp6 not pre- 
fent at this interview; although -^tf' vftert of the 
kind's privy coundt,~and nodimg wai^ddWe^ feed- 
ing the war wfthouVtheir eonfenti - The ambSvflfa- 
dorsaddreffed the king, faying; ' Sir king, we are 
come hither on the plart cf the cottJUaMfeof tlkiii^i^ 
the duke of Lancafter has brbiight froth En^and* 
But unfortunately very great fickneflci and 'm^rtai- 
lity have befallen it : the conftable therefore eni- 
treats, that you would have the goodnefs to oped 
your . country and towns to fuch as may defire td 
try change of air for the recovery -of their health, 
if it may be recovered, and to enter your towns t6 
recruit their ftrength ; and if fome fhould wilh t6 
return to England by land, he begs you would in- 
tereft yourfelf with the kings of France and Na- 
varre^ that they m^y, at their awncofts, freely pafs 
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thtough their territories, in their way home* This 
is the fole obje££ of our mifCon^ and the requeft we 
have to make you/ 

The king very gracioufly replied, * We will 
ccmfider what will be proper for us to do, and give 
you our anfwer/ The knights replied, they were 
iatisfied* 



CHAP. ni. 

THE ENGLISH AMBASSADORS OBTAIN PASSPORTS FROftl 
THE KING FOR THEIR SICK TO PASS IN SAFETY 

-THROUGH CASTILLE, OR TO REMAIN THERE, TO 
RECOVER THB01 HEALTH,-— MANY KNIGHTS AN© 
SQUIRES DIE IN CASTILLE,— -THE DUKE OF LAN- 

- . CASTER DANGEROUSLY ILL AT SANT JAGO. 

npHE englifh knights, on taking leave of the 
king, went to their lodgings, where they re- 
mained until the third day, when they returned to 
the palace. TJie king of Caflille was much re- 
joiced at their requeft ; for he faw there would be 
an end of the war for a long time, when his ene- 
mies folicited leave to march peaceably through 
his kingdom. He was determined what anfwer' 
to make, though his council had advifed otherwifq; 
and, wifhing to pay due honour to the french 
knights, he fent for fir Walter de Paflac and fir 
William de Lignac. Having explained to them 
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the objed: of the englifh knights' embaiTyy and thci 
tequeft of the conflable, he demanded from them 
how he fhould ad j and defired fir Walter to give 
him his opinion. 

Sir Walter was unwilling to fpeak before the 
members of the council ; but, as the king would 
have it fo, he faid, — ^ Sir, matters are come to the 
conclufion we always foretold, that your enemies 
would be worn down and deftroyed, without 
flxiking a blow. Since their fick fo humbly alk 
afliflance and comfort in your country, you fhould 
grant their requed ; but on condition that, if they 
recover^ they do not return to the duke of Lan- 
cafler or to the king of Portugal, but conunue 
their road flraight homeward, and that they en- 
gage not to bear arms againft you, nor the realni 
of Caflille, for the term of fix years* We alfo 
hope you may be fuccelstur in obtaining leave for 
them to pafs with fafety through Navarre and 
France/ 

The king was well contented with this advice^ 
for it was what he was inclined to ; and he was uw 
different what terms were made, fo that he got rid 
of the Englifh. He replied to fir Walter ; * You 
have loyally counfelled me, and I thank you : it 
fhall be done as you propofe/ 

The englifh knights were fent for, and conduced 
into the prefence chamber, where were the king 
and his whole council. The bi(hop of Byrgos, as 
chancellor, and a great orator, thus addreffed 
tbem i • Ye knights of England, attached to the 
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auke' of Lancafter, wh6 have bcfen fent mther hf 
his conftable, liftcn to the anfwcr the king gives ta 
your requefts. Out of his great pity and good- 
nels, he is defirous of doing to his enemies all the 
kiridnefs ili his power.' On your return- to'the 
ephftable, you will tell him from the king of 
tlaftille, that he may pubiifh, by found of trumpet, 
thl'oughout his army, that this country is open and 
rfcady to receive fick or well, all knights, fqiiirei 
and their attendants, who may be defiijous ff 
coming hither, on condition that, at the gates of 
whatever city or town they may wifh to enter, 
they there lay afide their armour and arms, when 
they will be* condufted, by thofe ordered for the 
putpbfe, to hotels prepared for them. They will 
then havfe th^ir names written down and deKvertd 
to the governor, in ordier that thofe who may havd 
refided in any towns may not, on atriy pretext" 
Whkteveri return to Galicia ot- Portugal, hut quit 
the country as foon as may be. In addiaon, tht 
fcng of Caftrlle engages to obtain a fafe palTage for 
Ti/ch as may intend to go to Calais, or any other 
fe^-port they may choofe,- in Brittany, Saintonge, 
Normandy or Picardy, through the kingdoms of 
France and Navarre, It is the king's command, 
that thofe knights and fquires, of whatever nation 
they be, who Ihall undertake this journey, do not 
bear arms againft the kingdom of Caftille, under 
any pretence, for the fpace of fix years : this they 
will folemnly fwear to obferve at the time the paff- 
ports are delivered to them. You will carry with 
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you all.thefe conditions, fairly written, to thd edit*, 
fiable^ and to your companions v^ho have fent you 
hither/ 

The knights thanked the king and his council 
for the anfwer they had received, but added, * they 
Tvould not fay that all the conditions fhould be ac«. 
cepted : if they were not, they would fend back 
their herald; and, fliould he not return, they 
might conclude the whole were accepted.' * We 
are fatisfied,' replied the council. 

' The king, withdrew to his clofet j but fir Walter 
de Paffac and fir William de Lignac remained with 
the knights, and conduced them to a handfome 
apartment where a dinner was provided for them. 
They all dined together : when dinner was over, 
they partook of wines and fpices in the king'9 
clofet, and then took their leave, as their pafies 
were ready for them. On their return to their 
h6tel, they inftantly mounted their horfes ; 'for 
the king's harbingers had fupplied them with all 
things at his expenfe, and, leaving Medina, they 
rode to Villeclope, where they lay that night. On 
the morrow, they dined at Vilalpando, and lay at 
Noya. TJie next day they came to Orenfe, where 
they found the conftable. During the time they 
had been on this embafly, the lord Fitzwalter *^ 

* Lord Fitlzwalter. See Dugdale^ who. mentions his gallantry 
in the attack, on the block-houfe, before Bred, but omits taking 
notice of bis death in Spain. Indeed be only fays, that—' he 
departed 'this life the year enfuing (iOth Richard 11.) on a 
Wednefday preceding the feaft of St. Michael.' 

This does not tally with the feafon of the year when the heats 
are fo great ia Spain. 

Vol, IX. C one 
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one of the greatefl: barons in the duke's army, had 
died : he was a valisuit knight, and much lament- 
ed; but none can ftrive againfl: death. His ob- 
fequies were very honourably performed, and the 
king of Portugal and the duke of Lancafter at- 
tended them. 

The three knights waited on the duke, to Ihew 
him their papers^ and relate what they had feen and 
heard. Some faid, the conditions were hard ; but 
others denied it, and faid they were courteous 
enough, confidering the fituation and ganger they 
were in. It was known in the army, that the duke 
would difcharge all who deiired it, and that they 
might enter Caftille with fafcty. Thofe who were 
ill, or feeble, and wifhed to phange the air, took 
leave of the duke and conflable, and left the army 
as foon as they were able ; but, before their de- 
parture, many received their whole pay in hard 
money, others had fuch fufEcient fecurity for it, 
fo that they were all well contented. Some went 
to Vilalpando, others to Ruelles, to Noya, to Me- 
dina del Campo, to Caleforis or to St. Phagom 
They were every where well received, and had 
k>dgings found them, and had their names written 
down and given to the different governors in the 
manner I have mentioned. 

The greater part of the nobility went to Vilal- 
pando, becaufe it was garrifoned by forieigner% 
Bretons, French, Normans and Poitevins, under 
die command of fir Oliver du GuefcUn* Tbt 
Engliih had more confidence in tjbofe I have named^ 
and with reafon, than ux the CaftiUians. 

Thus 
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l%ius was the es^pedition of the duke of Lan* 
cafter put an eAd to^ and every one fought the 
beft be could for himielf. You may fuppofe thh 
was a Utter difappointment to the duke, for he 
iaw all his ambitious expectations annihilated : he 
bore, however, his misfortune like a gallant prince 
as he was, for he perceived he could not any way 
amend it. 

I1ie king of Portugal, finding the bufinefs was 
over, difmified his army^ retaining only three hun* 
dred fpears, and left Orenfe, with the duke of 
Lancaller, who returned with his duchefs to Sant 
Jago de Compoftella. 

The king remained there with them four days : 
6n the fifth he departed, with all who had accom-< 
panied him, for Oporto, where his queen reGded. 

I mufl: now relate what befel many of thofe 
knights and fquires who, on leaving the duke, had 
retbed into Caftille, and were lodged in different 
towns. Thofe who had been afflided with the 
diforder, notwithftanding they had changed the 
air ind medicines, could never recover, and feveral 
died in Vtlalpando. Many barons and knights of 
England died in their beds, to the great lofs of 
thdr comitry, while the king of Caftille was ob- 
taining for them paflports to travel through Na- 
tafre and France ; but the diftance, and other ob- 
fticlen, delayed the accomplifhment. 

Three great and powerful barons died at YihU 
(iMdo ; fir Richard Burley, who had been chief 
marlhal of the army, the lord Pointngs*, and fir 

* Lord Poinings. See Dugdale, 
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Henry Percy, coufm-german to the earl of North- 
umberland. Sir Maubrun de Linieres died at 
Noya: he was a valiant and able knight from 
Poitou. Lord Talbot*, a great baron in Wales, 
died at Ruelles : and of this peftilence there died, 
in different places, twelve potent barons, full eighty 
knights, and two hundred fquires, all gentlemen. 
Confider what an unfortunate lofs this was, and tq 
be fuftained without having a battle or ftriking a 
blow. Of archers and other men, upwards of 
live hundred died ; and 1 was told by an englifli 
knight with - whoni 1 converfed, on his return 
. through France, whofe n^me was fir ITiomas 
Queenfbury, that of fifteen hundred men at arms 
and about four thoufand archers whotn the duke 
of Lancafter had brought with him from England, 
not one half ever returned home. 

The duke of Lancafter fell dangeroufly fick, and 
became very low fpirited, at Sant Jago. He was 
fo ill, that it was frequently reported through 
Caftille and France that he was dead : indeed, he 
very narrowly efcaped. Thierry de Soumain, who 
was of great valour and fquire of the body to the 
diike, was attacked by this diforder, and died at 
Betancos. - He was born in Hainault, and his death 
was much bewailed. His brother. William con- 
tinually attended him during his illnefs, by which 
he ran great rifk of his life. You mufl: know, 
that there were none fo bold, fo rich or fo fair, but 
were afraid, and were daily expeding death. The 

* This muft be a miftake, for lord Talbot did not die until 
the 20lh Richard II.— Dugdale, 
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diforder folely attacked the duke's army, for the \ ^* 

French were no way aflfeded. This caufed great ^\ 

murmurings among them and the Caflillians : they 

faid, * The king allows thefe Englifh to recruit 

themfelves in his towns, which may coft us dear 

by their bringing the diforder among us.' But 

others replied, ' They are Chriftians like ourfelves, 

and we ought to have compaffion on each other/ 

True it is-, that at this period a french knight died 

in Caftille, who was greatly lamented ; for he was 

courteous, gallant and bold in arms : his name was 

fir John de Roye, and he was brother-german to 

fir Triftan, fir Reginald and fir Lancelot de Roye* 

I will relate the caufe of his death. While ia 

garrifon in a town of Caftille, called Segbonne, he 

had an impofthume in his body. Being young 

and lufty, he paid no attention to it, and one day 

mounting his courfer, in galloping him over the 

plains, this impofthume broke. On his return, he 

was laid on the bed, and all feemed well, but on 

the fourth day he died* There were very great 

lamentations made after him by all hia friends : he 

was deferving of them for his amiable charader 

and gallantry in arms. 
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CHAP, IVt 

SIR JOHIf HOiLANp TAKES LEAVE OF THE PUKE Op 
iANQ^STEK, AND RETURNS WiTH HIS LADY, 
THROUQH CASTILLE, NAVARRE AND BAYONNFj^ 
TO BORPEAUX.----SIB. JOHN d'aMBRETX COURT 
G0t:5 TO PARIS^ TO ACCOMPLISH ' A DEED OP 
AIIM3 WITH THE LORD BOUaCAUT. 

J^OTWITHSTANPING this difordcr wa$ fa 
very i{ife(£Uou$ t^t the gr^s^ter part of the 
EngUfh fled from ^t, fir John HoUai;id and feveral 
Iknights and fquires remained with the duke. The 
knights, fei^iiig th^re was an end tp the war« were 
impatieiit to change the air, and (aid to the con? 
'ftjihl^, — < Sir^ j)ernHt us to fet out on our return 
to Stayqniie. or Bordeitux^ tp efcape the effe^ of 
thia peftileucej) for our lord of Limicafler defires it. 
When he ih^U wifli to have qui* fervices, he can 
eafily fo do by writing his conupands i and we ihall 
ferve him more effectually when we have recovered 
our health than in the ftate of languor we now fa- 
tally experience.' They repeated this fo often that 
fir John Holland told the duke of their difcontents. 
The duke anfwered^ — * Sir John, I am willing 
that you and fuch knights as choofe, fet out on 
your return home, and that you take all our people 
with you. Recommend me to my lord the king, 

and 



25 

and falute from me my brothers, and fuch and 
fuch perfons, whom he named.' 

* I will cheerfully do fo/ replied the conftable 5 
* but, my lord, are you aware, that though the 
council of Caftille has handfomely allowed our fick 
to enter any towns they may pleafe for the reov 
very of their health, they muft not, when well, re- 
turn to you in Galicia, nor in Portugal ? And if 
we pafs through France, in our road to Calais, the 
french knights of the council of Caftille have con- 
ditioned that we do not arm againft France for the 
fpace of fix years, unlefs the king of England 
command in perfon.' 

^ Sir John,' faid the duke, ^ you muft know that ' 
the French, whenever they have an of^rtunity, 
will take every advantage over us. But I will tell 
you how you fhall a&. You will pafs through 
Caftille in a courteous manner, and, when you 
ihall be on the frontiers of Navarre, fend to the 
king: he Is our coufm: formerly we were ftrongly 
united, and the connexion is not broken; for, 
ever fince we bore arms for him in his war againft 
our adverfary of Caftille, we have conftantly kept 
up^ a mutual correfpondence, like coufins and 
friends. We have never had any quarrel, nor 
have we, like the French, made war upon him. 
For thefe reafons, he will readily grant permiffion 
for you and your men to pais through, his country. 
On your arrival at St. Jean du Pied des Forts, take ^^ 
the road through Bifcay to Bayonne : that k our 
inheritances said thence you may go to Bordeaux 
without any danger from the French, to refrefh 

yourfelves. 
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yourfeives.' When recovered, you may there emin 
bark, traverfe the deep, and land in Cornwall or 
Southampton, as the wind may be favourable.' 

Sir John replied, he would punftually follow 
die plan he had laid down, ztid began to make his 
preparations accordingly. It was not long after 
this that the conftable, with all the men at arms 
and others, took their departure ; and the duke 
and duchefs remained at Sant Jago, attended by 
their houfehold only. Sir. John Holland carried 
his lady with him, and arrived at the city of Ca« 
mores*, which is large and handfome, where 
be met the king of Caftille, fir Walter de Paffac 
and fir William de Lignac. They politely received 
him and his company, as lords do when they meet. 
In truth, the king was more rejoiced at the de^ 
parture of the Englifh than at their- arrival ; for it 
icemed clear to him that the war was completely 
at an end, and that the duke of Lancafter would 
never be able to bring again fo large a force to 
Caftille from England, for he was well informed 
how much that country was difunited within it- 

felf. 

When the Englifli, who had retired to the 
towns in Caftille for the recovery of their healths, 
heard that fir John Holland was on his march 
with the remnant of the army homeward, they 
were greatly rejoiced, and made inftant preparar 
tions to join him. Among the number were, the 
lord de Chameauxf, fir Thomas Percy, the lord de 



f Canjores. Q. f Lord de Chameaux. Q. Camois. 
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X«duyton^ and the lord Bradeftan, with many 
more, to the amount of a thoufand horfe. : Thofc 
that were fick looked on themfelves as half re- 
icovered. the moment their hopes were raifed of 
returning to England, fo much had they of late 
fuffered. 

When fir John Holland took leave of the king 
of Caftille. he fhewed to him and his barons much 
afiefHon, and gallantly prefented them with hand- 
some mules t he likewife ordered all the expenfes 
of iheir journey to be defrayed. 
- On their departure, they took the road to St. 
Phagon, where they refted three days ; they were 
well received in all places they paiTed ; for they 
^ere accompanied by fome knights of the king's 
•houfehold, who paid for whatever they wanted 
or wifiied. They continued their route until they 
were out of Caftille, and arrived at Najara, where 
the famous battle had been fought, thqn they pro- 
ceeded to Pamierst and Logrogno, where they 
halted; for they were uncertain if the king of 
Navarre would allow them to pafs through his 
^ngdom. 

> They deputed to him two knightjs, whofe names 
were Gr Peter BifTet and fir William Norwich, who 
found the king at Tudela. They had an interview 
rwith him, and managed fo well, they obtained 
ffcrmiffion to pafs, on paying for whatever they 
•ihould want. When the -knights returned, they 
left Logrogno, for Pampeluna, and paffed the Py- 
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JF\i rentes at R oncefvalles : they then quitted thie road 
^for BearHy and took that through Bifcay, for Bay- 
cHine^ where they arrived. Sir John Holland and 
his countefs remained there a confiderable tini€» 
but feveral of his countrymen continued their 
route to Bordeaux. Thus ended this expedition 
of the duke of Lancafler. 

It happened, during the mod a£tlve part of the 
campaign in Caftille, when knights and fquires 
wefe eager after adventures and deeds of arms, 
that the lord Boucicaut had taken the field, and 
had fent a herald to demand from fir John d'Am- 
breticourt three conrlea with fpears on horfebackt 
Sir John had agreed to meet him, with the addi* 
tion of three courfea with daggers, and the fune 
with battle*axes, all on juurfdback. Sir John, bar- 
ing fo readily aiTented, fought for him every 
where ; but I know not for what reafon be had 
not advanced to that part of the country. I do 
not, however, iay, nor mean to fay, that the lord 
Boucicaut was not equal to fuch a challenge^ nor 
even to one of more hardy adventure. 

When fir John d'Ambreticourt was at Bayonne, . 
With fir John Holland, he thought much on .this 
^allenge, which, ^having accepted, he confidered 
himfelf bound to accomplilh ; and that he could 
not honourably leave France without doing fo, 
left the French might fay hq had returned to 
England diihonourably. He confulted his com- 
panions, but efpecially fir John Holland, how to 
a£i. He was advifed to pafs through France, as 
he had a good p^ifport, which the duke of Bour* 

bon 



bon had obtained for him, and go to Paris in fearch 
of the lord Boucicaut : he might hear of him on 
fcis road, or at Paris, and the matter would be fet- 
tled to his honour* 

' This advice being agreeable to him, he departed, 
and took the road through the country of the 
Baiques, and came to Orthes in Beam, where he 
fotiad the count de Foix. The count received 
lun^ liandfomely, detained him fome fhort time, 
andy on his going away, prefented him with two 
Imndted florins and a very fine horfe. Sir John 
d' Ambreticourt continued his road through Beam, 
Bigorre, the Touloufain and Carcaflbnois. He 
>¥as accompanied by William de Soumain and 
other fquires from Hainault, who were returning 
to their own country. On their arrival at Paris, 
lie learnt that the king was at that moment in 
2^oirmandy, an^ the lord Boucicaut, as they iaidy 
in Arragon. Sir John, to acquit himfelf honour* 
^aU]r» waited on the principal barons of France that 
^vcre then at Paris, and having ftaid there eight 
^ys to amufe himfelf, he continued his journey to 
Calais, and thofe from Hainault went home. Thus 
'^ere the different captains of the army of CafUlIe 
iepanted. 
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CHAP. V. 

« 

THE DUKE OF BOURBON, ON LEAVING AVIGNON, 
CONTINUES HIS MAR€H TO BURGOS, WHERE HE 
MEETS THE KING OF CASTILLE. — THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER BEING INFORMED OF THIS, ADDRESSES 

HIMSELF TO THE KING OF PORTUGAL. THE 

DUKE OF BOURBON, AFTER A SHORT STAY, 
. TAKES LEAVE OF THE KING OF CASTILLE, AND 
RETURNS TO FRANCE, 

I 

TTHE duke of Bourbon j who had been nominated 
cbmniander in chief of the French in .Caftille, 
was duly informed of every thing that was paffing; 
but, had he imagined the king of Caftille had been 
fo much preffed, he would have haflened his march ; 
for he had taken a long time on his journey, and, 
befide, had followed a round-about road. He went 
firft to Avignon, to vifit the perfon who ftiled him- 
felf pope Clement, where he ftaid fome time> then 
to Montpelier, where he halted five days, and as 
many at Bezieres and Carcaflbne j from thence he 
went to Narbonne and Perpignan, and entered Ar- 
ragon ; for he was defirous of feeing the young 
king of Arragon and his coufin, the lady Jolante de 
Bar. The duke continued his journey to Barce- 
lona, where he met the king and queen of Arragon, 

with 
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vith a namerous body of earls aAd barons of the 
country, who had come thither to receive and feafl: 
him. 

When he had been thus entertained for the fpace 
of fix days, he departed, and went to Valencia. It 
was there he firft heard that the englifh army had 
retreated, and that fir John Holland had led the 
greater part into Navarre ; that there had been a 
great mortality among the Englifh ; and that hts 
coufin, the duke of Lancafter, lay dangeroufly ill 
at Sant Jago : the report was, that he was zGtudlly 
dead. Notwithftanding this intelligence, which 
rendered his march ufelefs, he continued advanc- 
ing, and informed the king of Caftille of his arrival^ 
who was much rejoiced thereat, and appointed the 
city of Burgos for their place of meeting. The 
king ordered all things to be properly prepared in' 
that city for his reception, and went thither ; for 
many of the French, who were with him, were 
anxious to fee the duke of Bourbon. The duke, 
having palTed Valencia and Saragoifa, entered Caf- 
tille and came to Burgos. He was moil kindly 
received by the king, barons and prelates of tl^e 
realm. Sir Oliver du Guefclin, conftable of Cat 
tille, fir William de Lignac, fir Walterde Paflac, 
0r John des Barres, fir John and fir Reginald de 
Roye, and feveral knights of France, were prefent, 
who had left their garrifons to meet the duke of 
Bourbon. They, had no longer any fears of the 
Englifh or Portuguefe, for they had all retreated, 
and the Englifh had already given up thofe t^wns 
thqr had conquered in Galicia y for they knew that,* 

as 
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ts their Sirmy had left the country, they could tiot 
\rithftand the power of France. 

The news was carried to Galicia that the duke of 
Bourbon was arrived in Caftille, with a large body 
of men at arms from France ; and, as it was ^k^i 
of, this force was multiplied to more than douUe 
its number. The country, at firft, was alarmed^ 
left the duke of Bourbon ihould march thither to 
leconquer fiich towns as had furrendered; and 
diough the duke of Lancafter was with them, and 
comforted them as much as he could, they could 
Act get rid of their fears. 

When the duke of Lancafter heard his coufin^ 
the duke of Bourbon, was with the king of CaftHIe 
at Burgos, he inftantly fent to the king of Portugal^ 
to entreat he would not dift>aiid his army ; for he 
knew not what the French might intend, now the 
country was in fo defencelefs a ftate. 

The king of Portugal, having difmilTed his army, 
was deiirous to oblige the duke, from the con* 
nedion between them, and left Lift)on for Coimbra^ 
whence he iiTued a fummons, for all men ac arms 
inftantly to prepare themfelves and march to Oporto, 
to the aififtance of the duke of Lancafter, wfaofe 
ilhiefs would not fu6Fer him to take the fi^ld in par« 
ion, although he was daily recovering hb health. 

The duke of Bourbon rem^ed with the kbig 
of Caftille at Burgos, where he recdved tlie g^ealeft 
honours from the king, the barons and lords of tfatf 
realm. Many councils were held, as to what they 
ftouid now do : whether to enter Galicia or return 
to France^ The king and his minifters fiiw very 

clearly 



dearly which was moft to their advantage, and faid, 
whoi together, — ^ Our country is ruined and wafted 
by the French ^ and ahhough they have defended 
it againft the Englifh, we have paid dear enough. It 
will be but juft we thank the duke of Bourbon for 
the trouble he has had in coining hither, and en- 
treat him, through affedion to us, to withdraw hit 
men, for there was not now any appearance of wat 
to detain diem ; that as for Galicia, they could in-> 
vade and conquer that province themfelves,,wlien* 
ever they pleafed, as it was a trifling matter/ The 
king's miniflers added ; ^ If we keep thefe men, 
they will expef): pay, and, if that be not given to 
tfaem, they will rob and plunder the country. There 
are, already, many difcontents on this fubjed ; and 
it behoves us to difmifs them in a handibme 
manner/ 

This meafure was adopted ; for the king knew 
well that his kingdom could not be hurt, without 
his fufiering from it. The archbifliop of Burgos 
therefore, in the prefence of the king and many 
knights from France, propofed the matter to the 
duke of Bourbon. The duke, as well as his knights, 
ii^ntly agreed to it ; for they moft certainly pre- 
fnrred returning to France, which is a different 
country in all refpeds from Caflille, and gave their 
orders accordingly. 

The duke of Bourbon, though he came the lafl, 
Ittts the firft to return, and declared his intentions 
were, to pafs through Navarre, that his people 
might make preparations for fo doing. On taking 
his. leave of the king, very rich prefents were made 
f him .• 



him: he might have had more, had he chofen it, 
but he refufed feveral that were prefled on him, and 
accepted only mules, horfes, and dogs called Allans ^ 
mCaftille. 

Proclamation was made for all perfons to leave 
Caftille and return to France, according to theor-: 
ders which had been given by the commander in 
chief; but fir Oliver du Guefclin and the marihal, 
with about three hundred lances, Bretons, Poite- 
vins and Saintongers, were to remain behind. The 
duke of Bourbon, having taken leave of the king, 
queen, and barons, was efcorted as far as Logrogno, 
when he entered Navarre. Wlierever he paffed,. 
he was moft honourably received, for the duke wa^ 
courteous, gallant and much renowned. 

The king of Navarre entertained him very kindly^ 
and (hewed not any appearance of the hatred he 
bore to the king of France for having feized hisia- 
heritance of the county d'Evreux in Normandy. 
He knew that the prefent king, who was fo nearly 
related to the duke of Bourbon, was no way to' 
blame, for at the time he was an infant. He, men- 
tioned his complaints in an amicable manner to th& 
duke, and entreated him to mediate between him 
and his coufm of France, for which he ihould.hold 



* ' Allan, — a kind of big, ftrong, thick-hqaded and fliort- 
fnouted dog ^ the brood whereof came fird out of Alb^iuia, ol4 
Epirus. 

* Allan de boucherie, like a maftifF, — ^AUan g^ntil, fonrfewhat 
^ like a greyhound, — Allan fautre, a cur to bait wdves, *C4*— ^ 
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himfelf much obliged. The duke promifed to ufe 

his endeavours ; and on this they parted, and the 
duke continued his journey with his men at arms 

peaceably through Navarre, and, having crofled the 

mountains at Roncefvalles and traverfed the country 

of Bafques, entered Beam at Sauveterre* 



CHAP. VL 

THE COUNT DE FOIX RECEIVES THE DUfCB O? 
- BOURBON MOST MAGNIFICENTLY^ AND MAKES HIM 
HANDSOME PRESENTS. — THE MEN AT ARMS WHO 
WERE UNDER SIR WALTER DE PASSAC AND SIR 
WILUAM DE LION AC SACK THE TOWN OF ST. 
PHA60N, ON THEIR DEPARTURE FROM CASTILLE. 

^THE KING IS VERY WROTH FOR THIS AGAINST 

THE TWO CAPTAINS, WHO HAD REMAINED WITH 
HIM. 

r^OUNT Gafton de Foix was well pleafed, on 
hearing the duke of Bourbon was at Sauveterre* 
He fummoned to Orthes, where he refided, a gal- 
lant company of chivalry, and fet out with a grand 
array of five hundred knights and fquires excel- 
lently mounted. They had advanced two leagues 
before they met the duke, who was likewife at* 
tended by a large company of knights and fquires. 
On their meeting, they embraced and (hewed every 
token of friendfhip, fuch as well-edvicated princes 
VoLt IX* D know 
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know how to do. After they had conirerfed togc* 
ther a fhort fpace^ as I was informed when at 
Orth^s, the count de Foix withdrew with his com- 
pany into the plain, but the duke remained where 
they had met. Then three knights, fir Efpaign de 
Lyon, fir Peter Campeftan and fir Menault de 
Nouailles advanced to the duke, and faid,— * My 
lord, we come to offer you a prefent from the count 
de 1 oix on your return from Caftille, as he knows 
you have been at a heavy expenfe. He firft wel- 
' comes you to his country of Beam, and pre- 
fents you with eight thoufand florins, this mule, 
two courfers and two palfreys.* * My fair firs,* re- 
plied the duke, * I am very much obliged to the 
count de Foix. With regard to the florins, we 
cannot receive them ; but as for the reft we accept 
them with great plcafure/ The florins were there- 
fore returned, and the horfes and mule kept. 
Shortly afterward, the count placed himfelf befide 
the duke, and conducted him, under his pennon, to 
Orthes, when he was lodged in the caflle, and his 
attendants in the town. 

The duke of Bourbon remained for three dayg 
at Orthes, magnificently entertained with dinners 
and fuppers. The count de Foix fliewed him good 
part of his ftate, which would recommend him to 
fuch a perfon as the duke of Bourbon. On the 
fourth day, he took his leave and departed. The 
count made many prefents to the knights and fquires 
attached to the duke, and to fuch an extent that I 
was told this vifit of the duke of Bourbon coft him 
ten thoufand francs. 

^The 
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The duke took his road to France by MontpcHe?^ 
the city of Puy, and county of Forets, of which he 
was lord in right of his duchefs. Though the duke 
of Bourbon had thus left Caftille, the men at arms; 
under fir William de Lignac and fir Walter de 
Paflac were not impatient to do fo. They were up- 
wards of three thoufand fpears and fix thoufanct 
others, who in fmall parties were daily quitting the 
country. Many of them, having expended their 
pay, and being weary of the war, fet out on their 
return ill mounted and in rags, fo that the meeting 
them was unfortunate, for they difmounted fuch as( 
were on horfeback, and made war on all pafTengers^ 
and on whoever had remained in the open country^ 
whether churchmen or not, and plundered them^ 
under the pretext that the king of Caftille had not 
given them their pay, and that they had been 
ruined by the war. They faid they would pay 
themfelves, and all towns not well inclcfed ^ere 
under great alarms. 

Every place fhut its gates ag^inft them, for what- 
ever they could find was feized on tmlefs well 
fought for. Such knights and fquires as returned 
through Foix, and waited on the count, were well 
received by him, and received magnificent prefents* 
I was told that this expedition, including the going 
to Caftille and return, coft the count de Foix, by 
his liberalities, upwards of forty thoufand francs. 

After the departure of the duke of Bourbon^ an 
accident befel the town of St. Phagon, that I am 
about to relate, which caufed the deaths of five 
hundred men. You muft know, that when fir 
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William dc Lignac and fir Walter de Paflac firft 
came into Caftille^ their force, which was rery con- 
fiderable, quartered themfelves over the country 
near St. Phagon, which is rich, and abundant in all 
forts of provifion. 

Among thefe men at arms were many Bretons, 
Poitcvins, Saintongers, who, riding firft to St. Pha- 
gon, entered the town in parties of fix, ten, fifteen 
and twenty, fo that at lad they amounted to more 
than five hundred, including fervants. As they en- 
tered, they lodged themfelves, and began to pillage 
and pack up every valuable they could find* 

The inhabitants, noticing their condud, fecretly 
clofed their gates, that no more ihould enter ; and, 
when thefe ftrangers thought to repofe themfelves^ 
the townfmen cried, * To arms J' and, entering the 
chambers where they lay, flew them without pity or 
mercy : happy were they who could efcape, for they 
murdered upwards of five hundred. 

News of this was brought, in the morning, to the 
/ french lords quartered near the town, and they 

held a council to confider how they fhould ad* 
They thought it improper at the moment to retaliate 
on them for this condud, for if they fhould begin 
by burning towns and villages, the wholq country 
would rife againft them, to the great joy of their 
enemies; but they determined that, when the expe^ 
didon (hould be ended, and they on their return, 
they would then talk to them, and mak^ them pay 
feverely. 

When this army was on its return to France, 
which included all except thofe who remained with 

fir 
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fir Oliver du Guefclin, they faid among themfelves^ 
^ Our arrival at St. Phagon coll us dear, but they 
(ball fully repay us on our return.* They were all 
of this mind, and, having afTembled about one thou« 
fand, they entered the town, as there was neither 
guard nor watch ; for the townfmen had forgotten 
what had pafled, and hoped the French had done fo 
likewife, and that no more quarrels would happen 
between them. It was not fo, to their great lols ; 
for, when they thought themfelves fecure, the cry of 
* To arms !' refounded from more than one hun- 
dred places, accompanied with voices fhouting, 
^ Let us kill and deftroy all the fcoundrels of this 
town, and plunder what they may have, ixi revenge 
for their murders of our countrymen.* The Bre- 
tons xnftantly began to put thefe threats into execu- 
tion, and to enter every houfe where they expefted 
pillage, killing the inhabitants, breaking open deiks 
and trunks, and doing every mifchief in their power* 
There were, this day, more than four hundred 
flaughtered, the town robbed and half burned, 
which was a great pity. Such was the revenge 
the companions took on St. Phagon, and then 
inarched away. 

Intelligence was fent to the king of Caflille that 
the men at arms, who had been under fir William 
de lignac and fir Walter de Paflac, had, on their 
return, pillaged the good town of St. Phagon, mur- 
dered upwards of four hundred of its inhabitants, 
and fet the town on fire. They added, that if the 
Englifh had taken it even by ftorm, they would not 
have treated it fo cruelly. At the time this was 

told 
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fold the king, the two above-named knights were 
with him, and were feverely reprimanded by him 
and his council. They excufed themfelves, faying, 
— •* That as God may help them, they were ignorant 
of the intentions of their men : they had, indeed, 
heard they were much difpleafed with the inha- 
bitants of St. Phagon, .whp, on their coming to 
Caftille, had murdered many of their companions, 
for which revenge had lurked in their hearts j but 
that^ in truth, they thought it had been forgotten.* 

The king of Caftille was forced to pafs it over, 
as it might have coft him more had he thought of 
punifhing it j but he was very ill pleafed with thefe 
two commanders, which he Ihewed, >vhen ^hey took 
Jeave of him to return to France. Had he been 
contented with them, it may b^ fuppofed they would 
have had more magnificent prefents. The duke of 
Bourbon, his knights and fquires, having quitted 
the king to his fatisfaftion, and left the country 
firft, had carried off the flower of the prefents. 

The French marched out of Caftille in various 
direftions, fome through Bifcay, others through 
Arragon. Many knights and fquires^ who had 
lived on their pay, difdaining to plunder, returned 
poor and forrily mounted ; while others, whp had 
feized on whatever they could meet with, were well 
furnifhed with gold and filver, and heavy trunks. 
Thus it happens, in thefe adyentures, fome gain and 
others lofe. The king of Caftille was very much 
rejoiced when he found himfelf and kingdom freed 
from fuch men. 

CHAR. 
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CHAP. VII. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER LEAVES SANT JAGO, FOR 
COIMBRA, AND THENCE GOES TO BAYONNE. 

\\rE will return to t^ie duke of Lancafter, whom 

wc left ill in bed at Sant Jago, where he re« 

iided with his duchefs and daughter Catharine. 

You may fuppofe, the duke felt many mortifica- 

tions, from the complete failure of his hopes of the 

crown of Caftille, and the great lofs of his chivalry, 

whom he daily and nightly lamented, and whom he 

had brought with fuch difficulty from England. He 

had now no expectation of making a treaty of peace 

that fhould allow the duchefs any right to the crown, 

or yield up, by way of compolition, to her any part 

of the kingdom ; for he had heard from pilgrims 

to Sant Jago, from Brabant, Hainault and other 

countries, who had paffed through the french army 

in Caftille, that the Caftillians and French made 

their jokes on him, faying to the pilgrims, — ' Ye 

are going to Sant Jago, are ye ? Ye will find there 

the duke of Lancafter, who, for fear of the fun, 

keeps his chamber. Give our compliments to him, 

and afk him, on his faith, if we French know how 

to make war, and if we have not fought him fairly, 

and if he be contented with us. The Englifh ufed 

to fay, that we knew better how to dance and fmg 

thaa 
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than to fight ; but the tables are now turned : it i% 
they who repofe and fing, and we keep the field 
and guard our frontiers, fo that we have not loft 
any thing/ 

The duke of JLancafter, like a wife man, bore all 
this patiently, for hiS could not do otherwife ; and, 
\vhen he was able to ride, he departed from Sant 
Jago with his duchefs and family. Th^ ]ung of 
Portugal had fent his conftable, the count de No- 
v^re, and fir John Fernando Portelet, with five 
hundred lances, to efcort him, Among thefe 
knights were the Ponnaffe d'Acunha, Egeas CoUe, 
Vafco Martin de Merlo, Galopes Fernando, fir 
Alvarez Perez, John Radighos de Sar, Gaynes de 
Falnes, all barons. With this efcort, the duk^ ^n4 
Jiis family left Comppftella, and continued their 
inarch to Oporto, where the king and queen of Por- » 
tugal were waiting for them, and entertained then^ 
handfomely. 

Soon after the arrival of the duke, the king and 
queen left Oporto, and went to Coimbra, which is 
but one day's journey diftant. The duke of Lan- 
cafter r<emained there for two months, and attended 
to his affairs, and to the making of preparations 
for his departure. By the king's orders, the high 
admiral of Portugal, don Alphonfo Brecart, had 
equipped fome galleys for his reception ; on board 
of which, when the weather and wind were fa^ 
vourable, they embarked, and, weighing anchor, 
took to the deep> and in one day and a half were at 
Bayonne, which is upwards of feventy-two leagues* 
On their arrival, they were difappointed in not 

meeting 
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meeting fir John Holland and the other EagUfh ; 
but they had left it for Bordeaux, where they had 
embarked, and had landed in England. 

1 he duke of Lancailer made a long refidence at 
Bayonne, and enforced the payments of arrears, 
and other dueg from the duchy of Aquitaine, and 
fuch parts as were under the obedience of king 
Richard } for he had a commiilion to impofe and re- 
ceive all taxes to his own ufe, and he ftiled himfelf 
duke and governor of Aquitaine. We will now 
leave the duke and the Englifh, until it fhall be 
proper to return to the^m, and fpeak of other matters. 



CHAP. VIIL 

THE COUNT d'aRMAGNAC TAKES GREAT PAXN$ 
TO PREVAIL ON THE FREE COMPANIES TO 
GIVE UP THEIR FORTS FOR A SUM OF MONET. 
—THE COUNT DE FOIX, UNDERHAND, PRE- 
VENTS HIS SUCCESS. 

HTHE count d'Armagnac, at this period, refided 
in Auvergne, 2nd was negotiating with fuch 
free companions as held forts, in Auvergne, Quercy 
and Limoufin. The count took great pains, from 
his attachment to France, to make the leaders of 
thefe garrifons, who did great mifchief to the coun- 
try, furrender them up, and depart to other places. 

All 
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All the captains, except Geoffry T^te-noir, who 
held Ventadour, feemed willing to accept his terms, 
and receive, in one fum, two hundred and fifty 
tboufand francs. On payment of this fum, they 
were all to quit the country, which would gladly 
have feen them depart ; for the inhabitants could 
not till the earth, nor carry on trade, for fear of 
thefe pillagers, unlefs they had entered into compo- 
fition with them, according to their wealth and 
rank; and thefe compofitions amounted, in the 
year, to as much as was now demanded for the 
evacuation of the forts. 

Although thefe garrifons made war under pre- 
text of being Englifli, there were very few of that 
nation; but the greater part Gafcons, Germans 
and Foixiens, and from different countries, who 
had united together to do mifchief. 

When this treaty had been fully concluded with 
all the captains, except Geoffry Tete-noir, the count 
d'Armagnac entreated the count dauphin d'Au- 
vergne, who was a great baron and able negotiator, 
to join him in this treaty, and from his affeftion to 
him, to undertake a journey to Paris, to the king 
and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, who at that 
time governed the kingdom, to explain what he had 
done in regard to thefe free companions, and to 
have their confent ; for without their orders the 
fum of money to pay them could not be raifed in 
the country. 

The count dauphin complied with this requeft, 
and rode to Paris ; but the king was gone to Kouen, 
whither the count followed him. He there ex- 
plained 
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plained to the king and his council the (late of the 
country, and the treaty the count d'Armagnac had 
made with the companions. He did not foon ac- 
complifli the objeft of his coming ; for the lords of 
the council, knowing well what fort of people thefe 
free companions were, had no faith in their pro- 
feflions, and dreaded they would not abide by any 
treaty. They faid to him, — ' Count dauphin, wc 
know that you and the count d^Armagnac arc 
anxious to promote every thing for the honour and 
advantage of the kingdom ; for both of you have 
rich and extenfive inheritances within it ; but we 
very much,fufpe£l: that thefe Gafcons and B6arnois, 
when they fhall have received the fums agreed for, 
and the country fhall be weakened, will, in the 
courfe of three or four months, return, regain pof- 
feffion of their caftles, and commit greater wafte 
than they have hitherto done.* 

The count dauphin replied to the council,— 
* My lords, it is our intention, that when this fum 
be raifed, it fliall be depofited at Clermont or Rioms^ 
and there remain until we have certificates of thefe 
companies having quitted the country.' 

* That is well faid,* anfwered the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy: * wc are willing the money be 
raifed and put in a place of fafcty ; for at all events, 
fhould they refufe to conform to the treaty, it will 
ferve to collefl: forces to make war upon them, and 
drive them out of their forts. This fum fhall be 
under the direftion of you, the count d*Armagnac, 
and the bifhops of Clermont and Puy: you will 
take care' that it be honourably difpofed of, and for 

the 
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the advantage of the realm.* Having declared he 
would do fo, he took leave of the king, his uncles 
and council, and departing from Rouen, continued 
his road until he came to Clermont, where he found 
the count d'Armagnac, his brother and numbers of 
lords waiting his arrival. He related to them that 
the king and his council had their doubts of the 
captains of the free companies, and the manner this 
money was to be raifed, and depofited in a place of 
fecurity until the intentions of thefe captains, who 
by force kept pofleffion of forts and caftles in the 
realm, fliould be clearly known. 

They replied, * that fuch were their wiflies ; and, 
fince it is agreeable to the king, we will finifh the 
bufmefs ; but we muft firft conclude a peace or 
truce with the leaders, that the country may be af- 
fured the tax we are about to raife will be properly 
applied for their fecurity/ Commiflaries were fent 
by the count d'Armagnac to parley with Perrot le 
Bearnois, and Amerigot Marcel, who were the 
principal chiefs of the forts on this fide the Dor- 
dog»e, in conjundion with the bourg de Copane, 
Bernard des Ifles, Olim Barbe, Abton Seghin, the 
lord de I'Exemplaire, and many more. Thefe cap- 
tains could never agree as to terms, for what one 
party acceded to in one week, the next it was re« 
fufed: the reafon was, that being from different 
countries, they had various opinions. Thofe from 
Armagnac, who were a fort of retainers to the 
count, readily affented to what he offered ; but ^he 
greater part, and mod determined pillagers, were 
from Beam and Foix. ♦ 

I do 
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I do not mean to fay, that the count de Fouc ever. 
wiihed any thing but what was honourable and ad* 
vantageous to France ; but when he firfl heard of 
thefe negotiations with the captains of ftrong places 
in Auvergne, Quercy and Rouergue, he was de« 
iirous to know upon what terms they were made^ 
and the caufe why the count d'Armagnac was fa 
bufy in the matter, and would be informed, whea 
thefe places fliould be evacuated by the companions, 
what road they intended to take, and where they 
meant to fix themfelves. He was anfwered ; ^ My 
lord, it is the intention of the count d'Armagnac to 
engage thefe men at arms, when they Ihall have 
furrendered the forts, to lead them into Lombardy^ 
where his brother-in-law (who, you know, married 
his fitter, the widow of your fon Gallon) has great 
difEculty in defending his mheritance, for there 
feems every probability of a war in Lombardy.' 

The count de Foix made no anfwer to this. 
Teeming not to have heard it, but turned about tp 
others prefent, and converfed with them. He was 
not, however, the lefs thoughtful about what had 
been faid, and determined fecretly to prevent any of 
thefe treaties being concluded : at leaft, from the 
fequel it fo appears* 

1 he count d'Armagnac could never fucceed, not- 
withftanding his repeated attempts, towards induc- 
ing any of the captains who were from B^am, or 
Foix, to yield up their forts, or accept of any en- 
gagement, to ferve the count or his brother Bernard. 
The count.de Foix, who was prudence itfelf, conii- 
dering that thefe two lords, his coufms^ and thofe 

of 



A6 

of Albreth, were very powerful, and acquiring 
friends on all fides, was unwilling to add to their 
Arength by thofe who were his retainers : he there- 
fore determined what line he would follow, as was 
told me, when at Orthes, by fir Efpaign de Lyon, 
the bourgde Copane, captain of Carlat in Auvergnc, 
and the bourg Anglois. 

The count de Foix was at war with the Ar- 
magnacs, though at this moment there was a truce, 
which was ufually renewed five or fix times every 
year; and, fhould the Armagnacs and Albretha 
obtain the affiftance of thefe captains of free com- 
panies, who were fo hardy and cunning in war, 
they would be enabled to bring a large force into 
the field, and do the count de ]?oix great mifchief. 
This was the principal caufe why the captains who 
were dependant on him would never accept terms 
from the count d'Armagnac. 
" They indeed gave him hopes of agreeing with 
him ; but although many appointments were made 
for a meeting, they kept none, but ran over the 
country, and pillaged it at their pleafure, juft the 
feme as before any treaty was talked of. The count 
was daily expeftiag to conclude one ; and the cap- 
tain he was moft anxious to gain over was Perrot 
le Beamois, who held the ftrong caftle of Chalucet, 
and was the principal commander in Auvergne and 
Limoufin, for his compofitions extended as far as 
la Rochelle. The others were, William de Sainte 
Foix, who held Boufeville ; Amerigot Marcel, who 
refided at Loyfe, near St. Flour in Auvergne ; the 
bourg de Copane and the bourg Anglois, who held 
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Carlat. He faid, he could at any time have Ame- 
rigot Marcel ; but he was defirous of gaining over 
Perrot le B6arnois, and Geoffry Tete-noir, who 
held Ventadour and was the chief of them all. 
They only laughed, and made their jokes of the 
count, difdaining to enter into any treaty with him 
or any one elfe. Geoffry knew his caftle was im- 
pregnable, and provided with ftores and a fufficient 
garrifon for feven or eight years ; and it was not in 
the power of any lord to fhut him up, fo that he 
could not be prevented from making fallies when- 
ever he chofe. 

Geoffry began all his paffports and treaties of 
compofitions with, ^Geoffiy TSte-noir, duke of 
Ventadour, count of Limoufin, fovereign lord and 
commander of all the captains in Auvergne, Rouer- 
gue and Lhnoufm.' I will now leave thefe matters, 
and fpeak of what was paffing in my own country, 
from the peace which was granted to the ghent men, 
on the conclufion of their war, by the duke and 
duchefs of Burgundy, who iigned and fealed it in 
Ae noble cify of Tournay. To add flrength to my 
hiftoiy, I mud fpeak of what was paffing in Guel* 
drefr and Brabant; for the king of France and 
duke oi Burgundy were much afieded by the events 
ihat happened in thofe countries^ and took great 
part in the war that enfued^ • 
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CHAP. IX. 

A 1>IGRBSSI0N ON T^E QITARREL BETWEEN THE 
HOUSES OF BRABANT AND GUELDRES.— THE LIFE 
OF COUNT REGINALD OF GUELDRES AND HIS 
SUCCESSORS, UNTIL THE REIGN OF CHARLES VI. 

OF FRANCE. THE DUKE OF GUELDRES, BEING 

AN ALLY OF ENGLAND, SENDS HIS CHALLENGE 
TO FRANCE.— -THE CAUSE OF THIS CHALLENGE* 

TPHERE had been, for a long time, a hatred be- 
tween the houfes of Brabant and Gueldres^ 
their countries border on each other; but the origin 
of this hatred of the Brabanters was on account of 
the town of Grave^ which the dukes of Gueldres 
liad taken pofleilion of, and kept by force. Thit 
the Brabanters complained of, as it is ^fituated oh 
their fide of the river Meufe ; and, though many 
conferences were held on the fubjeft, their hatred 
was not abated. I'hofe of Gueldres complained^ 
that the duke of Brabant had, in revenge,'feized oa 
three caflles on their fide of the Meufe, and at the 
entrance of their country, called Gambet, B\x& 
and Mille. Thefe quarrels between the two dukes 
were frequently embittered ; but it was the opinion 
of many able knights and fquires in arms, that if 
the lord Edward of Gueldres (who was unfortu- 
nately 
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fiately ilain by an arrow from in kfchet. oi the 
duke3 of Luxembourg or Brabant, at the battle of 
Juliers*,) had furvived and gained the viftory, he 
was fd valiants he would have recdnquerad .thefe 
three caftles. 

I will now relate, according to my promife, how 
thefe caftles came into the pblfeffioh of Brabant^ 
that I may embellifh my hiftory; and I will begin 
with fpeaking of the dukes of Cueldrest- It wa$ 
not long before I began to indite this wdrk, that 
there lived a count of Gueldres, called Reginald* 
Gueldres is not fo rich, nor fo extenfive a country 
as Brabant : hotwithftanding this, count Reginald^ 
^Coming to his property when a young man, had 
every inclination for expenfe, ahd cared not what 
his pleafutes coil him. He attended all tilts and 
tournaments iii the greateft tnagiiiBcence, and ex- 
pended, yearly, four times more than his ufual re« 
Venue. He was generous and liberal, ^nd made 
extravagant prefents, fo that he borrowed from the 
Lombards on all fides, and was foon fo indebted 
he knew not whither to turn himfelf. His relations 
were greatly angered by fuch condud, and blamed 
him exceedingly ; but in particular the archbifhop 
6f Cologne, who was his uncle by his mother's 
fide. One day, when he had him in his clofet, he 
faid, — * Reginald, my fair nephew, you have ma- 
naged your affairs fo well, that you will fobn find 
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t They were firll created dukes of Gueldres by the emperor, 
Lewis of Ba^aria^ 1339, at Frankfort. 
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yourfelf a poor man ; for your lands are xnortgagedl 
all round. In this world, poor lords are not valued* 
Do you imagine that thofe to whom you have made 
fuch great gifts will return them to you ? No, as 
Cod may help me : they will fly from you when 
they know you have nothing more to give, and will 
laugh at and mock you for your foolifh ezpenfesgi 
tnd you will not find one friend to affift you. Do 
tiot depend on me ; for, though I am archbiOiop of 
Cologne, I will not curtail my eftablifliment to re- 
{>air your fortune, nor give you the patrimony of 
the church : no, I vow to Qod, my confcience 
forbids it, and neither the pope nor cardinals wilt 
confent to it. The count of Hainault, who has not. 
kept the flate you have, has married his eldeft 
daughter, Margaret, to Lewis of Bavaria, emperor 
of Germany. He has three more whom he will 
alfo marry vety nobly. Had you lived as was be* 
coming you, and had you not mortgaged your 
lands, towns or caftles, you were a proper perfon 
for fuch an alliance ; but, iituated as you now are, 
yoti will never obtain one of them. You have no- 
thing to dower a wife with, if you had one : not 
even one poor lordftiip.' 

The earl of Gueldres was thunderftruck at this 
reprimand of his uncle, for he felt the truth of it* 
He requefted, out of love to him, he would give 
him advice. * Advice I* replied the archbiihop : 
* it is now, my fair nephew, too late : you wifli to 
fhut the ftable-door when the fteed is ftolcn. I fee 
but one remedy for your diftrefs.* * And what is 
that?' faid the count. * I will teU you,' aafwered 

the 
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^ archbifliq>. ^ ToU are much incUbted to Ber« 
luido Qf Mechlin^ who is at prefent the richeft mer« 
dumt in the world; frbnl the great commerce he 
carries on with all parts of it by fea and land. Hii 
galleys and veflek fail as hx as Alexandria^ Cairo 
and Damafcus, with cargoes of the value elf one 
hundred thoufahd florins : he alfo has a mortgage 
Q/a the greater part of your lands. Bertaldo ha^ 
tme daughter now of an age to marry, and no other 
children* Several great batons of Germany and 
Other countries hav^ demanded her in marriage^ 
t>ut» I know not why, unfuccefsfuUy : he may per-^ 
Impt fear fome as being tod high, and others he may 
boM cheap : I therefore advife you to treat with 
Bertaldo, who may liften to you, and give you his 
dittghler, that you may clear yourfelf of all your 
dd>t&, aiid r^ain pbilblEon of your' lands ; for I 
ihould fupppfe^ from your birth and in confider- 
adon of your having your pofleifions; between the 
MetUe and the Rhine, fo well filled with populous 
towns, he will comply with yoilr requeft/ 

^ By my faith, uncle,* replied the count, * yoU 
advife me weU, and I will follow what yoii have 
(aid/ 

Count Reginald^ ihortly ^er, fummoiied thofe 
of hb friends in whom he had the gre^teft confi- 
dence and ^e&ion, and declared to them his in- 
tcntighs of mari7ing the daughter of Bertaldo of 
Mechlin^ He requefted them to go thither, and 
demand her, and he would make her coUntefs ;of 
Queldres, on fuch conditions as the archbiihop of 
C^piognc ihould be agireeable to. 4Sis friends com* 
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plied cheerfMy, and made inftant preparations fof 
their journey to Mechlin, where they waited on 
Bertaldo, and told him the objeft of their coming. 
Bertaldo received thefe knights and derksr from the 
count de Gueldres very gracioufly, entertained 
tbem well, and faid he would confider of their de- 
mand. Being fo very rich,for he was worth at leafl: 
five or fix millions of florins, he was anxious for 
the advancement of his daughter, and, thinking he 
could no way ally her more nobly than to the count 
de Gueldres, had partly in his own mind aflented 
to it. Before he declared it, he had many doubts, 
and faid to himfelf^ — ^ If I give Mary to the count, 
he will wifh to be my miafter, and I ihall no longer 
have a will of my own. Befide, ihould fhe have 
children and die, which may happen, he, who will 
be enriched by my wealth and re-poffefled of all 
his lands in the country of Gueldres, may marry 
again, and as nobly as he pleafes, and have children 
by this fecond wife, who, from the high blood of 
their mother, may hold my daughter's children in 
contempt, and perhaps difinherit them. I muft hslve 
all thefe doubts cleared up before I give my con* 
fent. I will, however, mention all this to the friends 
of the count, and make them fuch an anfwer - as 
this : That their coming has pleafed me much, and 
that my daughter would be very happy to be fo- 
nobly married as to the count de Gueldres t but at 
this moment it was well known the affairs of the 
count Mere in the utmoft diforder; that all hi» 
lauds between the Meufe and Rhine were under 
mortgage, and that^ to clear off hi& Incumbrances^, 
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I confent to this imion^ I wifli to know how he 
means to fettle his eftates, and that my daughter's 
children, (hould ihe have fons or daughters, may 
fucceed to the inheritance of Gueldres, nocwith- 
'flanding any other marriage take place in cafe of 
her death. On this point I am determined, and I 
mufl likewife have this fucceflion affured by himh 
felf, his relations, and all who may have any claims 
thereto, as well as by the nobility and principal 
towns in the country.' 

Thus did Bertaldo form the anfwer he was to 
give the commiffioners from the count de Gueldres. 

On the morrow, at a proper hour, Bertaldo fig* 
nified to the count's friends he was prepared with 
his anfwer. They were well pleafed on hearing 
ihk, and repaired to the hotel of Bertaldo, where 
every thing difplayed his riches. He met them in 
the hall, and, after fome agreeable converfation, 
condu£ked them to an apartment fitted up in a man- 
ner becoming a king, where fome of his friends 
were aflembled. 

When the door was clofed, Bertaldo deiired them 
to declare the caufe of their vifit to him, and he 
would give them his anfwer. Upon this, the dean 
of Cologne, coufin to the count de Gueldres, and 
a valiant clerk, explamed fo eloquently the objed 
of their embaify, it was a pleafure to hear hini.^ Of 
his fpeech I need not make further mention^ for the 
fubjed of it has been told, and it related folely to 
^he advantages of this alliance, and its conveniency 
to b^th parties. 

Bertaldo. 
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Bert^ldo, who^ the prefc^A^ di&y, hid fbtttifA 
his plan, anfwered as follows : ^ My fair firs, I ah4 
ttiy dapghter Ihall hold ouifeltes much hbnbttrt^ 
by fo noble an alliance as the 0|ie ybu have plr6* 
pofed J and when fuch matters ari brbiight fbir^ 
ward, the lefs delay afterwatd the better, t hlf 
^ this, becaufe an alliance by taatrij^ge, betWeem ft 
powerful and renowned a lofd as count R^* 
nald de Gueldres^ with Mary, tt!^y daughter, pleafel 
me right well. You i-equire that his eftale, Whlfch 
is now much entangled, by his d^ts to Lbmbafif-di 
and others, ihould be cleared by this miirriage, and 
every incumbrance done away. Thanks to God, I 
have the ability as Will as inclihation fo 10 do ; but 
I muft firft fee the following fettleifnents fairly ieh% 
groifed and iealed, fo that, hereafter, no contehtibti 
enfue between any of the parties : firit, ihy diaugh*^ 
ter's children fliall inherit the country of GueldjheS, 
comprehended within its prefent limits ; and, if fhf 
lord Reginald fhould die before her, without har^ 
ing any heirs from her body, flie (hill peaceably de- 
tain the poffeffion of that country during her life, 
find then it may rftvert to the next lawful heir. If 
It fhould happel^ that my daughter have an heir or 
heirs by my m^'ch honoured prince, c6uht Reginald, 
tod fhe die before him, the count de Gtleldres fhall 
not, on account of any lecondary marriage, difin* 
heric, or otherwife deprive the heir or heirs of my 
(flaughtar of the fucceffion of Gueldres. I cdnfent, 
however, that if it fliall be his good pfeafure in fucK 
cafe to marry again, he may dower the lady with 
thofe acquired lands on the other fide of the 

Meufe, 
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Meufe, bordering on the biifaoprick of Liege and 
duchy of Brabant, but without charging . any part 
of the country of Gueldres. When the relations 
and friends of the honourable prince, count Re* 
gmald, and all thofe who may, from their family* 
ccmnedions, have any claims on the duchy of 
Queldres, and Aie chief towns, fhall have figned 
and fealed fettlements drawn up in the manner I 
have mentioned, I give my confent to the marriage* 
You may now, therefore, make any reply you have 
Ijeen charged with/ 

The knights from Gueldres, after fome fliprt 
conrerfation together, faid; ^ Sir, we have well 
beard your terms ; but, not being commiffioned to 
lay any thing in confirmation, or otherwife, on the 
fubjed, we muft be filent. We will return to our 
lord, and relate pundually to him and his council 
^ac you oflfer, and very fhortJy you fhall have 
^m him his anfwer/ 

* God grant it may be favourable,' replied Ber* 
taldo ; ^ for I wrfh it/ On this they all left the, 
apartment and went away. As you have heard 
every thing that pafled on this fubjed, I Ihall not 
dilate on it more. 

When the commiffioners were returned home, 
matters feemed likely to be foon brought to a 
tX)nclu(ion j for the count thought, in his prefent 
(ituation, he could not do better than marry the 
daughter of Bertaldo, who was powerfully rich. 
For greater fecurity, all the fettlements were drawn 
up, and engrolTed in his houfe : vdien they were 
finifhed, the count figned and fealed them, as did 

all 
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all bis relatiQas wbofp names were mentioxxE^ 
therein, and the nobility and magiftrates of the 
principal towns. 

Bjsrtaldo being now fatisfiied, the marriage was 
Cofxfummated^ the debts of thp count vfere paid, 
and all bis lands freed from every iiicumbranpe. 
Thus was the count de Gueldres made rich : bp 
took a new hotel, and formed a diiferent eftablifhr 
ment. If, formerly, be bad been thought to kepp 
a magnificent one, this was much fuperior ; foi: he 
had now wherewithal to fupport it, as he nevey 
y^^xktc^ for any money Ifertaldo could give him. 
^lie count behaved right honourably to his lady, 
who was very bandfome, good^ prudent and de- 
vout. At the end of four years, the lady died, 
Jeaving a da^ghter of the name of Ifabejla. The 
<:ount, being a young man when be became a 
widower, married again very nobly ^ for king Ed- 
ward of England, father of that king Edward who 
befieged foui^nay aijd concjuered Calais, gave him 
his daughter Ifebella *• By thi? lady he had three 
children, two fons and a daughter, fir Reginald, 
fir Edward and Joan, who was after^yards duchefs 
of Gueldres. 

When king Edward III., who was uncle to t)iefe 

* There iSsems fome miftake here, but 1 cannot make it out, 
nor find. In any of tnc jgenealogical accounts oif the counts of 
Gueldres, ^notice of this marriage with the daughter of the 
jRercA(z;t^ Bertaldo of Mechlin. 

* Reginald I J., the Qih count of Gueldres, married, in 1343, 
■ Sophia, countefs of Mecheln, and J355, lileanora of England/.-rr 

jtnckrjhns Royal Geneahgiesi 
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childtea of Gueldres, came firft iato Germany tp 
vifit the emperor, and had been appointed by hin> 
vicar>general of the empire, as is contained in the 
faH volume of this hiftory, the county of Gueldres 
was made a duchy, and the marquifate of Julier^ 
A county, to elevate thofe families in dignity. But 
;to come nearer to our times, and conned this with 
f>}jff hiftory, it happened that, after the deceafe of 
jthis count Reginald we have been fpeaking of, his 
/on, alfo called Reginald, nephew to the king of 
England, died without heirs. Sir Edward of 
Xrueldres fucceeded to both: he was married to 
the, eldeft daughter of duke Albert of Hainault ; 
Jbut £be was fo young, that fir Edward never 
xramally knew. her, and he died alfo without heirs; 
jFor, like a valiant knight, he was flain in battle, in 
a war againit duke Winceilaus of Brabant, before 
Julier5. 

Sir Edward's fifter-german was married to count 
William of Juliers, and her brother dying without 
iflue, ^e claimed Gueldres as her inheritance, 
and brovght forward her pretenfions. Her elder 
filler, by the firit marriage, made a fimilar claim, 
and faid^ fince no male heirs remained from the • 
jecond marriage, the duchy became her right, 
according to the fettlements that had been made 
and figned. As thia difpute ran high between the 
two fifters, the elder was advifed to unite herfel4 
by marriage, with fome perfon well allied, that 
would defend her rights. 

She foljiowed this advice, and defired the arch- 
bilhop of Cologne, at that time with the. lord John 

de 
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de Bids, tirhofe brother, count Lewis, tiras {till 
alive, to open the matter to him, and, if he were 
agre^btes jfhe would make him duke of Gueldres ; 
for, by the death of her two brothers, witho« 
male iflue, the duchy had become her inheritance, 
and none other had any legal claim to it. The 
lord John de Blois, who had been brought up in 
Holland and Zealand, having ftiir inheritances 
there, and fpeaking the language, willingly Irftened 
to the propofal; for he would never marry in 
Prance, thinking he ftiould acquire a large traft 
of country in the parts he liked beft. , The knights 
of his council, in Holland, advifed him to accept 
of the lady. He confented to this ; ^ but, before 
he made it public, he rode to Hainault, to confult 
his coufm, duke Albert, and hear what he would 
fay to it. 

Duke Albert, in truth, knew not what advice 
to give him, or, if he did, he kept it to himfelf, 
and delayed fo long, before he could make up his 
ttrind, that lord John de Blois was tired of wait- 
ing, and, mounting his horfe, rode to Gueldres, 
tnarried the lady I have memioned, and took pof- 
feflion of the duchy. He was not, however, ac- 
knowledged duke by the whole country, nor were 
bcr claims univerfally allowed ; the majority of 
knights, fquircs and chief towns, inclined more 
TO the lady of Juliets, who, having a handfome fa- 
Tfiily of children,^ had gained their hearts. 

The lord John, therefore, had with his wife a 
war, which coft him much. By the death of his 
brother, count Lewis, he became count of Blois, 

lord 



lor^ 6{AitGtc$ !n ttainiuU; and' tibe tiA itifaeb 
ritances of Holland and Zealand fdl !ike\^ife M 
hitn. Notwichftandiftg thi$, his couitcil ifcdvifed 
him m purfue the chim of his lady on Gueldte* 
land. He did (b, to the utmoft of his po>xrer ; but 
Germans are tt tovetous people, and they onljr 
contintied the war as long as they were duly paid* 
The difpute coft lord John very large futtis, and 
ttsL^ never of any fervice to him. This gaDant 
<tAint, lord John de Bl6is, died in the caftle of the 
good town 6f Schoonhomen, in the month of June, 
pfthe year of gfiace 1381, and was carried to the 
ichlitth of the Cordeliers at Valenciennes, and bu- 
ried beiide his grandfather, fir Johnof Haihault*. 

The lord Guy de Blois fucceeded his brother* 
{h all their j^ffeffions in France, Picardy, Hainault, 
HoHahd and Zealand, as well as in the country of 
Bfots. I know not how many years the lady of 
lord John itnfnved him, but, on her deceafe, her 
fitter, the countefs of JuKers, rem^td peaceable 
peifleffor of the duchy of Gueldres. It was, how- 
e?ter, fettled, at the requeft of the nobffity and itt« 
habitants of the duchy, that lord WilKam de Juliers, 
eldieft fbn of the count of Juliers, fliould be duke 
ofOueidrds; for it had reverted to him in dired 
fucceffion itcrcn his uncles, and, on this account, 
duke Albert and his duchefs had given him their 

* The lords Xjexi/iSy John and Guy, were Tons of the count 
Guy de BloU, brother to Charles de Blois, duke of Brittany, by 
a daughter of iir John of Hainault, who condu6led queen Ifa- 
bella of France to England, with her fon Edward III. — AnnO" 
tatioji X. — DisKTS Sauvage. 
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daughter in marriage, who had been betrothed to 
duke Edward, as before mentioned. 

Thus was this lady ftill duchefs of Gueldres, 
^nd this lad marriage was the more fuitable, for 
they were both nearly of the fame age* The duke 
redded conflantly in his own country ; but the 
more he incr^ed in age the greater was his love 
ibr tilts, tournaments and fuch amufements, and 
he was more attached to the Englifh than to the 
French, which he fhewed as long as he lived. He 
had always rankling in his bread a (imilar hatred 
to what had fubfifted between his anceflors, and 
the dukes of Brabant, and was ever feeking for oo- 
cafion of quarrel with them for two reafons : one^ 
becaufe he was the ally of king Richard IL ; . the 
other, . becaufe . Winceflaus of Bohemia, duke of 
Luxembourg, had purchafed from the count de 
MouTs, a . great baron in Germany, thofe three 
caftles I have before mendoned, but will now m^^ 
tion again, to make the matter clearer, Gambp^ 
Buet uid Mille, that are Xituated beypnd the 
Meufe, on the territory of Fauquempnt. The 
duk^s of Gueldres had in former time^ been lord^ 
of tbefe caftles, and the prefent duke wa^ mifch 
vexed that he could not add them to. his inj^eri:- 
tance, but as long as duki^ Winceflaus lived. h^ 
kept all this to hinofelf. 
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CHAP. X. 

FROISSART RETURNS TO THE QUARREL BETWEEN 
THE HOUSES OF BRABANT AND GUELDRES, WHICH 
HE HAP LEFT UNFINISHED IN THE PRECEDING 
CHAPTER, AND CONTINUES THE HISTORY OF THE 
DUKES OF GUELDRES TO DUKE WILLIAM, WHO 
SENDS HIS CHALLENGE TO CHARLES VI. KING OF 
FRANCE. 

T^UKE Reginald of Gueldres, coufin-german to 
the prince of Wales, had mortgaged the three 
^bove-mentk>ned caftles for a fum of florins to a 
great baron of Germany, called the count de 
Mours. He kept poffeffion of them for a time ; 
but, when no intention was fhewn of paying back 
the money he had lent on their fecurity, he grew 
melancholy and fent legal fummons for payment 
to duke Reginald. But he made light of this, as 
he had not any money to acquit himfelf of the debt, 
which frequently happens to many great lords 
when they are called upon for payment. When 
the count de Mours perceived this, he made ?id- 
vances to the duke of Brabant, and offered him 
thefe caftles for the money for which they were 
mortgaged. The duke eagerly accepted. the pro- 
pofal, for they were on the confines of the territory 
of Fauquemont, of which he was lord. The duke 
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was dcfirous to mcreafe his inheritance, for ht 
thought furely to furvive his prefenf duchefs, the 
lady Johanna*. 

He took poflefHon df thefe caftles, and placed 
in them, as governor, the lord de Kale. When, 
upon the death of duke Reginald, the lord Ed-^ 
ward fucceeded to the duchy of Gueldres, he fe&( 
ambafTadors to the duke of Brabant, to requeft htf 
might have his cailles for the money he had paid 
for them. The duke, not having purchafed them 
for this end, returned a pofitive refufal. The dukef 
of Gueldres was highly indignant at this aqfwer^ 
and in confequence was hard on his fifter-in-Uw^ 
the widow of the lord Reginald and younger fiftef 
ta the duchefs of Brabant, by preventing her frpiH 
receiving her dower* The lady went to Brabant^ 
and laid har complaints of the ve?(:ations the duk» 
of Gueldres was occafioning her, before the (|uk# 
and duchef$. On accoynt of ^ the long-fubiifting 
hatred ^etween the Brab&nters and thofe of Gudi« 
dres, for the feizure of Grave, the firft were weU 
inclined to aid the lady by force of arms. A largtf 
body of men at arms were indeed once cdlleSed 
in Brabant, and advanced to Bois le Due, to thcf 
amount of twelve hundred fpears. The duke of 

* Winceflaus was the fecond hufband of Johanna^ beireis of- 
Brabant and Limbourg. She was married to him 1355. After 
the death of Winceflaus, the 8th December 1384, and his fon, 
(he conftituted Anthony, fecond ion of the duke of Burgundy, 
her heir 1404. Her firft hulband, William count of Holland, 
died J 345 without iflue,— Johanna died 1406* — Anderfons R* 
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Queldres had likewife fffcmbled hh forces, and it 
wat generally thought a battle would have beea 
the confequeace ; but duke Albert, the Count de 
Mours, and the count of Juliers this time interfered, 
and they feparated without coming to blows. 

This fame year, duke Winceflaus was vi&orious 
over fome free companies, who had overrun and 
defpoiled his lands in Luxembourg : he banifhed 
many, and put to death their leader, called the 
little Mefclin, in the tower of the cafUe of Luxeav% 
bqurg. In this year alfo, the lord Charles of Bo« 
bemia, emperor of Germany, appointed the duke 
, of Brabant chief of an inititution called in Germany 
Languefride, which fignifies an aflbciation for the 
repairs and fecurity of the public roads^ fo that all 
perfons /nay travel from one part to another with* 
out danger. The emperor gave him alfo great 
pofledions in Alface on both fides of the Rhine, 
that he might guard the country againft the Lin* 
fars, who are a mod wicked people, robbing all 
x^thout mercy. He gave him likewife the fove'- 
re^nty of the large city of Stralburgh, and, to add 
to his dignity, created him a prince of the holy 
roman empire. He certainly could nor give him 
too much, for this duke Winceflaus was generous, 
amiable, courteous to all, and gallant in arms. 
Great things might have been expeded from him, 
bad he been granted longer life, but he died in the 
flower of his age ; on account of which I^ the au* 
thor of this hiftory, greatly grieve, and wilh he had 
enjoyed a courfe of eighty years or more, for he 
would have done much good to mankind. The 
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fchifrti in the dhuith affiled hiini gtcatly, i« Hi 
often expteffed himfclf to me^ who lived with hint 
on tile mod intimate and friendly footing. And^ 
notwithftanding that I have feen and perfonally 
known upwards of two hundred powerful princes 
in my various travels, I have never found any more 
courteous and amiable than this duke of Brabant^ 
and my very good lord the count Guy de Blois^ 
who commanded me to indite this chronicle. Thefe 
were the two princes of my time, of the greateft 
liberality, humility and goodnefs, who lived magnifi- 
cently on their revenues, without malice or any way 
opprefHng their fubjedls by taxes, anJ iffuing any 
hurtful edifts through their territories. But I will 
now return to the principal fubjefl: of this chapter* 
When the dukes of Juliers and Gueldres, who 
were brothers by marriage, and whofe hearts were 
too much attached to the Englifli ; for they had 
long been the allies of the kings of England, and 
ftrongly united to each other, heard of the dignities 
conferred by the emperor on the duke of Brabant, 
they were much exafperated ; not from any wifb 
to do good or correQ: the wicked, but that fuch 
honours , fhould be conferred on their enemy : 
ihore particularly that he fliould have the appoint-* 
ment of Languefride, and execute the ofike with 
feverity, for it affeded their lands. This inffitutiofl 
had been fir ft formed for the fecurity of thofe mer- 
chants of Hainaulr, Brabant, France, Flanders and 
Liege, who travelled thence to Cologne, Treves, 
Lucca, Conftance, and other cities and fairs i« 
Germany. Merchants could not enter thofe coun- 
tries^ 
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tries, without rifk, through the ftates of Juliers or 
Gueldres. 

It happened there were fome robberiea committecl 
on the highways by thefe Lin£u^ who had efcaped 
into the territory of the duke of Juliers ; and it 
was told me, that the duke had even lent them 
horfes and the ufe of his caftles. Heavy complaints 
were made of this to duke Winceflaus, who at 
that time was reiident in BrufTels, and that the 
Languefride was held in contempt ; that the per* 
fons who had violated it were retired into the duchy 
of Juliers, where they lived unmolefted. 

The duke of Brabant, at that time young and 
chivalrous, high in birth and rich in fortune, was 
greatly piqued at this condud, and hurt by the 
complaints of thofe who had been robbed ; he de- 
clared he would fpeedily provide a remedy, and^ 
being nominated chief pf the Languefride, would 
not that any blame ihould fall on him for negli- 
gence in the due fupport of it. 

To be affured of the fafl:, and through the ad- 
vice of his friends, he fent to the duke of Juliers 
fome of the firft men in his country, fuch as the 
lord -d'Urquon, the lord Bourgueval, fir Scelar 
archdeacon of Hainault, GeoflBry de la Tour grand 
routier of Brabant, and feveral more, to remonftratc 
with him in an amicable manner on the impropriety 
of his condud, and that proper excufes muft be 
made for the offence, as it affeded too flrongly the 
duke of Brabant as chief of the Languefride. 

The duke of Juliers paid but little attention to 
their remonftrances, for he feemed rather to prefer 
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tirar tor peace, which dlfpteafed fa nwich the enroy* 
from the duke of Brabant, that they took leave of 
hnn, and returned to relate all that had paflfed* 
The duke of Brabant, having heard them, afked 
their advice how to aft. * Sir,' they replied, * you 
know it full well yourfelf : fpeak your wiH.' ^ Well 
then/ faid the duke, ' it is not my intention to let 
this matter deep, nor fhall it be faid, through cow- 
ardice or weaknefs of heart, I have fuffered sfflty 
robberies to be committed within my jurifdiftjcm 
with impunity, as 1 willmakfe my coufin, the duke 
of Juliers, and his adherents very fbon fed, and 
that the buiinefs isr perfosmal to me/ The duke 
was not idle, but mftantly fet derks to work in 
writing letters to all fromr whom he expefted any 
afliftance : fome he entreated, others he comnuoid- 
ed, and gave fufiicient notice to the didi^ of JiiKers 
and his allies of his intentions* 

Each of thefe lords provided themfelve^ as ably 
as they could ; but the duke of JuKers would have 
made an indifferent figure without his brother in 
law the duke of Gueldres, who greatly reinforced 
him with men at arms and friends. Thefe tw^ 



lords collefted men fecretly from Germany j and 
as the Germans are avaricious, and had not for 
fome time had any opportunity of gain, they ac- 
cepted their pay, and came in greater numbers as 
they were ignorant they were to be employed 
againft the duke of Brabant. 

The duke of Brabant left Bruflels in grand array 
and went to Louvain, thence to Maeftricht, where 
he found upwards of one thoufand good fpears 

waiting 
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are your enemies : put on your helmets quickly, in 
the name of God and St» George.' He was we^ 
pleafed on hearing this ; and that day he had near 
his perfon four fquires, well informed, and of cou- 
rage to fave fuch a prince, having been engaged in 
many deeds of arms and pitched battles : their 
names were John de Valcon, Baldwin de Beaufort^ 
Gerard de Bles and Orlando de Cologne. 

The men of Brufiels fur rounded the duke: fome 
were mounted with their fervants behind them^ 
\yho carried flaggons of wine, and falmon, trout 
and eel pies, neatly packed iii handfome towels at- 
tached to their faddles. Thefe people, with their 
horfes, filled up the place fo much, that no proper 
Orders could be given. At length, Gerard de Bles 
fdd to the duke,—* Sir, order all thefe horfe away 
that furround us : they are greatly in our way, and 
prevent us from knowing what is become of the 
van and rear divifion, under your marfhal fir Rp- 
bert de Namur.' * I confent,* replied the duke, 
and gave his orders. Upon this, Gerard and hia 
companions, fword in hand, began to lay about 
them, on helmets and horfes, fo that the place was 
inftantly cleared ; for no one would willingly have 
his horfe wounded or killed. 

To make an end of the bufinefs : the dukes of 
Juliers and Gueldres advanced full gallop on the 
van, under the command of the count de St. Paul 
and his fon, which they broke and defeated, and 
many were flain and made prifoners. This divifion 
made the greateft refiftance, and the count de St. 
Paul and his fon were among the d^ead. Fortune 

was. 
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was unkind to the duke of Brabant and his allies ; 
fpr this battle was fo fevere, few men of honour es- 
caped death or captivity. 

The duke of Brabant, fir Robert de Namur, fir 
Lewis, his brother, fir William de Namur, fon to 
the count de Namur, were made prifoners, and 
fuch numbers of others, that their enemies were 
fiillj occupied when they furrendered to them. 
Hiere were many flain on the fide of the duke of 
Juliers ; but you know it is a general obfervation, 
a defeated army dways fuffers the moil. 

The &abanters> however, had one fatis&dion 
in their gr^t lols, in the death of duke Edward of 
Queldres ; for it was the opinion of all, that had he 
(iirvived, he would have overrun the country, and 
conquered the whole, as well as BruiTels, without 
meeting any oppofition ; for he was a moft out- 
rageoully bold knight, and detefted the Brabanters, 
on account of the three caftles they held from him. 

The duke of Juliers gained this viftory on a Fri- 
day of Auguft, the eve of St. Bartholomew's day, 
in the year of our Lord 1371. 

The duchefs of Brabant, in her diftrefs, had re- 
courfe to king Charles V. of France, who was ne- 
phew to the duke. The king advifed her to apply 
in perfon to the emperor of Germany, as being bVo- 
ther to the duke of Brabant, and becaufe he had 
fuffered in the fupport of the emperor*^ rights. The 
lady did fo, and went to Conilance, where fhe found 
the emperor, to whom flie made her complaints* 
The emperor heard her with attention, and was 
bound by feveral reafons^ to grant her relief and 

comfort } 
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cbmFojft ; firft, bccaure the dukfe was hiS broAer , 
and becaiife he had appbiilled him his vic^f bf th6 
empire, and chief of the Languieff ide. He edhfoU'd 
the ducihefs, and told her, that before the eilfuhig 
fummer were pafled, he would provide ah atuplft 
remedy for what had happened. 

The diichefs returned ro Brabant greatly c6fti- 
forted. The emperor, lord Charles of Bohemia, 
was not inatlive ; for, as fooh as the Xvi'ntet was 
paffed, he went to the noble city of Colbgne, whef e 
he made fuch vaft provifiori of ftores, as if ht WcW 
about to march to the conqueft of a khigdo'm. He 
wrote to all counts and dukes who held lands 4itid6r 
him, to meet him the third day of Juiie, at Aix hi 
Chapelle, each accompanied by fifty hbrfe, utidtf 
psun of forfeiture of his lands for difobiedieiice. He 
particularly fummoned duke Albert, earl of Haili- 
ault, to Aix with fifty horfe, who obeyied. 

l?7hen all the lords who had been fumiti'ohfed 
were arrived ;^t Aix la Chapelle, the place was 
much crowded, and the emperor thfeh dieclared he 
would inftantly enter the duchy of Juliers to deftroy 
It, on aCrcount of the great outrage that had been 
pfFered him, by the duke of juliers taking up afm^ 
againfl: his vicar and brother ; for fuch had bcleft 
the fentejQce adjudged in the courts of the eiftpife. 

The archbifhop of Treves, the archbifliop of Co- 
logne, the bifhop of Mentz, th6 bifhop of Liege, 
duke Albert of Bavaria, the duke of Auftria, his 
brother, and many great barons of Germany, re- 
lations of the duke of Juliers, having confulted to- 
gether, thought that to deftroy the whole of the 
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terrkories of fo valiant a knight was a punHhme&t 
coo ferere. They therefore propofed that t&e duke 
c^f Juliers fliould foe fummoned, and brought to ao 
knoyfhAgt his error. This being agreed to^ aU 
parties kboured to bring about a reconciliation. 

Duke Albert and his brother went to Juliers^. 
where they found the duke fo much difmayed at 
this 'lat^ anuament of the emperor, that he knew 
not Itdw to ad,aor what council to follow, for ^ 
had heard 4t was intended againil him, unlds 3m 
fnmi^ exerted themfeives to avert it. Thedufae 
of Juliers was much rejoiced and comforted, bj 
fhe Arrival of two fuch lords as duke Albert of Ba- 
varia and the duke of Auflria, his brother, foefide 
being his relations ; for he knew they would not 
allow him to fuffer any difgrace, but would give 
him tiiie beft advice for his condud. They cotm- 
idled him as fellows: to fend fome of his prindpid 
kni^ts for his couiin, the duke of Brabant, whom 
he had detained a prifoner at large in the town aad 
tilftfe of Judeque*. When he was brought t0 
ihem, thde lords paTd him every refped that wu 
feSs due. They then all left Julkrs together, and 
Midfe to Aix^ where they difmounted at the b6tels 
^ivlttdi'had been prepared for them« 

'IShgke Albert, his brother, and the foefore^men* 
tioned prelates^ who had been mediators in this 
1)u(iiiefs, went to the emperor and his council, and 
•told them, that the duke of Juliers was, of his own 



* J^d&^ne, QL, if not Gidick^ Juliers* 
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ffetvnilj come to wait on him, and was willing to 
put himielf, without refervation, in bis power, as 
he acknowledged him for his fovereign and liege 
lord. TheTe humble words greatly foftened the 
anger of the emperor, and he replied, ^ Let the 
duke of Juliers come hither/ 

When the duke of Juliers was in the prefence of 
the emperor, he caft himfelf on his knees, and faid, 
--*r.* Moft redoubted and fovereign lord, I underftand 
you are much difpleafed with me- for having de* 
tained fo long in prifon your brother of Brabant* 
I am willing to refer the whole matter to your noble 
felf^ and will conform to whatever may be ybur 
judgment and that of your council.^ 

1 he emperor nude no anfwer to this fpeech ; but 
his fon, the Tdng of Bohemia, replied,-^* Duke of 
Juliers, you have behaved very outrageouily, <.ii| 
keeping fo long our uncle of Brabant prifoner; 
and had it not been for your well-beloved coufins^ 
the dukes of Bavaria and Apftris^ who have fo 
warmly interceded for you, this matter would have 
turned out yery difagreeably to you, and you would 
have well deferved that it fliould do fq. Continue 
your harangue, and manage that we be fatisfied 
with you, and that we have never again any caufe 
to compls^n pf your conduct j for another tin^e it 
willxpft you yery dear/ 

. The duk^ pf Juliers was ftill on his knees before 
the emperor, feated on his imperial throne, and dims 
fpoke : * My very redoubted and fovereign lord, I 
acknowledge that I have been guilty of contempt to 
your imperial dignity, by raifing an army, and en- 
gaging 
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gaging with it my coufm, your brother, the vicar 
of the holy empire. If the fortune of war gave me 
the day, and your brother was taken prifoner, I 
now reftorc him to you free of all ranfom ; and, if 
you pleafe, there fhali never again be any ill will 
or revenge thought on between us.' 

The prelates and princes, (landing round, faid, — 
' Moil renowned lord, accept the excufes and offers 
which your coufin, the duke of Juliers, makes you, 
and let them fatisfy you/ * We are willing to do 
fo,' faid the emperor ; and, as it was told me, in 
further confirmation, he took the duke of Juliew 
by the hand, as he rofe, and kiffed him on the 
mouth. The king of Bohemia and duke of Bra^ 
bant did the fame. 

Thus was Winceflaus of Bohemia, duke of 
Luxembourg and Brabant, delivered from prifoi^, 
by the power- of the emperor, without ranfom, as 
were all that had been made prifoners by the duke 
of Juliers, and who had not paid thdr ranfoms, by 
ithe treaties that were drawn up in c(Hifequence of 
.this reconciliation. 

When this matter had been concluded, the af- 
fembly broke up, and all returned to their homes* 
The emperor went to Prague, the duke of Brabant 
to Brufiels. When the duke of Brabant was there 
arrived, he impofed a very heavy tax on the country, 
|to make reftitution to the knights and fquires for 
/pme part of the loffes they had fuffered* 
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CHAP. XI. 

A CONtlNtJAtlON Of THE HISTOltY bF THE WAR^ 
RiEL BETWEE^NT URaBANT ANI> OXTELDMS.'— *5I^ 
THE DEATH Of DlTKE WINCESIAUS, THE YOtTN^ 
WILLIAM OF JULIfiRS, IWKE OF GUELDRE55, 
ENDEAVOURS BY EVERY MEANS TO REGAIN 

THE THREE CASTLES, Hp ALLIES HIMSELF TO 

THE KINO OF JEN^LAND, BECAUSE YRAWCE SVP* 
i^ORtS THE RIGHTS OF THE WIDOW-DUCHESS tjf 
?RA1^ANT. 

T Have takeirinuch paiirs to detail all the patti. 
* culars of this matter m my hiftory, to bring it to 
Ihe point I aifti at, which is to explain why king 
Charles of France led a powerfiii army into Oer- 
inafty. I might indeed have paffed it more briefly 
over, if I had chofen ; but the dates of aH thefe df- 
Cumftiances ought to be infer ted in this hiftory. In 
truth, I have my own manner of rdadng thk^s, 
ti/liich, though pleafmg to me, is indifierent enough. 
When I learnt that the kings of France and Eng- 
land were about to interfere in this bufinefs, I 
dxefted myfelf . to examine more deeply ihto flie 
fubjeft than I had hitherto done, and fhall continue 
it as follows. 

On the return of duke Winceflaus to Brabant^ 
freed from all dangers of prifon, as you have heard, 

»)6 
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he was defirous of vifiting his ftates and caftks, as 
well in the duchy of Luxembourg as eifewhere. 
He took therefore his road towards Alface and the 
city of Strafburgh, through the territory of Fauque^ 
mont. He vifited thofe three caftles which had 
caufed the hatred of the duke of Gueldres, and 
found them ftrong, handfome and well iituated. 
If he liked them before, he was now ftill more 
pteafed with them, and ordered' the tenants around 
to aflift in ftrengthening their fortifications. He 
employed mafons, carpentera^and ditchers to repair 
iihd brnament ^hem; and, before his departure, 
lie appointed a prudent and valiant knight, called 
fir J6hn Groffet, as governor in chic^f, with orden 
to guard and defend them at his periU The thifcc 
continued his journey through his ftates, {topping 
^t various places, according to his pleafure, and 
ihen returned to Brabant, which was his fixed 
Iplace of refidence. 

Sir John de Bldis had at this period married the 
.duchefs-dowager of Gueldres, to whom that duchy 
liad fallen by the death of lord Edward, flain, as 
Vou have heard, at the battle of Juliers: but the 
duchefs of Juliers oppofed her claim on Gueldres, 
and was fupported by the majority of the nobility 
and principal towiiS; for fhe was more popular 
with them than her eldeft fifter becaufe fhe had a 
fine fon, of an age to defend them in war, and 
neither her fifter nor her hufband, fir John de Blois, 
had ever peaceable poffeffion of the duchy* The 
war to fupport the claim of the duchefs, in which 
jt&e was ^rced to engage, coft him upwards of one 

hundred 
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hundred thoufand francs ; and after all Wflliam de 
Juliers, fon to the duke of Juliers, (who had early 
fliewn in his youth that chivalry and love of arms 
had defcended to him by blood on both fides) re- 
mained duke of Gueldres. 

An union was concluded between him and the 
elded daughter of duke Albert, who was married 
to the lord Edward of Gueldres, but the marriage^ 
on account of her extreme youth, had never been 
confummated. By this union with lord William, 
&t remained duchefs of Gueldres, 

Time and feafons pafs and change; and this 
young duke increafed in honour, firength and un- 
cterftanding, with a great defire for deeds of arms, 
and a ftrong inclination to add to his dates. His 
heart was more engUfh than french, and he had de- 
clared in his younger years that he would always 
aid the kings of England in their wars ; for, being 
more nearly connefted by blood with them thaa 
with the kings pf France, he bore them greater 
a£fe6ion. 

When his council gave him to underftand that 
the Brabanters did him much injury by the deten- 
tion of the three caftles which the duke and du- 
chefs held from him, he replied, * Be it fo : wait 4 
while : every thing has its turn. It is not yet tim^ 
for me to exert myfelf, for our CPU fin of Brabant 
has too many powerful friends ; but a timQ may 
come, when I will roufe myfelf in earneft/ 

Things remained in this ftate, until Qod w%s 
pleafed to call to him duke Winceflaus, who died 
duke of Brabant and Lnxembourg, as hae been a)- 
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ready related m (bis hiftoiy. The duchefs and the 
dates fuffered a great lofs by the death of this gaUantt 
duke. 

l^ie young duke of Gueldres, who was now df 
an age to mamtain his pretentions by arms againft 
his enemies, began to take meafures for the re- 
gaining thefe three caftles, which had created fuch 
hatred between Brabant and his uncle, the lord Ed- 
ward of Gueldres. He fent perfons properly au« 
thorifed to treat with the duchefs of Brabant for 
the furrender of the caflles on payment of the fum 
they had been mortgaged for : but the lady replied^ 
that as they were now legally in her polTeflionj fhe 
would keep them for herfelf and her heir, as her 
lawfiil inheritance ; and that if the duke were la 
eameft in his profeilions of friendihip to Brabant^ 
he would prove it, by yielding up the town of 
Grave, which he unjuftly detained. 

The duke of Gueldres on hearing this anfwer, 
which was not very agreeable to him, was much 
piqued, but did not the lefs adhere to his plans. 
He now attempted to gain over to his intereft the 
governor of thofe caftles, fir John Groffet, by pur- 
chafe or otherwife. The knight was prudent and 
fteady ; he told thofe who had been fent fecfetly 
to treat with him, never again to mention the fub- 
jed, for, were he to die for it, he would never aft 
diihonourably, nor be guilty of treafon to his lawful 
fovereign. 

When the duke found he had not any hopes of 
fucceedjng with the governor, he (as I was informed) 

addrefled 
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iddmfii)4 Ino^If to Gf Reginald d^£fcoilvenc»t« 
Wit exdted fuch a hatred between him and iir John 
GroiTet, for a very triflmg caufe, that the knigh(^ 
Was ibortly after murdered in the plains, either by 
fir Regin^tld, or by his people, or through an aniv 
bufcade, to the great vexation of the duchefs of Bra^^ 
bant and that country. The three caftlea were pul 
imder another governor by order of the duche& 
and her council. 

Aflfairs remained fome years in this ft^te ; but 
their mutual hatred was privately kept up, as well 
for thcfe caftles as for the town of Grave. Thofe 
of Gueldres that bordered on Brabant did as much 
mifchief as they could to their neighbours, more 
particularly the inhabitants of Grave, which is but 
four leagues diftant from Bois le Due, and a iin^ 
open country to ride over : they therefore haraiTed 
greatly the Brabanters near that part, ^ 

During the time th^fe things were pafling, the 
duke of Gueldres croiled the fea to i^ngland, tp 
vifit his coufm king Richard, and his other relative 
the duk^s of Lancafter, York and Glocefter, who 
were then at home, and the great barons of Eng- 
land. They made him good cheer, for they were 
defirous to fee and make acquaintance with him» 
having before heard how much the duke was at- 
tached to England. In this journey, he entered 
into alliance with the king of England ; and, al- 
though he had not hitherto received any thing from 
the king to induce him to become his liege man, 
he now accepted a penfidn of one thoufand marcs 

on 



7f 

M the king of Eighn^s treafury^ vBich^ aiiedrcHi^ 
to ^ ralueof tlie coin was equal to four tho]^^g4^^ 
francs ready money *» 
'^"'^nfl? was advifed to renew hia claims on Brabant, 
md w^ fjtomifed to be effe£hially affifted by Eag^ 
land, that no lofs (hould accrue to him. In return 
for which) he fwore to be for ever loyal in his fer- 
▼ic^ to England : all this he too readily entered 
into* When this treaty had l>een concluded, he 
took leaw of the king and his barons, and returned 
to Goeldres, when he told the duke of JuHers what 
he had done, and how he had flrengthened himfelf 
by his alliance with England. 

The duke of Juliers, who, from age, had more 
experience than his fon, was not much rejoiced on 
hearing it, and fsudy*-^ William, what you have 
done may be the caufe that both you and I fhaU 
dearly pay for your vifit to England. Are you ig- 
norant of the power of the duke of Burgimdy, and 
that he has not his equal in this refped ? He is the 
next hdr to the duchy of Brabant, and how can yon 
think of fucceeding in any oppofition to him, or of 
refifting fo potent a prince ?* * How !' replied die 
duke of Gueldres, ^ the more rich and powerful he 
iS) the better to make war on. I had rather have 
for my enemy a rich man, who has large pofie& 
ftons, than a little baron from whom nothing can 
be gained : for one blow I receive, 1 wiih to give 



* See the Foedera, an. 10. Ricardi II. where the treaty is at 
length. The peniion was for Wh, of on« thoufand pounds 
gerling. '**^''' " " '' -»-— «ci^ 
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fix ; befides, the emperor of Germany is fo vctvteh 
comoeSied with England, that I may look for aifift* 
ance from him fhould there be occaiion/ 

^ By my faith, fair fon William, you are mad ; 
and more of your fchemes will fall to the ground 
than will be accomplifhed/ 

I will explain why the duke of Juliers thus 
checked his fon, and doubted of the fuccefs of hid 
enterprifes. The late king of France exerted bim- 
felf much to gain friends in di£Ferent parts ; and, 
though he could net prevail on many to join him 
in his wars, yet, by gifts and other compliments, 
he kept them quiet, and by fuch means acquired 
feveral friends in the empire and elfewhere. When 
the emperor had forgiven the duke of Juliers* con- 
dud to the duke of Brabant> and the^Iaft> by ob- 
taining his liberty, was reconciled to the duke of 
Juliers, he, at the defire of the king of France, 
waited on him at Paris, where he was mod kindly 
received. The king gave to him and his knights 
very rich prefents of jewels, to jhe great fatisfaftion 
of the duke. In this vifit the duke was prefented 
with Vierfon* and its lordfhips, which he held as a 
fief from the king, to whom he fwore he would 
never bear arms againft France. Vierfon was ori- 
ginally dependant On the counts de Blois, is fi- 
tuated between Blois and Berry, and may be worth 
about five hundred francs a year. 

During the reign of Charles V. he truly kept his 

* Vierfon, — a cit^ of Berry, on the Cher, diocefe of BourgeSr 
twenty-two leagues from Orleans. 
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oath, and, as long as this king lived, neither bore 
arms himfelf, nor entered into any treaty with the 
enemies of France. When Charle$ VI> began hit 
reign, he was fo much embroiled with the wars 
with Flanders and England, that he could not at- 
tend to every thing. The duke of Juliers, not 
bdng fummoned, did not renew his homage for 
Vierfon; and the duke of Berry, nodcing this, 
feized the lands, which he {aid were dependant on 
him, and thus deprived the coimts of Blois of their 
rights. This, however, caufed no quarrel between 
the fiunilies, for I faw them frequently together, 
jmd, indeed, from their connection it was right 
they fliould be good friends ; for Lewis, fon of the 
duke of Berry, was married to the lady Mary, 
daughter of the count de Blois. 

The duke of Juliers had thoughts of claiming the 
lands of Vierfon, until he found his fon had fo 
haftily, and, as he thought, imprudently allied him« 
felf with England, which he imagined would never 
turn out to his advantage^ He had therefore 
fpQken to him in the manner I have related, when 
die duke of Gueldres returned from ^England; but 
he paid not any attention to it, and« as he was 
young and rafh, replied to his father, that he would 
not do otherwife than he had faid; and that he 
preferred war to peace, and war againfl the king of 
France to a contefl with a poorer perfon. 
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CHAP. XII. 

THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT SENDS AMBASSADORS 
TO FRANCE FOR ASSISTANCE AGAINST THE DUKE 

OF OUELDRES. THEY ARRIVE AT TH^ S^H^ 

TIME THl? duke's CHALLENGE IS BROUGHT, AK9 
^JiCEIVB FAVOURABI.^ Aiv^SWERS. 



rTHE duchieis of Brabant, who refided at Brufleli^ 
was well informed of every thing that was paff^ 
uig, and that the duke of Gueldres menaced the 
3rabanters with war* She was fearful that he 
would put his threats in execution, and faid,— 
^ Ah; may God gradoufly pardon my deceafed lord $ 
for^ had. he been alive, the duke of Gueldres would 
liot have dared to ufe the e9;preifions I hear he has 
done; but, becaufe I am a woman, and old, he 
wants to attack and m?^^ war on me.' 

The duchefs aflenxbl^d her council on the qo 
cafion ; for Ihe knew her opppnent was of ^ 'hafty 
teniper, and that a^on would foon follow his 
words. At the time this council was held, the duke 
of Gueldres had fent his defiance to the king of 
France, which had caufed great ilander in all coun- 
tries where it had been told ; for the duke was but 
a petty prince in comparifon with others ; and the 
tenor of this challenge was, as I heard, written in 
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fuch impious and coarfe language as aftonlihed 
all who faw it. 

This challenge was fpoken of varioufljr, accord- 
ing as the different perfons to whom it was lold 
were attached. 

The council of the duchefs, in anfwer to her 
when ihe demanded their advice, faid, — ^ In the 
name of God, lady, what you aik may be fpeedily 
given. We advife, that you fend ambafladors to 
the king of France and to the duke of Burgundy. 
You have a good opportunity; for the duke of 
Gueldres has fent his defiance to the king of 
France and all his allies. Should he carry his 
threats into execution, and, as it is reported, make 
war on that kingdom, in conjun£tion with the £ng- 
lifli imd Germans, he cannot gain a more convenient 
entrance into it^ than through your duchy. It is 
right, therefore, the king and the duke of Burgundy 
be prepared, and that all your caftles on the fron- 
tiers be well fupplied with men at arms ; for there 
is no enemy fo contemptible, but that he Ihould be 
feared. We do not mean to fay that againit him 
alone, nor for what the Gueldrians may be able to 
do againft us, we ihould feek for afliflance or allies : 
oh, no ; but on account of the connedions he may 
have formed with foreign countries, efpecially with 
the Englifh, in whofe caufe he is now arming, and 
the Germans, who are avaricious, and eager to 
make war on France for the wealth they hope to 
find there/ 

The duchi^fs replied, * Your advice is good^ and 
I will that attention be paid to it.' The envoys to 
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France were chofen from among the privy coun« 
fellors of Brabant, and were the lord de Bourgueval 
mafter of the houfehold, fir John Opem, a moft 
amiable knight, fir Nicholas de la Monnoye and 
JdRn ' de Grave, a clerk. When their credential 
letters v^ere drawn out and fealed, they left Bruffels 
and took the road to Paris. At this time, however, 
the king and the duke of Burgundy were at Rouen^ 
whither the ambafladors went. 

On their arrival at, Rouen, they waited fir ft on 
the duke of Burgundy, who entertained them hand« 
fomely, as he knew them well, and fhewed him 
their credential letter?. The duke having perufed 
them, at the proper hour led them to the king, who 
received them gracioufly, from his regard to their 
duchefs. 

The king,after reading their papers, faid ; * Whit 
you requeft, demands confideration : keep near 
our fair uncle of Burgundy, and your bufinefs fhall 
be attended to, and concluded as fpeedily as nAj 
be.' This anfwer was fatisfaftory to them, and, 
having taken leave of the king and the duke <)f 
Burgundy, they returned to their lodgings. 

The king of France, his uncles and the lords of 
his council, had, at this moment, full employment, 
and were daily in council refpefting different matters 
which required it. The challenge of the duke of 
Gueldres was not very agreeable ; and they knew 
not the intentions of the duke of Brittany, from 
his ftrange conduct in regard to the conftable of 
France. They had likewife heard he was bufy in 
providing all his towns and caflles with (lores and 
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men at arms ; and that his correfpondence was now 
more frequent than ever with the king of England 
and hk two uncles : for the duke of Lancafter was 
(till in Galicia« The council of France had, there- 
fore, enough to do, to weigh well thefe matters ; 
and were fo much occupied on them, that the Bnu 
banters waited fome time for their anfwen • 

At length, the duke of Burgundy gave it them 
as follows : ^ You will return to our fair aunt, and 
falute her many times in my name. Give her thefe 
letters from the king and from me ; and tell her, 
that we coniider her affairs as our own, and defire 
her not to be alarmed at any thing, for fhe ihiU 
have fpeedy aid ; and tell her that the country of 
Brabant fhall not, in any way, be hurt or ilamaged.' 
This anfwer was very agreeable to the ambaflfadors, 
whQ inltantly returned to Paris, and thence to Bnif- 
fel3, and gave the duchefs a detailed account of 
what had pa0ed, and of the anfwer they had re^^ 
ceived, fo that ihe was perfedly contented. 
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CHAP. xra. 

I 

CONCERNING THE RUMOURS OF THE SIGNS OF 
SANCTITY WHICH WERE MANIFESTED BY TH& CAR- 
DINAL DE LUXEMBOURG AFTER HIS DEATH.-— 
THE EXTRAORDINARY END OF THE KING OF 
NAVARRE. 

• 

A BOUT this period, there were many rumours, 
that the body of Saint Peter de Luxembourg, 
who had been a cardinal, fhewed miraculous powers 
in the city br Avignon. This holy cardinal was the 
fon of the lord Guy de Saint Paul, flain at the 
battle of Juliers. I muft fay, that the cardinal led 
a moft holy and devout life, doing works agreeable 
to God ; for he was courteous, modeft, chafte and 
a great almfgiver. He kept from his church-pre- 
ferments merely fufficient for his maintenance, 
and gave all the reft to the poor. He was the 
greater part of the day and night in prayer, and 
fhunned all worldly vanities. His life was fo de- 
vout that it pleafed God to call him in his youth ; 
and, inftantly after his death, his body, which he 
had ordered to be buried in the common fepulchre 
with the poor, performed miracles, for his whole 
life was full of humility, but it was interred in the 
chapel of St. Michael. 

When 
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When the pope and cardinals perceived that mi-^ 
racks increafed from this holy body, they fcnt aii^ 
account of them to the king of France and to the 
elder brother of the faint, count Walerari de St. 
Paul, inviting him to come to Avignon. The count 
could not refufe, and, when he went thither, pre- 
fented thofe fine filver lamps which are now before 
1h8. altar. It was wonderful the great faith that 
was in this faint, and the numbers who came tliither 
when I was at Avignon j for by that city I returned 
from Foix, to wimefs this. His miracles and vo- 
taries daily multiplied, and it was faid he w'ould be 
canonized ; but I never heard more about itr 

Since I have related the death of this holy car- 
dinal, I will mention that of a different perfon, for 
I have not yet fpoken of the death of a king who 
has fupplied ample materials for many parts of this^ 
biftory. His aftions, however, were the revcrfe 
from thofe of the preceding perfonage, for by them 
the realm of France was nearly deftroyed. You will 
i^eadily guefs I mean the king of Navarre. It is a 
truth well known, that nothing is more cc:rtain' 
than death. I repeat it becaufe the king of Navarre,^ 
when he died, did not think his end fo near. Had 
he fuppofed it, he probably ^ould have tatken more * 
care of himfelf. He refided in the city of Panipeiuna, 
and took it into his head that he would raife two 
hundred thoufand florins by a tax on his country. 
liis council dared not fiiwuradidl him, for he was a 
ctuel man to all who did fo. 

The principal inhaWtants of the great towns were 
fummoncd, and, fearful of difobeyiiig, they came.^ 

When 



88 

When all vrttc afTembled in the palace, the king 
himfelf, who was a fubtie and eloquent man, ex- 
plained to them the reafons why he wanted money ; 
and that two hundred thoufand florins mull be 
raifed from the country, in fuch wife that the rich 
ihould pay ten francs each, the middling ranks fivCt 
and the poor one franc This demand much 
aftoniihed his audience; for the preceding year 
there had been a battle in Navarre, which had 
caufed a tax to be laid for one hundred thou(and 
florins : he had, belide, in the fame year, married 
his daughter, the lady Jane, to the duke of Brittany, 
and there were large arrears of the tax for her 
dower yet unpaid. 

The king having demanded their anfwer, they 
requefted fome time to confult together : he allowed 
lem fifteen days, when they were all to meet again 
the fame place, that is to fay, thofe who had come 
from the cities and towns ; on which they departed. 
When news of this heavy tax was known, the whole 
country was in confternation. At the end of the 
^fteen days, they alTembled again at Pampeluna^ 
and the deputies from the principal towns amounted 
to about fixty perfons. The king would hear their 
mnfwer in perfon, and he ordered them to make it 
in a large orchard, which was diftant from the pa^ 
lace and inclofed with high walls« 

In giving their anfwer, they explained how im- 
poffible it was for the country to pay this new tax 
from the poverty of the kingdpm, and from the 
arrears of former taxes being (till unpaid* They 
v^e uowmous in this declaration, and begged of 

himj 
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Ittoi^ kit God^t fake, to have pity on them, for the 
country could not in truth bear any additional tax« 

When the king of Navarre found he had not any 
hopes of fuccefs, he was filent and difcontented : 
on leaving them, he faid, * You have been badly 
advifed : confult together again :' and then went 
away, followed by his council. The deputies were 
(hut up in this orchard, with orders for no one to 
be fuflfered to go out of it, and very little meat or 
drink to be given them. They remained thus in 
great fear of their lives, and none dared open their 
lips. It may be fuppofed he fucceeded at laft in his 
plan; for he beheaded three of the mod deter- 
mined in their oppofition, to frighten the others to 
his will. 

At this moment an extraordinary event happened 
at Pampeluna, which feemed a judgment from God. 
I will relate it, as feveral perfons from Pampeluna 
told it me at Foix, which is but three days journey 
off. 

It was reported, that the king of Navarre ws^ 
fond of women, and had at this time a very hand«s 
feme lady for his miftrefs, with whom he occafion- 
ally amufed himfelf, for he had been long a wi- 
dower. Having paiTed a night with her, he re- 
turned to his own chamber, fhivering with cold, 
and faid to one of his valets, ^ Prepare my bed, for 
I want to lie down and repofe myfelf a little.' When 
ready, he undreffed himfelf and went to bed } but 
he was no fooner laid down than he began to fhake, 
and could not get warm. He was of a great age, 
about fixty, and accuftomed to have his t>ed well 

warmed 
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warmed with heated air to make him fwtat ; and^ 
this practice he had long continaed without any* 
vifible harm. He ordered his fervants to warm Hie 
bed as ufual ; but this time, either by the will of 
God or the devil, it turned out very unfortunate, 
for the flames feme how fet fire to the fheets, and 
it could not be extinguifhed before they were de«i 
(troyed, and the king, who was wrapped up in 
them, horridly burnt as far as his navel. He did 
not inftantly die, but lingered on, in great pain and 
mifery, fifteen' days ; for neither furgeon nor phy- 
fician could apply any remedies to prevent his death. 
Such was the end of the king of Navarre, which, 
however, freed his poor fubjeSs from the tax he . 
would have laid on them. His fon Charles was a 
young, handfome and gallant knight : he was ac- 
knowledged king of Navarre by all his fubjeSs, 
and, foon after the obfequies of his father, was 
crowned in the city of Pampeluna*. 

CHAP. 



* * Charles king of Navarre died in 1387, aged 55 years. 
His death was worthy of his life. He was wrapped up in cloths' 
thai had been dipped in fpirit of wine and fulphur to re^animtta 
the chill in his limbs, caufed by his debaucheries, and to cure 
his leprofy. By feme accident, they caught fire, as they were 
fewing them about him, and burnt the flefh off his bones. It it 
thus that almoft all the french hiftorians relate the death of 
Charles ; but in the letter of the bifhop of Di x, his principal 
minifter, to queen Blanche, the fifter of this prince, and widow 
of Philip de Valois, there is not one word faid of this horrid ac- 
cident, but only of the great pains he fuffered in his laft illnefs, 
and the refignation with which he bore them. Voltaire pretends 
that Charles was not worfe than many other princes. Fercraf 
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CHAP. XIV. 

- J 

THE i>nK£ OF BERRY BESIEOBS VENTADOUR*. 

VOU have before read of the treaties thd count 
d'Armagnac and the dauphin of Auyergne at- 
tempted to make with the captains of the free com-* 
panics who held caftles and forts in Auvergne^ the 
Gevaudan, and Limoufin, and were at war with 
their neighbours. Many of them were inclined to 
accept the terms offered, for they thought they had 
fufficiently plundered France, and wifhed to da the 
fame elfewhere. The count d' Armagnac promifed 



had faid before him, that the French (imamed him Charles the 
Bad, on account of the troubles he had fomented in the king«^ 
dom ; but that, if his a£tions were examined, he would, be fbnnd 
not fufficiently wicked to deferve fuch a iimame. It ta, how* 
ever> precifely his actions that have caufed it. He was« fajg- 
father Daniel^ treacherous, revengeful^ cruel, and the fole cauie 
of the ruin of France. Father Daniel fpeaks exactly like Ma- 
riana^ who has painted with energy his crueltief^ his infamous 
debaucheries and his treafons. Our belt hiflorians have done 
the fame. But it is one of the follies of our age to attempt the 
re-efiablifhment of the moil worthlefs charadters, and to cry 
down thofe reputations that have been the mofl exalted.* 

Nouveau DiBionnaire Hifiorique, 
Fer more of Charles de Navarre, fee les Memoires de 
l'«Academie. 

* Venudour,-.a caflle in the diocefc of Limoges 

to 
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to lead them into Lombardy ; l)ut the count de 
Foix, whom it was not eafy to deceive, imagined 
that was not his intention, and made fecret inquiries 
as to the progrefs of the bufinefs, and whither the 
'men at arms were to march on quitting their ftrong 
^ids. The common report was, that they ftiil 
continued their courfes, for the men of the country 
fo related it to him. Upon hearing this, he (hook 
his head, and faid,-*-* Such men at arms will not 
be trifled with. The count d'Armagnac and his 
brother Bernard are young, and I know they 
neither love me nor my country : thefe men at arms^ 
therefore^ may perchance fall on me, unlefs I (hall 
take proper order to guard againft them. The 
proverb fays, ^ Long provifion beforehand niaketh 
fure poiTeflion.' 

The count de Foix was not, in truth, wrong in 
his conjedures, as appearances at one time (hewed, 
which I ihall relate, if I carry my hiftory to that 
length. 

You have heard how that Breton, Geoffry Tete- 
noir, had long held the caftle of Ventadour, on the 
bbrders of Auvergne and the Bourbonois, and had 
refufed to furrender for any money that had been 
offered him. He confidered this caftle as his own 
inheritance, and had forced all the furrounding 
country to enter into compofition with him to avoid 
being plundered. By this means every one could 
labour the ground at thdr pleafure, and he was 
enabled to keep the ftate of a great baron. He was 
a cruel man, and very ferocious in his anger, mind* 
in^ no more killing a man than a beaft. "You 

muft 
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muft know^ that when die tax for the redemption 
of thefe cafUes was firft raifed, thofe in Auvergne^ 
imagining that Ventadour would be furrendered to 
the duke of Berry, and the country delivered from 
the oppreffions of the garrifon, very cheerfully paid 
their quota. But when they faw that of thofe gar* 
rifons who continued their inroads, that of Venta^ 
dour was the mod daring, chey were very difoonfo- 
late, and confidered the tax; that had been raiH^ as 
thrown away. They declared, that until the gar- 
rifon of Ventadour was prevented from overrunning 
the country! they would never pay doe ftrthing of 
any future tax. 

This was carried to the duke of Berry, who was 
lieutenant of Limoufin, Gevaudan and Auvergne, 
and he declared to his council, that thofe who had 
made fuch declaration were in the right, and that 
the promifes that had been held out were badly 
kept, by their not having fo clofely befieged the 
place, to prevent the garrifon fallying forth. 

The duke then ordered that four hundred fpeart 
ibould be colle£ied, and paid by the country, and 
placed under the command of fir William de 
Lignac and fir John Bonne-lance, a courteous 'and 
valiant knight from the Bourbonois, for them to 
invefl Ventadour completely on all fides with block- 
houfes. 

Thefe knights and men at arms laid their fiege 
as clofely as they could to the caftle, and ereded 
four block-houfes : they alfo had large trenches 
cut by the peafants, and every obftrudion thrown 

acrofs 
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acrofs the roads they ufed to take, fo that the gar* 
tifon was completely fliut in. Geoffry, however, was 
indifferent to this ; for he knew he liad proyifion 
and {lores to lad for feven years, and that his caftle 
was fo ftrongly placed upon a rock that it could not 
be taken by ftorm; and, notwithftanding thefe. 
block-houfes, and this fuppofed complete blockade, 
he^^t times, with fome of his companions, made 
fallies through a poftern that opened between two 
hidden rocks^ and overran the country in fearch of 
wealthy pxifetaars. They never brought any thing 
befide ^irffli them to the caftle, on account of the 
difficulty of the paffes. This opening could ftot be 
clbfed, and, to the furprife of the country, they 
were found abroad feven leagues diftant : if they 
Deere by accident purfued, and had once regained 
their mountains, though the chace lafted for three 
leagues^ they confidered themfelves as fecure as if 
hi their fort. This manner of haraffing the country 
was long continued ; and the fiege of the caftle^ in 
the manner I have related, lafted for more than a 
year : by it the country was faved the large fums 
tlfey ufed to pay as compofition-money. We will, 
fbr the prefent, leave Ventadour, and, by way of 
variety, fpeak of other matters. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE DUKE OF BURQUNDY SENDS FOUR HUMfUtED 
. SPEARS TO THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT.^— THEY 

SURPRISE AND BURN THE TOWN OF SEAULLE IN 

OUBLDRES. 

'I HE duke of Burgundy was not forgetful of his 
pFomife to his aunt, the duchefs of Brabant. 
He aflembled a body of four hundred good men at 
arms, from Burgundy and other parts, and ap* 
pointed two knights for their commanders: the 
one was (ir William de la Trimouille, a Burgun* 
«lian ; the other, fir Gervais de Merande,' a Ger- 
man: and faid to them, — f You will conduft thefe 
men at arms to that part of the frontiers of Brabant 
and Gueldres our fair aunt and her council have 
fixed on, and make a fevere war on her enemy, 
for fuch are our commands.' The knights replied, 
they were ready and willing to obey his orders* 

When all their ftores and men were affembled, 
they fet out for Brabant, and, having entered the 
duchy of Luxembourg, fent to inform the duchefs 
of their coming. The marfhal of Brabant went to 
meet and conduft them, and, by the diredlions of 
the council, quartered them in the three caftles the 
duke of Gueldres claimed, of which they now 
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formed the garrifon, and, being on the enemy't 
land, \^ent forth daily in hopes to meet them* 
.'Tkc duke of Gueldres, perceiving hoftilities 
were begun, reinforced all his towns and caftles, 
and made every preparation to withftand his op- 
ponents. Sir William de la Trimouille, defirous 
to gain renown, and to do fome aft that fhould 
mako it known he was in the country, caft his eyes 
on a tQwnr of Gueldres, about four leagues from 
the cafUe wherein he was, in hopes to gain it : it 
it was called SeauUe. Having fecredy opened his 
mind to fir Gervais de Merande, and explained his 
intentions, he agreed to accompany him i for he 
•was equally anxious for deeds of arms. Having 
coUeded' men from the different garrifons, they 
marched off at midnight, at a briik trot, under the 
care of able guides, who brought them to SeauUe 
near the point of day. They then halted, and 
formed another difpofition, which, as it was told 
me, was as follows : fir Gervais, with only thirty 
lances, was to leave the main body, and, if poflible, 
to gain and keep the gate, until fir William fhould 
arrive with the remainder ; for if the whole had 
advanced, 'an alarm might have been given, but fo 
few would poffibly be taken for a party whom 
the duke of Gueldres had fent to reinforce the 
place, or fome of his men who were riding from 
one town to another. 

As they had planned, fo was it executed: fir 
Gervais left the army with thirty german fpears, 
and rode towards the town. He paffed indeed 
many people on his road thither j for it was mar- 

ket-day. 
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ket-day, ind, as he pafled, faluted them in GeN 
man, which m^ide them all fuppofe they were thek 
countrymen, attached to the duke of Gueidtes^ 
and going to the garrifon. Sir Gervais rode on 
undi he. came to the gate, which he found wide 
open s^d ilightly guarded : indeed it was fo early^ 
that few were out of bed. They there haked, and 
were fcarcely matters of the gate, when fir William 
de la Trimouille, with the main body^ came up full 
gdlop, and entered the town, fhouting their V:ry. 

Thus was the town won without any defence 
being made : the garrifon never imagined the 
!l^rench would have been fo enterprifmg, and the 
greater part were ftill in bed. It was on the MaN 
tinmas eve this deed was done, 'three days before, 
an englifh knight had entered the town with ten 
fpears and thirty archers, whom the king of Eng- 
land had fent thither. The knight^s name was fit 
William Fikaoul * ; and, at the moment of the ^rft 
noife and buftle, he was getting out of his bed« 
Hearing the town was taken, he alked by whom. 
He was told by Bretons. * Ha!* faid he, * Bretons 
are wicked fellows : they will pillage and burn the 
town, and then leave it : whofe cry have they ? ' 

* In the name of God,* replied a knight, * they cry 

• Trimouille!' 

Sir William Fikaoul, upon this, armed himfelf, 
and made his men do the fame, and barricade his 
houfe, to fee if any would come to his refcue, but 

* Fikaoul. Verard has Filzraoul, and my MS. Fitz-Paul* 
Lord Bernen has the lame as in the text. 
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In vain j for every one was fo frightened, they were 
flying in all direftions, fome for the church, others 
to efcape by an oppofite gate to that the enemy had 
entered, abandoning all they pofTefTed. 

The French fet fire to the town to alarm others 
at a diftance, but there were many boufes of ftone 
and brick which could not be afFeded by it: 
however, the greater part was burnt down and 
pillaged, for nothing worth taking was left j and 
they carried away fome of the richeft inhabitants 
prifoners. 

The englifh knight was taken doing his duty. 
When he faw all was loft, he ordered his houfe to 
be cleared of the barricades ; for he was fearful 
of fire, as his hall was full of fmoke, and, placing 
himfelf and men in front, fought very valiantly, 
but at length was made prifoner by fir William de 
la Trimouille ; his men were likewife taken, for 
few were flain. When the French had done all 
they lifted at Seaulle, in Gueldres, and their fervants" 
had packed up the plunder, they departed, for it 
would have been folly to have remained longer, and 
marched to their different garrifons. 

^ Such was the fuccefs of this firft blow the duke 
of Gueldres received : he was much vexed when 
he heard of his lofs, and haftened thither with a 
large body of men at arms, hoping to find the 
French ftill there. He ftrengthened and repaired 
the town, and placed therein a garrifon, who were 
more diligent in guarding it than the preceding 
one had been. Thus it happens in warj fometimes 
one fide lofes, and fometimes another* 

The 



99 

The duchefs of Brabant was highly pleafed with 
the fuccefs of fir William de la Trimouilie and fir 
Gervais de Merande, and they acquired much re- 
nown for it throughout the country. It was the 
common talk in Brabant, that in the courfe of the 
enfuing fummer, they would renew the attack, and 
keep poffeffion of it, for they fhould then have a 
fufficient force. 

The duke of Burgundy was well pleafed to hear 
fuch fatisfadiory accounts of the (,'ood condud of 
tliofe he had fent to Brabant ; and, to encourage 
them to perfevere, h6 frequently wrote to his 
knight fir William de la Trimouilie. They guard- 
ed fo well the caftles on the frontier, that no lofs 
happened ; and the enemy was more careful in re« 
gard to their towns than they had been before the 
^capture of SeauUe. 

I will now relate an exploit of Perrot le Bearnois 
in Auvergne, and detail the whole hiftory pf it at 
lengths 
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CHAP. XVI. 

OKRONNET DE MAUDURANT, ONE OF THE CAPTAIITS 
OF PERROT LE BEARNOIS, HAVING BEEN MADS 
PRISONER BY JOHN BONNE-LANCE, AT MONTFBR- 
RANT IN AUVERGNE, FINDS MEANS, AFTER Hlf 
RANSOM WAS PAID, TO PUT L£ BEARNOIS IX 
POSSESSION OF MONTFERRANT. 

nrmS fame year, about the middle of May, forty 
bold companions fet out from Chalu9et*, in 
the pofleffion of Perrot le B^arnois, in Limoufiiis 
to feek adventures in Auvergne, under the conli- 
mand of a fquire from Gafcony called Oeronnet 
de Maudurant, an able man at arms. On accoont 
of the dread this country and the borders ol the 
Bourbonois had of thefe people, the duke of Bour- 
bon had appointed, for its defence, one of his 
knights, a valiant man at arms, called fir John 
Bonne-lance, who was courteous, amorous and 
eager to difplay his courage. When he heard thefe 
companions were abroad, he alked how many they 
might be : and when they faidj * About forty,* he 
replied, * As for forty lances, we do not fear that 
number : I will take as many to meet them.* 
He then departed from the place where he had 



* Chalu^ct,— «le6Uon of Limoges, near Pierre-buffiere* 
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beard of this excurfion, but his greater force was 
before Ventadour, and collefted about forty or fifty 
of his men at arms that were difperfed on the bor* 
ders of Limoiifin, Auvergne and the Bourbonois, 
for he was very delirous to perform fome deed of 
arms. He had with him fir Lewis d'Ambiere, fit 
Lewis d'Abtcm and the lord de St. Obife. I'hey 
took the field without following any particular 
roady fov they were well acquainted with the coun* 
try, and came to a pafs through which they ima« 
gined the eiiemy muil cro&^ and no where elfe, cm 
account of the mountains, and a river which is wide 
and deep from the melting of the {how. 

They had not been there half an hour when the 
cn^my appeared, no way fufpeding this meeting. 
Bonne^lance and his party, with their fpears in their 
refb, charged them, fhouting their cry as they were 
defcending the mountain on foot. When they 
found ' they muft fight, they put a good counter 
fiance on it, and prepared for their defence : Ge- 
rennet, who was a ftout %uire, fet them the ex< 
ample. Many were, at the firft onfet, beat down 
OS both fides ; but, to fay the truth, the French 
were by far better men at arms than thefe adven- 
turers, which they fliewed, for not one turned his 
back but the fervants,who by flight faved themfelves 
while their matters were fighting. Two and twenty 
were made prifoners, and fixteen left dead on the 
field : their leader furrendered himfelf prifoner to 
Bonne-lance. 

The victorious party fet out on their return, 
carrying their prifoners with them. On the road, 

^ Bonne- 
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Bonne-lance recolleded that, about a month ago, 
when at Montferrant in Auvergne, he had befen 
well received by the ladies and damfels, and that, 
as they were amufing themfelves, they faid to him, 

* Fair brother Bonne-lance, you are often in the 
field, and muft at times meet your enemies/ A 
lady, who was much in his good graces, added,— 

* I am fure you have frequent engagements with 
them, and I fay fo becaufe I ihould like to fee an 
Englifhman. I have often heard, from a fquire 
of this country with whom you are well acquaint- 
ed, of the name of Gourdines, that they are deter- 
mined men at arms, and as expert as any in this 
country. Indeed, they prove it by their gallantry, 
and by taking from us towns and caflles, and keep- 
ing poffeffion of them.' *.By God, fair lady,* re- 
plied Bonne-lance, ^ if I have the good fortune to 
make one of them my prifoner, you fhall fee him.^ 

* Many thanks,* anfwered the lady. 

When Bonne-lance remembered this, he had 
taken the road to Clermont in Auvergne, as the 
engagement had been hard by ; but he quitted it, 
and followed that to Montferrant, which lay about 
one league off on the left hand. 

The inhabitants of Montferrant were in high 
fpirits at the fuccefs of Bonne-lance over thefe ad- 
venturers, and gave him a hearty welcome. 

When he and his people had difmounted at the 
hotel, they difarmed and took their eafci The 
ladies and damfels affembled to entertain and feaft 
Bonne-lance, whom they came twenty times to fee. 
He gallantly received them, for he was a prudent 
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knight, and addreiling himfelf to the lady who was 
fo anxious to lee an Englifhman, faid, — ^ Lady, I 
am come to acquit myfelf of the promife I made 
you about a month ago, that if I fhould, by good 
fortune, take an Tnglifhman prifoner, I would 
fliew him to you. Through the grace of God,. I 
Jiave this day fallen in with a party of very valiant 
ones ; but, although they gave us enough to do, 
the field is ours. They were not indeed real 
Englifhmen, but Gafcons who wage war under that 
name, and come from Beam and upper Gafcony. 
You may view them at your leifure j for, out of 
my love to you, I fhall leave them in this town un- 
til they have paid me their ranfom.* 

The ladies laughed, turned the matter into mer- 
riment, and faid, they were obliged to him. When 
they departed, he accompanied them, and remain- 
ed in Montferrant for three days amufing himfelf 
with the ladies and damfels. Bonne-lance, during 
his flay, gave good entertainment to Maudurant 
and his companions,' as he faw they were poor, but 
bold fellows in the field : it would have been better 
for the town had he killed or drowned them than 
to have left them there. 

• When he was going away, he faid to Geronnet, 

* You will remain here as hoftage for your com- 
panions, who are to feek your ranfom : and, when 
you fhall be prepared to pay, I have ordered a per- 
fon to receive it for me; and, the moment you 
have acquitted yourfelf to me, you may depart, 
for I have left inftrudions that you may meet with 
no impediment. Remember, Geronnet, that I have 
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treated you handfomely ; an4» if any of our men 
fall into your hands^ do you treat them in like 
manner/ * On my i^th/ replied Geronnet, * my 
fair lord and mafter, that I will cheerfully do, for 
V|re are bounden to it by your generous condu^.' 

Bonnie-lance returned to the fiege of Ventadour, 
and twelve of his prifoners , remained in Montfer- 
rant. The ten others, according to agreement, 
retm-ned to Chalu9et, to feek, from Perrot le Bear- 
nois, two-and-twenty hundred francs ; for this was 
the fum their ranfoms had been fixed at. The 
twelve in Moncferrant were lodged in a handfpme 
houfe, and lived at much expenfe. They were not 
ftridly watched ; and, during the fifteen days they 
ftaid, they went about the town to amufe them« 
felves, and made fuch obfervations on the ftate 
of it as coft it afterwards one hundred thoufand 
francs. 

When the captain of Chaluget heard of the ill 
fuccefs of Geronnet de Maudurant, and that he 
and his companions had been defeated by fir John 
Ponne-lance, he was very indifferent about it, and 
replied to thofe who had brought him the news^^-^ 
* You are come hither to feek for money to pay his 
and your ranfoms; are you not?* 'Yes,* they 
replied, * for gain is not always to be looked for.* 
< I know nothing of gain or lofs,' anfwered the 
captain ; ' but this I know, you will get nothing 
from me. I did not fend you on this excurfion: 
it was your own free eledion to feek an adventure. 
Bend to, or tell your companions when you fee 
tbem> that adventure muft deliv^ thenu jbo you 
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friend indeed : I (hall riik them for Geronnet's 
freedom : he is able to regain for me, if he pleafes, 
as much again, if not more/ 

The companions took the money and fet out 
again for Montferrant, which was fourteen long 
leagues diftant ; but they had very good paflt- 
ports, which permitted them to pafs and repafs* 
Geronnet, on learning that they had returned with 
the money, was much pleafed : he fent for thofe 
to whom fir John Bonne-lance had directed him . 
to pay it, and faid to them, — * Count it : you will 
find the purfe contains two thoufand two hundred 
francs, which is all we are to give you/ After 
this, he paid liberally, and to the fatisfaftion of all, 
the expenfes they had bei^n at. When this was 
done^ Geronnet borrowed and hired horfes and 
men to conduft them to Chalu^et, fir John Bonne- 
lance having received a certificate of the ranfom 
being paid. 

I am ignorant whether fir John Bonne-lance fent 
for this money or left it in Montferrant, trufting to 
the ftrength of the place ; for fir Peter de Giac, 
at that time chancellor of France, had there depo- 
fited his wealth, of which he loft the whole, or at 
leaft as much as could be difcover^d, according to 
what you will hear told. 

When Geronnet de Maudurant returned to Cha- 
Iu9Ct, his companions gladly received him, and 
made him good cheer. After three or four days, 
Perrot le Bearnois called him and faid,-—* Geron- 
net, you are obliged to the fair offerrf you fent me, 
for your freedom, and to them alone; for yon 

know, 
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faid to thofe who had come from Chalu9et, — 
* Brother- foldiers return to oyr captain, and tell 
him from me, that ever fince I have been under 
his command, I have loyally and faithfully ferved 
him, and, if he pleafes, will continue to do fo ; 
and let him know^ that if I fhall be forced to turn 
to the French to obtain my liberty, he will not 
gain by it. I fhall, however, delay doing this as 
long as I can ; and it will be always againfl: my 
own inclinations. Tell him alfo, that if he will 
pay our ranfoms, I will, within one month after 
our deliverance, conduQ: him to fuch a place, that 
it will be his own fault, if he does not gain one 
hundred thoufand francs from it.* 

The three companions returned to Perrot, and 
pun£tually gave him the meffage that Geronnet 
had charged them with. On hearing it, he mufed 
a while, and faid, ' It may be fo : I will fpeedily 
give him his liberty.' He ordered a large cofier to be 
opened, that contained upwards of forty thoufand 
francs, money acquired by pillage you muft under- 
ftand, and not from the rents of his eflate in 
Beam j for the town wherein he was born, and 
always refided before he left Beam, has but twelve 
houfes, and belongs to the count de Foix. The 
name of it is Dadam, three leagues from Orth^s. 

Perrot le Bearnois had counted out before him 
two-and-twenty hundred francs, and one hundred 
for their expenfes, which he put into a purfe, and, 
calling to him the three companions who had re- 
turned from Montferrant, faid, — ' I give you three- 
and-twenty hundred francs : a friend in need is a 

friend 
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friend indeed : I fhall riik them for Geronnet's 
freedom : he is able to regain for me, if he pleafes, 
as much again, if not more/ 

The companions took the money and fet out 
again for Montferrant, which was fourteen long 
leagues diftant ; but they had very good paflf- 
ports, which permitted them to pafs and repafs. 
Geronnet, on learning that they had returned with 
the money, was much pleafed : he fent for thofe 
to whom fir John Bonne-lance had directed him . 
to pay it, and faid to them, — ^ Count it : you will 
find the purfe contains two thoufand two hundred 
francs, which is all we are to give you/ After 
this, he paid liberally, and to the fatisfadion of all, 
the expenfes they had bei^n at. When this was 
done, Geronnet borrowed and hired horfes and 
men to conduft them to Chalu^et, fir John Bonne- 
lance having received a certificate of the ranfom 
being paid. 

I am ignorant whether fir John Bonne-lance fent 
for this money or left it in Montferrant, trufting to 
the ftrength of the place ; for fir Peter de Giac, 
at that time chancellor of France, had there depo- 
fited his wealth, of which he loft the whole, or at 
leaft as much as could be difcover^d, according to 
what you will hear told. 

When Geronnet de Maudurant returned to Cha- 
Iu9Ct, his companions gladly received him, and 
made him good cheer. After three or four days, 
Perrot le Bearnois called him and faid, — * Geron« 
net, you are obliged to the fair offerrf you fent me, 
for your freedom, and to them alone; for yon 

know. 
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imow, I V9Z& not any \vay bound to pay your ran* 
fi>m, when tak^i in excuriions made without my 
orders : now, keep your word, and prove the truth 
of your offer ; otherwife we fliall be on bad terms, 
and you will incur my ferious anger ; for know 
that I have not learnt to lofe, but to win/ 

* Captain/ replied Geronnet^ ^ you have reafon 
to fay fo ; and I now offer to put you in pofleflion 
d Montferrant within fifteen days, if you be will* 
ing to undertake it. In this town there is great 
wealth and wherewithal to plunder; for, befides 
its riches in filk and merchandife^ many of the 
inhabitants have much money. Sir Peter de Giac, 
chalii;ellor of France, who knows well where to 
feek for money, has depofited, as I have been in- 
formed, a very large fum in this town of Mont- 
ierrant ; and I muff: fay, it is the weakeff and word 
guarded town in the realm : this is the offbr I fent 
you, and the promife 1 entered into.* 

* In God's name,* anfwered Perrot, * it is well 
fiud, and I accept it : I will fecretly make prepa- 
rations : you know all th$ outlets of the town : 
but will it require many men?' * Three or four 
hundred fpears,' faid Geronnet, ^ will do the bu- 
fineis ; for they do not feem people likely to make 
any great refifl:ance.* * Well, by God,* replied 
Perrot^ ^ I will undertake it, and make it known 
to the captains of the forts that are near us, and 
when we be all aflembled, will march thither.* 

In confequence, Perrot le Bearnois got himfelf 
ui readinefs, and fent information of his intentions 
ID the captains of the forts in the neighbourhood, 
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and fixed dieir rendezvous at the cadle of Don* 
zac *, in the bifhoprick of Clermont, that was not 
far diftant from Montferrant : Olim Barbe, a Gaf« 
con, and famous pillager, was the captain of it. 
The companions from feven forts attached to the 
Englifh met, on the appointed day, at Donzac^ 
and were upwards of four hundred lances, well 
mounted, whence they had only fix leagues to ride 
to Montferrant. The firft captain who arrived was 
Perrot Ic Bearnois, to fhew he was the chief of the 
expedition, and to confult with the other leaders 
before the whole came thither, and lay their plant 
according to the information which had been 
given by Geronnet de Maudurant, and as to 
the time he had fixed for their coming to the 
towii. 

Geronnet, with eleven companions, drefled 
themfelves in coats of frife, like to traders, and 
each leading a horfe well laden, according to the 
cuftom of the country, fet out from Donzac before 
day, conducing their horfes on the road, as car* 
riers : they arrived about noon in tke town of 
Montferrant. No one made any inquiries who thefy 
were, never fufpeding them to be otherwife than 
traders or carriers, as their dreffes ibewed, and 
fuppofing that they were come to purchafe dn* 
peries and linens at the fair ^ for they had travd^ 
led, they faid, from beyond Montpelier for thii 



* DonsaCf a nllage in Armagnac^ diacefe aad generalitjr of 
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porpofe ; and already much merchandife had ar« 
rived from the neighbouring towns. 

Geronnet carried his company to the Crown 
Inn, where, having put their horfes in a ftable, 
they chofe a handfome apartment for themfelves, 
where they remained in quiet, not venturing 
abroad, in the town, left their plan might be dif- 
covered, but thought only of enjoying themfelves, 
as they intended others fhould pay their rec- 
koning. 

Towards evening, they took a great deal of care 
of their horfes, and gave the hoft, hoftefs, and 
fervants to underftand, as they had come afar off, 
it . was neceffary they fhould be well attended to. 
They called fo loudly for candles, they could not 
fiitisfy them ; and would not go to bed, but kept 
drinking and roaring in their chamber. The hoft 
and hoftefs, noticing the merry life they led, and 
not having the fmalleft fufpicions of them, went 
to bed. 

I will now return to Perrot le Bearriois and his 
companions. This fame day, towards evening, 
they left Donzac, under ' the command of feven 
captsdns. Perrot le Bcarnois was the chief, then 
the bourg de Copane, whofe name was Arnaudon, 
the bourg Anglois, le bourg Carlat, Apton Seig- 
fain, Olim Barbe, and Bernadon des Ifles : there 
was alfo with them a grand pillager from Beam, 
called the lord de Lance-plaine. It was from him 
and the bourg de Copane I learnt all this bufmefs, 
and the manner of its being undertaken, after Can- 
dlemas, when the nights are long and cold. The 
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weather this night was fo fevere^ with wind and 
rain, that the captain of the guard ^ould not leave 
hi» houfe, but fent his fon, a boy about fixteen 
years old, to examine the ftate of the guard. On 
his arrival, between the outward and inward gate, 
he found four old men, almoll frozen with cold, 
who faid to him, ^ Take from each of us a half- 
penny, and allow us to go and warnj ourfelves.* 
The youth was eager for the money, which he took, 
and fuffered the guard to go home. 

Geronnet or fome of his people were conflantly 
on the watch at the gate of the Crown, for the re- 
lief of the guard. Obferving the youth return, and 
the guard with him, they faid, — * Things go well : 
it will be a good night for us : there are none in 
the town but thofe who are now in bed, and, as the 
guard is difmiffed, we have nothing to fear.' 

Perrot and his companions were making all the 
hafte they could; but they Avere obliged to pafs 
under the walls of Clermont. V7hen within one 
league of that place, they met Amerigot Marcel, 
governor of Alofe, near St. Flour, with about one 
hundred fpears. When they were known to eagh 
other, there was much joy ; and they mutually 
aflced whither they were going in fuch bad wea- 
ther, and what were the objefts of their being 
abroad. Amerigot Marcel faid, — ' I come from 
my caftle of Alofe, and am going to Carlat. * * In 
God's name,' replied the two captains of Carlat, 
the bourg Anglois and the bpurg de Copane, 
* here we are, if you have any thing to fay to us. 
Do you want any thing V * Yes/ faid he : * you 
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hxfe fom^ prifoners who belong to the dauphitt 
d*Auvergne, and you know he is in treaty with u* ' 
through the Count d'Armagnac. I wifli> there- 
fore, to have thofe prifoners in exchange for fome 
others who are in my fort, as I have been eameftly 
requefted to get them by the lady-dauphin, and 
Ihe is fo good a lady, one cannot refufe her 2iif 
thing/ 

The bourg de Copane replied, — ^ Amerigot, 
you are indeed bounden to oblige this lady, fof 
you had from her, three years ago, five thoufan^ 
francs of her money for the ranfom of the cattle 
of Mercier. Where is now the lord dauphin ?' 

* They tell me/ fays Amerigot, ^ that he is at Pa- 
ris, negotiating the treaties you know we have en- 
gaged in with him and the count d'Armagnac/ 

* Come with us,* faid Perret le Beamois, * and 
leave all thefe things : you will gain by it, for 
you (hall have a fhare of our booty/ ' Whither 
are you going ?* afked Amerigot. * By my faith, 
brother-foldier, we are going ftraight to Mofttfer- 
rant, as that town is to be delivered, to me this 
night/ Amerigot replied, — * Pewrot, what you 
are about is very wrong ; for you know we have 
entered into a treaty with the count d^Armagnac* 
and this country, which, on that account, thinks 
itfelf in a perfeft ftate of fecurity. You will aft 
indeed very ill, if you execute what you have faid, 
and by it break off all our treaties/ * On my 
troth, companion, I mil never keep any treaty,' 
faid Perrot, * as long as I am matter of the field, 
for we mutt live. Come with us, for you have 
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nothing to do at Carlat, as the capbuns are here» 
and thofe they have left behind will^never give you 
admittance into the fort.' 

* With you/ replied Amerigot, * I will not go, 
buty iince things are thus, return to my own caftle/ 
The parties then feparated, and Perrot continued 
his road toward Clermont and Montfernu^t. When 
they were below Clermont, they fuddenly halted, 
for a new thought had ftruck fome of them from 
what the Gafcons told who had been backwards 
and forwards to Chalu9et from Montferrant. They 
. faid to the captains who were colleded together, — 
* This city of Clermont is large and rich, and as ' 
eafy to be taken as Montferrant : iince we liave 
ladders with us^ let us fcale the walls : we ihall 
gain more than at Montferrant/— On hearing this, 
they had almoft refolved to put it into execution ; 
but their captains, having confidered it, faid,-— 
^ Clermont is a ftrong town, populous, and well 
provided with arms : if once we alarm them, they 
will coUeft together and defend themfelvjcs^ There 
is not a doubt of our having the worft of it ; and 
if we be repulfed, and our horfes taken or loft, we 
Ihall be difabled from advancing any farther. We 
are at a diftance from our caftles : the country will 
rife againft.us : we (hall be purfued, and run the 
greateft hazard of lofs of life or liberty. It will 
be more advifeable to continue our road, and finifh 
what had been firft fixed on, than to attempt any 
new exploit that may coft us too dear.* 

This advice was followed, and not one word 
more faid on the fubject. They paffed Clermont 
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as quietly and quickly as diey could^ and, on tka 
point of eleven o*cl6ck, came before Montfcrrant. 
They fuddenly halted, when they perceived the 
town about twb bow-fhots.ofF, and Perrot faid^— 
^ We are now at Montferrant : our people muft b^ 
within it. Do you wait here, and I will go by 
thefe ditches to fee if I can learn any thing of Ge*. 
ronnet, who has brought us hither ; and do not 
you ftir until I return/ ^ Go/ replied his compa- 
nions : * we- will wait for you.' 

On this, Perrot le Bearnois, with three others, 
went away ; but it w2^s fo very dark, they could 
not fee the length of an acre, and it rained, fnowed 
and blew mod unihercifuUy. Geronnet was at 
this hour on the walls, impatiently liftening to hear 
of the arrival of his friends. He looked down, 
and faw, as he thought, the fliadows of men en* 
taring the ditches : on this, he began to whifUe. 
He was heard by Perrot, who advanced more into 
the ditch, for there was no water in iton that fide ( 
and Geronnet afked, * Who is there ?* Perrot 
knew him from his gafcon pronunciation, and f;|id, 
* I am Perrot le Bearnois : is it thou, Geronnet ?* 
. ^ Yes,' replied he : Mf you will make yourfelf 
i^ady, and advance your men, you fhall enter the 
town at this place : we cannot fail of fuccefs, for 
the inhabitants are all in bed.* * At this place 1' 
faid Perrot, * God forbid : I will never enter that 
way ; and, if I do at all, it fhall b» through the 
gate/ * Then you will not enter at all,* replied 
Geronnet, in a paffion. ' On my troth, Perrot, 
it is not in my power : come hither with your 
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rope-ladders, and none will attempt to oppofe your 
jentrauce/ * Liften to me, Geronnet,' faid I*er- 
jot : * thou haft promifed to give me entrance into 
this town ; and, according to thy engagement, I 
will enter it no other way than by the gate.' * I 
cannot help it,' faid Geronnet, ^ for it is impoffi- 
ble to enter by the gate, as it is clofed and guarded, 
. although the men may be afleep.* 

While they were thus difputing, fome of Per- 
rot's men came near the ditch to hear if any body 
were ftirring. Near to where they were, was a 
fmall infulated houfe, adjoining the walls, in which 
Jived a poor taylor, who, having been hard at 
work until that hour, was going to bed. As the 
wind carried the founds of their voices, and as 
perfons hear beiter in the night than in the day- 
time, he fancied he heard fome loud talking on the 
bulwarks. He left his houfe, and, advancing on 
the walls, faw Perrot's men walking about ; on 
which he cried out, ' Treafon !' when one of Ge- 
ronnet 's companions, feizing him by the throat, 
, faid, * If thou uttereft another word, thou art a 
dead man/ On this, fearing to be murdered, he 
was filent, and Geronnet, turning towards them, 
faid, — ' Do not kill the fellow, for he comes fo 
opportunely, it muft be through the mercy of God 
that he is fent, fmce by his means we ihM com- 
pletely fucceed in our enter prife.' Then, addreff- 
ing himfelf to Perrot, he added, — ' Do you return 
- to your men ; and, when you fhall hear the inner 
gate open, do you attack the outward one with 
axes to gain admittance.' He then told him the 

I 2 ufe 



116 

life he meant to make of the taylor. Perrot went 
to his men, and related to them all you have heard# 
When he was gone, Geronnet faid to the taylor^ 
^ If thou doft not promife to do all I ihall order 
thee, thou art inftantly a dead man/ * And what 
do you want me to do ?* I want thee to go with 
me to the gate of the town, and awaken the por- 
ters, and tell them the governor has fent thee thi- 
ther to order them to open the gates, ^ or to let thee 
open them, to fome merchants from Montpelier, 
who are without, heavily laden with merchandife 
for the fair/ • I do not think they will believe 
me,* faid the man. * Yes, they will, if thou tell 
them, as a token of being fent by the governor, 
that he could not come himfelf to relieve the guard, 
but fent his fon in his ftead. If thou doft not well 
perform all I have now told thee, or fhould we 
fail in our exploit, I will ilay thee with this 
dagger.' 

The poor man, feeing himfelf menaced with 
death, for the Gafcons are ready enough at this 
bufinefs, promifed to do every thing according to 
the orders given to the utmoft of his power. They 
went to the gate, and, after knocking at it for 
fome time, awakened the porters : they afked,— 
* Who are ye that awaken us at fuch an hour ?* 
' I am fuch a one,* naming himfelf, * whahave this 
night carried home fome work to the governor's ^ 
houfe ; and, as I was coming away, news wa3 
brought that fome merchants from Monfpelier ' 
were without the gate, quite jaded and wet with 
their journey and loads. He has therefore fent me 
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tcr^ fcell you to open the gates, or to give me the 
keys to do fo ; and, as a proof I am fent by him, 
I was to fay he di4 not relieve the guard this even- 
ing, but fent his fon.' * That is true,' replied 
they : ^ thou ihalt have the keys : only wait a 
moment/ 

One of them arofe, and taking the keys, that 
were hanging on a peg, opened a fmall window, 
and gave them to him. The moment after, <je» 
ronnet fnatched them from him, and went to the 
bars of the gate. The firft key he put into the lock 
luckily oj)ened it : and he then went to the out* 
ward gate, thinking to do the fame there, but in 
vain. 

Perrot and his companions were on the outfide, 
waiting its opening; but, as Geronnet's endea- 
vours were firuitlefs, he faid to them, ' My fair 
firs, give fome affiftance 5 for I cannot any way 
open this gate.' Then thofe who were provided 
with axes and wedges, began to ufe them like car- 
penters. As foon as they had made a hole, Ge- 
ronnet gave them hatchets and faws to cut the 
bars.' Several of the inhabitants, on hearing the 
noife, quitted their beds, wondering what it could 
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be ; for they never imagined the Englifli were come 
to awaken them at fuch an hour. 

The porters at the gate, who had fo badly 
guarded it, hearing the clattering of armour and 
the neighing of horfes, knew they had jpeen de- 
ceived and furprifed. They went to the windows 
over the gate, and bawled out, *Treafon! trea- 
son !' which alarmed the whole town : many rofe 
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and fled to favc thcmfelves and fortune in the t^&if^; 
but few were allowed to enter it ; for, when the 
governor heard the Englifti had furprifed the town, 
for fear of confequences, he would not lower the 
draw-bridge. He received, indeed, fome of hi» 
friends at the firft moment, by means of ^ plank $ 
but^ when he heard the cries of the women and 
children, he withdrew the. plank, and would never 
replace it, but made his preparations for defence^ 
in cafe the caftle fhould be attacked. 

I have faid how^ the firft gate was opened : the 
fecond was cut down with axes, and the captains, 
with their companions, marched into the town 
without any oppofition. They did not, at firft^ 
enter a houfe, for they knew not if any bodies of 
men were cblle£ting to refift them, but went 
through the town to be affured of it. They only 
found a few, who were attempting to enter the 
caftle, that made any refiftance, but they were foon 
^ther flain or made prifoners. ' Why fhould I make 
a long ftory of it ? The town of Montferrant 
was thus furprifed, on a Thurfday night, the thir- 
teenth day of February, by Perrot le Bearnois and 
his accomplices. When they faw themfelves maf* 
ters of the place, they took up their lodgings at 
different hotels, without doing violence to any one ; 
for Perrot had ordered, under pain of death, that 
neither woman nor damfel fhould be violate^d, that 
no hbuijp s fhould be burnt, nor any prifoners made 
without his knowledge ; and that no one, under 
the fame penalty, fhould hurt church or church^ 
man, nor take away any thing from thence, Thefe 
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^ere the orders - Perrot le Bearnois always gave ; 
and he had made them be ftriftly obferved ever 
iince he had entered France, to carry on a war 
againft its towns and caftles. 

Such was not the conduft of GeofFry Tete-noir : 
it was indifferent to him whether churches were 
plundered or not, fo that he gained by it. When 
news was brought to Clermont, which is but a 
ihort league diflant, of the capture of Montferrant 
by the Engliflip the inhabitants were greatly alarm- 
ed, and not without caufe, for their enemies were 
too near. They knew not well how to aft ; but 
they made preparations for the defence of the 
town. This intelligence was alfo carried to Cha*- 
teau-neuf, on the Allier, Thionne, Vic, Yffoire, 
Rioms, Aigue-perfe, and the ftrong caftle of Mont- 
penfier : all, or the greater part, of thefe places 
belonged to the duke of Berry. Thofe who heard 
it, or were any way affeded by it, were exceed- 
ingly furprifed : and the neighbouring parts of 
Auvergne, Bourbonois, Forets, and even aS' far 
as Berry, trembled. When the news came to Pa-- 
ris, the king and his uncles were, as was natural, 
very wroth. 

The count-dauphin of Auvergne was at this time 
in Paris, on the affairs of his country, and greatly 
hurt when told of the furprife of Montferrant ; for, 
as he was with the count d'Armagnac, lieutenant 
for the king over thefe countries, he was afraid 
. blame would be imputed to him for being abfent 
from his government. But his excufc was, that 
he was at Paris for the completion of the treaties 
.. . . , " that 
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that had been entered into with the captains of the 
free companies, and that, on the faith of them, 
the country had thought itfelf in perfeft fecurity. 
The dauphin, however, fet out from Paris, for 
Auvergne, the moment he heard of it, leaving his 
ftate behind, and, only attended by one page, took 
the road for Moulins, in the Bourbdnois, chang- 
ing horfes daily. In this hafte, he came to St. 
Pierre le Mouftier *, where he learnt other intelli- 
gence, which I will relate to you. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

MRROT LE BEARNOIS AND HIS COMPANIONS DE- 
TERMINE NOT TO KEEP POSSESSION OF MONT- 
FERRANT. — THEY MAKE A SALLY ON SOME 
TROOPS FROM CLERMONT, WHO HAD ADVANCED 
TO THE BARRIERS OF THE CAPTURED TOWN, AND 
INSTANTLY DEFEAT THEM. 

/^N the Friday morning thefe captains, being 
complete lords of Montferrant, and having had 
all the inhabitants tied togett^r^ fo that they could 
not any way' oppofe them, rearched their houfes, 
and packed up whatever they thought would be 



^ St. Pierre le Mouftier, a town in ttie Nivemois^ (even 
bagueo from Moulins, 
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proHtable to them, In draperies, cloths, furs> drefles^ 
and other articles. When at breakfafl:, they had 
a long confultation, whether to keep the town oc 
not : fome were for keeping aQd fortifying it ; but 
the majority were of a contrary opinion, and faid 
it would be madnefs to do fo, for they would be at 
too great a diftance from their own cadles, and be 
inclofed within it. Should they be befieged, they 
were not in force to hold out, and too far from 
any afliflance. 

They would be ftarved into a furrender; for 
there were numbers of gentlemen in the towns and 
cities about; and the diike of Berry, as foon as 
he fhould hear what they had done, would order 
thither the Marfhal of France, the lord Lewis dc 
Sancerre. The count d'Armagnac and the dau- 
phin would advance to the fiege with a great force, 
without waiting to be fent to ; for they had under 
thepi the following great barons : the lords de la 
Tour, d'Apton, d'Aptiel, de Renel, de la Palifle, 
and feveral more ; but, above all, fir John Bonne- 
lance would come hither, with a large body of 
friends ; for it had been faid the town was loft by 
his imprudence and negleft. 

Such were the arguments urged againft keeping 
the town, particularly by Perrot le Bearnois and 
Olim Barbe. Many other reafons were added ; for, 
ftiould they be taken, they would lofe all they had, 
be puniftied for what they had done, and their 
forts would be taken from them. They therefore 
refolved to march away that evening, and carry 
away their booty and prifoners, of whom they had 

> more 
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more than two hundred. To prevent any hin- 
drance to this plan, they pofled flrong guards at all 
the gates, fo that no one could leave the town. 

I will now relate a fkirmifh that paffed between 
them and fome from Clermont. When news firft 
came to Clermont that Montferrant was taken by 
the Englifli, they were much alarmed at having 
fuch* neighbours, and held many confultations on 
the fubjeft. There was, on the road from Cler- 
mont to Montferrant, the handfomeft, ftrongeft, 
and beft built church, belonging to the mendicant 
friars, in France. It had large inclofures, fur- 
rounded by high walls, within which were very 
produtlive vineyards ; for, one year with another, 
thefe friars made from one hundred to fix fcore 
hogfheads of wine. In thefe confultations, fome 
advifed the deftruftion of this monaftery ; as they 
faid It was fo near the town, that it was not un- 
likely to be its ruin, if in the hands of thefe pil- 
lagers. The pulling it down had been in agitation 
formerly, and they were now eager to effeft it. 
But others faid, it would be a pity to deftroy fuch 
handfome buildings ; and that it would be better 
ta m^arch to Montferrant, and fkirmifh with the 
conquerors, at the barriers, and, if pofTible, inveft 
the place, to prevent the enemy leaving it ; for, 
within four days, the knights and fquires of the 
Bourbonois and Forets would be collefted and lay 
fiege to it. While thefe converfations were going 
forward in the city of Clermont, about fixty men 
at arms, well mounted, wei:e ready to march to- 
wards Montferrant, and fkirmifh at the barriers, 

and 
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ahd thtn retutn home again. No one checked 
their ardour ; for there were among them fome of 
thenobleft in the town, who feemed eager to pey* 
form deeds of valour. Being all equipped, they 
fet off for Montferrant, taking with them thirty 
crofs-bows. Upwards of two hundred volunteers 
left Clermont and followed them on foot. 

It was told to the companions in Montferrant, 
that a party from Clermont were at the barriers. 
This news pleafed them much : upwards of one 
hundred of the moft expert having armed them- 
felves, and mounted their horfes, ordered the gaces 
to be thrown open, and fell upon thofe from Cler- 
mont, fhouting, * Saint- George !' When the party 
faw themfelves thus Vigoroufly attacked, they were 
panic-ftruck and inftantly defeated, without mak- 
ing the fmalleft defence, but flying in all direc- 
tions. The beft mounted, on leaving Clermopt, 
took the lead, and faid on the road, they would be 
the ftrft to attack thefe pillagers ; but fliortly they 
were the firft to return to their town, and the Gaf- 
cons at their heels. Had the laft had as good 
horfes, all or the greater part would have remained 
with them : they, however, chaced them until they 
met the volunteers on foot, who, when they per- 
ceived the defeat of their townfmen, kept no longer 
any order, but ran away for the fafteft, leaping 
from hedge to hedge, and from ditch to ditch, to 
fave themfelves. The crofs-bows from Clermont 
kept in better array when the others fled, and drew 
themfelves up in a vineyard with prefented bows, 

making 
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making a fhew of defence. They there rcmainecj 
until the Englifh had returned to Montferrant, for 
they never thought of going after them. The Cler- 
mentpis loil twenty of their men, fix killed and 
fourteen made prifoners. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

4 

PEHROT LE BEARNOIS AND HIS COMPANIONS, HAV- 
ING PLUNDERED MONTFERRANT, RETREAT . TO 

THEIR FORTS. HIS ANSWER TO TH6 DAuiPHIN 

OF AUVERGNE, WHO COMPLAINS OF HIS HAVING 
SURPRISED THIS TOWN DURING 'I;HE TIME TREA- 
TIES WERE IN AGITATION FOR HIS LEAVING THE 
COUNTRY. 

T^HEN this bufmefs was over, they were bu- 
fily employed until near night in packing up 
their plunder. On the point of fix o'clock, hav- 
ing completed it,' they were on foot, except about 
fixty on horfeback, and condufted down the ftreets 
more than four hundred horles laden with cloths, 
linen, furs, and whatever they had feized. They 
had found, in the houfes of the rich, cafkets full, 
but had left them empty. Having bound all the 
inhabitants, two and two, they had the gates opened 
after nightfal and departed, not having ftaid at 
Montferrant more than eighteen hours. They fent 

their 
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their baggage and prifoners before, with thofe 
on foot; and the captains followed dofe after 
on horfeback. 

It was dark night ; and, as the country did 
not fufpeft their ftay would have been fo fliort, they 
were not purfued. About midnight they came to 
Donzac, which they had left two days before, and 
there unpacked and examined their plunder. I 
heard, when in that country, that they gained by 
this expedition upwards of one/ hundred choufand 
francs, befides prifoners; for fir P^ter de Giac» 
chancellor of France, alone loft more than thirty 
thoufand francs in gold. 

The companions had wMely refolved to leave 
Montferrant as they did : had they ftaid two days 
longer, they could not have attempted it without 
great danger of their lives. The whole furround- 
ing country were collefting, and advancing in great 
bodies to lay fiege to them, under the command of 
the lords de la Tour, de Montague, d'Apthier, 
d'Apthon, fir Guifcard Dauphin, the marquis of 
Gaiulhat, fir Lewis d' Ambiere, the lord de la Pa- 
liffe, fir Plouftrac de Chaftelux, and the fenefchal 
de Montaigne. None remained at home, and the 
count-dauphin was very adtive In the matter. He 
would have been there within two days, had he 
not heard that the Gafcons had retreated to their 
forts : at the fame time, he received an account of 
all the mifchief which they had committed. 

When he was affured this intelligence was true, 
he travelled more flowly to Saint Pourcain, and 
thence to Moulins in the Bourbonois, where he met 

his 
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lus daughter, the duchefs of Bourbon, who had 
been very much alarmed, but was rejoiced on hear-^ 
ing the enemy had retreated, though thofe of 
Montferrant had fuffered feverely by their vifit, as 
her country was now freed frem fuch near and 
troublefome neighbours. 

• On my faith/ faid the count-dauphin, * though 
It were to coft me a very large fum of money, I 
wifh thefe pillagers had remained in Montferrant, 
for it fhould have ended badly with them. We in 
Auvergne could never have had fo fair an oppor- 
tunity of punifhing them, and gaining their forts. 
They prove their abilities in war by having fo ex- 
peditioufly'finifhed the matter. They have now re- 
entered their forts, and their plunder is in fafety.* 
Thus did the count-dauphin of Auvergne and his 
daughter, the duchefs of Bourbon, converfe toge- 
ther. 

Perrot le Beamois, Olim Barbe, le bourg de 
Copane, le bourg Anglois, Apthon Seighin, and 
the other captains of the free companie3, on their 
arrival at Donzac, made a divifion of their pillage 
and prifoners : fome they ranfomed, others were 
carried with them to their different forts, when they 
feparated at Donzac for Carlat,Chalu9et, and their 
other garrifons. 

The country of Auvergne was now better guarded 
•than ever. The count d'Armagnac and the count- 
dauphin fent, however, to tell Perrot le Beamois, 
that he had treacheroufly and wickedly furprifed 
and plundered Montferrant, during the time when 
-treaties were .negotiating between them, and that, 

as 
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as he bad afleated to fuch treaties^ they expeCked 
he would make reparation for the mifchief that had 
t)ceti done. Perrot replied to this meffage by fay- 
ing^ that * under their graces' favour, neither he 
nor any of the feven captains, who had plundered 
Montferrant, had ever entered into any treaty with 
them : that they had not taken the town treacher- 
ouily nor by fcalado, but had fairly entered by 
the gate, which had been opened to them on their 
arrival : that if they had affented to a treaty, le- 
gally fworn and fealed, they would, on their part^ 
rcligioufly and loyally have adhered to it ; but that 
was not the faO:, nor had they intentions of ever 
entering into any treaty with them.* 

Things remained in this ftate, nor could thefe 
lords gain any thing more. Sir Peter de Giac was 
much vexed at his lofs, and the townfmen of Mont- 
ferrant recovered themfelves as well as they could 
from fuch an unfortunate adventure. 



CHAP. XIX. 

THE LORD LEWIS OF BLOIS MARRIES THE LADY MARY 

OF BERRY, AND THE LORD JOHN OF BERRY THE 

PRINCESS MARY OF FRANCE, WHO DIES SHORTLY 

,AFTER. — THE DEATH OF THE LADY JANE OF AR- 

MAGNAC, DUCHESS OF BERRY. 

^OUNT Guy de Blois, in company with his 

countefs and a handfomc attendance of knights, 

fquires and ladies, fet out, in the month ofAuguft 

of 
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of the year of our Lord 1386*, in grand array > 
from his caftle of Blois, for Berry. They carried 
with them their young fon, who, the preceding 
year, had been betrothed to the lady Mary, daugh* 
ter of the duke of Berry ; and it was the intention 
of all parties, that on their arrival at Bourges the 
marriage fhould be confummated. 

When the contrafts had been figned, the mar- 
riage ceremony was performed in the cathedral 
church of St. Stephen, at Bourges, by a valiant 
prelate, the cardinal of Avignon. The chancellor 
of Berry and the bifliop of Poitiers had betrothed 
them to each other the year before. There were 
many grand feafts and entertainments at this wed- 
ding of lord Lewis of Blois with the lady Mary of 
Berry, and the tilts and tournaments of the knights 
and fquires lafted for eight days. 

The count and countefs of Blois, when all was 
over, took leave of the duke of Berry and re- 
turned to Blois, accompanied by their, daughter- 
in-law. 

This fame year John of Berry, fon of the duke 
of Berry, and ftyled count de Montpenfier, was 
married to lady Mary of France, fifter to king 
Charles. 

The duchefs of Berry, with her fon and the lady 
Mary of France paid a vifit to the count and coun- 



*^ Denis Siuvage, in a marginal note, fays, that Froiflarf, 
having omitted to notice thefe marriages at their proper time, 
prefers mentioning them here rather than omit them entirely. 
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tefs of Blois during the Lent of the enfuing year. 
They and their attendants were grandly received 
in the cadle of Blois, as the count underflood 
thefe matters well. I was prefent at the time of 
this vifit. When the duchefs and her children 
had (laid three days, they departed for Poitiers 5 
but they went by water down the Loire as far as 
Amboife, and from thence travelled in cars and 
on horfeback to Poitou. The duchefs and her 
children refided for the mod part in the fair caftle 
of a handfome town called Chinon*. 

In this year died the lady Mary of France, ^the 
young bride of the count de Montpenfier. Soon 
after died alfo, the lady Jane d' Armagnac, duchefs 
of Berry. Thus the duke and his fon were left 
Widowers : they, however, married again, but not 
immediately. I fliall fpeak of thefe fefcond mar- 
-riages, more efpecially of that of the duke, at a 
proper time, as our hiftory claims that mention be 
made of it. 



* Chinon, an ancient town of France, election of Tours. It 
is remarkable for the death of Henry If. of England, and the 
reiidence of Chajrles VII. of France. Rabaiais was born Teiy 
near to it. 
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CHAP. XX. 

WHILE THE COUNCIL OF FRANCE IS IN DELIBERA- 
TION WHETHER OR NOT TO MARCH AN ARMY 
AGAINST THE DUKE OF GUELDRES, THE DUKE OF - 
BERRY SENDS THE COUNT D^E&TAMPES TO THE 
DUKE OF BRITTANY, TO ENDEAVOUR TO WIN HIM 
OVER TO THE PARTY OF FRANCE, AFTER HAVING 
ALIENATED HIMSELF FROM IT BY THE ARREST OF 
THE CONSTABLE. 

T HAVE before mentioned the challenge which 
had been fent by the duke of Gueldres to the 
king of France. It was much talked of every 
where, from the uncourteous, and indeed rude 
language it wa^ faid to contain. I was in truth 
(hewn fome rough drafts, which were faid to be 
exaft copies of this challenge ; but as I never faw 
the original, nor any certified copy, I did not give 
much credit to what fo nearly concerned a little 
prince, like the duke of Gueldres, and a king of' 
Fnmce. 

It was evident that this condud had greatly an- 
gered the king of France, who feemed determined 
to have reparation, and expedted excufes to be 
made for it by the duke of Gueldres. The king's 
council had refolved it fhould not rem^n quiet ; 
for the great barons had declared, that if the king 
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did not (hew his refentment, whatever futns it 
might cofl: France, they would be alone to blame i 
for the king had proved, when in Flanders, his 
willingnefs to purfue his enemies. The king was 
young, indeed, but of good courage ; and if he 
fuifered fuch infults with patience, foreign coun-^ 
tries would hold the nobility of France very cheap, 
as they were the king's advifers, and had fworn to 
guard his honour* 

The lord de Coucy took great pains in the coun* 
cil, that no blame might fall on him ^ and (hewed 
clearly he perfonally felt the infult. He was bet« 
ter acquainted with the charader of the Germans 
than many others, from his difputes with the duke 
of Auftria, and from diflferent tranfa^ons in whidi 
he had been engaged with them. 

The king's minifters faw that the greater part of. 
the nobles of the realm were for war againft Guel- 
dres, and, in particular, the duke of Burgundy^ 
on account of the warfare the duke was carrying 
on againft his aunt, the duchefs, and the country 
of Brabant. This duchy reverted to him after the 
deceafe of his aunt and her fifter *, who were Both 

old 



* In the 12th annotation of Denis Sauvage, he makes the 
following obfervations : 

' Sifter* ' I ihould fuppofe this lifter to be Jane^ widow of 
the late William count of Hainault^ according to the 30th and 
117th chapters of the firft volume^ if the 257th of the fame 
volume^ and the 207th of the fecond^ did not incline me to be« 
lieve, that this widow was the Jane of Brabant married again 
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old ladies. ^ The duke of Burgundy would very 
gladly have feen the duke of Gueldres, who 
was chivalrous enough, checked ^by fair or foul 
means. 

It was neceflary, however, the kingdom ihould 
be unanimous in this difpofitioi^ ; for it was a great 
diftance the king of France would have to march 
into Germany to make conquefts and put lords un-« 
der his obedience ; and he muft carry with him 
the whole force of the kingdom } for, as the Ger* 
mans were fo avaricious, it was uncertain if they 
would not all unite in the fupport of the duke of 
Gueldres. In addition, the duke of Burgundy and 
the other nobles were aware of the confequences 
the condud of the duke of Brittany might lead to^ 
for he (hewed his preference of war to peace with 
France ; and the lords of the council knew he was 
laying provifion of (tores and artillery in all hb 
ftrong towns and cadles for their defence, in cafe 
of being befieged. Befides this, he was conftantly 
fending over letters and meflfengers to England, to 
the king and his council, in the moft affedionate 
terms, offering henceforth the ftrongeft friend(hip9 



to Winceilaus, lall duke of Brabant, who acquired^ by, hb 
union with her, that duchy. The countefs of Flanders, wl^o 
was iifler to this duchefs, died five years before her hufband^ 
count Lewis of Flanders, who deceafed in the month of Ja* 
Buary, 1384 ; fo that I fufpe6^ the reading (hould be, ' after the 
deceafe of bis i^unt, who was now Terj old ;' for I cannot fay 
who this filler was/ 

fo 
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fo that the EnglUh might continoe the war with ifat 
moft flattering hopes of fuccefs. 

The council were unwilling to decide on any 
bold meafures, until this cloud, which hung over 
Brittany, was removed by ibme means or other, (o 
that the kingdom might not have any fear ft^ra 
that quarter : for, fhould the king march into Ger* 
many, the country would be left defencelefs, and 
they knew not well how to bring about an accom- 
modation. Thofe who had been fent into Brft^ 
tany, the bifhop of Langres, fir John de Vienne, 
and fir John de Bueil, were returned, and had told 
the king and his uncles of their ill fuccefs. Upon 
this the duke of Berry refolved to fend thither his 
coufin, the count d'Eftampes, who was a valiant 
man and able negotiator. He therefore addreflStd 
him in fuch words as thefe, — ' Fair coufin, I en- 
treat you would go to Brittany : it is abfolutely 
neceflary you (hould do fo, to negotiate with ouf 
coufin, the duke of Brittany ; and (hauld you find 
him hot and imperious in fpeech, do not you mitid 
it, nor put yourfelf in any pafEon. Treat him 
gently, and with the greatefl: attention, and endea* 
vour to make him liften to reafon : tell him that 
the king, myfelf, and brother of Burgundy, wifli 
him every thing good, and bear him the ftrongeft 
affe&ion; and that, if he would come and live 
with us, he would find us always ready to ferve 
him. In refped to the caftles which he holds from 
the conftable, fay, jokingly, that, to be fure, he 
had feized them unjuftly, and that, if he would be 
pleafed to r^der them back, it would redound 

greatly 
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greatly to bis honour, and the kmg would gire 
him as rich and as.ftrong ones in any part of the 
Idngdom he may choofe. Exert yourfelf, dear 
coufin, to bring us back good news ; and do not 
quit him» however you may be delayed, without 
Imnging matters to fome fort of a conclufion, tak* 
ing care to remember all the duke's anfwers, and to 
examine well the ftate of the duchy.' 

The count d'Eftampes aflured the duke he would 
cheerfully undertake it ; and he made no long de- 
lay, from the time of this converfsltion, in his pre- 
parations for the journey. When ready, he fet out 
fcHT Brittany, taking his road through Chartres and 
Mans, and the rich country of Maine to Angers, 
where he met the queen of Naples, widow of the 
duke of Anjou, who had ftyled himfelf king. of 
Naples, Sicily and Jerufalem, duke of la Puglia,, 
and count de Provence. Her two fons, the lords 
Lewis and Charles, were with her. 

The queen received her coufm, the count d'£f« 
tampes, handfomely, and becoming her fituation ; 
and they had many converfations together, fuch as 
lords and ladies are accuflomed to have. John of 
Brittany was likewife there, who was not in the 
gpqd graces of the duke of Brittany, whither the 
count was going : but he carried it off as well as 
he could ; for, not having any forces to fupport his 
pretenHons, he was obliged fo to do. The count 
remained at Angers a day and night, and then took 
hi$ leave, and departed for Chantoceaux ^, where 
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* Cbantoceaux^ a fmall town^ diocefe of Nantes* 
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he arrived that day, and then cbntinued his jour- 
ney to Nantes^ where he refreihed himfelf, and in-» 
qdo^ after the duke of Brittany* He was told 
diat he was at Vannes, or in that part of the coun« 
try^ which was his ufual place of refidence. He 
took the road for Vannes, where, on his arri- 
val, he waited on the duke, who received him 
very kindly, for they were nearly conne6ted by 
blood. I 

The count d'Eftampes, knowing well how to 
eondud himfelf with great princes and dames^ for 
he had been brought up and educated with them, 
acquitted himfelf with much prudence when in the 
pfefence of the duke, and, diflembling with him^ 
did not, for fome days, . difcover the objed of his 
ceming. When he found a proper opportunity^ 
h6 began upon it with great caution and humility^ 
to gain the duke's afFedion, in manner fomething 
like the following : * My lord and very dear cpu- 
fin, you mufl: not be furprifed if I am come to fee 
you from fuch a great diftance, for I was very de- 
firous of fo doing/ He then continued to inform 
him, word for word, what the duke of Berry had 
charged him to fay. 

The duke of Brittany did not feem to pay any^ 
great attention to what he faid, but, when he had 
done, replied to the coimt d'Eftampes, — * We 
have in truth heard before what you now tell us, 
and will confider of it, for we have not as yet 
done fo. You will remain with us as long if; 
you pleafe, for your coming ha^ given us much 
pleafure/ - 

The 
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The count could not, for the prefent, obtain 
any other anfwer ; but he continued with the 
duke, and was lodged within his caftle. He Stai^ 
about fifteen days with the duke of Brittany in 
Vannes and thereabouts, who treated him with 
much affedion. He ihewed him his fair caiUe of 
Ertnine, which he had newly repaired and beau* 
tified, as he there enjoyed himfelf the moIL The 
count, one day finding him in good humour, 
again remonftrated with him on his late condud, 
and repeated the caufe of his coming ; but, though 
the duke's anfwers were fair, there was no depend- 
ance to be placed on his reftitution of the hun- 
• dred thoufand francs and the caflles to the confla* 
ble. He did at length reftore them ; but it wasc^ 
his own free will, without any requeil being made, 
and when it was the leaft expected, as I will relate 
in the courfe of this hiftory, according to the in- 
formation I received. 

The count d'Eflampes, finding that a longer ftay. 
in Brittany would be ufelefs, determined to take 
his leave of the duke, and return to France, to 
the duke of Berry, who had fent him thither. 
The duke of Brittany parted with him veiy affec-« 
tionately, and prefented him with a handfome 
white palfrey, faddled and equipped as if for. a 
king, and a ring with a rich flone, which had cofl 
at leaft one thoufand francs. 

The count, on leaving Brittany, went to An- 
gers, where he waited on the queen of Naples 
and John of Brittany, who were anxious to hear 
what had paffed. They faid, * Fair coufin, you 
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muft have been well employed, for ypu have made 
a long (lay in Brittany.' He related to them partly 
what he had done, but the conclufion was, that he 
had been unfuccefsfuL When he had remained 
with them one day, he departed for Tours, and 
continued his journey into Berry, and found the 
duke of Berry at Mehun-fur-Yevre *, where he 
. had lately built a very fine cafUe, and was daily 
adding to it. 

The duke of Berry entertained the count well, 
and inquired what had pafTed in Brittany. The 
count told him, word for word, the converfadon 
between him and the duke, and that it had . been 
imjioilible to turn him from bis purpofes, Vfhi$^ 
ever they might be. The duke of Berry, feeing 
l^othing better could be done, made %ht of it, 
wdj ihortly after, returned to the king and the 
duke of Burgundy, to relate to them the ill fac- 
eefs of the journey the count d'Eftampes ^ad un- 
dertaken, at his requeft^ to Brittany. As thcf 
law they could not do more, affairs remained in 
this (late. 



* Mehun-fur-Yevre, a town in Berry on the Yevre, four 
leagnes from Bourges. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

THE. CASTILLIANS AND FRENCH, AFTER THE DE- 
PARTURE OF THE DUKE OF LANCASTER FROM OA- 
LICIA, RE-C0N2UER, IN AVERY SHORT TIME, ALL 

THE TOWNS AND CASTLES HE HAD WOK. THE 

ENGLISH ABUSE CASTILLE, WHEN IN THEIR OWN 
COUNTRY.— THE KING OF FRANCE AND HIS COUN« 
CIL INVITE THE DUKE OF IRELAND, WHO HAD 
FLED FROM ENGLAND, TO PARIS. 

VOU have before heard how the Englifh, who 
had come with the duke of Lancafter to Ga* 
Ucia, had departed, and how the duke and duchefs 
had retired to Oporto, where they had refided fome 
time with king John of Portugal, who had mar- 
ried the duke's daughter. The duke of Lancafter 
was very difconfolate that his a£fairs had taken fo 
ruinous a turn, and that his beft knights and fquires 
had fallen vidims to difeafe. 

The whole country of Galicia was now returned 
tb its* allegiance to the king of Caftille ; for the 
moment the Caftillians, and the firench knights 
under fir Oliver du Guefclin, heard of the duke of 
Lancafter's departure for Portugal, and that few 
Englifh had remained behind, they fallied forth to 
conquer Galicia back again, which was foon done. 
The inhabitants of cities and towns were more at- 
tached to the king of Caftille than to the duke of 
Lancafter, provided, however, he was able to keep 

the 
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the field ; for the Caftillians and Galicians refem^ 
bie a good deal the Lombards and Italians, who are 
always on the fide of the flrongeft, and (hout out, 
^ The conqueror for ever !' 

All whidi the duke of Lancafter had been able 
to win before the beginning of July was regained,^ 
and the places garrifoned again by French and 
others under the obedience of the king of Caftille. 
TheEnglifli, who thought to pafs the winter qui- 
etly there, were driven out by fair or foul means, 
for fuch as made refinance were put to death.«-— 
Others, feeing affairs go badly, furrendered on ha¥« 
ing paffports given them to return through Caftille 
to Gafcony by Bayonne and Bourdeaux. The duke 
of Lancafter was duly informed of all this when at 
Oporto, and not being able any way to provide a 
remedy, it gave him great unquietnefe of heart. 
This may be readily believed, for the higher the 
fpirit and expectations are, the greater and more 
bitter are difappolntments when thing^s turn out 
contrary* 

He, however, kept up his courage tolerably 
well, and faid at times, that if he had been un- 
fuccefsful this year, through the grace bf God, 
he ftiould do better another ; for the fortunes of 
this world are fo changeable, they cannot remain 
always the fame. 

The king of Portugal comforted him as much 
as was in his power, faying,—* Sir, you will keep 
your ftate in this country^ while you write to yoUr 
brothers and friends in England the melancholy 
event of your expedition, though they be now 

fully 
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fully informed of all, and prefs them to fend yoa, 
early in March next, five or fix hundred fpears 
and two thoufand archers. I will re-aflemble my 
forces, for my fubjefts are well inclined to fight 
the Caflillians, and we will make an eSedual war 
againfl them, A kingdom may be won an4 lofl: in 
one campaign/ 

The duke, on hearing the king thus difcourfe, 
was much pleafed, and returned him his thanks. 
But, notwithflanding the king of Portugal had 
held fuch language to induce his father-in-law to 
take courage, the duke was not ignorant that Eng- 
land was in a very troubled ftate^ that the council 
had many weighty things to attend to, as well re- 
fpe&ing the affairs of the borders of Scotland, 
which gave them much uneafinefs, as concerning 
the duke of Brittany, who was negotiating im- 
portant treaties with them. He remembered alfo 
that he had many difGculties to obtam the force 
he had brought with him to GaHcia, and, that, 
knowing his countrymen well, he had never had 
any intention of feeking a reinforcement, for he 
was aware the country at prefent was as heavily 
preifed as it was able to bear ; that thofe who had 
gone home from Caflille would never return thi- 
ther, and he was fearful they would difcourage any 
others from coming to his aid. Although he knew 
all this, he did not behave well to the king and ' 
barons of Portugal in hiding it from them. 

After refiding fonje time at Oporto, he told the 
king, that many reafons urged him to return to 
Bayonne and the Bordeloisj for that Portugal, 

though 
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diough he was fo agreeably received there by all, 
was not his own inheritance. He added, that aa^ 
there were fo many ftrong places and caftles in the 
archbiflioprick of Bordeaux, on the borders of 
Foix, Armagnac, beyond the Garonne and Dor- 
dogne, in Quercy, Perigord, Limoufin, Auvergne 
and other parts, which were fUIl attached to the 
Englifli, and whofe garrifons were carrying on a 
war under his name : it therefore was his duty to 
go thither, and give them aid and advice, fhould * 
there be occafion. He was befides, when in Por- 
tugal, too remote to hear news from England;, 
for the Englilh dread the voyage to Portugal, 
for its length and danger of meeting caftillian, 
galician or feville veifels, which cover that fea, 
either in going to, or returning from Flanders, with 
jnerchandife. 

For thefe and other reafons, the duke of Lan- 
cafter made his preparations for departure; and 
when the galleys, which the king of Portugal had 
provided for him, under the command of his prin- 
dpal admiral Alphonfo Bretat, were ready, and 
the weather favourable, he and his duchefs took 
leave of the king, their daughter, and the barons 
of Portugal, and embarked and put to fea. They 
coaited the (bores, and, having wind and weather 
feiir, arrived fafely at Bayonne in a few days. The 
inhabit;^ts of Bayonne and the adjacent parts were 
much rejoiced at their arrival, for they defired 
greatly their coming, and waited on them to pay 
their refpeds. News of the duke and ducheft 
being at fiayonne with their ^ daughter was fpread 

far 
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far and near, and gave nmch pleafure to Bordeatut 
and the Bordelois. 

Sir John Harpedon, f(6n6fchal of Bordeaux, and 
the fdnefcha] des Landes, i^ith other gentlemen of 
the country, fuch as the lord de Mucident, the 
lords de Duras, de Rofem, de Landuras, de Chau- 
mont, de TEi^arre, de Copane, and feveral more 
of the principal barons and knights, paid their 
compliments to the duke. He received them kindly 
as they came, for they arrived feparatcly, AH 
offered him fuch fervices and affe&ion as are due 
to a lord. 

The duke reiided xhis feafon at Bayonne. He 
frequently vrrote to the king of England and to 
his brothers ; but, for whatever he could urge^ he 
had not any reinforcement of men at arms or* 
archers; and, as things were then fituated, the 
duke of Lancafter and his concerns were totally , 
difregarded.^ Thofe who had returned from Caf- 
tille gave fuch accounts as difcouraged others from* 
going thither. They faid, * The voyage was fo 
long, a war with France would be far more advan- 
tageous. France has a rich country and temperate 
climate, with fine rivers ; but Caftille has nothing 
but rocks and high mountains, a (harp air, muddy 
rivers, bad meat, and wines fo hot and harfh there 
is no drinking them. The inhabitants are poor and 
filthy, badly clothed and lodged, and quite dif- 
ferent in their manners to us, fo that it would be 
folly to go thither. When you enter a large city 
gr town, you exped to find every thing, but you 
wiU meet with nothing but wines, lard, and empt^p 

coffers. 
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<:offers. It is quite the contrary in France ; for 
there we have many a time found, in the cities and 
towns, when the fortune of war delivered them 
into our hands, fuch wealth and riches as aftoniihed 
'us* It is fuch a war as this we ought to at- 
tend to, and boldly hazard our lives, for it i$ 
very profitable, and not in a war with Caftille or 
Portugal, where there is nothing but poverty and 
lofs to be fuffered/ 

Such were the converfations of the Engliih who 
had returned from Caftille, fo that the minifters 
who ruled the country, perceived that any expedi* 
tion thither would be very unpopular. The coun-> 
try was not as yet recovered from the late troubles, 
which the executions of fir Robert Trefilian and 
others, and the flight of the duke of Ireland, had 

« ■ 

thrown it into. The king had alfo new counfellors, 
with whom he was not, at that time, well recon* 
ciied. All thefe things prevented any attention 
being paid to what related td the duke of Lanca£« 
ter^ who ftill relided at Bayonne. 

The iituation of England, with refped to its in* 
ternal ^divifions, the defperate ftate of the affairs of 
the duke of Lancafter, , and all that related to 
the duke of Ireland and his partifans, were per- 
fedly known to i the king of France and his coun» 
ciK To gain more information on thefe fubjedb; 
the king, by the advice of his uncles, refolved ta 
invite the duke of Ireland into France, ^and to fend 
to him at Utrecht, where he refided, proper paff* 
ports for his coming thither, and for remaining. at 
long as it (hould be the king's pleafure,^ and toxol 

turn 
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tiirn whenever the duke (hould pleafe. It was ne» 
ceflary to fend fpecial meiTengers, and that his paflf- 
port ihould be particularly made out, otherwife the 
duke would not quit Utrecht ; for he knew he was 
in the ill graces of the lord de Coucy, (who was a 
great baron, and of high birth, in France) and not 
without caufe, for, to fay the truth, he had very 
fcandaloufly treated his duchefs, the daughter of 
the lord de Coucy. This certainly was the prin- 
cipal reafon that had blafted his charafker in France 
and elfewhere ; for he was there as much hated 
and defpifed as in England* When this matter was 
difcuiTed in the council of France, the iprd de 
Coucy ftrongly oppofed it ; but they gave fo many 
reafons'for the advantages that might be reaped 
from the duke's coming, as to induce him to yield : 
indeed, as the king willed it, he could not fay 
more. 

The king, being young, was defirous to fee the 
duke of Ireland, becaufe he had been told he was 
a gallant knight, and that the king of England's 
love for him had been unbounded. A knight and 
clerk, who was one of the king's notaries^ were 
£ent to feek him. 

The duke of Ireland was very much aftoniflied 
vrhen he firft heard the king of France wiflied to 
fee him, and had many ideas what could be the 
caufe of it. Having confidered the paiTport, he 
found he might fafely go to the king in France, 
and return to Utrecht when he pleafed. He there- 
fore left Utrecht, in company^with thofe who had 
Wen fent for him, and continued his journey until 

he 
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he arri\r^d at Paris ; for the king then refided at 
the caftle of the Louvre. The duke was well re- 
ceived by the king and his uncles ; and the king 
was defirous he would fix his refidence in France» 
and had an hotel appointed for him to live and keep 
his ftate. He had wherewithal*to do fo handfomely^ 
for he had brought immenfe fums of money with 
him frmn England^ and the conftable of France 
wa$ ftill much indebted to him for the ranfom pf 
John of Brittany, as the whole had not been paid. 
The duke of Ireland made frequent vifits to the 
king, who entertained him well, and he was ish. 
vited to all the feafts^ tilts and tournaments. 



CHAP. XXII. 

THE COUNCIL OF FRANCE DISAGREE, AS TO THE 
king's going into GERMANY, ON ACCOUNT OP 
THE STATE OF THE REALM. THE DUKE OP BRIT- 

' TAKY STRENGTHENS HIS GARRISONS, AND FORMS 
ALLIANCES WITH ENGLAND AND THE KING OF NA^ 
VARRE. THE ENGLISH RAISE A LARGE ARMY. 

VOU have before heard how the count d*Ef- 
tampes was fent by the duke of Berry into 
Brittany, in the hopes of conciliating the duke p£ 
Brittany, and had returned unfuccefsful, to the 
great vexation of the di^ke of Berry, but more 
particularly to that of the king's council ; for they 
knew the eagernefs of the king to march to Ger- 
VoL. IX. L many. 
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nMify to fevetigc himfelf for the rude and out* 
fageous challenge the duke of Gueldres had fent 
him. 

The wifeft of the council, forefeeing what might 
happen, thought it would be too dangerous for the 
king, at this moment, to leave the realm. They 
now clearly faw the duke of Brittany would not 
liftento termsof accommodation, and felt his con- 
duft, in arrefting, confining, and ranfoming the 
conftable for one hundred thoufand francs, three 
iaftles and a town, highly ofFenfive to the honour 
of France. They heard alfo, that the duke had 
entered into a ftrong alliance with the king of 
England, and was laying up (lores of all kinds in 
his different towns and caflles. He was feeking 
friends on all fides, fo that his barons and knights 
knew not how to aft, (or at leaft the greater part) 
whether to go to France, or remain with the duke 
and abide the event j but they would never have 
taken arms againfl France, for the knights and 
iquires of Brittany are too loyal Frenchmen to be 
induced to be guilty of fuch conduft. The coun- 
cil were fearful, and with reafon, fliould the king 
march to Germany with a large force, and he could 
not do otherwife, that the duke of Brittany would 
Introduce the Englifh to his country, by Saint 
Malo, Saint Matthieu, Kemper, Treguier, , Guer- 
rande, Vannes, or on fome other parts of the coaft^ 
for they could not gain t better entrance into 
France. iThey were, therefore, much puz^iled, 
how they could, without compromifing the king's 
honour and that of the realm, bring about a re- 
conciliation 
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condliadon tirith the dake. But foine of Ihe eotiiii 
cil (aid, ^ chat it would be very blameable in the 
king to put off his expedition for this duke of Brit<^ 
tany, who was not mailer of his own country ; and 
he might be aiTured that the knights and barons of 
Brittany would never lide with him againfl: the 
king of France* Let the king, in God's name^ 
undertake the expedition, and the conftable^ with 
his Bretons, may ilay at home to guard the coun- 
try.' This opinion was ably fupported in the coun«^ 
cil ; but others oppofed it, faying, * It cannot be 
done, for the king will never undertake it without 
the conftable, as he knows more of war than any 
other knight/ Some argued, faying, ' Let th^ 
king then remain, and fend thither one of his un- 
cles, for inftance my lord of Burgundy^ with twb 
thoufand lances and feven thoufand lufly varlets ; 
for, as the war principally affeds him, he is bound 
to go thither^ from his connedtion with Brabant^ 
which is the feat of war ; and he will be joined^ 
when in that country, by feven hundred fpears^ 
and from twenty to thirty thoufand of the common 
people.' * What you fay is to no purpofe,' others 
replied, ^ for the king is determined to go, as com-^ 
mander in chief : he fays, fince he has been chaU 
lenged^ he will not refufe it. It is proper he fhould 
therefore go ; and, as he is young, the oftener he 
bears arms, the more will he like them.' * All 
this is well/ faid fome, * but who will be bold 
enough to advife the king to march fo far into Qer'^ 
many, and among fdch proud and crafty people ? 
The entrance may be eafy enough, but not fo the 

L 2 return ; 



return J fbr^ Vrhto they kndw that the king of 
France aifid his nobles ard in the heart of their 
cotifttry, they will cbllefl: together atfomeof the 
|»afles they are acquainted with, and of which we 
^re ignorant, and completely deftroy us. They are 
the moil ararjcibus of mankind, and the moft cruel 
to their f>rifohers ; for, when they take any in war, 
th^ throw them ititd clofe dungeons, loaded with 
fetters, and fuch like pHfon furniture: they are 
cunning enoiigh in thefe matters, in order to ob« 
tain a larger rinfom from them. They are in the 
l^gbbfl: fpirits when they make captive a nobleman 
or man of rank, and carry him with them mto Bo« 
hernia^ Auftria^ br Saxony, and confine him in 
fome uninhabited caftle, where you mud feek for 
Kim. Such people are worfe than Pagans or Sa- 
racefis, fbr thdr extreme covetoufnefs robs them 
6f'all ideas of honour* Now, if you condud the 
king to fuch a country, and any melancholy event 
haippe^, atid who tai^ forefee what unfortunate ac- 
cidents Aiay not occur ? it will be faid that we have 
advifed him, like traitors, to his ruin, and not for 
the welfare of him or the kingdom. But, (hould 
the king perfifl in this expedition (God defend the 
realm fn^ harm I) whom will he take with him, 
ifid what nobles are .to attend him ? for he mufl 
be properly accompanied, and the country, being 
left empty of defaiders^ is in rifk of total deftruc- ' 
tion. Who will now advife the king to undertake 
this mattwr ih perfon ?* * What can be done then f * 
faid others in rq)ly. * Why,' anfwered thofe who 
^d iXTore maturely considered the matter, and 

^ ^weighed 
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weighed all the difEcukies attending It, ^ let the 
idng think no more of it, nor fend Hxj confider- 
able force thither. The duke of Gueldres is youn^ 
and hot-headed, and ppffed up with havmg cfaaU 
lenged a king of France. Jt has not proceeded 
from any folid underftanding, but from the £d^ 
fufficiency of a young man, who wants to fty b^ 
fore he has whigs. Since he has fent his defiance, 
let him follow it up : the kingdom of France is 
large, and the moment he (hall enter it, wha£eircr 
part it may be, the king will b^e inftandy informed 
of it, and have juft caufe for calling on *his fiib» 
jeds for fupport, and for marching to repel the 
invader, fhould he have remained in France, or 
for purfuing him into Germany. The king wiU^ 
by fuch condufb, acquire honour for him£elf and 
his kingdom, at a much d^eaper rate than bf 
marching into Gueldres. We have been informed, 
by thofe well acquainted with the country, that 
there are four large rivers Cp pafs before you arrive 
at the duke*s territories, and * that the iinaileft is as 
wide as the Loire at Nemours or k Cbarice, and 
the country bad to march through, and worfe to 
be quartered in. Now, thole ^vixo pleale may ad- 
vife the king to undertake his ie^cpedidon through 
fuch a country/ 

Thus, as I hav« faid^ was the ccmn^il diivid(4 
refpe^ing this expediticm to Guddr^es, which llye 
king was very anxious to accompliih. Indeed, 
more progress wot^ hav^ been made ^towards it, if 
tbey had Qot been afraid of ihe mifehief diat m%ht 
come from Biittany ; aad das didayed i^ much* 

There 
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I'here was caufc for their fears ; for the duke, wh<5 
had received information of the challenge of th^ 
iduke of Gueldres^ and of the king's eagernefs to 
march againft him, was only M^aiting until the king 
had quittj^d the kingdom, to introduce the Engr 
Jifh/ with whom he had formed an alliance, into 
his duchy. 

The duke had, by his fubtle arts, gained over 
ithe principal towjis to his interefl, fuch as Nantes, 
Vannes, Rennes, Treguier, Guerrande, Lamballe, 
St. Malo, and St. Matthieu de Fine Poterne, but 
^ad failed in his attempts to gain the nobles. He 
hoped, indeed, they would accompany the confta- 
ble into Germany, and give him freer fcope.for his 
war. He filled his towns and caftles with all forts 
of (lores, artillery and provifions, plainly (hewing 
he preferred war to peace. 

He had likewife formed a flridl alliance with his 
brother-in-law, the young king of Navarre, and 
had promifed him, that if he fucceeded in his at« 
tempt to bring over a body of englifh men at arms 
and archers, he would lead them inftantly to Nor- 
mandy, and recover for him all thofe towns and 
places the late king of France had won from his 
father by himfelf, or the lord de Coucy and others. 
The king of Navarre indulged in thefe hopes, antf 
paid every refpe£lful compliment to the duke of 
Lancafter at Bayonne, with whom he entered intp 
^n alliance. 

On the 7th day of April, in the year of grace 
1388, it was determined in the council bf the king 
pf England, by the dukes qf York and Qlo^^er, 

that 
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that Richard earl of Arundel ibould' be appointed 
commander in chief of a nav.al expedition* He 
was to have under him one thoufand men at arms 
and three thoufand archers, who were to afTf^mble 
at Southampton the 1 5th of May, when' the fleef 
would be ready prepared to receive them» audit 
was fixed that thofe who were to accompany hin} 
were immediately to begin their march to Souths 
ampton. 

The king of England kept a grand feafl: on St« 
George's day, this year, at Windfor, which wai 
attended by a number of the lords who were to 
accompany the earl of Arundel, and who there 
took leave of the king, the queen, his uncles and 
ladies. The whole of this armament were at South- 
ampton, or in thofe parts, on the appointed day, 
and embarked on board the fleet the 20th day of . 
May, when^ the weather was fine and clear. With 
the earl of Arundel were, the earls of Nottingham 
and Devonfhire, the lord Thomas Percy, the lord 
Clifford, fir John de Warwick, fir William Shel- 
lie, the lord Camois, fir Stephen de Liberie, fir 
William Elmham, fir Thomas Moreaux, fir John 
d'Ambreticourt, fir Robert Sere, fir Peter de 
Montberry, fir Lewis Clanbow, fir Thomas Cqolt, 
fir William Paulet, and feveral more : in the whole, , 
there were one thoufand good men at arms. arid 
about three thoufand archers. They embarked no 
horfes with them ; for they hoped, if fuccefsfi^l, 
to find horfes in plenty in Brittany. , The 4ay they 
weighed, anchor, the fea was fo calm and ferene, 
(hat it waa bfautifttl to bchpld. . They : made for 

: the 
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the (hores bf firittftny or Normandy, with a deter- 
mination to land no where elfe, unlefs other inteU 
ligence ihould be fent them. They had in their 
fleet fome light ^eflels (called Balniers Courfiers) 
which drew but little water, and thefe were fent hi 
advance, to leek adventures, in the fame manner 
ki knights and fquires, mounted on the fleeteft 
horfes, are ordered to fcour in front of an army, 
to fee if there are any ambufcades. We will, how^* 
eter, leave this army, and fpeak of the affairs of 
Gueldres and Brabant, and of the fiege of Grave* 
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- CHAP. xxin. 

i«E BRJIBANTERS LAY SIEGE TO THE TOWN 6f 
GRAVE.— THE CONSTABLE OF FRANCE GAINS THE 
tOWNS OF SAINT MALO AND SAINT MATTHIEU DE 
FINE P6tERNE, AND GARRISONS THEM WITH HIS 
MEN* 

f HAVE belbre giim an account of the ancient 
dukes of Gueldres, and how the eldeft fon of 
the ilrft duke mankd Bertsddo of Mechlin^s daugh- 
fir, in Of der to redeem his inheritance, and had 
liii«>ngaged three of his caftles to the count de 
Motm, who, unable to regain the iac«iey,.he had 
lent, liad fold them to Winceflaus dulobvof Brabant 
Cdt the £ime fum^ i&d all the Itftfcyicat events to 

the 
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the time of duk; William of Gueldrei, fon of cht 
duke of Juicers. 

Hiis duke of Gueldres, finding he could no way 
fucceed in recovering his before-mentioned three 
caftles on the Meufe, which had been part of his 
patrimonial inheritance, refoived to fecure himfelf 
the poflefTion of Grave from the Brabanters. He 
had married his baftard-daughter to the young losd 
of Bruk, who claimed the town of Grave as lord 
paramount. There was an amicable treaty made 
between them, fuch as (hould be made when Ci- 
thers sgid children are concerned ; and the young 
lord of Bruk yielded to the duke all his chums 
on Grave, and the territories thereto belongings 
in the prefence of the knights of Gueldres and 
Juliers. 

The duke of Gueldres gave him. In return, the., 
town and territory of Breda, fituated on the river 
Merck, in the duchy of Gueldres, bordering on 
Holland, below Brabant. It had a handfome oaf- 
tie : the town was exfcenfive and of much ttade, 
but Grave was more valuable. The duke had made 
this exchange to (Irengthen himfelf againft the 
claim of the Brabanters ; but the duchefs and her 
Xubjefts faid, that the lord of Bruk was only mort- 
gagee in pofleffion, and that (he or her heirs midit 
redeem it whenever they pleafed. The duke of 
Gueldres denied this, and hence arofe their jmitoal 
hatreds aad wars. 

The Brabanters this year, in the month of Mmy^^ 
eame withn powerful force'of barons, knights «id 
i4)tttrai, telfty £ege to die ttwii «f 6«aw. They 

brought 
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brought with them fpringallSy and various other 
machines of attack, and they amounted altogether 
to forty thoufand men. There were, almoft daily 
flurmiflies at the barriers. The town of Grave is 
fituated oji the brabant fide of the Meufe, over 
which there is a bridge that conne^s it with 
Gueldres. 

; This fiege was a bold enterprife ; but great plenty 
.was in the army of Brabant, and every thing was 
to be had there for money, and as cheap as at Bruf- 
.(ds. In thefe continual (kirmifhes at the barriers, 
wh^^e the crof: - jows fometimes ventured, the fuc- 
cef^* was variable, as mufl: always happen when the 
pai ties are nearly equal. 

The duke of Gueldres was regularly informed 
of every thing that pafled at the fiege, for he had 
'fixed his refidence only four leagues off at Nime- 
guen. He wrote frequently to Kngland for aflfiftp 
ance, and was in hopes the armament at fea under 
the earl of Arundel, fhould the winds prove fia* 
vourable, would come to raife this fiege. He knew 
the town of Grave was ftrong, and that it wa^ 
amply fupplied with ftores and provifions, and 
could not be won by ftorm. As it could only be 
gained by capitulation, he felt affured on that head, 
as he depended on the fidelity of the inhabitants, 
that they wouldjnever defert him. ITiis fiege, there- 
fore, lafted a very confiderable time. 

The earl of Arunders fleet was ftill at fea, and, 
tlwugh no landing had been attempted, it hovered 
lalpng the coafts of Bjittany and Normandy, fo that 
th( Normw^t froia &# Miphaer^ Mount along t|ip 
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(hore to Dieppe, Saint Valery, and even CrAoy la 
Ponthieu, were much alarmed, and uncertain at 
what place they would difembark. All thefe fea- 
port towns were well provided with men at arms, 
hy orders from the king of France, to oppofe any 
invafiom 

The marfhal de Blainville, who commanded on 
the coaft, fent the lord de Coucy and the lord de 
Hambre, two great norman barons, to the town 
of Carentan, which is fituated on the fea-ihore, and 
formerly belonged to Charles king of Navarre. 
The conftable of France took poffeffion of the 
towns of Saint Mab and Saint Matthieu de Fine 
Poterne ; and, as foon as he learnt the Englifh 
were at fea, he placed fuificient garrifpns in both, 
Ui the name of the king of France- 
It was thought in France, that war would be de- 
clared againft the duke of Brittany. The knights 
and fquires faid, that this appearance of the englifh 
fleet was another inftance of the duke's perfidy ; 
for, by their continued hovering along his coafls, 
it was clear that he had invited them thither. They 
never quitted their ftations, unlefs forced by ftrefs '^ 
p{ weather, and, when favourable, returned to 
fhtm again. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER HAS INTENTIONS OP MAK- 
RYINO HIS DAUGHTER TO THE DUKE Dli LA TOU- 
RAINE, BROTHER TO THE KINO OF FRANCE,— THE 
DUKE OF BERRY PROPOSES HIMSELF FOR HER HUS- 
4^AND.— THE DUKE OF LANCASTER IS MUCH 8ATIS- 
jPIED THEREAT, 

T HAVE before faid that the duke of Lancafter 
had quitted Caftille and Portugal His thoughts^ 
on the unfortunate event of his expedition, were 
not very agreeable ; for he faw his hopes annihi- 
lated, and that fortune, as very often happens in 
worldly affairs, had fuddenly turned againft him, 
at a time when it was the leaft expefted : for he 
had left England well accompanied with men at 
ai^ms, and with every expeftation of finifhing his 
campaign in a different manner. It wa6 told him 
that his adverfary had regained, within fifteen days 
after he had left the country, all his conquefls, 
which had occupied him fix weeks. 

His army had been wafled away by ficknefs, and 
he defpaired of any affiflance from home ; for the 
Englifh were tired of this war, as it was at fuch a 
diftance, and the accounts they had heard of the 
country difgufted them : befides, the duke knew 

that 
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that England ^s much troubled wklun itfel^ He 
forefaw little hope of amendment in his aSkirs ; 
and though he faid not much on this fubje^t, he 
thought a great deal. 

At times, he compared himfelf and his expedi- 
tion to the duke of Anjou and his march to Na- 
ples J for, when he fet out from France, he was 
fo magnificently equipped, nothing was ever feen 
like to it, and attended by multitudes of knights, 
fquires and men at arms ; but the end had been, 
that all were either killed or ruined. 

It was not furprifing that the duke, confidering 
his hop,es were totally deflroyed, ihould be fome- 
times melancholy ; for the count de Foix, who was 
one of the wifeft princes, in converfation with his 
knights, had declared the duke of Lancafter's ex* 
pedations, in regard to the crown of Caftille, were 
completely at an end. The duke was, however, of 
a high fpirit, and fought confolation .in the prof-. 
pe& of the elevation of his children. He had with 

him a handfome daughter, by the lady Conflance, 

1 *"•'•'- •■-/• t • •▼>••• s ->>* ••V""''^''''!' ^'■■''*'t'^^"^^'"**'^•■■"v■' 
dau!ghter 01 don redro, m whole right he had made 

war on 'Callille : he, therefore, mufing on this 
fubjeA, faid,-;—* If fortune is now unfavourable to 
me, it may be otherwife to my daughter, who is 
young and handfome, and by her grandfather and 
mother the true heirefs of Caftille. Some gallant 
prince of France may feek her in marriage, either 
for the above right or her high birth ;. for fhe nxay 
boaft that fhe fprings from the beft blood in Chrif- 
tendom/ He would gladly have had fome. over- 
tures made him |rom France on this head ; for he 

knew 



knew the king had a younger brother, in the diiktf 
of Touraind : * and,* added the duke, * we mighty 
through his means, recdver dur inhef itarice of Caf- 
tille; for it has been folely through thfe aid of 
'Fiance that our adverfafy has kept his crown: 
Ihoiild that |)owdf turn againft him, which would 
be the cafe if a tn^^rriage took place with the duke 
of Touraiiie, he muft fpeedily furrender his throne 
to my daughter/ 

Such were the expedations the duke of Ltoctf- 
ter flattered himfelf with, and his imaginations 
were in a way to be realized ; not, indeed, by the 
king of France's brother, but by one who was 
well qualified to change the face of affairs in Caf- 
tille, and who had the complete government of 
France, for without his confent nothing was done i 
I mean the duke of Berry. 

You have before heard how he and his fon were 
made widowers nearly at the fame time. What I 
am about to relate, I know from my dwn know- 
ledge ; for I, the author of this book, was at the 
time in the country of Blois, on the borders of 
Poitou and Berry, with my very dear and honoured 
lord, the count Guy de Blois, by whofe defire and 
encouragement this hiftory was undertaken. 

The duke of Berry had, among his othef 
thoughts and plans, a defign to mafry again. He 
frequently faid to thofe near his perfon, that a lord 
was nothing without a lady^^ nor a man without a 
wife. Thofe in whom he had the greateft confi- 
dence replied ; ^ Very well, my lord^ marry thefl 
your fon Jdhh : your houfe wiU be more pfeafant, 

and 
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Md better managed.* ^ Ah/* faid the- duke, ^hd^ 
is too young/ * That is nothing, my lord : jdo * 
not you fee the count de Blois has married his fon^ - 
who is of the fame age, with your daughter Mary f 
* That is true,' anfwered the duke : ' well, name 
, then a lady for him.* * We name the daughter of* 
the duke of Lancafter.' The duke miifed a whijfe^ 
and was fome time before he made any reply, 
when, addrefling himfelf to them, he faid,— * You 
propofe marrying my fon John with my coufm, the 
daughter of the duke of Lancafter : by St. Denis, 
you have made me imagine that fhe will be an ex- 
cellent match for myfelf, and I will Ihortly write 
to the duke on the fubjed. He refides, as I hear, 
at Bayonne ; and I will fignify to htm that fome of 
my council fhall very fpeedily wait on him to treat 
of this marriage with me, I fay : not for my fon 
John, whom I will marry elfewhere.' 

Thofe to whom he had fpoken, on hearing the 
above, burft out into laughter. ' What do you, 
laugh at ?' faid the duke. ^ We laugh, my lord, 
becaufe it feems that you prefer to have a good 
diing yourfelf, rather than give it your fon,* * By 
my faith, I am in the right ; for my fair coufm of 
Lancafter will not fo readily give his daughter to 
my fon as he will to me.' 

Letters were inftantly written, and fent to the 
duke of Lancafter. The meffengers, on their ar- 
rival at Bayonne, prefented the letters to the duke, 
who, having opened them and perufed their con- 
tents, was highly delighted, and made thofe who 
had brought them good cheer, giving them to un- 
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derftand, that their intelligence was very agreeable 
to him. The duke returned fuch.aiifwers by the 
meflengers as fhewed the propofal was very fatisfac^ 
tory, and had given him much joy. 

The meflengers, on their return, found the dufce 
of Berry in Poitou, but preparing to return to Pa- 
ris ; for the king and the duke of Burgundy had 
exprefely fent for him, to confider of the ftate of 
Brittany. Having/ read the anfwer from the duke 
of Lancafter, which afforded him much pleafure, 
he determintsd to perfevere in the bufinefs, although 
he could not defer his journey to Paris. He re- 
folved, however, to proceed in it by the Ihorteft 
mode, and fent letters to one of his knights, called 
fir Helion de lignac, who at that time was fen6f- 
chal of la Rochelle, ordering him to place the 
town under the government of thofe he could de- 
pend upon, and then, without fail, to haflen to 
him at Paris. 

Sir Helion, on receiving the duke's orders, fealed 
with his feal, and noticing the hafte in which he 
was fummoned to follow him, loft no time in put- 
ting la Rochelle and its dependencies under the 
command of two valiant knights of Beauce, called 
fir Peter de Jouy and ' the lord Peter Taillepie* 
When this was done, he took the fhortcft road 
he could to join the duke, who he knew, from 
the tenor of his letter, would be impatient to fee 
him. 

We will return to the duke of Lancafter at Bay- 
onne, and fay what were his thoughts on the pro- 
pofal from the duke of Berry. He was not will- 
ing 
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ing it fliould be kept lecret : on the contraty, he 
pubUftied it every where, that his enemies might 
be alarmed, and the matter knowil in the court of 
his adverfary of Caftille. The duke, in confe- 
quence, wrote feveral letters, detailing the whole 
bufinefs, with copies of the duke of Berry's pro- 
pofals, iand his anfwers of confent to the coimt de 
Foix, becaufe he knew there was a continual inter* 
courfe of knights and fquires from all countries at 
Orth^s, going or returning to Caftille, or on pil- 
grimage to or from Sant Jago. ; He did the lame 
to the king of Navarre, who had married the king 
of Caftille 's fifter, and by whom he had a nume* 
rous family, that the intelligence of rfiis marriage 
might be more readily believed in Caftille than if 
told by common report. He wrote alfo on the 
fame fubjeft to the king of Portugal, but was filent 
refpcfting it in his letters to the king and his bro- 
thers in England, for he knew the Engliih would 
not be pleafed at it : Indeed, they gave proofs of 
their diflike to this marriage, as foon as they heard 
of it, as I (hall relate when T am come to that part 
of my hiftory j but I muft now return to the duke 
of Brittany^ as that matter preffes. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

m 

THK LORD DE COUCY AND OTHER BARONS 'OF 
FRANCE ARE SENT TO THE DUKE OF BRITTANY. 

BSFORE THEIR ARRIVAl,, HE HAD RESTORED 

TO THE OFFICERS OF THE CONSTABLE TIfE PLAQE^ 
HE HAD TAKEN FROM HIM. 

• a < 

I 

^f\N ^ the duke of Berry's arrival at Pari$» many 
councils were held by thofe moft in the confi- 
dence of the king and his uncles, fuch as the bi- 
ihops of Langres and Laon, the lord de Coucy and 
other privy counfellorsj as vsrell on the affairs of 
Gueldres, whither the king was ftill very deiirous 
of going, as of Brittany ; for the duke would not 
accept of the; advances that had been made him 
towards a reconciliation with France. They knetv 
not whom they could fend to make another at- 
tempt j^ lince the former negotiators had failed. The 
council were much troubled on this account, for 
they had learnt that the duke of Brittany had been 
• bufily employed during the winter in vidlualling 
again and reinforcing all his towns and caftles, 
which plainly indicated his wifh to have been foir 
war. 

The wifeft of the council faid, — * You talk of 
gpjng j^ Germany : you ihould rather go to^Brit- 
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taDy , and deftroy that iixiblent duke, who holda iit 
contempt the crowii of France and refufes to obey 
its orders. You will not obtain any thing from 
biiki by treaty j and his prefumption i$ fo great, he 
muft be taught his duty : he neither loves nor ef« 
teems any one but himfelf. It is clear^ that if the 
king go to Germany, and leave the realm unprot- 
teded by men at arms, (and unlefs he be hand- 
fomely attended ^ he need not think of it,) thib 
dvOsj^ will introduce the Englifli into his country, 
and give them an entrance to France. The appear- 
ances are now very ftrong that he will do fo ; . for 
there is a large engliih fleet on his coafts, which 
never leaves them but when forced to it by ftrcfs 
of: weather, and when fair it returns; fo that I 
fee no alternative} you muft have opetx war or 



;. * It would be well/ replied others, * that We 
Bgaia fend to him the bifhop of Langres and the 
count de St. Pol, for this laft is by marriage his 
hrother-in-law *.' * Oh no^ no,' interrupted fir 
Yves d'Orient : ' if you will fend to him again, 
you cannot fend one more agreeable to him, nor 
of greater weight, than the lord de Coucy ; for 
they are oonneded by marriage, and have always 
jbad a great affedion for each other ; and to the 
\6td de Coucy add whomfoever you pleafe.' 
,*. Since you have made this propofal, fir Yves," 



■P The duke of Brittany and the count de St. Pol married two 
.daughter^ of Sir John Holland^ earl of Kent. 

M t faid 
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£ud the duke of Burgundy, ' name thofe who you 
think (hould accompany the lord de Coucy/^ — 
* Willingly,' replied fir Yves : * if you pleafe, 
then, fir John de Vienne and th£ lord de la Ri- 
fiere (hall go with him. They are three very in- 
telUgent lords ; and, if any can make him liften to 
teafon, they will.' 

f We agree to this,' faid the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy. 

Although the three lords were inilru&ed what 
-they were to fay, and how to aft, and to ufe every 
amicable means to fettle the bufinefs, they did not 
qAiit Paris immediately. The duke of . Brittany 
heard, before thefe noblemen left Franccj of* their 
mlifion, but thofe who had informed him knew not . 
the particulars th^y were charged with. He was 
confident, however, it related to matters of great 
importance, by the lord de Coucy's appointment. 
He frequently meditated on the fubje£):, a^d opened 
his thoughts to fome of the mofi: confidendal of 'his 
council, for them to give him advice how to aft. 
* It was commonly reported,' he faid, * that the 
duke of Lancafter was about marrying his daugh* 
ter in France to -the duke of Berry, and that mat- 
ters had gone fo far that fir Helion de l^ignac was 
on his road to Bayonne to conclude the bufiaeis 
with^he duke, who was well inclined to it. Such 
a report furprifed him exceedingly ; for the. duke 
of Lancafter, who was his brother-in law, hadne« 
ver written to him on the fubjefl:, and all he knew 
was from public rumour. This filence had not 
been ufual to him formerly, for whenever any of 

his 
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bis affairs had a conne&ioa with France^ he regu« 
korly had informed him of them.' 

His council replied, — ^ Sir, you muft alter 
your plans, whatever they may be, or you may.be ' 
too gres^ a lofer, and bring deftrudion on y6ur 
country. This you fhoald dread ; for what occadion 
have ycMi to go to war fince you are now at peao^ 
and they are begging you to remain ^ ? Your kdy 
is hit gone with child, and you fhould pay atjten* 
don that in her fituation fhe be not alarmed. The 
king of Navarre can give you but little fupport, 
for he has enough to do himfelf. The duke of 
LanAdler is a valiant and wife prince ; but he mar- 
ries, as they fay, his daughter to the duke of Berry. 
This will be the foundation for a long peace be- 
tween France and England, and various treaties 
will be formed in confequence. You will fee fliortly 
the king of Caftille driven from his throne ; for, 
as the French feated him on it, they can as eafily 
.dethrone him : indeed, more eafily, for they wih 
have the aid of the duke of Lancafter and the Eng- 
liih. We have in truth heard, that the lord de 
Coucy, the admiral of France and the lord de la 
Riviere are coming hither, and you may fuppofe 
- it mud be on affiurs of the greateft confequence to 
the king and kingdom, or on the mafter of the 
conftable of France, whofe caufe the. king has 
warmly efpoufed. They are probably ordered to 
know pofitively what are your intentions, and if 
you perfift in your former opinions* Shojuld this 
laft be the cafe, we fuppofe (for one may judge to* 
ferably weU from appearances) that the immpnfe 

forest 
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htce^ no\io^ rumoured to be deftined againift: GueU 
dres, will be turned againft*^ you. Now confidev 
from whom you may expeft afliftance, fhould war 
fee declared by France, as it moft certainly will be 
untefs yx)u confent to a reconciliation, fhould the 
duk$ of Landafter marry his daughter to the duke 
of Berry ; and this he will do, for where can he 
illy himffslf better in regard to the recovery of his 
inheritance? The majority of prelates, barons, 
knights and principal towns of the duchy arc in 
oppofition to you. We therefore fay, (ince you aik 
our advice, that it is at this moment more than ever 
requifite for you to cpnfider well your fltdltion, 
and to avoid rifking the lofs of your country, which 
|ias coft you fo much labour and blood to gain* 
We know how great your hatred is to fir Oliver dc 
Cliifon, and that you have mutually Ihewn your 
diflikes to each other ; but you muft foften it fome 
little, at leafl in appearance, for fince the king of 
France, his uncles and barons have taken up bis 
quarrel, they will fupport him : he is and will con- 
tinue their conftable. Had the late king been alive, 
who loved him fo much, and you had aftcd the 
feme, we know it would have coft the king half of 
bis kingdom, but he would have made you fuffer 
for the injury done him. The prefent king, his 
jbn, is young, and does hot pay that attention to 
affairs which may be expeSed from him, if he live, 
ten years hence : he is coming on the ftage, ai^d 
you are going oflF. Should you, therefore, engage 
in a new war with France, after all we have f^id, 
it will be contrary to our opinions, and to thofe ^f 
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everyijnan who has any attachtiii^tit to you.- * Yda 
mult difitmble at prefent what yout * fedX ihdiiial 
tions may be. What is to you the hdld&ig thteft 
caftles from fir Oliver de Cliflbn, whifch form paW 
of his inheritance, confidering the manner in ^hiek 
you gained them ? and, whether you have peaig4 
or war, they will coft you more to guard for thr6ft 
years than ever you will gain fronl them in twelVd 
Give them back, therefore, handfomely ; aiid wheli 
the rumour (hall be fpread abroad, for there is n6 
fire without fmoke, that you have fo done of yout 
own free will, you will pacify the anger of many, 
and greatly pleafe the duke of Burgundy, who has 
never interfered fo much in this bufihefs as h^ 
might, had he fo pleafed, through the go6d of*- 
fices of your coufin the duchefs of Burgundy : this 
we know for fad. She has a numerous family^, 
who are now your neareft relations: recoiled:, 
therefore, whence your origin, and who are yout 
connexions, and do not eftrange yourfelf frefA 
thofe with whom you ought to be more ftrongljr 
united : it will be madnefs if you do, and you wiH 
be undeferving pity for what confequences may'eri- 
fue. Have no connexion with England : the Eng- 
lifli have fufficient employment at home. Thiiy 
will make you great proteftations of friendfliipj ih 
order to take their advantage of itj and nothing 
more : this yod know, for you were in your youth 
brought up among them.* \ 

The dqke* was much ftruck on hea(ring fuch very 
forcible reafonlng, and remained fome time fcan- 
ing over a window that opened into a court, with- 
i. out 



put tnaldng any reply. His council were (landing 
l>ebind him; and^ after fpriie mufrng, he turned 
jrpund and faid,-^* I perceive clearly that you have 
jvell and honeflly advifed me. I want nothing but 
good cQunfel, and yet how can I pretend to cheriih 
Jove where I only feel hate ? How can I ever bvc 
fij Oliver de Cli0bn, who has given me fuch re^ 
peated caufes for hatred ? and the thing I mod re- 
pent of in this world is> the not having put him 
tto death whQU I had him in my caftle of Er- 
mine/ ^ 

< In the name of God, fir,' replied thofe near 
Jiimi ^ had you put him to death, you could never 
jhave poflefled yourfelf of his ellates, for there is 
an app^sil from this duchy to the parliament of Pa- 
ris, John of Brittany and the fon of the vifcount 
de Rphan are his heirs by marriage with his two 
4aughters, and would of right have fucceedcd to 
li\% eiiates I and you are much blamed for what you 
Jiav^ already done refpefting the three caftles, by 
their friend^ in France, The conftable has made 
jbi§ complaint^ to the chamber of parliament at Pa- 
ris, where fentenqe will be given againft you, for 
you have no one there to make any defence for 
wh^t he may aqcufe you of. When you (hall have 
loft this caufe, fir Oliver de Cliffon and his heirs 
wiU be intitled tq follow up the judgment by force 
pf arips ; aRd, Ihpuld the king and country take 
part in afiifling them, you muil havQ a greater 
power than we know you have at this moment to 
injiHe a^y refinance. It wjU therefore be more to 
ym ?4Y?uxta^?, if, whU? this mauer is pendiijg, 
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Jim furrender up thefe caftles, and be thaidced for 
fo doing, rather than wait until judgment be given 
againft you, with heavy damages. Toil willalfo 
regain the good will of your fubje&, which is cer- 
tainly worth having, and live in peace with thoSt 
whofe affe£tions you fhould wifh to prelerve; I 
mean the king of France, who is your fovereiga 
and natural lord, and my lord of Burgundy and 
his children, your coufms. You have feoi an ex- 
ample in your own time in the late earl of Flanders, 
your coufm-german, who, though a valiant and 
wife prince, was, through extraordinary events, at 
the latter end of his days, nearly driven out of his 
inheritance ; but, by humbling himfelf to the king 
of France and his uncles, they aflifted him in the 
recovery of his country/ 

* Well,* replied the duke, * I fee fince I have 
afked your advice, it will be proper for me to fol- 
low what you have faid.' 

I believe every thing went on well afterwards ; 
at leaft, fuch were the appearances ; for the duke 
X>f Brittany, who had hitherto kept pofleflion of 
(he conftable's caftles, now remanded his men from 
them, and gave up their poiTefTion to the officers of 
fir Oliver de Cliflbn. This was the firft zGt'of mo- 
deration on his part : but it did not fatisfy the king 
nor council of France, who infiiled on the reditu- 
tion of the money that had been paid as part of the 
ranfom, and that the duke fhould come to Paris, 
and perfonally make excufes for his condu£l td the 
king, in the prefence of the peers of France, and 
Aibn^t to iadx puniihment as the king and hi$ 
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peers ^ght^ : tfter great deliberation^ ad)udge 
hith» ...... : 

The three envoys to Brittany were well pleafed 
when they heard of the reftitution of the QQn&^f 
ble's caftles, and the lord de Coucy faid,r— * Now, 
gentlemen, we have one obftacle the iefa to fur- 
mount, and I fuppofe the duke will liften to what 
we may have to fay to him/ ' 

I was told, that before thcfe three barons left 
Paris, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy held feve- 
ral private confultations with them, and recom« 
mended them to ufe every gentle method to bring 
matters to a favourable conclufion, in preference 
to harfh ones ; and to prevail on the duke to come 
to Paris, or at lieaft half way to the town of Blois, 
where they would meet him and hold a conference 
together. The three barons, who were prudent 
and had received their full inftrudions, fakl, they 
would ufe their utmoft endeavours to comply with 
their wiflies. On leaving Paris, they continued 
their journey until they came to the city of Reii<- 
neS in Brittany, where, on afking for the duke, 
'they learnt he was at Vannes, whither they 
went. 

Their coming was already known in the houfe-» 
, Jiold of the duke, for they had fent forward fer- 
vants to prepare their lodgings. The duke had 
aiTembled his council and the principal barons of 
Brittany near his perfon, to fhew them the more 
honour. They were well received on their enter- 
ing Vannesi by the knights and others of the dukfe's 
hodebold^ who had gone forth to meet them^ and 

in 
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in -particular bjr the lord de Laval^ tfho refidej. 
there» 

They dlfmounted at their lodgings, and, having 
dreffed and refreflied thcmfelves wich what they 
there found, re-mounjted their horfes, and rode to 
the cafUe de la Motte, the refidence of the duke, 
who met and received them with much joy, tilling 
them they were welcome, for that he was very 
happy in feeing them. He took the lord de CouQy 
by the hand, and fliewed hiin much kindnefs, fay- 
ing, — ' Fair brother, you are welcome : I rejoice 
to fee you in Brittany : before you leave me, I will 
give you fine fport with hunting flags, and in hawk- 
ing/ * Dear brother and lord/ replied the lord 
de Coucy, ^ I thank you ; and I and my compa- 
nions will cheerfully partake of them.' 

The duke fhewed them every attention, and con- 
ducted them, laughing and joking, to his, apart- 
ments, where they amufed themfelves with much 
cheerfulnefs, as great lords are accuftomed to do' 
who have not feen each other for fome time. All 
four knew how to keep up a brilliant converliation 
as well, if not better than any lords I ever faw, not 
excepting the duke of Brabant, the count de Foix, 
nor the count de Savoy ; and, in ' particular, the 
lord de Coucy fhone above all others, as^ was ac- 
knowledged by all lords and ladies, in whatever 
country he had vifited,* whether France, England, 
"Germany, Lombardy, *or any other places. ' He 
had feen much of the world, and had traTeiled 
to various parts, to which he was naturally in- 
clined. 

During 
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During the time thefe lords were in converfation, 
fpices were brought in handfome filver comfit 
boxes, and fine wines in gold and filver cans. The 
lords partook of both, and fhortly after took leave 
and returned to their lodgings. Thus pafled the 
firfl day, without one word being faid of the caufe 
of their coming. 



CHAP. XXVL 

WHILE HELION DE LIGNAC, AMBASSADOR FROM THE 
DUKE OF BERRY TO THE DUKE OF LANCASTER, IS 
NEGOTIATING THE MARRIAGE WITH HIS DAUGH- 
TER, THE KING OF CASTILLE SENDS AMBASSADORS 
PRIVATELY TO BREAK IT OFF, AND TO DEMAND 
THE LADY IN MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON. — HELION 
DE LIGNAC IS SENT AWAY, THE DAY OF THEIR 
ARRIVAL, WITH SOME TRUCES RESPECTING THE 
FRONTIERS OF AQUITAINE. 

Tl/'E win now return to fir Helion de Lignac» 
who had been fent by the duke of Berry to 
the duke of Lancafter. The knight arrived fafely 
at Bayonne, and, having difmounted at his inn, 
made himfelf ready to wait on the duke, who had 
;i]ready been informed of his arrival, and, as a 
mark of honour, had fent two of his knights to 
vifit him at his hotels and to condud him to 
iim. 

Sir 
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Sir Hellon^ on being introduced to the duke, fa- 
luted him very profoundly, as was proper, and he 
knew well how to acquit himfelf. The duke re-: 
ceived him mod honotuably, railed him up in his 
arms, and took him by the hand to lead him into 
an apartment, for they had met in the hall. Sir 
Helion then gave him the letters he had been 
charged with from the duke of Berry. The duke» 
having opened and read them, advanced tovirards 
fir Helion, who declared the bufinefs he had been 
fent on. The duke very courteoufly replied, and 
faid to fir Helion, he was welcome ; that the mat* 
ter he was come to treat on was of fuch impor« 
tance, it was neceflary he fhould deliberate widi 
his council thereon, and that l\e could not inftantly 
give him a decided anfwer. 

Sir Helion de Lignac remained at Bayonne with 
the duke of Lancafter and his knights upwards of 
a *month, and was treated mod kindly by words 
and otherwife, and -made to underftand that the 
duke was not imwilling to accept of the duke of * 
Berry's propofals ; but this was not the fa£t, for 
all thefe fine fpeeches and delays were fi&ions, and 
folely ufed to give more publicity to what was go* 
ing forward, more efpecially that it jQiould be known 
in the kingdom of Caftille, for there his afie£tions 
were placed. 

The duke of Lancaller faid to fir Helion, that if 
his coufin of Berry married his daughter, he mull 
tmite all his force with him to wage war on his ad* 
verfary of Gailille, that his daughter's inheritance 
mi^ht be recovered. Sir Helion, in reply, faid,— 

* My 
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* My lord^ I am not charged to fay any thing t^-^ 
i^eding this matter: you will, before fny^fcp^f-t-^ 
uri, write down what you expeft, and I. will w:ry 
it to the duke of Berry, whofis afFe£tion 19$ I kQOW, 
fo ftrong towards you, that he will enter into all 
reafonable alliances you may propofe. ' ^ We wiflb 
for nothing more,* faid the duke. Things remained 
in this ftate during the time of fir Helion's refi- 
dence at Bayonne, where he was gaily entertained 
according to the orders the duke had givcn^ 
. In the mean while, news of this intended mar- 
riage was every where fpread abroad ; and> in jiar- 
ticular, it was carried to the cpurt of king John of 
Caftille by thofe who faid,-r-' Do you know what 
is going forwards ? .There are important treaties 
negotiating with the dukes of Berry and Lancaf- 
tcTj for a match between the duke of Berry and 
the lady Catherine ; and, if this be concluded, as 
there feems every probability, it will not be done 
without ftrong alliances being made between them. 
The duke of Berry has at this moment great power : 
he is the elder uncle of the king of France, and 
takes the lead in the government of that country, 
fie will fucceed in whatever he may propofe, as to 
peace or long truces with England : and, on the 
other handi the duke of Lancafter ftands in the 
fame relation to the king of England, is wife and 
of great power ; and, as it ftiould feem, the Eng- 
lifli are tired of war. If therefore, by means of 
this conneftion with France, a firm peace fhould 
be eftablifhed with England, we (hall have the war 
to fupport alone } for the duke of Lancafter will 

not 



not g!ve up f£ih'ely 1ii« claims on Caftille, * but, oil 
the contrai'y, mfift on eftablifliing them, as his 
daughter's lawful inheritance and dower. We fhall 
thus have war with France and England.' 

Thofe moft in the confidence of the king of Cat 
tille faid to him, — ^ Sire, 'have you heard the ru- 
mours that are abroad ? Tou had never fuch need 
of good advice as at this moment. The dangers 
from the duke of Lancafter are thicker than ever, 
iand thfe blaft comes from France/ • How !* re- 
pKed the king : * what= do you mean f' ^ In the 
name of God, fir, the report is every where cur- 
rent, that the duke of Berry is to marry the duke 
of Lantafter's daughter, and you may fuppofethi* 
will not be done without great alliances being Wade 
between them; and you' may in future faffer as 
much from the French as you have lately gained 
by them.' 

The king, on hearing this, was very penfive; for 
he knew what they had faid was true. He de- 
manded advice from thofe who had ever been at- 
tached to him, how, in fuch a circun) (lance, h^ 
ought to aO:, and they gave him loyal and good 
counfel, as 1 will relate. 

' Yovt have before heard, in this hiftory, how 
king Henry of Caftille had made his peace with 
'the king of Arragon, on condition that his fon • 
John, the prefent king of Caftille, married his 
daughter. This marriage brought peace to the two 
countries. King John had one fon by this lady, 
who fliortly after died ; and then, by the advice of 
•his council, he married again with the lady Bea- 
trice, 



trice, daughter to the king of Port-ugal. The totlf 
by the princefs of Arragon, was a promiiing youth ^ 
though very young. 

The council of CafUUe, in reply to the king's 
demand, faid, — * Sire, we can only fee one re- 
medy to avert the evils that may be confequent to 
this marriage with the duke of Berry/ * What 
is it ?' afked the king. ^ It is the infant don Henry 
your fon, who is alone capable of preventing this 
match ; for we are perfuaded, that if the duke and 
duchefs of Lancafler were informed you were will- 
ing to unite him with the lady Catherine, they 
would prefer him to the duke of Berry/ * In 
Qod's name,* anfwered the king, * you fay well, 
and I will inftantly fet about it ; for our fubje£l:8 
will be quite fatisfied, that by fuch a marriage they 
will have peace with England on fea and land. Now, 
confider of the mod proper perfons to fend to treat 
with the duke of Lancafter.* 

^ Sire, it is neceffary you fhould, in this matter, 
employ thofe of the greateft prudence and fagacityj 
and that it be treated with the utmoft fecrecy, left 
you incur the hatred of the king of France. Great 
jealoufies are now abroad, and perfons are more 
eager to report fcandal than good adions, for evil 
reports are fooner made public than others. When 
it (hall be told to the court of France that you are 
in treaty with the duke of Lancafler, they will wifh 
to know the fubjeO: and the particulars, left it may 
prejudice the ftrong alliance the late king, your fa- 
ther, of worthy memory, entered into with them, 
and on which account the French have afliftcd you 

• in 
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in jrour wars. Tou muflr, therefore^ fend to die 
duke of Lancafter wife and difcreet perfons^ that 
the matter may be fecretly treated, and kept private 
until all things be completely fettled/ 

^ What you have faid is right/ replied the king: 
^ now name thofe whom you think capable of ac^ 
compliihing the matter.' • 

^ Sire/ faid they, ^ we will fend your confeflbr^ 
father Fernando de Torre, and the bifhop of Oeg- 
hene*^ who was confefTor to the late king, and 
Peter Gardelempos, who is a great orator/ ^ Be 
it fo, then,' anfwered the king :^ I confent. Let 
them be fent for, and inftruded what they are to 
fay, and how to aft ; for formerly, when there was 
a treaty of peace in agitation, they were not liftened 
to by the duke of Lancafter, who infifted, as a pre- 
liminary, that I fhould lay down my crown, and 
•this I will never do/ 

The three above-mentioned perfons were fum^ 
moned to Burgos, where the king refided, and told 
from him on what objeft they were to be fent to 
Bayonne, to treat with the duke of I^ancafter. They 
profeifed themfelves willing to undertake it to the 
beft of their abilities, and fet out on their journey 
with few attendants, not like to ambafTadors going 
to form alliances, for they were not certain what 
fuccefs they fhould have'. On entering Navarre, 
they made for Pampeluna, the refidence -of the 
king, who had married the king of Caftille's fitter. 
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iShe entertained them kindly, but they did notdif-p 
xover to her, nor to the king, the caufe of their 
.journey. They paffed over the mountains of Pam- 
peluna and Roncefvalles, through the country qf 
.the Bafques, and arrived at the good town of 
-Bayonne. 

At the time of their arrival, fir Helion de Lig- 
*]iac was flill there, but made no long {lay after- 
awards ; for father Fernando, the king of CaftiUe's 
: confeffor, waited privately on the duke of La^caf- 
.ter, as better acquainted with him than the others, 
:and gave him to underftand the caufe of their com- 
ing, and by whom, they were fent. 

The duke, on hearing this, opened his ears, for 
the intelligence was highly agreeable to him, and 
bade father Fernando a hearty welcome. This fame 
day he gave fir Helion de Lignac leave to depart ; 
and it feems to me that the duke confented to a 
truce for thofe who were carrying on the war un- 
der his name in the fenefchalihips of Aquitaine, 
Bigorre, Touloufe and other places, comprehend- 
ing all within the river Loire, but not beyond it, 
*tolaft until the firft day of May J389. This truce 
had been requefted by the duke of Berry, that his 
people might pafs and repafs from him to the duke 
of Lancafter with greater fecurity; for thofe of 
Mortagne fur mer, Bouteville, and the garrifons 
in Quercy, Perigord, and on the Garonne, were 
very cruel, fparing none, and acknowledging no 
lord. It was to keep thefe people in better order 
that the duke of Berry had folicited a truce, which 
vras well obferved, 

Sir 
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Sir Helion de Lignac left the duke of Lancafter 
on terms of the ftrongefl affedion, and he feemed 
fenfible things wiere in the train he wiihed them^ 
for the' duke feemed very well fatisfied with what 
the duke of Berry had offered. He had indeed 
declared, that he never could marry his daughter 
in France without the confent of his nephew the 
king of England and the englifh council ; but 
matters were now fo hr advanced, he feemed to 
think there would not be any great difficulty to 
obtain them. On thefe aflurances, fir Helion re- 
turned to France, delivered letters from the duke 
of Lancafter to the duke of Berry, and related to 
him all that had paffed } with which he was much 
fatisfied. 

We will now fpeak of the ambaffadors from Caf- 
tille. Thefe were indeed cordially liftened to by 
the duke and duchefs, for their hearts were wrap- 
ped up in their hopes of regaining the crown for 
themfelves or their child. They were very kindly 
received on their introdudion at the caftle by the 
• duke and duchefs, to whom they delivered their 
credential letters, and explained the objed of their 
miiSon. They firft propofed a treaty of peace with 
Caftille, which the father-confeifor difcourfed much 
on, in the apartment of the duke, where only the 
duchefs was prefent, who interpreted to the dukfi 
what he did not underftand, as {he had in her youth 
been educated in Caftille, a^d underf^ood the la9- 
guage perfedly well. 

The duke of Lancafter, at this firft i»terviev, 
(Hd not difcoyer bis real lisniipienfs, although he ^ 

^ 2 enters 
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entertained them welt, but faid it would be diffi- 
cult to exchange fuch hatred for peace, and to efta* 
blifh it with one whom they wanted to difinherit, 
arid that it was not his intention to relinquifh his 
chtim to the crown of Caftille, The friar and bi- 
Ihop teplicd, ^ that there was one means of recon- 
ciling his right and the right of their lord and king ; 
and, niy lord, we have found it.' * What is it ?^ 
faid the duke. * Sir/ you have by your lady a 
beautiful daughter, of an age to marry, and our 
Idrd of Caftille has a handfome and young fon : if 
an union between thofe two could be brought about, 
the kingdom of Caftille would have peace for ever; 
for what you claim will fall where it ought, to your 
own heir, who is the lineal defcendunt from our 
kings of Caftille ; and all the fatigues you -have 
undcrgonb in this war muft have been for the ulti- 
mate fucceflion of this young lady.' 

^ That is true,* replied the duke ; ^ but I muft 
have my expenfes reimburfed, for I would have 
you know that my expedition to Caftille has coft 
England and me upwards of five hundred thoufand 
francs. I lho;ild like, therefore, to hear what you 
fay of repayment/ ♦ My lord,* faid the confeffor, 
^ if what we have propofed fliall be agreeable to 
you, we will manage all other things to ypur 
perfe£t fatisfaftibn.* 

^ Your corning/ hither,* replied the duke, ^ ha^ 
given us pleafure ; and I fhall certainly marry my 
daughter, before I return to England, to Caftille 
or France, as I have had propofals from thence ; 
but ni?ltt?rs like thgfe are of fuch importauce> that 
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an aiifwer cannot be given at the firft overture*--^ 
With regard to my daughter, whom I confider as 
the rightful heirefs of Caftille, I would be well 
acquainted with him who fhould marry her/ 
* That is but realbhable, my lord/ faid the con^^ 
feflbr. 

Thus, as I have related, were the propdfals of 
marriage made from France and Caftille, to the 
duke of Lancafter, for the marriage of his daugh« 
ter. They were both well received, refufals made 
to neither, and the ambaffadors well entertained. 
The marriage, however, with Caftille was more 
igrecMc to the duke and duchefs, becaufe their 
daughter would in due' time become queen of 
Caftille. 

We will now leave the duke of Lancafter^ and 
return to the affairs of Brittany. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

niE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY LEAVE P^ARIS 
POR BLOIS, TO HOLD A CONFERENCE WITH THE 
DUKE OF BRITTANY, WHO MEETS THEM THERE* 
•—THEY PERSUADE HIM, AGAINST HIS INCLINA- 
TION, to COME TO PARIS. 

TTHE duke of Brittany, as I have faid, received 
the french knights with much kindnefs, more 
particularly the lord de Coucy, whom he had been 
defirous to fee. I was informed at the time, the 
lord de Coucy was the mod inflrumental in mak- 
ing the duke change his mind : not but that fir John 
de Vienne and the lord de la Riviere exerted them- 
felves to the fame purpofe, but all princes, when 
they are entreated, will naturally incline to fome. 
perfons more than others. 

The duke of Brittany confented, with great dif- 
ficulty, to meet the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
at Blois : after many fair fpeeches, he faid he would 
go thither, but not one ftep farther. The lord dc 
Coucy replied, that they afked nothing more, un- 
lefs it fhould be perfedly agreeable to him. ITiefc 
three lords ftaid with the duke of Brittany I know 
not how many days, and then returned to the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy to tell them their 
fuccefs. 

Upon 
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Upon this, the two dukes made preparations for 
goin^ to meet the duke of Brittany at Blois^ and 
fent before all purveyances fuitable to their rank. 
The duke of Berry arrived flrft at the caftle, where 
he was kindly received by the countefs of Blois, 
his fon and her daughter, as was becoming him 
and them^ 

Count Guy de Blois was not at this time in the 
country, but at Chatel Regnaud, and^ as die coun* 
tefs and her children were at home, he paid no at- 
tention to the arrival of the duke of Berry. The 
duke of Burgundy came in a grand ftyle, accom- 
panied by his fon-in-law, lord William of Hainault, 
count d'Oftrevaht, and his fon John of Burgundy, 
caHed count de Ncvers. The duke was alfo lodged 
in the caftle, and held there his court. 
• The duke of Brittany came laft, but with no 
great array, attended only by thofe of his houfe* 
hold, in number about three hundred horfe; for 
it was his intention to return to his own country as 
foon as thefe conferences Ihould be over. Such, 
however, were not the intentions of the other 
dukes ; for they faid, whether he would or not 
they would force him to come to Paris. The duke 
of Brittany was lodged at the houfe of a canon of 
St. Sauveur, within the caftle ; but his attendants^ 
with thofe of the other lords, were quartered in the 
town. Thefe princes kept their ftate in the caftle, 
which is large, and one of the handfomeft in the 
kingdom of France. 

Conferences were held between the three dukes ; 
and thofe of France gave handfome entertainments 

t<^ 
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to the duke of Brittany^ (hewing him much aSec« 
tion, and repeatedly thanking hitn for coming to 
lUois* The duke diiTembled as well as he could, 
and faidi that indeed it was from his love to them 
be had undertaken fuch a journey^ for that he was 
very unwell. In the courfe of their converfations, 
they told the duke of Brittany, that fmce he had 
come fo far, he would have done nothing if he did 
not continue his journey to Paris, for the king was 
very anxious to fee him. The duke made every 
excufe for not complying with this propofal, fay- 
ing, his health was too bad to go fo far ; that he 
had not brought any attendants with him, but Am- 
ply thofe of his houfehold, meaning to return home 
direftly. 

They kiildly anfwered, that, begging his pardon, 
it would not be decorous for him to vifit his lord 
paramount with too large a company ; that if he 
were too ill to ride, they were provided with litters 
and cars that fhould be at his fervice ; an9 that he 
was bound to pay his homage to the king, which 
he had never yet done. 

The duke of Brittany, in excufe, faid, that 
when the king fliould be of age, and take the reins 
of government, he would come to Paris, or to any 
Other place whither he might order him, to per- 
form his homage, for he was bounden fo to do. 
The dukes of Berry and Burgundy replied, that he 
was of fufficient age and underftanding to receive 
homage; and that every lord. of France, and all 
who held fiefs under the crown, excepting himfelf, 
had don^e their homage, for the king was now in 

his, 
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his twcnty^firft yean The duke of Brittany, find- 
ing his excufes of no avail, faid, — * Should I go to 
Paris^ it \rill be much againft my inclination, and 
very prejudicial to my inter efts ; for, when there^ 
I fhali meet iir Oliver de Cliflbn, whom I hate, and 
we can never cordially love .each other after what 
has paiTed : he will make me bitter and injurious 
reproaches, and confider what may be the confe- 
quences"/ * Oh no,' anfwered the two dukes, but 
in particular the duke of Burgundy, ' fair coufiri, 
have no fear from that quarter ; for we folemnly 
fwear to you, that neither the conftable nor John 
of Brittany, unlefs you wifti it, fhall fee or fpeak 
with you : of this be affured : but you (hall fee the 
king, who is anxious for it, and the barons and 
knights of France, who will make you good cheer; 
and when you have completed the objefb of your 
journey, you Ihall return home without hindrance 
or hurt.' 

Why fliould I make a long ftory ? The duke of 
Brittany was fo fweetly entreated, that he confented 
to go to Paris ; but he infifted that he (hould never 
fee the conftable of France nor John of Brittany, 
and th^it they fliould never be in the fame company 
with him. The two dukes folemnly pledged then^« 
felves to all his requefts ; and on their faith he en- 
gaged to fet out for Paris. They remained five or 
fix days in the caftle of Blois, and alternately gave 
grand entertainments to each other, the countefs 
and her children. 

Every thing having been fo fettled, the two 
duK^s took leave of the duke of Brittany and re« 
; turned 
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tutned to PSaris ; but the lord William of Hainauk 
did not accompany his father-in-law, the duke of 
Burgundy* He attended the countefs of Blois and 
her family to chatel Regnaud, to vifit count Guy 
de Blois, where he was kindly received and enter^ 
tained for three days, when he took leaVe Y)f them 
and went to Paris, by Way of Chateau-dun * and 
Bonnevalf* 



CHAP, xxvm. 

LEWIS OF ANJOU, SON TO THE LATE DUKE OF ANJOtT, 
UNCLE TO KING CHARLES VI. MAKES HIS PUBLIC 

ENTRY INTO PARIS AS KING OF SICILY. THE 

I)UK£ OF BRITTANY COMES THERE SHORTLY AF- 
TER. — THOMAS HAPURGAN, AN ENGLISHMAN, 
AND JOHN DESBARRES, A FRENCHMAN, PERFORM 
A DEED OF ARMS BEFORE THE KING OF FRANC EAT 
MONTEREAU SUR Y0NNE|. 

HTHE duke of Brittany went to Beaugency, on 

the Loire, where he made his preparations for 

going to Paris. But before he came thither, there 



* Chateau-dun> an ancient town in Beauce^ diocefe of Bioisj 
twelve leagues from Chartres, tbirty«four from Paris. 

f Bonneval^ a town in Beauce, four leagues from Chateau* 
dun. 

X Montereau fur Yonne, a town in Brie, feven leagues from 
Melun, twenty and a half from Farid. 

arrived 



Arrived the queeii of Sicily and Jerufalem, tridov 
6f the liate duke of Anjou, who had bbrae the^title 
of king of thofe countries, as well as of Naples* 
She had brought with her her young fon Lewis, 
who throughout France was acknowledged as king 
of Naples, and was llkewife accompanied by her 
brother, John of Brittany. 

Before flie entered Paris, (he fignified to her bro- 
thers, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, her ar- 
rival, with her fon Lewis, their nephew, and de- 
lired to know whether he fhould make his entry as 
king, or (imply as duke of Anjou. The two dukes, 
having confidered the matter, fent for anfwer, that 
they defired he would make his entry as king of 
Naples, Sicily and Jcrufalem, although he was not 
as yet in the poffeffion of thefe kingdoms ; for they 
would adift him, and prevail on the king of Francis 
to do the fame, fo effectually, that he (hould reco^ 
ver thofe territories, and peaceably pofTefs them as 
his right, and what they had moft facredly pro« 
mifed to perform to iheir late brother the king of 
Naples. 

The lady, upon this, made preparations accord- 
ingly; and, having entered Paris, her fon paflTed 
in grand cavalcade, through the ftreet of St. James, 
to his hotel in the Greve, with kingly ftate, accom- 
panied by numbers of dukes, counts and prelates. 
The queen and her fon, having eftabliftied them- 
felves there, waited on the king, who refided at 
4he caftle of the Louvre, expeding the duke of 
Brittany. 

The duke of Brittany, on his approach to Parisi, 
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ftoppod pne night at Bourg fa Reine, pra^our to 
his emty which he made on the morrow. This was 
great news for the Parifians, on account of the 
late ^Yients of the arreft ^d imprifonment .of the 
coiiftable> smd the fruitlefs embaflies that had been 
fent to fuinmon him : his late condufk and his coin- 
ing now as it were, of his own free will, were va- 
rioufly fpoken of. It was on a Sunday, the vigil 
6f St. John Baptift's feaft, in the year 1388, at 
ten o'clock in the morning. The duke of Brittany 
entered Paris by the gate de TEnfer *, and, pafling 
the whole length of the rue de la Harpe, croiTed 
the pont de Saint Michel, and came in front of the 
palace. He was handfomely accompanied by num- 
bers of barons and knights ; among whom was the 
lord William of Hainault, count d'Oftrevant : his 
brother-in-law John of Burgundy, and the lord 
William de Namur rode before him. 

When he arrived at the caftle of the Louvre, he 
difmounted, and, .as he paffed through Paris, was 
much flared at by the common people. 

The duke entered the gate of the Louvre welj 
prepared what to fay, and how to ad. He was 
preceded by the lord de Coucy, the count de Sa- 
voye, fir John de Vienne, fir Guy de la Trimouf 
ille, fir John de Beuil, the count de Meaux;, fir 
Reginald* de Roye and fir John des Barres : nearer 



* De TEnfer. It is now the gate of Saint Michel. Fdt 
more particulars, fee Saaval, Antiquitc's 4e Paris, torn. i. 

p. 36. . 
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to him, on each lide, were the lord William dc 
Namur, John of Burgundy and the count d'Oftre- 
vant : behind him were, the lord de Montfort in 
Brittany, and the lord de Maleftroit, his relation 
and minifter. 

There was a great crowd in the apartment, which 
was not only fmall, but the table was fpread in it 
for the king's dinner, who was (landing before it 
with his three uncles of Berry, Burgundy and 
Bourbon. The moment the duke of Brittany ca- 
tered the room, way was made for him, and aa 
opening formed to the king, by the lords fallifeg on 
each fide. When in the prefence, he dropped on 
one knee, but fpeedily arofe, and advanced about 
ten or twelve paces, when he again kneeled : on 
rifing, he came clofe to the king, kneeled the third 
time, and faluted him bare-headed, faying, * My 
lord, I am come to fee you : may God preferve 
you !' * Many thanks,' replied the king. * I was 
anxious for your coming : we will fee and con- 
verfe with you at our leifure.' On which he took 
him by the hand, and raifed him up. When the 
duke had rifen, he bowed to all the princes pre- 
fent, one after the other, and tl.en ftood oppofite 
to the king without faying a word ; but the king 
never took his ey^ off him. 

A fignal was made to the mafters of the houfc!- 
hold to bring water, when the king wafhed, and 
the duke of Brittany held the bafon and towel. 

When the king was feated, the duke took leave 
of him and of his uncles. The lord de Coucy, the 
Jord de Saint Pol, and other great barons con- 
duced 
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duSed him to the court where his horfes waited, 
and, having mounted, he returned with his at*- 
tendants the way they had come, through the 
ftreet de la Harpe, and difmounted at his h6* 
tel. None of thofe who had attended him remain- 
edy excepting fuch as had accompanied him from 
Brittany to Paris. 

The duke of Brittany had frequent conferences 
with the king of France and his uncles to their miu 
tual fatisfa£tion ; and they religiouily kept the pro- 
niife they had made him, for he never faw, during 
his (lay at Paris, John of Brittany nor the conflar 
ble of France. When affairs were in fo good a 
train that they had not reafon to be fufpicious of 
the duke of Brittany, (for, if he had not con- 
fented to every thing the king and his coundl 
wifhed, they would never have fuffered him to ef- 
cape from their hands, as they now had him in 
Paris,) they thought it time to prepare for the ex- 
pedition to Gueldres, for which the king was im- 
patient, to punifh the duke of Gueldres for the 
infolent and rude challenge he had fent him ; 
which, the more it was confidered, was the lefs to 
be borne. 

, The lord de Coucy was therefore ordered into 
the country, near Rhcims and Chalons in Cham- . 
pagnc, to mark out the line of march for the king 
and his army, and to excite the knights and fquires 
ofBar*and Lorraine to join him. He was in no 
way to introduce the king's name, but to engage 
them for hiinfclf, as if preparing for an expedition 
into Audria. Upon this, the lord de Coucy left 

Faris^ 
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the coafts of Brittany and Noraiancty, except whefl 
driven off by ftorms^ but it always returni^ to its 
ftation. There were in this fleet fome Ught veflels 
called Balleniers, which are much ufed by corfairs ; 
for J as they draw little water, they can the eafief 
approach the fliores. This fleet had lain at anchor 
upwards of a month off the ifland of Brehat, whence 
It had got provifion. As it was not £ar from la 
Roche-derrien, tjliey heard that the duke of Brit^ 
tany was gone to Blois, to meet the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy, who had held fuch fair language 
as perfuaded him to go to Paris, where he had been 
fo well received by the king, as to prevent him from 
leaving that place undl every thing had been fatis- 
fa&orily fettled. 

The earl of Arundel was much caft down wheif 
he heard the above, and called a council of hit 
principal officers, to confider how they were to 
employ their force during the remainder of the fea*^ 
ion. In this council they refolved to fail for la Ro- 
chelle and make war on that country.; for, though 
they had not any caftles in thofe parts, yet Aey 
were in fufficient numbers to withftaiid the force 
Saintonge or Poitou could fend agiunft them. They - 
kitended likewife to make their fituatibn known to 
their friends in limoufin suid Auvergne, by fome 
perfon in their fleet that was acquainted with the^ 
country, whom they would land on the coaft of 
Brittany. 

The truces which fir Helion de Lignac had ob- 
tained from the duke of Lancafl:er had not yet 
taken effed. They were to commence on the ^rft 

Vot,a. O pf 



192 

was then the cuftom, I believe, to lace on the hel. 
mets with a flight thong, that they might not make 
too great refiftance to the blow of the lance. At 
the fifth courfe, John des Barres (truck his oppo- 
nent fo violent a blow on the fliield, that he knock- 
ed him over the crupper of his horfe to the ground. 
Sir Thomas was ftupified by the fall, and it was 
with much difficulty he could be raifed : however, 
he recovered well enough to perform his other 
courfes with the different arms, to the fatisfadion 
of the king and his lords. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

PERROT LE BEARNOIS TAKES THE FIELD BY COM- 
MAND OF THE EARL OF ARUNDEL, WHO L'ANJtfS 
HIS FORCES AT MARANS*, NDAR LA ROCKELLE, •: 

T HAVE been fome time filent refpefting the ex-« 
pedition that was at fea under the command of 
the earl of Arundel : it is now neceffary I fhould 
fpeak of it. You have before heard the caufe of 
Its being font from England, and the -treaties that 
were made between the king and the dukeof Bric^ 
tany. This fleet had remained fhe whole feafon on 



* Marans, a town in A^^hIs^ four leagues frojii la Rochelle. 

the 



194 

, e( Auguft, and the knight was at this time goirtg 
or returning, I know not which, to or from tlie 
duke of Lancafter at Bayonne. •■< 

It fell out juil as the earl of Arundel and the 
englifh barons wiihed ; for they foimd out a man 
from lower Brittany, who ferved under fir William 
Helimon, then on board, who came from near 
Vannes, and underftood four languages perfe&ly 
well,, that of lower Brittany, Englifh, Spaniih and 
French. Before they landed him on the fand, they 
gave him the following orders : ' Thou wilt go by 
all the bye-roads in this country, which thou fayeft 
thou art acquainted with, until thou fiialt come to 
Chainlet*. Thou wilt falute Perrot le Beamois 
from us, and tell him, that we defire he will take 
^he field, with as many other garrifons of our patty 
as he can, and make war on France under our com* 
miflion. Thou fhalt not carry any letters for fear 
thou mightef( be flopped and fearched* Say^ if 
thou findefl thyfelf in danger, that thou belongeft 
to a wine-merchant of la Rochelle, who had fent 
thee with fome commiflions, and thou wilt pafs 
every where. Tell Perrot to give inflant alarm to 

. Berry, Auvergne and limoufin, by taking . the 
field ; for we will difembark near la Rochelle, and 
make fuch a war that he fhall foon hear of us/ 

The Breton faid, he would faithfully deliver the 
meffage, unlefs he were flopped on the road. On 
bdng landed, as he knew well the country of Britf 
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* Chalu9et^ a town in Limoufin | near Pierre-bn&ere. 
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t4hy; he avoided all grekt towns, and, paffing fafely 
through Poitou and Linioufin, arrived at Chalu9et,' 
of which Perrot le Beambis was governor. On 
coihing to the barriers, having made acquaintance 
with the garrifon, they allowed him to enter, after 
examining him at the gates, and led him to Perrot, 
to whom he pUnftually delivered the meflage, to 
the great joy of the governor, who had been long' 
impatient to hear fome news of the fleet, and now 
he had it quite frefh. He fidd to the Breton,— 
• Thou art welcome : my companions and myfelf 
are very eager to take the field, which we will 
how fpeedily do, and then zQt as we are or- 
dered/ 

Perrot le Bearnoiis inftantly fent to the governors^ 
6f Carlat, the bourg de Compane, to Olim Barbe, 
tapcain of Ouzach, to Amerigot Marcel, captain 
of Aloife, near Saint FloUr, atid to the captains of 
the other forts in Auvei'gne and Limoufin, to fay 
he* was about to take the field, as the feafon was 
now favourable, and defiring they wCuld joinliim, 
after having left garrifons in their forts ftrong 
enough to prevent any accident during their ab- 
fence. Thefe companions had as great a defire to 
take the field as Perrot le Bearnois ; for they could 
only enrich themfelves by the loffes of others, anc^ 
making their preparations in hafte, came to Cha- 
lu9et, where the general afTembly had been fixed. 
ITiey amounted to full four hundred lances, and 
thought themfelves in fufficient ftrength for any 
gallant enterprife, and that there was not a lord in 
the country able to withftaad them ; for fir Wil- 
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Uain de lignac and Bonne-lance would not; on 
their account, break up the fiege of Yentadour. 

Being mafters of the country, they began their 
march through Auvergne, towards Berry, becaufe 
they knew the duke was with the king at Monte- 
reau fur Yonne. We will, for a while, leave Per- 
rot le Beamoisv and fpeak of the earl of Arundel 
and his fleet^ and what they did on quitting the coaft 
pf Brittany. 

When they weighed anchor, the weather was fo 
fine and beautiful, they hoifled every fail, and ad-* 
vanced as it pleafed God. It was a magnificent 
light to, view this fleet of fix fcore veflcls, whofe 
flreamers, emblazoned with the arms of the dif- 
ierent lords, were glittering in the fun, and fLvLU 
, tering with the wind* They floated as it were on 
a fea that feemed proud to bear them, and which 
might be compared to a vigorous courfer, who, af- 
ter being long confined in the fltable, gains its li- 
berty to bound over the plains ; for thus did tfad 
fea, gently ruflied by the wind, fwell on with a 
burden it was luftily bearing, and, figuratively 
fpeaking, it may be fuppofed to fay, — * I delight 
in carrying you, and will do fo without danger, 
Ujntil you be arrived in a fafe harbour/ 

The fleet coafl;ed Saintonge and Poitou, and caft 
anchor oflF Marans, near la Rochelle. Some of 
the moft adventurous, to the amount pf two hun- 
dred, obferving the tide was Sowings entered their 
barges, and'failed up the river to the town of Ma- 
rans. The watch on the caflle had noticed the 
engliih fie^ anchoring, and the barges afcending 

the 
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the river vndi the tide, and had founded his horn 
frequently, to alarm the townfmen^ that they might 
fave all they could of their property. The inha* 
bitants, of both fexes, carried their mod valuable 
things to the caftle for fafety ; and it was well they 
did foy or they would have been loft. While the 
Engliih were landing, they difcontinued faving their 
property, to take care of their lives. 

The Englifh, on entering the town, began to 
|»llage it^ for this had been the objed of their earn- 
ing, but they only found empty coffers i their con- 
tents had been carried to the caftle. They difco«> 
vered, however, plenty of com, wine and faked 
provifions: for there were upwards of four hun- 
dred tons of wine in the town. They refolved to 
remain to guard this provifion, which came very 
opportunely to them ; for, ftiould they depart, they 
imagined the greater part would be carried away 
by the French, up the river, to Fontenay le Comte* 
They remained this night in the place, having ar* 
rived there only about vefpers, and gave themfelves 
lull liberty, fending, however, to inform their com- 
panions of their fituation, -and the reafon why they 
did not return. 

Hie earl of Arundel and the other lords were fa- 
tisfied, and faid they had aded right. On the mor- 
row, when the tide began to flow, the fmaller vef- 
fels weighed anchor, and in them were embarked 
the armour and other necefl&ries from the large 
flups that, from their fize, could not enter the 
river. There were left in them one hundred men at 
arms and two hundred archers to guard them, as 

they 



198 

they lay at aikhor off the mouth ef the river. 
When this had been ^one, they l&iled for Marans^ 
and landed at their leifiire, for none came to op? 
pofe them^ and fixed their quarters between Ma- 
rans and la Rochelle, which is but four fhort leagues 
diftant. The alarni was fbon fpread over the 
country that the Englilh had landed at Marans, to 
the amount of four hundred combatants, ii^cluding 
archers. The towns and caftles in the low country 
were much frightened, and the villagers inftantly 
fled to the neighbouring forefts for protection. 
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GHAP. XXX. 

THE B.OCHEIXERS SKIRMISH WITH THE ENGLISH 

I I 

NEAR MARANS. THE ENGLISH, AFTER PILLAQ^ 

ING THE COUNTRY ROUND, RETIRE WITH THEIR 
BOOTY TO THEIR FLEET, — PER^IOT LE BEAR* 
NOIS DOES THE SAME TO ^lS FORT, WITH A 

qRBAT DEAL QF PLUNDER. 

• ■ 

TF the Englifli had had horfes, they would have 

much harafled the country round la Rochelle ; 

for it was void of men at >arms, at lead fuch as 

4 ... ' 

could have oppofed them fuccefsfully. True it is, 
that the lords de Partenay, de Pons, de Linieres, 
de Tannaybouton, fir GeofFry d'Argenton, the 
lord de Montendre, fir Aimfery de Rochechouart, 
the vifcount de Thouars, and many other knight^ 

and 
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and fquires of Poitou and Saintonge, were in the 
county, but each was in his own caflle ; for they 
had not any fufpicions of the Engliih coming to 
invade them. 

• Had they been fo fortunate as to obtain notice 
of their intentions, they would have been prepared 
to receive them, but it was not fo ; and the fur- 
prife was fo great, that all were frightened, and 
impatient to fave what they could. The farmers 
began to haften their harveft of com, for it wa« 
the beginning of Auguft. Add to this, there was 
not then in the country any perfon to take the 
lead. The lieutenant of Poitou, the duke of Berry, 
was at Montereau : the fen6fchal of Poitou was 
juft gone to Paris : the fen^fchal of Saintonge was 
from home: the f(6nefchal of la Rocheile, fir He- 
lion de Lignac, was at Bayonne, on thebufinefs of 
the duke of Berry, by which the country was left 
defencelefs 5 for, from want of heads, their cou- 
rage £uled, and without that nothing effedual can 
be done. 

The country was much alarmed for two caufes : 
they had the englifli army and fleet on one fide, 
and rumour had already informed them that Perrot 
ie Bearnois was on his march, with more than fif- 
teen hundred combatants, and had already entered 
Berry. They knew not what meafures to adopt, 
except that of placing their wealth in fafety ; for it 
was faid thefe two armies were to form a junction 
in Saintonge or Poitou, as was the intention of 
inany. 

. There were indeed, at the time the Engliih 

landed 
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landed at Marans, two gallant knights from Beauce 
in the town of la Rochelle, fir Peter de Jouy and 
the lord Taillepi6, whom fir Helion de Xignac 
had placed there for its defence, when he fet out 
to meet the duke of Berry at Parisr They had ac- 
quitted themfelves ably ; and on hearing that the 
armament under the earl of Arundel, which had 
been much talked of all the fummer, had difem- 
barked at Marans, they told the mayor and the 
principal citizens, for it is a populous place, that 
it would be right to beat up the englifh quarters, 
' and added,*— ^ We hear they hav^ eftablifhed them- 
felves at Marans, and lay the furrounding country 
under contribution : we two are determined to bid 
them welcome, and they fhall pay us, or we will re- 
pay them for what they have done. Creat blame 
and reproaches will fall on us, to whom has been 
committed the government of this town and coun- 
try, if we fufFer them quietly to fix their quarters 
there. There is one thing much in our favour : 
they have not any horfes, and are for the moft part 
failors, whilft we are all well mounted. We will fend 
our crofs-bows before us, to awaken them with a 
Ihower of arrows ; and, when they have made their 
attack, they will return homeward: the £nglifh 
will foon be on foot, and we will then charge them, 
and, by being on horfeback, may do them great. 
mifchief.^ 

Thofe who heard this fpeech approved of it, 

and inftantly aflembled a body of twelve hundred 

crofs bows and varlets, including all forts* At 

, the firft dawn of day, they were all preparefi, and. 

fet 
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iet out firom la Rochelle at a good pace, to beat tt|i 
Xht quarters of the Engliih. During this, the 
horfe got ready, and they were about three hun-- 
lilted, for many knights and fquires had haftened 
Co la Rochelle on the firfl; intelligence of the £ng- 
liih having landed at Marans. They left the town 
under the command of the two knights before 
named. 

Had the Englifh fortunately had any fufpidon of 
this attack from the Rochellers'^and had formed aoi* 
ambufcade of two hundred archers and one hun- 
dred men at arms, not one would ever have re* 
turned to la Rochelle. 

When the crofs-bowmen arrived at the englilh 
quarters, it was very early, morn ; and lucky it was 
for them that the guard, who had watched all 
^ghty was retired at fun*rife. The crofs-bowmen 
began to fhoot their bolts and arrows, which paiTed 
through the huts made of boughs and kaves, to 
the great furprife of the Englifh who were a^eep 
'within fide on flraw. Many were wounded be- 
fore they difcoverdd they were attacked by the 
French. When they had made each about fix 
ihots, they retreated, according to their orders, 
and the men at arms advanced on horfeback 
amidft the englifh huts. 

Knights and fquires fpeedily left their lodgings; 
and drew up together; and the french captains^ 
feeing they M^ere preparing themfelves in earneft to 
take the field, made after their crofs-bows and in- 
fantry, who were haflening homeward, for they 

were much afraid of the englifh arrows. Thus 

hurrying, 
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iMinryihg, and in difmay, were the Rochfellert pur^ 
fued, though the horfe guarded the rear,' to the 
town of la Rochelle. The earl of Arundel with 
upwards of four hundred men at arms was clofoigr 
following, each man with his lance in jiis hand 
or on his fhoulder. There was much crowdmg 
and difficulty to pafs the gates ; and fir Peter dc 
Jouy and the lord Taillepie fought like valiant 
heroes in defending their men, keeping ftill on 
their rear, until they were come to the barriers; 
They were fo hard prefled by the Englifli, who 
were at their heels,, they ran a great hazard of 
being flain or made prifoners ; for the attack was 
the more vigorous againft them as it was vifible 
they were the commanders. Sir Peter de Jouy 
had his courfer killed under him, and was with 
great difficulty dragged within the barriers. Sir 
Peter Taillepie was pierced through the thigh with 
a lance, and hit by an arrow on the helmet which 
entered his head, and his good horfe fell dead 
/under him at the gate. 

There was much flaughter made on the Ro- 
chellers re-entering the town : upwards of forty 
dead and wounded lay at the gates. The inha- 
bitants had mounted the battlements, and fired fo 
many cannons and bombards that the Englilh dared 
not approach nearer. 

Thus ended this Ikirmiffi between the Englifh 
and Rochellers. As it was near noon, the earl of 
Arundel had founded the retreat, when the men 
at arms and archers retired in handfome array to 
their quarters, where they difarmed and refrelhed 

tjiemfelvesi 
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thcftofelves. They had wherewithal, having beeqi 
amply provided with wiaes and meat froip the fur* 
rounding counti'y. 

The englifh lords remained at Marans for filteea 
days, waiting for deeds of arms and adventures ; 
i)ut the Rochellers never ventured again to come 
near them, for they bad found to their coft how 
valiantly they had defended themfelves. Their 
two commanders were alfo wounded, which in- 
duced the others to wifli for peace. The carl of 
Arundel, indeed, had fent four times parties to 
overrun the country round U Rochelle, and as far 
as Thouars, who did much mifchief and terrified 
the inhabitants. They would have done more had 
they had horfes ; but only a few were mounted oa 
what they could find in the country, and thefc 
were fcarce, for no foonerwas the invafion known 
than all the inhabitants of the flat country fled with 
their flock and wealth to the great towns, and 
there fliut themfelves pp. 

When the Englifli had remained near la Ro- 
chelle for fifteen days, without feeing any attempt 
made to oppofc them, and the wind became fair, 
they embarked a great quantity of win^ and frelh 
meat they had taken, and, having weighed ancnor, 
put to fea. This fame day, they met twelve fliips 
from Bayonne, on their voyage to England with 
gafcony wines and other merchandife. They failed 
together for fome time, being much rejoiced at this 
meeting, for they were well acquainted,- and the 
Bayonnois gave the earl of Arundel two pipes of 
wine for the loye they bore him* The Bayonnois 

then 
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then feparated to continue their voyage^ and the 
fleet kept cruifing about in fearch of adventures. 

While this armament was lying before Marans^ 
Perrot le Bearnpis and his companions had taken 
the field, and, having pafled LimouHn, had entered 
Berry. He had with him four hundred fpears and 
as : many pillagers, and carried off in one day all 
the merchandife that was in the town of le Blanc* 
in Berfy, and gained great wealth and many»pri* 
foners, for it \vas fair-day. He then marched to 
Sellcst, which he plundered. Thus did Perrot le 
Beamois maintain himfelf. He advanced far into 
the interior of the country, doing great mifchief 
•wherever he went, for none ventured to oppofc 
him ; and all parts were alarmed, even as far as 
the county of Blois and the Touraine, for they were 
imcertain whither thefe two armies would march 
next. Some imagined they would unite ; but it 
was not fo, for the earl of Arundel had embarked 
Bgain^ as I have mentioned* and Perrot with his 
companions returned to their ftrong holds. 

When they had completely plundered the coun* 
try> they thought it would be more fafe for them 
to retire to their caflles and fecure their gains^ 
They took, in confequence, the roads through Lt* 
moufin ai^d Auvergne to their forts ; and nothing 
more was done, as to deeds of arms> in thefe two 



* Le Blanc,— in the generality of Bourges^ 17 leagues from 
Poitiers, nine from Argentbn. 

t SelleSj.or Celles^ thrlee leagues kom St. Aignsn> ten from 

Blois. 
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pr6vince$ the remainder of the feafon, for the truc^e 
that had been agreed to laft; until the enfiiia|^ 
month of May now took place. 

The fiege of Ventadour by fir William de Lig- 
nac, fir John Bonne-lance, and fir John le Bou« 
teiller ftill continued ; for Geoffry Tete-noir was 
fo prefumptuous as to pay not the leaft attention to 
the truce, nor to the befiegers, depending on the. 
(trength of his caftle. 

We will now, for variety, return to the affairs of 
Brabant and Gueldres. 



CHAP- XXXI. 

TH2 BRABANTERS PRESS GRAVE HARD BY THEIR 

SIEGE. THE QUELDRIANS BURN A BRIDGE THfi 

BRABANTERS HAD THROWN OVER THE M£US£^ 

I 

TO ENTER GUELDRES. 

* Y ^U ^^^^ before read how anxious the ducheft. 
of Brabant was to make war on the duke of 
Gueldres, and to befiege Grave. There was a 
great force of knights and fquires from the princi- 
pal towns before it, who declared their intendons 
were not to depart until they had gained poifelfion 
of it ; and the duchefs, to fhow how interefted (he 
was in the matt^r^ had come to refide at Bois le 
JDuc, four leagues diiiant from it. 

The befieging army was plentifully fupplied with 

all 
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dl things that ciitie thither by fed, eft ddwn tkti 
Meufe, from the rich country of Brabant, fo that 
the fiege was long continued ; and the Brabanters 
had many large machines which threw into the 
town flones of fuch weight as to do much damage 
wherever they fell. In addition, they flung into 
the town all the dead carrion of the army to em* 
poifon the inhabitants by the (link. This was forely 
felt by them, for the weather was hot, and the air 
too calm to carry off thefe villanous Tmells. 

At times, many of the knights and fquires of 
Brabant came to Ikirmifh with the garrifon at the 
barriers; for the duke of Gueldres had placed 
within the town feme gallant companions, who 
were not fhy of fhewing their courage, when oc- 
cafions called for it, and the enemy advanced fo 
near as the barriers. The fiege lafted a long time ; 
and the duke of Gueldres had fixed his quarters at 
Nimeguen ; but he could neither raife the fiege, 
nor offer combat to the Brabanters, for want 'of 
fufficient force. -He had fent to England/ an ac- 
count of his fituation, and expefled for certain he 

I 

Ihbuld have a reinforcement from thence, but be 
was difappointed ; for England at the time was in 
a very unfettled ftate, and new minifters had been 
forced on the king by his uncles and the archbifhop 
of Canterbury. A parliament was indeed holden^ 
about St. John Baptift's day, at the duke*s re- 
queft, to confider whether a body of men at arms 
and archers fhould be fent to afiifl: the duke of 
Gueldftes, according to treaty. Having confidered 
the matter fully, they yirould pot agree to it f for.it 



vm ftrohgly rtmiioured; that the king of Prance 
was aflembling a large army, and it wasdoabtful 
whither he would march it, and the Englifli 
imagined it was intended to attack Calais. They 
were alfo "uneafy refpefting the Scots on the* bor- 
ders, and were fearful of fending more forces out 
of the kingdom, as a large body of men at armt 
and archers were at fea, under the earl of Arundel, 
left the country might be defencelefs. When the 
council was confidering the affairs of Gueldres, 
fome of the lords faid, — ^ Let the duke of Guel- 
dres take care of himfelf : he is valorous enough, 
and in his own country, and will withftand all the 
Brabanters can do againft him : if any thing worfe 
befal him, he fhall have afliftance. He has again 
the Germans, his neighbours, on his fide, who for- 
merly joined him againft France.' 

Such was the ftate of affairs in England ; but 
thofe in Grave fuffered much from the fiege. Dur- 
ing the time it lafted, the Brabanters refolved to 
throw a wooden bridge over the Meufe, that they 
might have an entrance into Gueldrelan^^ overrun 
that country, and, by invefting the town of Grave 
en all fidqs, prevent any provifion from entering 
it; for they were numerous enough to furroundit, 
could they gain a paflage over the river. As they 
finiffied the different parts of this bridge, they 
joined and placed them in their proper fituations, 
and had made fuch advances, that it was within iht 
length of a lance of the oppofite fhore. 

iTou may fuppofe that the duke was no way ig- 
norant of what they .were about, but he gave not 

any 
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any ifitemsptioA to thdr build^g the bridge, until 
it vras nearly completed. He then adraneed vnth 
cannons and other artillery, and attacked it fo 
toughly, that it was fet on fire and deftroyed* Thns 
did the Brabanters, to their great vexation, lofe all 
the tSi& of their labotir. They, upon this, called 
• council to determine how to a£t. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

tHE BRABANTERS, HAVING PASSED THROUOHt 
JtAVESTEIN^, ENTER OUELDRELAND, AND ARE 
DEFEATED BY THE DUKEj OF 0UELDRES.-7-THE 
8IE0E OF GRAVE IS RAISED IN CONSEQUENCE. 

TPHREE fliort leagues from Grave lies the town 
of Raveftein, belonging to the lord de Bourne^ 
who is a vaffal to Brabant. At the council I men- 
tioned, the lord de Bourne was folicited by the mi« 
nifters of the duchefs of Brabant, and by the 
knights and fquires, to open his town of Raveftein 
for them to gain an entrance into pueldr^land, 
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, * RaveAeifi,— « town of the Netherlands in dutch Bfibtnt, 
anil capital of a comity of the fame iiaiiie^ with an ancieit and 
ibrong caille* It belongs to the elector Palatine ; but tha 
Dutch have a right to put a garrifon there. It ig fituated on 
^t Mevrfe, on the confines of GueUlreland,ten miles iooth-weft 
«f Kistfgnen.^BROOKEs' GiUSTT«iB« 
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ftndy with part of thar arxnyi overnm It : he com- 
plied with their xequeft. 

The duke of Gueldres, I know not whether by 
fpies or otherwife, gained information that the Bra- 
banters intended entering his territories by the 
bridge of Raveftein, through the compliance of 
the lord de Bourne. He was much caft down 
when he firft learnt this, as his force was not near 
fufficient to meet that of Brabant, which confided of 
more than forty thoufand men. He formed various 
plans how to a£t, and at laft determined that, if the 
Brabanters entered his covmtry, he would retaliate 
by the bridge of Grave, for he was refolved not to 
be fhut up in any town. He confulted the lord de 
Ghefmie, a great baron in Gueldreland, and his 
principal advifer, who would not ^t firft agree to his 
taking the field, on accoimt of the fmallnefs of his 
numbers. • And what muft I do then ?* faid the 
duke. * Would you have me fhut myfelf up in 
one of my towns, while they are plundering and 
burning my country ? This would be too great a 
lofs. I vow to God and our Lady,' added the 
duke, ^ that I will take the field to meet my ene- 
mies, and follow the beft meafures I can devife that 
the event may be favourable.' 

This plan he executed ; and, on the morrow, 
after he had paid his devotions in the church, and 
made his offering at the altar of the virgin, he drank 
fome wine, and, mounting his horfe, fet out from 
Nimeguen. He was accompanied by only three 
hundred fpears, or indeed lefs, and they made 
flraight for the place where they fuppofed they 

Vol. IX. P fhould 
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flioiild find tfadr enemies. Tou may from thi^ 
judge of the duke's courage, although fome blamed 
him* 

When they were without the town of Nime- 
guen, like a valiant knight, he fhouted out, — 
* Forward, forward ! let us, in the name of God 
and St. George, haften to meet our enemy ; for I 
had rather perifh with honour in the^field than die 
difhonourably fliut up in a town.* With him were 
the lord de Ghefme, who commanded the expedi- 
tion, and a valiant and prudent knight, called the 
heir of Hanfeberth, the lord de Huckelem, fir 
Oflez, lord of Nafpre, and feveral other knights 
and fquires of good courage. 

The fame day on which the duke of Gueldres 
had taken the field, the fenefchal of Brabant had 
done the fame at a very early hour of the morning, 
with a large body of knights and fquires from Bra- 
bant, who were eager to enter Gueidreland, and 
gain there both honour and profit. Upwards of 
ten thoufand men croffed the bridge of Raveftein ; 
and the fenefchal, the lord de LJgniere, the lord de 
Bourgueval, the lord de Gence and the reft, were 
much pleafed at having croiTed the Meufe, and 
faid among themfelves, they would that day ride as 
far as Nimeguen, and burn its mills, fuburbs, and 
the villages thd^ were round about ; but they had 
fhortly other news brought them by their fcouts, 
whom they had fent forward to examine the 
country. 

The duke of Gueldres was informed, that His ene- 
mies, to the amount of ten thoufand, were abroad, 

and 
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The duke halted, on hearing this, to confider again 
their beft mode of proceeding, for fome of his jcom- 
panions were al&rmed at the Imallnefs of their 
numbers in companion with the enemy, who were 
at lead thirty or forty for one. They fald, — * How 
is it poflible for three or four hundred lances to 
oppofe ten or twelve thoufand ? it is not in out 
power to overthrow them, but they may vety eafily 
flay us/ Several aflembled round the duke, and 
advifed him to retreat to Crave ; but he replied^ 
* he would never do fo, nor confine himfelf in any 
town, but march to meet his enemies, for his cou- 
rage toUi him he fhould defeat them } and he pre-^ 
ferred dying with honour to living in difgrace. We 
will overthrow, faid he, our enemies, and gain this 
day infinite honour and wealth/ He then, after a 
Ihort paufe, added in a loud voice, * Forward, for* 
ward ! thofe who love me will follow me/ 

This fpeech of the duke greatly encouraged his 
men, more efpecially thofe who had hear4 the 
whole ; and they all (hewed a great earneftnefs to 
combat their enemies, who were faft approaching. 
-They tightened their armours, lowered the vifors 
of their helmets, and re-girthed their faddles, and 
matched flowly in handfome array, that their 
horfes might be frefh for the charge. Some new 
knights were made, and they marched in this order 
towards Raveftein. ^ 

The Brabanters, with great numbers of common 
people, had already croffed the riVer, when news 
was brought to the fenefchal and his knights that 

Pa the 
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the duke of Ouetdres h^d taken the field, »id was 
fo near that they muft fpeedily fee him. They were 
much furprifed at this intelligence, and concluded 
that the duke muft at leaft have Had with him fix 
times more men than he had. 
. They inftantly halted, and would have drawn 
thcmfelves up in array, but had not time ; for the 
duke of Gueldres appeared with his company full 
gallop, with fpears in their refts, and fhouting their 
cry, * Our Lady for Gueldres !* Afquire of Quel* 
dreland, called Hermaut de Morbec, deferves par- 
ticular attention, from the great defire he had to 
exalt his name. He left the ranks of the battalion, 
and, fpurring his horfe, was the firfl to affault the 
enemy, and at this gallant tilt unhorfed the man 
he ftruck. I know not if he were raifed from the 
ground, for the crowd was fo great, that when any 
were difmounted, unlefs inftantly relieved, they ran 
great rife of being crufhed to death. More than 
fix fcore Brabanters were unhorfed at this firft 
charge. Great confufion and difmay, with but a 
poor defence, reigned among them. They were fo 
fuddenly attacked, (which is the way enemies 
Ihould be by thofe who wifh to conquer them,) that 
although they were fo numerous, and had many 
great lords, they were difperfed : they could never 
form any array, nor could the lords rally their men, 
nor thefe laft join their lords. Thofe in the rear, 
hearing the noife, and feeing the clouds of duft, 
thought their men muft have been difcomfited, and 
that the enemy were coming to them, fo that they ^ 
became panic-ftruck, and^ turning about, fled for 
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Raveftem or the Meufe. Their fright was fo greats 
they rufhed into the river, whether on horfeback 
or on foot, without founding the bottom or know- 
ing if it were fordable, for they imagined the enemy 
was at their heels. By this felf-defeat, upwards o^ 
twelve hundred perifhed in the river Meufe j for 
they leaped one on the other, without any diftinc* 
tion, like wild beads. 

Many great lords and barons of Brabant (whofe 
names I ihall not difclofe, to fave.them and their 
heirs from tbe difgrace that would attach to them) 
moft fhamefully fled from the field, and fought 
their fafety, not by the river nor by Raveftein, but 
by other roads that carried them to a diflance from 
their enemies. 

This unfortunate event to the chivalry of Bra- 
bant happened between Grave and Raveftein. 
Great numbers were flain. All who could furjen- 
der did fo inftantly ; and the Germans took them 
at ranfom very readily, for the great profit they 
expected to make from them. Thofe who had fled 
to Grave gave the alarm to the befieging army ; 
for they arrived out of breath, and fo haraffed that, 
they could fcarcely fay to them, * Retire as faft as 
you can, for we have been totally defeated, land 
nothing can fave you.* When thofe in camp faw 
their appearance and heard their report, they were 
fo frightened that they would not ftay to pack up 
any thing, nor even take down their tents and pa- 
vilions, but fet off without bidding adieu, and left 
every thing behind them. They were feized with 
Such a panic as; neither to take victual nor carriage; 
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but fuch as had horfes leaped on them, and fled for 
fafety to Bois le Due, Houdan, Mont St. Gervais, 
Gertruydenberg or Dordrecht. Their only care 
was to fave themfelve^, J^nd fly from their enemies. 
Had the garrifon of Grave known of this defeat of 
the Brabanters, they would have greatly gained by 
it, and killed or brought back many of the 
runaways. They were not made acquainted with 
it until late, when they fallied forth, and took pof- 
feflion of tents, pavilions, and warlike engines the 
Brabanters in their fright had left behind, which 
they brought at their leifure into Grave, for there 
were none to oppofe them. 

Thus was the fiege of Grave broken up, to the 
great lofs of the Brabanters. News was fpread far* 
and near, how" a handful of men had overthrown 
forty thoufand and raifed the fiege of Grave. The 
lord de Bourgueval and the lord de Linieres were 
made prifoners, with others to the amount of fe- 
vejiteen banners. Thefe and the pennons you will 
find hung up before the image of our Lady at Ni-» 
megpen, that the perpetual rpmembrance of thi| 
yiflory may be kept up. 
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CHAP. XXXHL 

THE DUKE OF OUELORES, AFTER THE DEFEAT OF 

THE BRABANTERS, RETURNS TO NIMEGUEN. 

OX THE NEWS OF THIS VICTORY, THE KINO AND 
COUNCIL OF FRANCE SEND AMBASSADORS TO THE 
EMPEROR OP GERMANY, THE MORE SECURELY 
TO CARRY ON THEIR WAR AGAINST GUELDRC* 
LAND. 

CCARCELY can I for fhame perpetuate the dif- 
graceful defeat of the Brabanters; but, as I 
have promifed at the commencement of this hiftory 
to infert nothing but what was ftri£tly true, I mUf!: 
detail the unfortunate confequ^nces of this battle. 
The young duke of Gueldres gained this renowned 
vidory about Magdalen-tide, in the month of July 
1388. 

When the defeat and purfuit were over, which 
took up about two hours time, and the field cleared, 
the Gueldrians colle6ted together, and greatly re- 
joiced, as indeed they had caufe, at the fortunate 
fuccefs of the day, for they had made many more 
prifoners than they were in number themfelves. 
The heralds were ordered by them to examine the 
dead, and report who had been flain. Among 
them was the young and handfome fon of the count 
de Namur (who was ftiled the Vaiffier de Celles, 
lord dc Balaftre), which, when told to the duke, 
ipreatly afHided him ; and he bitterly lamented his 
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lofs, for he was of a moft amiable charafter, and 
had been the preceding year his companion at arms 
in PrufSa. 

A council was held in the field, whether or not 
to retire to Grave and carry their prifoners thither ; 
but the duke oppofed it, faying, — ' I made a vow to 
our Lady of Nimeguen when I left that town, and 
which I again renewed before we began the com- 
bat : in obedience to which, I order, that we gaily 
return to Nimeguen, and offer our thankfgivings 
to the holy Virgin, who has affifted us in our 
vidory.' 

This command was obeyed ; for, as the duke 
had given it, no one made any objeSion ; and they 
fet out, on their return towards Nimeguen, full 
gallop. It was two long leagues from the field of 
battle, but they were foon there. 

On this fortunate news being told In that towxi^ 
great rejoicings were made by both fexes ; and the 
clergy went out in proceflion to meet the duke, and 
received him with acclamations. The duke did 
not turn to the right nor left, but rode with his 
knights ftraight to the church where the image of 
our Lady was, and in which he had great faith* 
When he had entered her chapel, he difarmed him<* 
ifelf of every thing to his doublet, and offered up 
his armour on the altar, in honour of our Lady^ 
returning thankfgivings for the victory he had 
gained over his enemies. 

The banners and pennons of the enemy were all 
bung up in this chapel, but I know not if they he 
ftill there: the duke retired to his hotel, tod hia 
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knights to thdr homes, to pay attention to them* 
felves and their prifoners, from whom they expe&ed 
great ranfoms. When the report of this viQory 
over the Brabanters was made public, the duke of 
Gueldres was more feared and honoured thaa 
before. 

The duchefs of Brabant, who had refided at 
Bois le Due, was much vexed, as indeed (he had 
reafon. at this unfortunate turn in her affairs, and 
that the (iege of Grave was raifed. She ordered t 
ftrong garrifon into Bois le Due to guard the froa* 
ti^rs, and then returned through Champagne to 
BrufTels. She wrote frequently to the duke of 
Burgundy the flate of things, and eagerly prefled 
him to ailift her in the recovery of her lofles } for 
all her hopes were in him. 

You may fuppofe, the news of this viftory was 
inftantly known in France, particularly at the court 
of the king ; but they were little furprifed at it, nu 
ther holding it cheap, imagining, when the king 
marched thither, they Ihould make themfelves • 
ample amends. 

Orders were fent to fir William de la Trimouille ' 
and to fir GerVais de Merande, who had been 
placed by the duke of Burgundy in the three caftles 
on the Meufe, to guard well that frontier, and to 
make no fallies where there Ihould be any rifk of 
lofs ; for that they would Ihortly hear from the 
king, who was preparing to vifit this duke of Guel- 
dres and ^jis country in peribn. 

Sir William had been greatly hurt at the late 
defeat of hk friends, but the intelligence from 

France 
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France ralfed his fpirits, and he aded conformably 
to the orders he had received. 

Let us return to what was paffing in France. The 
lung's ardour for the invafion of Gueldreland was 
no way abated : he was anxious to undertake it at 
all events, for the challenge of the duke had 
mightily dhraged him ; and he declared that, cofl 
what it would, he would have ample reparation, or 
his territories, with thofe of his father, the duke of 
JuHers, ihould be defpoiled and burnt. Summoiifes 
were fent to all the dukes, counts, knights, barons 
and men at arms, of France, to provide themfelves 
with fuiEcient purveyances for a long journey ; and 
©he of the marlhals of France, fir Louis de 3ancerre, 
was ordered to remain to guard the kingdom, from 
beyond the river Dordogne to the fea; for in 
Languedoc, and in the country between the Ga« 
ronne and the Loire, the truce had been accepted : 
and the other marihal, the lord de Blainville, was 
to accompany the king. 

The different lords made fuch immenfe provifion 
of (lores of all kinds, it was wonderful to think of, 
more efpecially in wines. All thofe in Champagne 
were bcfpoken for the king, the dukes of Berry, 
Burgundy, Touraine and Bourbon : carriages alfo, 
of every defcription, in thofe parts, were likewife 
retained for them: indeed, the preparations for 
this expedition were prodigious. 

The duke of Brittany was ftill at Paris, and 
could not obrain any decifion refpeding Jiis affairs, 

/or the king refided chiefly at Montereau fur Yonne. 

. He was, however, well entertained with feafts and 
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hit words. The nobles begged of him to have pa- 
tience, for he would very fhortly have his bufineft 
finifhed; but that the king was fo impatient to 
begin his march to Germany, he attended to nothing 
elfe. The duke was forced to make the beft he 
could of it, perceiving he could not amend it, and, 
fmce he had come to Paris, was refolved not to de- 
part but with the good will of the king, although 
his ftay was attended with vaft expenfes. 

When it was known for certain that the expe- 
dition to Gueldreland was to take place, and that a 
tax had been ordered throughout France for the 
payment of the knights and men at arms, many of 
the wifeft in the country, whether of the council 
or not, faid that it was ill advifed to encourage a 
king of France to march fuch a diftance in fearch 
of his enemies, and that the kingdom might fuffer 
from it, (for the king was young, and very popular 
with his fubjedis), and that it would have been 
fully fufHcient for one of the king's uncles, or both 
of them, with the conftable of France, to have 
gone with fix or feven thoufand lances, without 
carrying the perfon of the king thither. 

The king's uncles were of a fimilar opinion : 
they moft prudently remonftrated with him on the 
impropriety of his marching with his army, and 
were urging many ftrong reafons againft it, when 
he flew into a rage, and fliortly interrupted them, 
by faying, — ' If you go thither without me, it will 
be contrary to my will and pleafure ; but I can af- 
fure you, you fhall not receive one penny, for 
ptherwife I cannot reftrain you.* 

When 
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"When the dukes of Berry and Burgundy heard 
this anfwer, they faw he was determined upon 
going, and replied, — ' God be with you : you 
fhall go then ; and we will no more think of un- 
dertaking it without your company/ 

Thefe lords and the council then deliberated on 
an afiair of fome confequence to this intended war. 
There had been a treaty for a long time in force, 
between the king of France and the emperor of 
Germany, which ftipulated, that neither of them 
were to enter the territories of the other with an 
armed force ; that is to fay, that the king of France 
and the emperor could not make war on each 
other without incurring a heavy penalty, and the 
fcntence of the pope, who had folemnly fworn, at 
his coronation, to maintain thefe two kingdoms in 
peace. It was therefore refolved, in cafe the king 
perfiiled in his intention of invading Gueldreland, < 
which was a dependance on the empire, to make 
the emperor fully acquainted with the duke of 
Gueldres' rafli conduft, and lay before him the 
infolent challenge he had fent the king of France,' 
who, to make him fenfible of his folly, was prepar- 
ing to march an army into Germany, not any way 
hoftile to the emperor or to his territories, but 
folely againft this duke of Gueldres, and to attack 
him wherever he fhould find him. 

Sir Guy de Honcourt, a valiant knight, and fir 
Yves d'Orient, one of the judges in parliament, 
were appointed ambaffadors to carry this meflage 
to the emperor. When they had received their 
inftruftions and made their prepars^tipjas^ they took 
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leave of the kmg and hts uncles, and rode for 
Chalons in Champagne, with an attendance fuit*. 
able to their rank, and the purpofe they were 
going on. They met the lord de Coucy at Chalons, 
retaining knights and men at arms from Bar, Lor- 
raine and Champagne for this expedition, of which 
he was to command the van-guard. He enter- 
tained the ambaffadors one day fplendidly at dinner, 
and on the morrow they continued the road to 
Sainte Menehould, and thence towards Luxem- 
bourg, to gain intelligence where the empcrqr was. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE KING OF FRANCE AND HIS COUNCIL PERMIT 
THE DUKE OF BRITTANY TO RETURN HOME,— ^ 

THE STATES OF BRABANT SEND EXCUSES TO 

THE KING OF FRANCE, FOR NOT ALLOWING HIS 

ARMY TO PASS THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY.— 

•THE SUCCESS OF THE A^MBASSADORS WITH THE 

EMPEROR, 

A LTHOUGH ambaffadors had been fent to the 
emperor, the French did no way relax in their 
warlike preparations. It was fignified to all to-af- 
femble in readinefs for the field in or near the 
country of Champagne by the middle of the en- 
fuing Auguft ; fince the king had then determined 

to 
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to begin his march^ whether or x(ot he (houtd re^ 
ceive anfwers, through fir Guy de Honcourt and 
mafter Yves d' Orient, from the emperor of Ger- 
many. 

The king and his uncles thinking it was now 
time to difmifs the duke of !Efrittany, he was fum- 
moned to Montereau, where the king mod kindly 
received him, as did the dukes of Burgundy and 
Touraine. The duke of Berry was at the time in 
Berry making his preparations and levies-of men at 
arms, having fixed on Poitou for the place of af- 
fembly, before they began their march. The king 
and the duke of Burgundy, as I have faid, treated 
the duke of Brittany in the moft friendly manner. 
He had before furrendered the caftles and town of 
Jugon to the officers of the conflable, but made 
great difficulty to pay back the hundred thoufand 
francs, which had been expended in the provifion- 
ing his caftles, and in retaining men at arms the 
whole of lafl winter, thinking a war would be de- 
clared againfl him ; but he was fo fairly fpoken to, 
that he promifed the king and the duke of Bur- 
gundy to repay this fum, of one hundred thoufand 
francs, in the courfe of five years, by yearly pay- 
ments of twenty thoufand francs. The duke, after 
this, took leave of the king, who made him very 
handfome prefents of jewels, and went back to Pa- 
ris. The duke of Burgundy, before his departure, 
gave to him and his knights a magnificent en- 
tertainment; in his hotel, called the hotel d'Ar- 
tois, when they feparated on the moft friendly 
terms. 

The 
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The duke of Brittany made no long (by ifttf 
this at Paris ; but having arranged his affairs, and 
had his expenfes paid by his officers, he fet out, 
taking the road to Eftampes, travelled through 
Beauce to Beaugency on the Loire, witK a numer'^ 
ous body of attendants riding before him, ^ From 
Beaugency his attendants continued their road 
through the* country of Blois, Touraine, Maine 
and Anjou ; but the duke had his veSkh waiting 
for him at Beaugency, and embarking on board a 
faandfome yacht, with the lords de Montfort ^id 
de Maleftroit, failed down the Loire, paffing ua*- 
der the bridge at Blois, and not flopping until 
he came to Nantes, when he was in bis owa 
country. 

I will now leave the duke of Brittany, who 
ftridly kept the engagementSv he had entered into 
with the king of France and his uiicles, and has 
never fmce done any thing worthy of being remem* 
bered in this hiftory, nor do I know if he ever will. 
If he fhould, I will relate it, according to the man* 
ner it fhall be told me. 

The king of France was buiily employed in mak- 
ing his preparations to invade Gueldreland. The 
lord de Coucy, on his return to Montereau, ia- 
formed the king and his uncles, that all the chi- 
valry of Bar, Lorraine, Burgundy, and as far as 
the Rhine, were ready and willing to attend them, 
in their expedition to Germany. The king was 
much pleafed on hearing this, and faid, that ^ if it 
pleafed God, he would this year pay a vifit to his 
coufms of Gueldres^rid Juliers/ A council was 

held 



&S4 

.Eetd on liie mod convenient line of marcfi, when 
fome faid, that the Ihorteft way would be through 
316rache ^, along the fronders of Hainault and 
Liege, and paffing through Brabant into Gueldres; 
but others propofed crolling the Meufe at or near 
Utrecht, and, having pafled that river, to enter 
Juliers, and march thence into Gueldreland* Upon 
this, the tdng and council wrote to the duchefs and 
ftates of Brabant, to fignify that the king and his 
army mtended marching through their country.-— 
The duchefs would have readily confented ; but 
the ftates refufed the paflage, faying ^ the country 
would fuffer too much from it. The principal 
towns and nobles were all of this opinion^ and told 
the duchefs, that if fhe allowed the French to en- 
ter their country, they would never bear arms for 
her againft Gueldres, but would fhut themfelves 
up in their caftles, and defend all the entrance to 
the* country, for they fhould have more damage 
done to themfelves and lands by fuch paflengers than 
if their enemy were in the country. 

The duchefs, finding fo ftrong an oppofition to 
allowing a pafiage to the French^ diffembled her 
real thoughts, and calling to her fir John Opem,^ 
mailer John Grave and mafter Nicholas de la Mon- 
noye, charged them to fet out inftandy for France, 
and make excufes for the ftates of Brabant, to the 
king and the duke of Burgundy, for their refulal 



* Tierache, a fertile country, in Picardy, watered by the Oife 
and Seine^ to the well of Champagne and the fbuth of Hai« 
iiault. 
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to allow the french army to pafs through l^rabafit^ 
fearful left the country would be too feverely op* 
prelTed ; and to entreat them^ for the love of God^ 
ndt to be diifatisfied with her, as (he had done every 
thing in her power to obtain their confent^ 

Tliefe envoys left Bruffels, and arrived at Moli<i 
tereau fur Yonne, where they found the king and 
his uncles, whofe whole converfadon^ day and 
night, was on the expedition to Gueldreland.-^ 
They firft waited on the duke of Burgundy, td 
whom they gave their letters, and explained fo well 
the reafons of the ftates' refufal that he was con- 
tented, and, at the prayer of his aunt, promifed to 
mediate between them and the king. 

The lord de Coucy was likewife of very gteat 
fervice to them, fo that the firft plan of pafEng 
through Brabant was given up, and the excufes 
from the duchefs and her ftates were accepted. It 
was then determined, as more honourable for the 
king and his allies, to march ftraight through his 
kingdom. A council was held on the choice oi 
thofe who Were to form the vanguard ; and two 
thoufand five hundred pioneers were appointed tq 
clear away all trees and hedge-rows, and to make 
fmooth the roads. The army had by their means 
a moft excellei;it road through France to the foreft 
of Ardennes ; but there it failed them^ for rocks^ 
forefts and various obftacles oppofed their paffage. 
The lord de Coucy, who had the command of the! 
vanguard, confifting of one thoufand lances, fent 
forward perfons to examine which would be the 
fafeft road for the king and the baggage to march 

Vol. IX, C^. (fc« 
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(for there were upwards of twelve thoufand earn*' 
ages, without counting baggage horfes), to lay open 
, the foreft, and make roads where no traveller had 
ever before paffed. Every one was eager to be thus 
employed, more particularly thofe who were near 
the king's perfon ; for he was never fo popular at 
any rime as he was now in Flanders, nor were his 
fubjeds ever fo united to ailift him as in this expe- 
didon againfl Gueldres. 

While this was paffing, the king fent the lord de 
Coucy to Avignon, to the perfon who ftyled him- 
felf pope Clement, I know not on what bufinefs ; 
and the vifcount de Meaux, fir John de Roye and 
the lord de la Bonne, commanded in his abfence. 

We will now fay fomething of the ambafladors 
who had been fent to the emperor of Germany. 
They continued their journey 'until they arrived at 
Convalence*, where the emperor refided. After 
difmounting at their hotel, they made themfelves 
ready to wait on him, who had before heard of 
their coming, and was very impatient to kiiow the 
caufe of it. Having aifembled his council, the ani- 
baffadors were introduced to the prefence of the 
emperor, whom they faluted moft reverently, and 
gave him their credential letters from the king of 
France. After he had attentively perufed them, 
he eyed fir Guy de Honcourt, and faid, ^ Guy, 
tell us, in the name of God, what you are charged 
with.' The knight fpoke long and ably in explain- 



* Convalence. Q. Conftance. . 
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ing to the emperor and his council the reafons Vfhy 
the king of France was about to enter the gerroan 
territory with a large army, not with the fmalleft 
intent to injure that or any other part of the terri^ 
tories belonging to the emperor, but againft a per* 
fonal enemy. He then named him, and added,— 
• The duke of Gueldres has thought proper to fend 
the king of France a mod infolent challenge^ 
couched in outrageous language, not ufual in fuch 
cafes, for which the king and his council have de- 
termmed to punifh him. The king, therefore, en- 
treats you, dear fire, from your connefHons with 
him by blood, that you will not abet this duke in 
his prefumptuous condud, but keep thofe treaties 
of alliance which have formerly been made between 
you and France, as he on his part is refolved to 
abide by them.* 

The emperor, in reply, faid, — ^ Sir Guy, wc 
have fome time been informed, that our coufinthCx 
king of France has been collefting a large body of 
men at arms, at a vaft expenfe, when it was unn&» 
ceflary for him to give himfelf fo much trouble for 
fo fmall an object ; for, had he made his complaints 
to me, I would have forced the duke of Gueldres 
to hear reafon without the great expenfe he has been 
at.' ' Sire,' anfwered fir Guy, ' you are very kind 
in thus expreffing yourfelf; but our lord, the 
king of France, values neither expenfe nor trouble 
wherever his honour is concerned ; and his coun- 
cil are folely anxious that you fhould not be difia- 
tisfied with him, for he is determined in.no way to 
infringe the treaties that exifl between France and 

C^2 Germany: 
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Germany : on the contrary, to ftrengtheii them as 
much as poi&ble^ and for this have fir Yves d'Ori- 
ent and myfelf been fent hither/ • We are by no 
means/ faid the emperor^ ^ diflatisfied with what is 
doing in France, and thank my coufin for the in- 
formation he fends me: let him come, in God's 
name, for I do not intend to move.' 

The ambafladors were well pleafed with this re* 
ply, and confidered the matter as concluded to 
their wifh. They requefled anfwers to the letters 
they had brought, which were cheerfully promifed. 
They dined that day in the emperor's palace, 
and by his orders were well feafted. In the even- 
ing they retired to their lodgings, and managed 
things fo well that the bufinefs was finifhed to their 
fatisfaftion. Having received their letters in re- 
ply to thofe they had brought, they took leave of 
the emperor, and returned by the way they had 
come to the king of France ; of whom we will 
now fpeak. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 



THE COUNT DE.BLOIS SENDS TWO HUNDRED LANCES 
TO SERVE THE KING IN HIS EXPEDITION TO 
GUELDRES. — THE AMBASSADORS BRING FAVOUR** 
ABLE ANSWERS FROM THE EMPEROR OF GER* 

MANY. THE KING OF FRANCE CONTINUES HIS 

MARCH TOWARD THE FOREST OF ARDENNES. 

SIR HELION DE LIGNAC MAKES HIS REPORT TO 
THE DUKE OF BERRY, TOUCHING HIS MARRIAGE 
WITH THE DAUGHTER OF THE DUKE OF LAN- 
CASTER. 

T^HE great lords and barons of France were bii- 
fily employed in making their preparations for 
the expedition to Gueldres ; and thofe from the 
more diftant parts of the kingdom, in Auvergne, 
Limoufin, Quercy, Rouergue, and other provinces, 
had already begun their march towards Cham- 
pagne. The greater numbers came from Picardy, 
Burgundy, Champagne, Bar, and Lorraine, be- 
caufe they were nearer the place of affembly. The 
villages in France were not fo harfhly treated as 
ufual ; for the king had forbidden, under pain of 
death, that any thing fhould be taken from them 
without payment. 

Notwithftanding this order was made very pub- 
lic, 
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Kc, the men at arms on their march did much mif- 
chief ; for, though the puniftiment was fo heavy, 
they could not abftain from what they had been 
accuftomed to. They were indeed very badly paid, 
and confequently thought they had a right to pro- 
vide for themfelves. This was the ^xcufe they made 
jvhenever they were reprimanded by their captain 
or marfhaL 

The count de Blois was fummoned, and he re- 
turned for anfwer, he would fend two hundred 
chofen lances, well equipped and paid.^ I know 
not how he was dealt withal, but he fent two hun- 
dred knights and fquires to ferve the king, from 
his county of Blois, under the command 6f the 
lord de Vienne, fir William de Saint Martin, fir 
William de Chaumont and the lord de'iMontigny, 
who marched at their leifure towards Champagne, 
3B«rhither they had been ordered. 

The king of France left Montereau fur Yonne, 
and took the road for Chalons in Champagne, with- 
out the duke of Berry joining him. He was ftill 
in Berry, waiting the return of fir Helion de Lig- 
nac, with anfwers from the duke of Lancafter, re- 
fpefting his marriage with his daughter. He how- 
ever received none ; for the duke of Langafter de- 
tained him at Bayonne, diffembling his opinion be- 
tween him and the ambaffadors from Caftille; but 
he was more inclined, as well as the duchefs, to 
clofe with the laft ; yet, before them, he {hewed 
the utmoft attentions to fir Helion, to make them 
the more eager to finifti the bufinefs* 

The caftillian ambaiTadors laboured hard to bring 

the 
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the marriage to a conclufion. They were four in 
number^ don Fernando de L^on, dodor in divi* 
nity and confeflbr to the king, the bifhop of Se« 
govia, don Pedro Godelopie and don Diego Loup^ 
who were continually going or returning from one 
party to the other. The duke, however, gave 
them to underfland, that he would prefer an union 
with Caftille to one with France, provided they 
would agree to his terms. He demanded payment 
of fix hundred thoufand francs within three years^ 
twelve thoufand francs annually for his and the 
duchefs's lives, and two thoufand more for the 
duchefs's houfehold yearly*. 

When it was known that the king had left Mon« 
tereau for ChMons, all thofe who had remained at 
home haft^ed their march to join him. Thither 
came the duke of Berry, whofe quartq;s were at 
Efpinay, and the duke of Bourbon, the count de 
la Marche, the dauphin d'Auvergne, the count de 
Sancerre, the count de St. Pol, the count de Ton* 



* Collins^ in his life of John of Gaunt^ mentions tht fol- 
lowing terms as agreed on by the duke of Lancader and king 
of Caftille. 

I mo. That Henry of Caftille^ on his marriage with the lady 
Gonilance, ihould bear the title of prince of Afturias. 

2do^ That the kingdom of Caftille, &c. revert to them af* 
ter the death of the prefent king, and to their heirs. In de* 
fault of heirs, to Edmund of York, who had married don Pe- 
dro's fecond daughter. 

3tio, That the king of Caftille fhould pay the duke of Lan« 
caller 200,000/. towards^ the charges of his expedition, and 
10,000/. per annum during bis and the ducheis's lives. 

nerre* 



nerrcw Near the king's perfon were the duke of 
Burgundy, the duke. of Lorraine, the duke of Tou- 
raine, the conftable of France, fir John deVienne, 
iir Guy de la Tritnouille, fir Barrois des Barres and 
fir John de BueiL 

The whole country round Rheims and Chalons, 
to the extent of twelve leagues, was deftroyed by 
thefe men at arms, who were difperfed over it, from 
Sainte Menehould to Monftier in Bar, to Chaumont 
in Baffigni*, to^Vitry en Pertoisf, and the whole 
of the bifhopricks of Troyes and Langres. The 
lord de Coucy was not yet returned from his jour- 
ney to Avignon, 

About this time, fir Guy de Honcourt and fir 
Yves d 'Orient came back from their embafly to the 
emperor, and met the king at Chalons. The king 
fuad his nobles were rejoiced at their arrival, and 
inquired the news. They told them all that had 
palfed ; that the emperor had very kindly received . 
ithem and handfOmely entertained them ; and fir 
Guy added, — * Sire, and you my lords, when the 
emperor and his council had read your letters and 
the copy of the duke of Gueldres* challenge, they 
-were very indignant at his prefumption, and are 
defirous, from what we could learn, that he fhould 
be punifhed for his infolence : nor will the emp^-? 
yor make wy opppfition to your intended war. 



* BafTigni, a fmall country on the confines of Champagne 
find Lorraine : Chaumont is the capital. 

r|* Vitry en Perlois, a fmall town in Champagne, near Vitiy 
J^ f ranjois, ' 
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which he feems indeed much to approve of, but 
keep ftriaiy to all the articles of the treaties en* 
tared into between him and France^ fo that all 
your doubts concerning his condud may be dif^ 
fipated/ 

The king of France and his council were well 
fatisfied on hearing this^ although many faid, that 
whether the emperor would or not, they were in 
fufEcient numbers to go whither they pleafed with^i 
out fearing any one. 

The king gave orders for the march of the army, 
and he left Chalons for Grand Pr6 *, where he re- 
mained for three days. He could not make any 
long marches from the great concourfe of men that 
were in his front, in his rear, and on all fides ; 
and he was forced to ucvc: gently on account of 
his great train of baggage and purveyances, which 
occupied a length of fourteen country leagues, and . 
! was daily increafing. 

The count de Grand Pre received the king 10 
his town with every refpect, and ordered all things 
fo much to the king's pleafure, that he exprefled 
his fatisfadion to the count, who was attached to 
the van divifion. The duke of Lorraine and fir 
Henry de Bar here joined the king with a hand- 
fome company of men at arms. The duke of 
Lorraine was ordered to the divifion of his fon-in- 



* Grand Pr^^ a town in Champagne^ eledlion of Sainte 

Menehoujd. 
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law, the lord de Coucy, but fir Henry de Bar re- 
mained near the king. 

The pioneers had been continually employed in 
clearing the foreft of Ardennes, by felling of tim- 
ber, and making roads where none had ever been 
before. They had much difficulty in the filling up 
of valleys and forming a tolerable road for the car- 
riages to pafs, and there were upwards of three 
thoufand workmen who laboured at nothing elfe, 
from Vierton to Neufchatel in the Ardennes. 

The ducliefs of Brabant was exceedingly pleafed 
when fhe heard for certain that the king of France 
was on his march through the Ardennes, and con- 
cluded fhe fhould now have her revenge on the 
duke of Gueldres, and that the king of France 
would make both him and his father, the duke of 
Juliers, repent of their condud, which had given 
her many mortifications. She fet out in handfome 
array from BrufTels, accompanied by the lord de ' 
Samines in the Ardennes, the lord de Bocelars, the 
lord de Broquehort and feveral others, for Luxem- 
bourg, to receive the king, and have fome con- 
verfation with him. She crofTed the Meufe by the 
bridge at Huy*, and went toBafloigne, where fhe 
halted ; for the king was to pafs there, or very near 
It, which he did. When he fet out from Grand 
Pr^, he crofTed the Meufe at Morfay f , with his 



* Huy, a town in the biOioj^tick of Liege, capital of the 
Condrotz, on the confluence of tne fmall rivt r Huy and the 
Meufe. 

f Morfay. Q. Mouzon. 

whole 
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whole army ; but bis marches were very (hort, for 
the reafons I have before given. 

News was brought to the dukes of Juliers and 
Gueldres, for fuch intelligence is foon fpread 
abroad, that ihe king of France was on his march 
to vifit them, with an army of one hundred thou- 
fand men ; and that he had never colleded fo large 
a body, except when he marched to Bourbourg, 
imagining the Englilh to be in greater force than 
he found them. • 

The duke of Juliers began to be greatly alarm- 
ed ; but his fon, the duke of Gueldres, made light 
of it, faying, — ' Let them come : the greater the 
number, the fooner will they be worn down, their 
baggage deftroyed, and their purveyances ruined. 
Winter is coming on, and my country is a ftrong 
one : they will not eafily enter it, and, when they 
make the attempt, fhall be driven back with other 
founds than trumpets. They muft always keep to- 
gether, which will be impofSble, if they mean to 
invade my territory ; and, if they feparate, my 
people will take them whether they will or no.— 
However, our coufin of France (hews good cou- 
rage ; and I give him credit for doing what I would 
attempt if in his place.' Such were the converfa- 
tions the duke of Gueldres held with his knights on 
this fubjed: ; but the duke of Juliers was, on the 
contrary, quite difconfolate ; for he faw, if the 
French were determined on it, his country muft be 
ruined and burnt. He fent for his brother, the 
archbifhop of Cologne, and his coufin, fir Arrfold 
de Homes, bifhop of Liege, to confult with them 

on 
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on the occafion, and fee if there were any proba- 
ble remedy to prevent his lands being defpoiled. 

Thefe two prelates gave him the beft advice in 
their power, and recommended him to humble him- 
felf before the king of France and his uncles, and 
fubmic to their will. The duke having anfwered, 
that he would moft cheerfully do fo, the biihop of 
Utrecht, who was likewife prefent, with the affent 
of the archbifhop, advifed the bifliop of Liege to 
fet out with his array to meet the king of France, 
and treat with him on this fubjeft. 

The king of France continued his march, but 
only two, three or four leagues a day, and fome- 
tim^s not one, from the great baggage, which was 
too large by far, that accompanied him. Sir Wil- 
liam de Lignac, and his brother fir Helion, joined 
the king between Mouzon and Notre Dame d'A- 
mot*, where the duke of Berry, with his body of 
five hundred fpears', was quartered. Sir William 
had come from the fiege of Ventadour by orders 
of the duke of Berry, as had fir John Bonne-lance 
by fimilar ones from the duke of Bourbon. They 
had left their army under the command of fir John 
Bouteiller and fir Lewis d' Am biere, as they were 
defirous of attending the king in this expedition. — 
Sir Helion had come from Bayonne, where he had 
been treating, as you have heard, with the duke of 
Lancafter for the marriage of his daughter with the 
duke of Berry. 



* Amot, Q. ArloH. 

The 
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The duke of Berry made him good cheer^ and 
inquired after his fuccefs. Sir Helion related every 
thing that had pafled, and told him the king of 
Caflille was earnefUy negotiating a peace with the 
duke of Lancafler by the union of his fon, the 
prince of Galicia, with his daughter. The duke 
was very penfive on hearing this, and, after a 
paufe, faid, — * Sir Helion, you will return to 
France ; and I will fend you once more, accom- 
panied by the bifhop of Poitiers, for the duke of 
Lancafter's decifive anfwer ; but at this moment we 
have enough on our hands. 

This fame week, the lord de Coucy returned 
from Avignon to the king in the Ardennes, to the 
great joy of the whole army. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE PRINCIPAL BARONS OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLE 
IN ARMS TO MAKE WAR ON ENGLAND.— THEY 
LEARN FROM A SPY WHOM THEY TAKE PRISONER 
THAT THE ENGLISH ARE AC2UAINTED WITH 
THEIR INTENTIONS. 

T HAVE before related in this hiftory the trou- 
bles king Richard of England had fuffered 
from his quarrels with his uncles, urged on by the 
wicked counfei of the duke of Ireland, which had 

caufed 
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caufed feveral knights to lofe their heads^ ^M the 
archbifhop of York nearly to be deprived of his 
benefice By the advice of the archbifliop of Can- 
terbury and the king's new council, the lord Ne* 
ville, who had commanded the defence of the fron- 
tiers of Northumberland for five years againft the 
Scots, was difmiffed : for this fervice he had been 
paid, by the counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, the fum of fixteen thoufand francs an- 
nually. 

Sir Henry Percy being appointed in his ftead to 
this command, with a falary of eleven thoufand 
francs yearly, was a circumftance which created 
much animofity and hatred between the Percies 
and Nevilles, who were neighbours and had been 
friends. ^The barons and knights of Scotland, 
knowing of this, determined on an inroad to Eng- 
land, as the opportunity was favourable, now the 
Englifli were quarrelling among themfelves, to make 
fome return for thfe many infults they had fuffered 
from them. 

In order that their intentions might not be known, 
^ they appointed a feaft to be holden at Aberdeen, 
on the, borders of the Highlands. The greater part 
of the barons attended ; and it was then refolved, 
that on the middle of Auguft of the year 1388, 
they would aflemble all their forces at a caftle 
called Jedworthj fituated amidft deep forefts and 
on the borders of Cumberland. Having arranged 
every thing concerning this bufinefs, they fepa- 
rated, but never mentioned one word of their in- 
tentions 
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tendons to the! king; for they faid among them- 
felves, he knew nothing about war. 

On the appointed day, earl James Douglas firfl: 
arrived at Jed worth: then came John earl of Mo- 
ray, the earl of March and Dunbar, fir William dc 
Fif, Stephen earl of Menteith *, William earl of 
Mar, fir Archibald Douglas, fir Robert Avercequi, 
fir Marc Ordrennen, fir William and fir James 
Lindfay, fir Thomas Bery, fir Alexander Lindfay, 
the lord de Sechin, fir John de Sobelans, fir Pk- 
trick Dunbar, fir John Sinclair, fir Patrick So- 
hopbone, fir John Montgomery, fon to the lord of 
that name, and his two other fons ; fir John Ma- 
lifnel, fir Adam de Gladivin, fir William de Re- 
durin, fir William Stanac, fir John de Halpebre- 
ton, fir Alidier and fir Robert Landre, fir Stephen 
Frazer, fir Alexander and fir John Ramfay, fir 
William de Morbereth, fir Maubert Here, fir Wil- 
liam de Waleram, fir John Amouftan, David Fi- 
lium, Rpbert Colennie, with numbers of other 
knights and fquires of Scotland f. 

There had not been feen, for fixty years, fo nu- 



* Earl of Menteith.—' At the time of this battle (of Ot- 
terbourne), the earldom of Menteith was poflefled by Robert 
Stewart^ earl of Fife, thir4 fon of king Robert II. who, ac- 
cording to Buchanan, rommatided the Scots that entered by 
Carlifle. But our mindrel had probably an eye to the family 
of Graham, who had this earldom when the battle was written.* 

Ueliques of Ancient Engli/k Poetry, 
f For an explanation of thefe names, fee page 27 1. 

merous 



lupous an aflembly: they amounted to twelvtf 
hundred fpears and forty thoufand other men and 
archers. With the ufe of the bow the Scots are 
little acquainted; but they fling their ax^ over 
their fhoulders, and, when engaged in battle^ give 
deadly blows with them. 

Thefe lords were well pleafed oil meeting each 
other, and declared they would never return to 
their homes without having made an inroad on 
England, and to fuch an eifed: that it fhould be re- 
membered for twenty years to come. The more 
completely to combine their plans^ they fixed an-* 
other meeting to be held at a church in the foreil of 
Jedworth, called Zedon*, before they began their 
march to JEngland, 

Intelligence was carried to the earl of Northum* 
berland (for every thing is known to thofe who are 
diligent in thehr inquiries), to his children, to the 
fenefchal of York and to fir Matthew Redman, go- 
vernor of Berwick, of the great feaft that was to be 
kept at Aberdeen. To learn what was done at it, 
thde lords fent thither heralds and minftrels. The 
fcots barons could not tranfaO: their bufinefs fo fe- 
cretly but it was known to thefe minflrels, that 
there was to be a grand aflembly of men at arms 
in the foreft of Jedworth. They obferved alio 



* * Zedon. The monaftery of Zedon> at which the fcottifli 
leaders are faid to ha»ve held their meeting previous to entering 
England, is, I ihould fuppofe, the modern Kirk-Yetholnfi, ex- 
'dRVy upon the borders, and near the foot of Cheviot : the name 
is pronounced Yetto'ni, wliich comes very near Yedon,' — W. S. 

much 




binth a^ladoir dircm^ ikecxnixittf^Bidi on 
return to Newcaftle^gave a faithful report of idU 
they, had fees or heard to their lords. . 

The barons and knights of Northumberland- in 
confequence made their preparations, but rery; fc^ 
cretly, that the Scots might not know of it and put 
off their intended inroad^ and had retired to their 
caflles, ready to fally forth on the'firft nodceof tbd 
arrival of the eiiemy. They faid,-i-i* l£ the Scbts 
enter the country through Cumberland by Garliik} 
we will ride into Scotland,' and do them more dai^ 
tnage than they can do to us ; for thdts is an open 
country, which may be entered any where, but ours 
is the contrary^ with ftrong and well fortified towns 
and caftles.' 

To be more fure of their intentions, they xefolred 
to fend an englifh gentleman^ well acquainted \dth 
the country, to this meeting in the foreft of Jfed« 
worth. The englifh fquire journeyed without iti^ 
terruption until he came to the church of Yethohn^ 
where the fcots b^oiis were afTembled, and entited 
it, as a fervant following his mafter/ and hcardgdie 
greater part of thdr plans. Wheti the - meeting 
was near breaking up, he left the church on his 
return, and went to a tree, thinking to find his 
horfe which he had tied there by th^ bridle, but ho 
was gone ; for a Scptfman (they are all thieves) 
had ftolen him. He was fearful of making a noife 
about it, and fet off on lipot, though booted and 
fpurred. He had not gon^ two bow-fhots from the 
church before he was notic^ed by two fcots knights 
who were in converfation. The firft who favr hint 
. Vol. IX. R faid^ 



tiiiy^^t hnB vitoeffisd mmfwabistkii JUfags^ 
bat what I now fee it eqpial to any : diat man 
yonder has, I beiiere, loft his horfi^ and yet makes 
no inqmries after it. On my troth, I doubt much 
if he belongs to us 3 let us go after him, and fee 
whether I am right or not.' 

The two knights fboR overtook him. On tbcir 
applpoach, he was alarmed and wifhed him£^ any 
where elfe. They alked him whither he was going; 
whence he had tome, and what he had done with 
his horfe. As he contradided himfielf in his an- 
fwers, they laid hands on him, and feid he muft 
come before thdr captains, and was brought back 
to the church of Tetholm, to the earl of Douglas 
and the other lords. They examined him clo&ly^ 
for they knew him ft>r an Englifliman, as to the 
teafons he had come thither, and afiured htm^ if he 
did not truly anfwer all their queftions, his held 
fliouM be ftrock off ; but, if he told the truth, no 
harm flioukl lumpen to him. * 

Very unwittingly he obeyed^ for the love of fife 
pMittsted ; aart the fcots barons learnt that he had 
been ftnt by the earl of Northumberland to dif^ 
cover the number of their forces, and whither they 
were to march. This mtelligence gave them tiM 
greatdl pteafure, and they would not on any ao« 
count but have taken this fpy. ^ 

He was afked where the barons of Northumber- 
land were I if they had any intentions of making 
an excurlion? and what road to Scotland they 
would take; along the fea-fliore from Berwick to 
Dunbar, or by the mountains through the xoimtry 

'of 







to Stirling i He rqplie^r— ^ Since yoti 
tdll force me to tell the truth, when I left New- 
cafUe, there were not any figai of an exciiHion 
being made ;' httt the baroh^ arer all ready to fet 
but at a moment's warning, as fooh zs they iliaU 
hear you have entered thiglandi They \iirfll iiot 
bppofe you, for they are not in fuffident mlmbers 
to meet fo large a body as you are repbrted to fiiieni 
io confift of/ ^ And Tirhat do they eftimatc! our 
number^ at in Northunifafrland ?' faid lord Mofay# 
* They fay, my lotd,'' replied the fquire, *that yoU 
have full forty thpiifiaind men, and twelve bundfect 
%>ear3 ; and by M^zj of cdunterafBng your catfeir^ 
fliould you niarch to Cumberland, they will taSsd 
the road through Berwick to Dunbar^ Dalkeidi and 
Edinburgh : if you follow the other road, they wtU 
ihia march to Carlifle, and enter your ctiHatij hf 
thde mountaitis.' 

The fcottifii lords, on hearing this^ ikerd fiteiifj 
but looked at each other. The engHfb fquire was 
Slivered to the governor of the caftle of Jediird^h^ 
tdth orders to have particular guard ovet VjfBLi 
when they conferred together in ^e church of 
Tetholm^ and formed other plansl 
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CHAP, xxxvn. 

THE SCOTS FORM, THEIR ARMY INTO TWO DIVT- 
SIONS ; ONE, UNDER THE COMMAND OF SIR 
ARCHIBALD DOUGLAS, MARCHES TO CARLISLE^ 
AND THE OTHER TO NEWCASTLE ON TY^E, 

COMMA NDFID BY THE EARL OF DOUGLAS, AT 

THE BARRIERS OF wrfCH PLACE, HE CONQUERS 

. THE PENNON OF SIR HENRY PERCY. 

nPHE barons of Scotland were in high fpirits at 
this intelligence, and confidered their fuccefs 
as certain, now they knew the difpofition of the 
enemy. They held a council, as to their mode of 
proceeding, and the wifeft and moft accuftomed t6 
arms, fuch as fir Archibald Douglas, the eari of 
Fife, fir Alexander Raitifay, fir John Sinclair and 
fir James Lindfey, wei^e the fpeakers : they faid,-^ 
^ That to avoid any chance of failing in their at- 
tempt, they would advife the army to be divided, 
and two expeditions to be made, fo that the enemy 
might be puzzled whither to march their fdrcd^. 
TJhe largeft divifion, with the baggage, ihould go to 
Carliile, in Cumberland ; and the other, confiding 
.of three or four hundred fpears, and two thoufand 
flout iaifantry and archers, all well mounted, fhould 
make for Newcaftle on Tyne, cirofs the river, and 
enter Durham, fpoiling and burning the country. 
They will have committed great wafle in England 
before our enemies can have any information of 
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their being there : if we find they come in purfuit! 
of us, which they certainly will, we will then unite, 
together, and fix on a proper place to offer them 
battle, as we all feem to have that defire, and to ; 
gain, honour ; for it is Ntime to repay them fome of. 
the mifchiefs they have done to us/ 

This plan was adopted, and fir Archibald Pou- 
glas, the earl of Fife, the earl of Sutherland,, the 
earl of Mentdth, the earl of Mar, the earl of Stra^ 
theme, fir Stephen Frazer, fir George Dunbar, 
with fixteen other great barons of Scotland, were 
ofdeired to the command of the largeft divifion that 
was to march to CarliHe. The earl of Douglas, 
the earl of March and Dunbar, and the earl . of 
Moray were appointed leaders of the three hundred 
picked lances and two thoufand infantry, who 
were to advance to Newcaftle on Tyne and invade 
Northumberland. 

When thefe two divifions feparated, the lords 
took a very affedionate leave of each other, promii^ 
ing that if the Englifh took the field againft them^ 
they would not fight until they were all united, 
which would give them fuch a fupetiority of force 
as mufl enfure vidtory. They then left the foreil 
of Jed worth, one party marching to the right and 

the other to the left, 

» 

The barons of Northumberland not finding their 
fquire return, nor hearing any thing of the Scots, 
began to fufped the accident which had happened. 
They therefore ordered every one to be prepared to 
fxiarch at a moment's fiotice, or wheu they fhould 

hear 
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|iear of the Scots having entered the country, for 
they confidered their fquire as ioft. 

Let ^$ return to the expedition under the earl of 
Douglas and hi$ companions, for they had more to 
4q thaa the diviflon that went to Carlifle^ and )Mre 
eageiir to perform fome deeds of s^rms. When thcji 
earls of Douglas, Moray and March were ftpaiated 
frqm the main body, they determined to o^of^ tlie 
Tyne ax^d ei^ter the biflioprick of Durham, and, 
^ef they had delpoiled and burnt that couptry a^ 
^ ^s the city ol Durham, f o return fciy NewcafUe, 
^nd quarter themfelves there in fpite of the EngU&« 

This they executed, and ridmg at ^ good paice, 
tjirough bye road$, without attac)dng town^ caftle 
or hpfife^ arrived on the lands of the lord Percy^ 
an4 crofied the river Tyne, xi^thout any oppofitidxi, 
at the pl^ace they had fixed on, about three leagues 
fiboye Ifewcaitle, near to Brancepeth^, where they 
entered the rich country of Qurham, and inftaatly 
began tbeif war^ by burning tp wxi$ and flaying the 
ffihabitants. 

Nejther the earl of Northumberland nor the ba^ 
rons and knights of the country had heard any 
^ling qf their mvafion : but \yhen intelligence came 
to Durham ai^d ]^ewcaft)e that the Scots were 
abroad, which was indeed vifible enough from the 
i|nqke that lyas every where feen, the earl qf 



* Brancepeth,— four miles from Durhsim. A ruin of a fine 
pU caiUe remains^ which I believe has been lately fitted upland 
lepaired for a refidevice. 
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Northumberland fent his two fons to NewcaiUe; 
but he himfelf remained at Alnwick^ and iflued hi^ 
orders for every one to repair thither alfo. Before 
his fons left him, he faid, — ^You will haften to*^ 
Newcaftle, where the whole country will join you : 
I will remain here, for it is the road they may re- 
turn by: if we can furround them, we fliall do 
well ; but I bxow not for certain where they now 
are/ 

Sir Henry and fir Ralph Percy obeyed their £u 
ther's orders, and made for Newcaftle, accompa- 
nied by the gentlemen and others fie to bear arms. 
hf, the mean time, the Scots continued deftroying 
and burning all before them, fo that the fmoke was 
vifible at Newcaftle. They came to the gates of 
Durham, where they ikirmUhed, but made no long 
fiay, and fet out' on their return, as «- they had 
plaxmed at the beginning of the expedition, driving 
and carrying away all the booty they thought worth 
their pains. 

The country is very rich between Durham and 
Newcaftle, which is but twelve engliih miles diftiant : 
there was not a town in all this diftrid, unlefs well 
inclofed, that was not burnt. The Scots re-cjofled 
the Tyne at the fame place^ and came before New- 
caftle, where they halted. 

All the knights and fquires of Tork0iire were 
colleded at Newcaftle, and thither came the fendf- 
chals of York, fir Ralph Mowbray, fir Matthew 
Redman, governor of Berwick, fir Robert Angle, 
fir Thomas Grey, fir Thomas Holcon, fir John Fel- 
top, fir John Lierbdn, fir William Warrichon, fir 

Thomas 



Thomas JBoynton, the baron of Helcon^ fir i John 
Colpedic, and fo many others, the town wa& filled 
^hh more than it could lodge. 
- The three foots lords, having completed the oh* 
jeft of their expedition into Durham, lay before 
Newcaftle three days, where there was an almoft- 
continual ikirmilh. The fons of the earl of North- 
umberland, from their great courage, were al- 
ways the firft at the barriers, when many valiant 
deeds were done with lances hand to hand. The 
Wrl of Douglas had a long conflift with fir Henry 
Percy, and in it, by gallantry of arms, won his 
pennon, to the great vexation of fir Henry and the 
Other Englifh. 

The earl of Douglas faid, — * I will carry this to* 
Jcen of your prowefs with me to Scotland, and place 
it on tjie tower of my caftle at Dalkeith, that it may 
be* feen from far.' * By God, earl of Douglas,' 
replied fir Henry, * you fliall not even bear it out 
of Northumberland : be affured you fhall never 
have this pennon to brag of^' * You muft come 
then,* anfwered earl Douglas, ' this night and feek 
for it. I will fix your pennon before my tent, and 
fhall fee if you will venture to take it away.* 
' As it was now late, the fkirmifh ended, and each 
party retired to their quarters, to difarm and com? 
tort themfelves. They had plenty of every thing, 
particularly flefti meat. The Scots kept up a very 
ftridt watch, concluding, from the words of fir 
Henry Percy, they (hould have their quarters beaten 
pp this night i tliey were difappointed, for fir Henry 
^ks adyifed to defer it. 
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CHAP, xxxvm. 

/ 

I 
THE EARL OP DOUGLAS, WHEN E^XCAMPED BE* 
FORE OTTERBOURNE, IS ATTACKED BY SIR 
HENRY PERCY, TO RE-CONQUER HIS PENNQIT, 
AND A GENERAL BATTLE ENSUES* 

/^)N the morrow, the Scots diflodged from before 
NewcafUe ; and, taking the road to their own 
country, they came to a town and caftie called 
Ponclau*, of which fir Haymon d'Alphel, a veyy 
valiant knight of Northumberland, was th§ Iqrdt 
They halted there about four o/clock in the morar 
ing, as they learnt the knight to be within it, and 
made preparations for the aflfault. This was done 
with fuch courage, that the place was won, and the 
knight made prifpner. After. they had burnt the 
town and caftie, they marched away for Otto:- 
bourne 1 9 which was eight englifh leagues front 
Newcaftle, and there encamped themfelves. 

This day, they made no attack j but, very early 
on the morrow, their trumpets founded, and thej 
made ready for the alfault, advancing toward the 



* ' Ponclau, Pontland, a village on the Blythe, about five 
miles from Newcaftle,' — W. S. 

f Otterbourae — is fo well known from this celebrated battle, 
and the old ballads, that it is almoft needlefs to (ay it is fituated 
in the pariih of filfdonj Northumberland. 

caftie. 
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caftle, which wiis tolerably ftrong, and iitoated 
among marfhes. They attacked it fo long and fo 
unfuccefsfully, th^t they were fatigued, and there- 
fore founded a retreat. When they had retired to 
^ their quarters, the chiefs held a council how to adt; 
and the greater part were, for decamping <Xk the 
morrow, without attempting more againft the caftle» 
to join their countrymen in the neighbourhood of 
Carlifle. But the earl of Douglas ovef ruled this, 
by faying j * In defjMte of fir Henry Percy, who th^ 
day beibVe yefterday declared he would v^t from 
me his pennon, that I conquered by fair deeds of 
arms before the gates of Newcaftle, I will riot de- 
part, hence for two or three days ; and we will re- 
new our attack on the caflle, for ic is to be taken : 
We (ball thus gain double honour, and fee if within 
that time he will come for his pennon : if he do, it 
fltail be well defended/ 

Every one agreed to what earl Douglas had faid ; 
for it was not only honourable, but he wa* the 
principal conrrmandcr j and, from affeftion to iiim, 
they quietly returned to their quarters. They made 
huts of trees and branches, and ftrongly Ssrttfie^ 
themfelves. They placed their baggage aad fer- 
tants at the entrance of the marih on the road to 
Newcaftle, and the cattle they drove into the marih 
lands. 

I will -return to fir Henry and fir Ralph Percy, 
who w ere greatly mortified that the earl of Douglas 
ihoutd have conquered their pennon in the ikirmifh 
before Newcaftle. They felt the riiore for this dif- 
gra9e> becaufe fir Henry had not kept his word ; 

fpr 
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for he had told the earl, t|iat be |hould never carry 
jhis pennon out of England, and this \\p had cs« 
plained to the knights who were with him in New* 
caftle. 

The EngUfii im;^gine4 the army under the eu^ 
of Douglas to be only the van of the 3cots, and 
that the main body was behind } for which reafon 
thofe knights who had the moil experience in ^rais^ 
and were the beft acquainted with warlike aftun, 
ftronglyoppofed the propofal of fir Henry Percy 
to puHue them. They fakl, — *Sir, many lofles 
happen in war: if the earl of Douglas has won 
your pennon, he has bought it dear enough ; for 
he has come to the gates to feek it, and has been 
well fought with. Another time you will gain 
from him as much, if ppt more. We fay fo^ be- 
caufe you know as well as we do, that the whole 
power of Scotland has taken the field. . We are not 
jfufficiently ftrong to offer them battle; and per- 
haps this fkirmiih may have been only a tx\ck to 
idraw us out of the town ; and if they be, as re- 
ported, forty thoufand ftrong, they will furrouiid 
us, and have us at their mercy. It is much better 
to lofe a pennon than two or three hundred knights 
and fquires, and leave our country in a defencelefs 
ftate.* 

This fpeech checked the eagernefs of the two 
brothers Percy, for they would not afl: contrary to 
the opinion of the council ; when other news was 
brQught them by fome knights and fquires who had 
followed and obferved the Scots, their numbers^ 
difpofition^ and wher^ they had halted. This wa6 

all 
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nil fully related by knights who had traverfed tha 
ivhole extent of country the Scots had pafied 
through, that they might carry to their lords the 
moft exaft information. . They thus fpoke,-— * Sir 
Henry and fir Ralph Percy, we come to tell you 
that we have followed the fcottifh army, and ob** 
ferved all the country where they now are. They 
^rft halted at Pontland, and took fir HaymoA de 
Alphel in his caftle : thence they went to Otter- 
bourne, and took up their quarters for the night. 
We are ignorant of what they did on the morrow, 
but they feemed to have taken meafures for a long 
ftay. We know for certain that their army does 
nfot confift of more than three thoufand men, in? 
eluding all forts.- 

Sir Henry Percy, on hearing this, was greatly 
rejoiced, and cried out ; ^ To horfe ! to horfe ! foF 
by the faith I owe my God, and to my lord and 
father, I will feek to recover my pennon, and to 
beat up their quarters this night.' • Such knights 
and fquires in Newe:aftle as learnt this were willing 
to be of the party, and made themfelves ready. . 

The bifhop of Durham was expefted daily at 
that town ; for he had heard of the irruption of 
the Scots, and that they were before it, in which 
were the fons of the earl of Northumberland prcr 
paring to offer them combat. The bifliop had col- 
lected a plumber of men, and was haftening to their 
affiftance, but fir Henry Percy would not wait 5 
for he was accompanied by fix hundred fpears, of 
knights and fquires, and upwards of eight thou- 
hud infantry, which, h^ faid, would be more 

than 
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thaii enough tx) fight the Scots, who Were biit three 
hundred lances and two thoufand others* 

When they were all aflembled, they left New^ 
caftle after dinner; and took the field in good ar^ 
ray, following the road the Scots had taken, mak« 
ing for Otterboume, which was eight fhort leagues 
diflant ; but they could not advance very ftdd, that 
their infantry might keep up with them. 

As the Scots were fupping, fome indeed wefe, 
gone to ileep, for they had laboured hard during 
the day, at the attack of the caflle, and intended 
renewing it in the cool of the morning, the Eng- 
lifli arrived, and miftook, at their 'entrance, the 
huts of the feryants for thofe of their maftersw— 
•They forced their way into the camp, which W2», 
ho wever,,$alcrably {trough fhouting out, * Percy! 
Percy !' In fuch cafes, you may fuppofe an alarm 
is foon given, and it was fortunate for the Scots 
•the Englifh had made their firft attack on their fef- 
vants' quarters, which checked them fome little. 
The Scots, expefting the Englifli, had prepared 
accordingly ; for, while the lords were arming 
themfelves, they ordered a body of their infantry 
to join their fervants and keep up the (Idrmifh. As 

• their men were armed, they formed themfelves un- 
: der the pennons of thq three principal barons, who 

each had his particular appointment. 

In the mean time, the night advanced, but it was 
fufficiently light ; for the moon fhone, and it was 

* the month of Auguft, when the weather is tempe- 
-. rate and ferene. 

When the Scots were cjuite ready, andpropetly 

arrayed,. 



arrayed^ they left their catnp in filence^ bm SAn6i 
march to meet the Englifh* They ikkted die fide 
bf » mountain which was hard by ^ for^ dming the. 
preceding day, they had well exanmfied the coirii^ 
try around, and faid among themfelres^ * Should 
the Engiifh come to beat up our quartd^i, we will 
do fo and fo/ and thus fettled their plans before* 
hand, which tras the faving of thdn } for h b of 
the greatefl: advantage to men at arms, when at« 
tacked in the night, to have previoufly arranged 
their mode of defence, and well to have weighed 
the chance of victory or defeat. 

The Englifh had foon overpowered ihe fervaa^ ; 
but, as they advanced into the camp', diey found 
freih bodies ready to oppofe them, aad to oomtinue 
the fight. The Scots, in the meantUne, mafched 
along the mountahi fide, and fell oil! tlie enenfiy^ 
Qank quite unexpe&edly, (hoiittng their criea.-^ 
This was a great furprife to the Englifii, who^ how« 
eter, formed themfelves in better order, and rein- 
forced that part of their army. The cries of ^ercjf 
and Douglas refounded on each fide. 

The battle now raged : great was tiie pufhing of 
lances, and very many of each party were ftruck 
down at the firft onfet. The Englifli being more 
ntimerous, and anxious to defeat the enemy, kept 
in a compafi: body^ and forced the Scots to retire^ 
who were on the point of being difcomfited«. 

The earl of Douglas bsing young, and iihpa- 
tieht to gain renown in arms, ordered his banner 
to advance, (houting^ ^ Douglas ! Douglas V Sir 
Henry and fir Ralph Percy, indignant for the af- 
front 
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front tht «ri of Douglas bad put. on them, by 
conquering their pennon^ and defiroul of meeting 
him, haftened to the place from which the fbusdi 
canie, calling out * Percy ! Percy !' 

The two banners met^ and many gallant deed^ 
of arms enfued: The £ngUih were in fuperior 
ftrength, and foUght fo luftily that they dtove back 
the Scots. Si^ Patrick Hepburne, and his fon oC 
the fame name, did honour to their knighthood and 
country, by their gallantry^ under the banner of 
Douglas, which would have been conquered but 
for the vigorous defence they made ; and this cir« 
ciimftance not only contributed to their perfonal 
credit, but the memory of it is continued witli 
htmOur^o their defcendants. 

I was made acquainted with all the particulars 
of this bs^le by knights and fquire^ who had been 
a&ors in it on each fide* There were alib^ witl^ 
the Englilh, two valiant knights from the county, 
of Foix, whom I had the good fortune to meet at 
Orthes the year after this battle had been fought* 
Their names were fir John de Chateauneuf and 
John de Caudron* On my return from Foix, I 
^et likewife at Avignon a knight and two fquire$ 
of Scotland, of the party of earl Douglas. They 
knew me again, from the recoUeflions I brought 
to their minds of their own country ; for in my 
youth, I, the author of this hiftory, travelled all 
through Scotland, and was full fifteen days refi* 
doit with William earl of Doug^las^ father of earl 
James, of whooi'we are now fpeaking, at his caflle 
of Didkeith, five miles diftant from Edinburgh. — 

Earl 
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Earl ^ithtB #ai then very youn^, but a pfbir3fing 
jouth, and he had a lifter called Blanche*. 
' 1 had my infotmation, therefore^ from both par* 
ties, who agreed that it ^as the hardeft and mod 
bbftinate battle that was ever fought. This I readily 
believed, for the Englifliand Scots are excellent 
men at arms, and whenever they meet iti battle they 
do npt fpare each other ; nor is there any check to 
their courage fo long as their weapons endure. — 
When they have well bfeaten each other, and end 
party is viftorioifs, they are fo proud of their con- 
queft, that they ranfom their prifoners inftantly,* 
tod in fueh courteous manner to thofe who have! 
been taken, that on their departure they return 
them their thanks. However, when in battle, there 
Is no boy^s play between them, nor do they fhrink 
from the combat ; and you will fee, in the furthef 
detdl of this battle, as excellent deeds performed 
ais were ever witnefled. 



* Blanche. £arl William Douglas was firfl married tor 
Margaret, daughter of the earl of Mar. By her he had two 
children, James, who fucceeded him in his honours, and* 
IfabeL 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE EARL OF DOUGLAS, IN RALLtlNGHlS MEN WHO 
WERE RETREATIKO, IS MORTALLY WOUNDED.—^ 
SIR RALPH PERCY, BADLY WOUNDED, SURRElJ* 
DERS TO SIR JOHN MAXWELL, WHO PUTS HiM lil 
THE HANDS OF THE EARL OF MORAY. 

« 

'•I 'HE knights and fquir^s of either party were 
anxious to continue the combat with vigour as 
long as their fpears might be capable of holding. 
Cowardice was there unknown, and the moft fplen- 
did courage was every where exhibited by the gal- 
lant youths of England and Scotland : they were 
fo clofely intermixed, that the archers' bows were 
ufelefs, and they fought hand to hand without 
either battalion giving way. The Scots behaveH 
moft valiantly, for the Engfifh were three to one. 
1 do not mean to fay the Etiglifli did not acquit 
themfelves well; for they would fooner be flain 
or made prifoners in battle, than reproached with 
flight. 

As I before mentioned, the two banners of Doii- 
glas and Percy met, and the men at arms, undeV 
each, exerted thetnfelVes by every means, to *jgaiji 
the vidory ; but the Eiiglifli, at this attack, werfe 
fo much the ftronger, that the Scots Were drtveft 

Vol. IX. S back* 
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back. The carl of Douglas, who was of a high 
fpirit, feeing his men rcpulfed, fei^ed a battle-axe 
with both his hands, like a gallant knight, and, to 
rally his men, dafhed into the midil of his enemies, 
and gave fuch blows on all around him, that no 
one could withftand them, but all made Avay for 
him on every fide ; for there were none fo well 
armed with helmets or plates but that they fuffered 
from his battle-axe. Thus he advanced, like an- 
other Heftor, thinking to recover and conquer the 
field, from his own prowefs, until he was met by 
three fpears that were pointed at him : one ftruck 
him on the fhoulder, another on the ftomach, near 
the belly, and the third . entered his thigh. He 
could never difengage himfelf from thefe fpears, 
but was borne to the ground fighting defperately. 
From that moment he never rofe again. Some 
of his knights and fquires had followed him, but 
not all J for, though the moon fhone, it was ra- 
ther dark. 

The three englifli lances knew they had ftruck 
down fome perfon of confiderable rank, but never 
thought it was earl Douglas : had they known it, 
they would have been fo rejoiced that their cou- 
rage would have been redoubled, and the fortune 
of the day had confequently been determined to 
their fide. The Scots were ignorant alfo of their 
lofs until the battle was over, otherwife they would 
certainly, frpm defpair, have been difcomfited. 

I will relate what befel the carl afterward. As 
toon as he fell, his head was cleaved with a battle- 
MXCs the fpear thruft through his thigh, and the 

main 
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main body of the Engliih marched over' him witht 
out paying any attention, not fuppofmg him to be 
their principal enemy. 

In another part of the field the earl of March 
and Dunbar combated valiantly ; and the Engliih 
gave the Scots full eibployment who had followed 
the earl of Douglas, and had engaged with the two 
Percies. 

The earl of Moray behaved fo gallantly in pur- 
fuing the Englifh, that they knew not how to refift 
him. 

Of all the battles that have been defcrib^d in 
this hiftory, great and fmall, this of which I am 
now fpeaking was the beil fought and the mofl; fe- 
vere ; for there was not a man, knight or fquire, 
who did not acquit himfelf gallantly, hand to hand 
with his enemy. It refembled fomething that of 
Cocherel, which was as long and as hardily dif- 
puted. 

The fons of the earl of Northumberland, fir 
Henry and fir Ralph Percy, who were the leaders 
of this expedition, behaved themfelves like good 
knights in the combat. Almofl a fimilar accident 
befel fir Ralph as that which happened to the earl 
of Douglas ; for, having advanced too far, he was 
furrounded by the enemy and feverely wounded, 
and, being out of breath, furrendered himfelf to 
a fcots knight, called fir John Makirel*, who was 
under the command, and of the houfehold, of the 
earl of Moray. 

* Makirel, — Maxwelle. — PMerton's Iliftoryof Scotland. 

S 2 When 
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. When mtde prifoner^ the knight aiked him Vfhs 
he was ; ibr it was dark, and he knew him not. Sir 
Ralph was fo weakened by loft of blood, which 
was flowing from his wound^ that he could fcaxcely 
avow himfelf to be fir Ralph Percy. * Well,' re- 
plied the knight, ' fir Ralph, refcued or not, you 
are my prifoner : my name is MaxwelU/ ' I agree 
to it,* faid fir Ralph, * but pay fome attention to 
me; for I am fb defperately wounded^ that my 
drawers and greaves are full of blood/ 

Upon this, the foots knight was very attentive to 
him J when fuddenly hearing the cry of Moray hard 
by, and perceiving the earl's banner advancing to 
him, fir John addreifed himfelf to the earl of Mo* 
ray, and faid,-—* My lord, I prefent you with fir 
Ralph Percy, as a prifoner ; but let good care be 
taken of Mm, for he is very badly wounded/ 

The earl ^as much pleafed at this^ and replied, 
* Maxwelle, thou haft well earned thy fpurs thii 
day/ He then ordered his men to take every care 
of fir Ralph, who bound up and ftaunched hit 
wounds. I'he battle ftill continued to rage, and 
no one could fay at that moment which fide would 
be the conqueror, for there were very many capturei 
and refcues that hever came to my knowledge. 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE EARL OF DOUGLAS, THOUGH MORTALLY WOUND- 
ED, ORDERS HIS BANNER TO BE RAISED, AS THt 
BEARER HAD BEEN SLAINT, AND FORBIDS HIS LA- 
MENTABLE STATE TO BE MADE KNOWN TO HIS 
MEN, URGING THEM ON TO THE COMBAT, BY 
WHICH THEY DEFEAT THEIR ENEMIES AND MAKE 
SIR HENRY PERCY WITH MANY MORE PRI« 
SONERS. 

'jTHE joiing earl of Dqyglas had thi^ night per» 
formed wonders in arms. When he was ftruck 
down, there was a great crowd round hiip ; and he 
could not raife himfelf, for the blow pn his h^d 
was mortal. His men had followed him as clofely 
as they were able ; and there came tQ him his cou* 
fins, fir James Lindfay, fir John and fir Wake? 
Sinclair, with other knights and fqulres. They 
found by his fide a gallant knight that had qon* 
ilantly attended him, who was his chaplain, and 
had at this time exichanged bis profef&on for that 
of a valiant man at arms. The whole night he had 
follQwed the earl with his battle-axe in hand, and 
had by his exertions more than once repulfed the 
EngUfli. This conduQ: gained the thanks of his 
countrymen, and turned out to his advantage, for 
in the fame year he was promoted to the archdea- 
conry and made canon of Aberdeen. His name 

wa4 



was fir William de Norbcnich *. To fay the truth, 
he was well formed in all his limbs to fliine in bat- 
tle, and was feverely wounded at this combat. 

When thefe knights came to the earl of Dou- 
glas, they found him in a melancholy ftate, as well 
as one of his knights, fir Robert Hart, who had 
fought by his fide the whole of the night, and now 
lay befide him, covered with fifteen wounds from 
lances and other weapons. 

Sir John Sinclair alked the earl, * Coufin, how 
fares it with you?' * But fo fo,' replied he, — 
* Thanks to God, there are but few of my ancef- 
tors who have died in chambers or in their beds* 
I bid you, therefore, revenge my death, for I have 
but little hope of living, as my heart becomes every 
minute more faint. Do you Walter and fir John 
Sinclair raife up my banner, for certainly it is on 
the ground, from the death of David CoUemine, 
that valiant fquire, who bore it, and who refiifed 
knighthood from my hands this day^ though he 
was equal to the moil eminent knights for courage 
or loyalty, and continue to fliout ' Douglas !* but 
do not tell friend or foe whether I am in your com- 
pany or not } for, fhould the enemy know the truth, 
they will be greatly fejoiced/ 

The two brothers Sinclair, and fir John Lind- 
fay, obeyed his orders. The banner was raifed 
arid * Douglas !' fhouted. Their men, who had 
remained behind, hearing the fhoUts of ^ Douglas, 
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* William of North Berwick. See note^ p. 271. 

Douglas^!* 
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Douglas !' fo often repeated, afcended a finall emi« 
nence, and pufhed their lances with fucb courage 
that the Englifh wefe repulfed, and many killed or 
ftruck to the ground. The Scots, by thus vali- 
antly driving the enemy beyond the fpot where the 
earl of Douglas lay dead, for he had expired on 
giving his lail orders, arrived at his banner, which 
was borne by fir John Sinclair. Numbers were 
continually increafmg, from the repeated (houts of 
^ Douglas !' and the greater part of the fcots knights 
and fquires were now there. 

The earls of Moray and March, with their ban* 
ners and men, came thither alfo. When they were 
all thus collefbed, perceiving the Englifli retreat^, 
they renewed the battle with greater vigour than 
before. To fay the truth, the Englifh had harder 
work than the Scots, for they had come by a forced 
march that evening from Newcaftle oh Tyne, 
which was eight englifh leagues diftant, to meet the 
Scots, by which means the greater part were ex- 
ceedingly fatigued before the combat began. The 
Scots, on the contrary, had repofed themfelves, 
which was to them of the utmoft advantage, as was 
apparent from the event of the battle. In this laft 
attack, they fo completely nd|>ulfed the Englifh^ 
that the latter could never rally again, and the for- 
mer drove them far beyond where the earl of Dou* 
glas lay on the ground. Sir Henry Percy, during 
this attack, had the misfortune to fall into the 
hands of the lord Montgomery, a very valiant 
knight of Scotland. They had long fought hand 
to hand with much valpur, and without hindrance 
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from any one ; for there was neither knight nor 
fquire of either party who did not find there his 
equal to fight with, and all were fully engaged. In 
the end, fir Henry was made prifoner by the lord 
Montgomery. 

You would have feen, in this engagement, fuch 
knights and fquires as fir Mark Adremench, fir 
Thomas Avermerfquin, fir William, fir James ^d 
fir Alexander Lindfay, the lord Saltoun, fir John 
Sandilands, fir Patrick Dunbar, fir John and fir 
Walter Sinclair, fir Patrick Hepburne and his two 
fons, the lord Montgomery, fir John Meflurel, fir 
John Gladwin, fir William Redone, fir William 
Stuart, fir John Haliburton, fir John Alidier, fir 
Robert Landre, fir Alexander Ramfay, fir Alex* 
ander Frazer, fir John Ermoufcon, fir William 
Varlan, David Fremin, Robert Colomone and his 
two fons, John and Robert, who were that day 
Igiighted, and a hundred other knights and fquires, 
whofe names I cannot remember ; but there xyas 
not one who did not moft gallantly perform his part 
in this engagement. 

On the fide of the Englifh, there were fir Ralph 
de Longble, fir Matthew Redman, fir Robert 
Aveugle, fir Thomas Graty, fir Thomas Helquon, 
fir Thomas Abreton, fir John de Liebon, fir Wil- 
liam Valfincon, the baron de Helcon, fir John de 
Copledup, fenefchal of Yorl^, and many more, 
who on foot maintained the fight yigoroufly, both 
before and after the capture of fir Henry Percy. 

' The battle was feverely fought on each fide j but, 
fuch is the ficklenefs of fortune, that though the 

EngUfh 
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Englilh were a more numerous body of able mca 
at arms, and at the fird onfet had repulfed the 
Scots, they in the end loil the field ; and all the 
above-named knights, except fir Matthew Redmao, 
governor of Berwick, were made prifoners. But 
he feeing they were defeated without hopes of re- 
covery, and the Englifh flying in all dire&ions, 
while his brother-kiughts were furrendering them- 
felves to the Scots, mounted his horfe, and rode 
oflf.^ 

Juft as the defeat took place, and while the com- 
bat was continued in diflFerent parts, an englifh 
fquire, whofe name was Thomas Veletem, and at- 
tached to the houfehold of lord Percy, was fur- 
rounded by a body/of Scots* He was a handfome 
man, and, as he (hewed, valiant in arms. He had 
that and the preceding night been employed in col- 
lefting the beft arms, and would neither furrender 
nor deign to fly. It was told me, that he had made 
a vow to that purpofe, and had declared at feme 
feaft in Northumberland, that at the- very firft 
meeting of the Scots and Englifh, he would acquit 
himfelf fo loyally that, for having flood his ground, 
he fhould be renowned as. the befl combatant of 
both parties. I alfo heard, for I never faw him, 
that I know of, that his body and limbs were of a 
flrength befitting a vigorous combatant ; and he 
performed fuch deeds of valour, when engaged 
with the banner of the earl of Moray, as aflonilhed 
the Scots, but he was flain while thus valiantly 
fighting. They would willingly have made him a 
prifoner for his courage ; and feveral knights pro- 
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pofed It to him, but in vain, for he thought Tie 
(hould be aflifted by his friends. 

Thus died Thomas Felton, while engaged with 
a coufin of the king of Scotland, called Simon 
Gladwin, much lamented by his party. 

According to what I heard, this battle was very 
bloody from its commencement to the defeat : but 
when the Scots faw the Englifli were difcomfited 
and furrendering on all fides, they behaved cour- 
teoufly to them, faying, ' Sit down and difarm 
yourfelves, for I am your matter,* but never in- 
fulted them more thkn if they had been brothers. 

The purfuit lafted a long time, and to the length 
of five englifli miles. Had the Scots been in fuffi- 
cient numbers, none would have efcaped death or 
captivity ; and if fir Archibald Douglas, the earl 
of Fife, the earl of Sutherland, with the divifion 
that had marched for Carlifle, had been there, they 
would have taken the bifliop of Durham and the 
town of Newcaftle on Tyne, as I fliall explain to 
you*. 

CHAF. 



^ Through the kindnels of my friends at Edinburgh^ parti- 
cularly Dr. Robert Anderfon and Walter Scott, Esq. to whom 
the public are indebted for many inftru6tive and amufing per- 
formances/ I am enabled to clear up, in fome meafure^ my 
>■ hiilorian*s blunders in the namte of the heroes at this celebrated 
' battle^ and to add a few more particulars concerning it. 

' The prefent man (ion of Otterbourne, belonging to Mr, 
Ellis of Newcaftle, is founded upon the ancient callle or tower 
which Douglas was befieging when attacked by Percy, The 

field 
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CHAP. XU. 

THE BISHOP OF DURHAM IS ANXIOUS TO SUCCOUR 
THE ENGLISH AND RESCUE SIR HENRY PERCY, 
BUT IS SO BADLY SUPPORTED BY HIS MEN, THAT 
H£ IS FORCED TO RETREAT.*— HE MAKES SJR 
' JAMES LINDSAY PEISONER, WHO HAD TAKEN SIR 
MATTHEW REDMAN. 

TTHE fame evening that fir Henry and fir Ralph 
Percy had left Newcaflle, the bifhop of Dur- 
ham, with the remainder of the forces of that dif- 
trid, had arrived there and fupped. While feated 

at 



field of battle is ftill called Battlc'Crofts. There is a crols 
eredled on the fpot where Douglas fell/ 

See the two ballads on this battle, publifhed by Dr. Percy in 
' his Reliques of Ancient Engliih Poetry, and by Walter Scott, 
£fq. in his Border Mindrelfy : from the fcots ballad I extradt 
as follows. 

' Douglas was arnied with an iron mace, which few but he 
could wield, and rufhed into the combat, followed only by his 
chaplain and his two fquires. Before his followers could come 
up, their brave leader lay ftretched on the ground, with three 
mortal wounds, and his two fquires dead by his fide: the pried 
alone, arm^ with a lance^ was protecting his mailer from far- 
ther injury. * I die like my forefathers,' faid the expiring hero, 
' in a field of battle^ and not on a bed of (icknefs. Conceal 
my deaths defend my fUndard, aiid avenge my fall. It is aa 

old 
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at table, he^confidered that he ihould nqt zSt very 
honourably if he remained in' the town while his 
countrymen had taken the field. In confequence, 
he rofe from table, ordered his horfes to be fad- 
died, and his trumpets to found for thofe who had 

horfes 



old proverb^ that a dead man (hall ^in a fields and I hope it 
will be accomplifhed this night/ 

* The two fqtiires of the body to Douglas were Robert Hart 
and Simon Glendianing : th« chaplain,. Richard Lundic^ after- 
wards archdeacon of Aberdeen. 

* The banner of Douglas was borne by his natural fon^ 
Archibald Douglas^ anceftor of the family of Cavers^ heredi- 
tary (heriffs of Tiviotdale^ amongft whofe archieves this glo- 
rious relic is flill preferred. The eart, at the onfet, is (aid to 
have charged his fon to^iefend it to the laft drop of bia bipod. 

* Hotfpur, for his ranfom to the lord Montgomery^ built the 
caitle of Penoon^ in Ayr(hire, belonging to the family of Mont- 

. gomery, now earls of Eglintoun.* 

In this ballad, Douglas is faid to hare been murdered by one 
of his own men^ and« In the introductory difcourfe^ there 
(eems to have been a traditionary foundation for it^ and the very 
perfon is named that was fuppofed to have done the deed; but 
Mr. Scott reje^ls this as totally untrue^ and arifing from the 
^ common defire of affigning Ibme remote and extraordinary caufe 
for the death of a great man. 

Dr. Percy fays in a note, that ^ Otterbourne is near the old 
wailing ilreet road, in the parifh of Elidon. The Scots were 
encamped on a graily plain near the river Bead. The place 
where the Scots and Englifh fought is dill called Battle-rigg8»* ^ 

Warriors mentioned by Frolffart as engaged et Otferbaume: 
^ Sir Robert Avercequi. Erlkine. Sir Robert £rikine of 
.^ Alva was taken at Homeldown. 

* Sir Mwrc Ordrennen. A terrible corruption of John Gror- 
doo> kiHed in the battle. Perhaps (like one ef hia fons) be 

was 
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hoiCes to make themfelTes ready, a^3 the mfantiy 
to be drawn out in array for quitting the place. 

When they had all left it, they amounted to St- 
Ten thoa&nd men j that is, two thoufand on horfs 
back and five thouiand on foot Although it wMi 

now 
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Was called fjamiliarly fir Jock Gordon. He wu lord of Hunt- 
ley. 

' The lord de Sechin. William created kxd Seton by Ro« 
bert III. 

* Sir John de Sobelans. Sir John Sandilaiids. He manied 
a daughter of Robert II. 

^ Sir Patrick Soh(^bone. Sir Patrick Hepburn^ lopd of 
Hailes. He repelled the defperate affault made by the Engttik 
upon the Handard of Douglal. 

' Sir John Malifiiel. JSlr John Marwell> anciently fpelled 
Maccufwal. He is mention«i in the old ballad in Bercy't Re« 
liquet, 

' Sir Adam Gladiviti. Glendonwin^ or Gleadinmag aspto* 
nounced. He was. ilaih in the battle cloie to Doiiglas. Hti 
tiame was Simon^ not Adam. 

' Sir William de Rednrifi. Perhaps Rutherford^ fpelled to* 
ciently Ridderford of £dger(lone. 

* Sir William Stanac. Probably Stronach^ an ancient ibot>- 
ti(k name, or perhaps a blunder for fir Walter Scott, a great 
warrior, who was afliiredly in the engagement. He was kiUei 
at Homeldown. 

* Sir John de Halpebreton. Sir John Haliburten of Dirle* 
ton. 

* Sir Alidier latidre. Sir Alexander Lauder of the Baft, a 
renowned hero. 

' Sir William de MotbeAth. Sir William Mottbray. 
' Sir Maubert Here. Sir Robert Hart, who was flain befide 
Douglas, fiee Bany's Pbem. 
« Sir WilRam de Wakratm Ptobably a fbrt^er/ 

' Sir 
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now nigbty £tfey took the road toward Otter- 
baurne ; but they had. not advanced a league from 
Newcaftle before intelligence wa$ brought that the 
Englilh M'ere engaged with the Scots. * On this, the 
bifhop halted his men ; and feveral more joined 

them. 
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' Sir John Amourilan. Sir John Edmondftoune. It feems 
very unlikely that Haggerik)une fought on the fide of Scotland. 

' David Filium — is trandated by lord Berners, ^ Davy his 
fon ;* that is^ fir John £dmon(loune*8« I can think of no 
icottifh name refembling FUiuni, and none fuch occurs in the 
account of the battle given by our hillorians. 

* Robert Colennie. Perhaps Robert Campbell. 
•. Sir William de Fif. Sir William Fife. 

* Compte d'Aftrodeme, Earl of Strathernc. 

* Sir Raoul de Lombre. Sir Ralph Bulmer. 

^ Sir Raoul Demeren. I fufpe^ that by one of tliofe inver- 
Hons which are incident to a perfon fpelling an unknown name 
from the pronunciation, FroiiTart may have written de Meren 
for de Mener, which would give us the name Manners, well 
known in northern warfare. 

' Sir Robert Angle. Here, I fufpe^^, we have again one of 
the Langleys. There is not, that I have noticed^ a family of 
Angles in the north of England. 

' Sir Thomas Grea. Sir Thomas Gray, anceflor of lord Tan- 

kerville. 

* Sir Thomas Holcon. Holton, or Hilltown, the t and t 

being eafily midaken in old MSS. 

' Sir John Felcon. Felton. He was high fberifT of North- 
umberland in the 14th of Richard II. and held by grand fer- 
geantcy the manor of Wed Matfen. 

' Sir John de Lierbon. Sir John Lilburne, a great north* - 
umbrian warrior. 

' Sir William Wanichon. Very likely Widdrington. 

* Sir Thomas Aboiton. Abington, or Boynton. 

* Le Baron de Helcon. William Camaby was lord of the 

manM 
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them, out of breath from the coinbat Tbcy: wex^ 
aiked how the affair went : they rq)Ued, ^ Badly, 
and unfortunatejly : we are defeated, and here are 
the Scots cloTe at our heels/ 

This fecond intelligence^ being wotife than the 

firft. 



manor of Hallton and Hallton- tower in Qth of Henry IV. It 
came Into his family by marriage with the helr«fema1e of Wil- 
liam de Halton, hightheriflf of Northumberland in the 25tb of 
Edward I. See Dugdale, vol. II. p. g2. & Efceat. de anno 
nono Henrici quarti. 

' Sir John Colpedie. Copelaad. 

' Sir Aymen d*Alphel. Raymond Delaval. 

' Johii Makirel. From hi$ holding under the earl of Moray, 
and other circumftances, this gallant fquire feems to have been 
John Maxwell -, that name being anciently fpelled. and perhaps 
pronounced Maccufwal : an /exchanged of r would make Mac- 
cural. 

' William de Norbenick. William of North Berwick. Ma- 
jor, fpeaking of this valiant pried, fays, that the chaplain of 
every fcottifh baron fought by his (ide. 

* Meflire Marc Adremcnch. Sir Malcolm Drummond.-^ 
Three years before the battle, he had 400 livres out of the mo- 
ney brought over by John de Vienne. 

' MefT. Thomas Avremefquin. Sir Thomas Erfkine^ an- 
cellor of the family of Mar. 

' Le feigneur de Saulcon. William de Abemethy, lord of 
Saltoun in Eail Lothian. 

' Sir John Saintdelanx. A various fpelling of Sandelands, * 

^ Sir John MelTurel. Either John Maxwdl before mentioned, 
or John Marihal. 

' Meflf. John Gladwin. We have no fuch fcottiih name as 
Gladwin. Barry mentions a young knight, named Grledftane, 
as having fallen, 

' MeCr. William de Redone. Perhaps William de Riddel. 

' Meflf. John Alidieff* Sir John of Ltudcr/quafi a Lander. 

' Meff. 
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firfty gave the ahrm to feveral, who broke from 
their ranks ; and when, ihortly after, crowds came 
to them flying like men defeated, they were panic- 
flruck> and fo frightened with the bad news, that 
the bifliop of Durham could not retain five hun- 
dred of his men together. 



' Meff*. Rbbert Landre. Sir Robert Lundie, famed for tus 
emmge in the battle. 

* MeflT. John Ermoufcon. Sir John Armftrong. 

« Meff. William Varlan. Sir William WardUw. - 

* David Fremin. David Fleming. 

* Robert Colomme. Perhaps Campbell. 

* English. 
^ Raoiil de Longbl^. Ralph de Langley, a powerful family 
itt Northumberland, long lords of Langley Callle. 

* Robert Aveugle. Robert of Ogle. 

* Thomas Graty. Either Gray or Thomas of Grayftock.; 
the former moft likely. 

« Thomas Hellquon. Hilltor, Halltown or Hatton. 

* Thomas Abretown. Thomas Abington. 

< John Liebon. John Lit burn, above mentioned. 

* Thomas Valfincon. William WnKingham. 

* Le baron de Helcon. The lord of Halltown. 

' Sir John de Colpedop. Sir John Copeland of Copeland 
Cail)e in Northumberland, ^ 

« Thomas Veleton. Thomas Felton. The proweis t£ this 
iquire feems to have given rife to the ilory of Weddringtoii in 
Chevy Chace. 

< Froiffart d^es not mention John Swinton of Swkitoii, who 
made a great figure at the battle of Ottefboume^ and wai t)^ 
fime peribn who fotight with the French at the barriers of the 
town of Noyon, in fir Robert Knolles* expeditbn in 1370, 
called by Froiffart AlTueton,* and which I tranilated Seton^ tb^ 
Miafiretfy of the Borders not being then pubtiAied. This hero 

at the battle of Homeidow^* 
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Now, fuppofing a large body Had cdtfie iipoii 
them and followed them in their flight (with the 
addition of its being night), to regain the towh^^ 
would not there have beeii mtich mifbhief ? for 
thofe acquainted with arms imagine the alarm Wotild 
have been fq great, that the Scots wdtlld have forced 
their viray into the place with them; 

When the bishop of Durham, who wis eag^f td 
Reinforce the Englifli, faw hi^ own men thus joiii* 
the runaways in their iSight^ he demanded froih fir 
William de Luffy*, fir Thomas Cliflford and Other 
knights of his dompariyi what they were now to 
do ? Thefe knight^ could not, or would not ad- 
vife him : for to return without having done any 
thing would be diflionourable, and to advance 
feemed attended with danger, they therefore fe^ 
inained filentj but the longer they waited^ the 
Inore their men decreafed in numbiits. 

The biftiop at length faid, — ^ Gentlemen, every 
thing confidered, there is no honour in fool-hardi- 
nefsi ^^^ is it requifitc that to one misfortiine we 
add another : we hear and fee that our men are de-- 
feated: thb i^t cannot remedy; for, (hould we 
attempt to reinforce them, we fcarcely know Tirhi- 
ther we {hould go, hor what numbers the ehemjr 
confift of. We will return this night to Newcaftle,- 
and to^mofrdw re-aflTemble and march to find our 
cbcmfcs/ They replied; ^ €rod aflift tis in it I*— »^ 
tJpoii this tbey marched back to Newcaltle. 

* DeLofly. d. iMsy: 

Vot'.iXx t bbferve 
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Obfcrve the confequences of this alarm j for kad 
they remained fteady in a body, as they had left 
Newcadle, and forced the runaways to return with 
them, they muft have defeated the Scots, which 
was the ophuon of many. But it was^ not to be fo, 
and the Scots remained vidorious. 

I will fay fomething of fir Matthew Redman, 
who had mounted his horfe to efcape from the bat- 
tle, as he alone could not recover the day. On 
his deparure, he was noticed by fir James Undfay, 
a valiant fcots knight, who was near him, and, 
through courage and the hope of gain, was de- 
firous of purfuing him. His horfe was ready, and 
leaping on him with his battle-axe hung at his neck, 
^nd fpear in hand, galloped after him, leaving his 
men and the battle, and came fo clofe to him, that 
he might, had he chofen, have hit him with his 
lance j but he faid, — * Ha, fir knight, turn about : 
it is difgraceful thus to fly : I am James Lindfay ; 
and, if you do not turn, I will drive my fpear into 
your back.* Sir Matthew made no reply, but (luck 
fpurs harder into his horfe than before. In thi; 
ftate did the chace laft: for three miles, when fir 
Matthew's horfe fiiumbling under him, he leaped 
off, drew his fword from the fcabbard, and put 
himfelf in a pofture of defence. The fcots knight 
made a thrufl at him with his lance, thinking to. 
firike him on the breaft ; but fir Matthew, by Writh- 
ing his body, efcaped the blow, and the point of 
the lance was buried in the ground, and there re- 
mained fixed. Sir Matthew now ftepped forward^ 
and with his fword cut the fpear in two. * 

Sir 
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Sir James Lindfay, finding he had loft his lance^ 
flung the (haft on the ground, and, difmountihg^ 
grafped his battle-axe, which was flung acrofs his 
ihoulder, and handled it with one hand very dexte« 
roufly, for the Scots are accuftomed thus to ufe it, 
attacking the knight with renewed courage, who 
defended himfelf with much art. They purfued 
each other for a long time, one with the battle-axe 
and the other with the fword, for there was no one 
to prevent them ; but, at laft, fir James laid about 
him fuch heavy blows, that fir Matthew was quite 
put of breath, which made him furrender ) andhe 
faid, ^ Lindfay, I yield myfelf to you.' 

^ Indeed !' replied the fcots knight, ^ refcued or 
hot/ ^ I confent,' faid fir Matthew : ^ you will 
take good care of me.' ^ That I will,' anfwer^d 
fir James. Sir Matthew on this put his fword in 
thefcabbard, and faid, ^ N0W9 ^^^t do you re- 
quire of me, for I am your prifoner by fair con- 
queft ?' ^ And what is it you would wifli me to 
do ?' replied fir James. * I fliould like,' anfwered 
fir Matthew, ^ to return to Newcaftle ; and, with- 
in fifteen days, I will come to you in any part of 
Scotland you fliall appoint.' ^ I agree,' £ud fir 
James, ^ on your pledging yourfelf, that within 
three weekly you be in Edinburgh ; and wherever 
you may go, you acknowledge yourfelf as my 
prifoner.' 

Sir Matthew having fwom to obferve thefe con« 
ditions> each fought his horfe, that was pafturing 
hard by, and, having mounted, took leave and de- 

T 2 parted. 
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pdfted, fir JaniQS by the way he had cotne^ to join 
his countrymen, and fir Matthettr to Kewcaftl^ 

Sir James, from the darknefs of the night, at 
the moon did not fhine very clear^ miftook hk 
f oad, and had not advanced half a league before 
he fell in with the bifhop of Durham and mora 
than five hundred Englifh : he might have ef<:aped 
this danger had he chofen it, but he thought they 
were his friends in purfuit of the enemy. When 
in the midft of them, thofe nearefl aiked who be 
was. He replied, * I am fir James Lindfay.' Upon 
this, the bifliop, who was within hearing, pofhed 
forward and faid, * Lindfay, you are taken : fur* 
tender yourfelf to me.* * And who are yon ?' faid 
liiildfay. * I am the bifhop of Durham/ ^ And 
where do you cotne from ?' added Lindfay* ^ By 
tny faith, friend, I intended being at the battle, but 
unfortunately wa& too late ; and in defpair I am re* 
turning to Newcaftle, whither you will accompany 
me/ * If ydu infifl *on it, I mufl comply,' an* 
fwered fir James } ^ but I have made a prifoneff 
and am now one myfelf : fuch is the chance of war/ 
* Whom have you takea?' afked the bifhop. * I 
have captured and ranfomed, after a long purfuitf 
fir Matthew Redman/ ^ And where it hei' faid 
the bidiop. ^ On my faith,' replied fur James^ 
^ he h returned to Newcaftle : he entreated I would 
allow him three weeks liberty, which I complied 
with/ * Well, well/ faid the bifhop, * let u& get 
on to Newcaflle, where you fball converfe with 
him/ 

Tbu« 
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irhus they returnod to Nevcaftle^ fir Js^aoies liftfU 
iky us |>rifoiier to die bibop of Durham. Uji^er 
the banner of the earl of March, a f<)utre of Gufi* 
cony, John de Chlteauneuf, was made prifoner^ as 
was bis companion, John de Cauteron^ under tbr 
banner of the eail of Moray* 
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CHAP. XLH. 

THE BISHOP OF DURHAM MARCHES ON THS ItfOH* 
ROW OF THE BAITLE TO THE SCOTS CABfl^, BUT 
BUTIRES WITHOUT DARING TO ATTACK IT.— H«f« 
SCOTS RETURN TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 

'gEFORE the dawn of day, the fkld was dear of 
combatants. The Scots had retired within 
their camp, and had fent fcouts and parties of ilight 
" horfe towards Newcaftle and on the adjacent jroadSy 
to obferve whether the Englifli were coUe£ting in 
any large bodies, that they might not a fecond time 
be fupprifed. 

This was wifely done ) for when the biihop of 
Durham was returned to Newcaille, and had dit 
vmed himfelf at his lodgings, he was very melani* 
<:h61y at the unfortunate news ;he had heard,^ that 
hiscoufms, the fons of the earl of Northumbeiv 
land, and all the ;knights who had followed them» 
wer^ either ta^e^ oir flavi. De fent for ^U kmght$ 

and 
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and fquires at the time in Neweafltle, and 4eQ^4e4 
if they would fuffer things to remain in their pre* 
ftnt ftate, for that they would be difgraced ihoul4 
they return without ever feeing their enemies.. — 
They held a council, and determined to arm them- 
felves by fun-rife, and to march horfe and foot 
after the Scots to Otterbourne and oflFer them 
battle. This refolution was publifhed thrpugh- 
put the town, and the truippets founded ^t the 
appointed hour. 

The whole army made thepifelves ready, apd 
were drawn up before the bridge. About fun-rife 
they left Newcaftle, through the gate leading to 
Berwick, and followed the road to Otterbourne* 
They amounted in the who}e3 including hoi'fe and 
foot, to ten thoufand men. 

They had riot advanced two leagues before it 
was fignified to the Scots, that the bifhop of Dur- 
ham had rallied his troops and was on hi(6 
mareh to give them battle. This was likewise 
confirmed by their fcouts, who brought the fame 
inj^elligence. 

Sir Matthew Redman, on his return to New:» 
caftle, told the event of the battle, and of his h^ 
ing made prifoner by fir James Lindfay, and learnt^ 
to his furprife, from the bifhop, or . from fome of 
his people, that fir James had in his turn been taken 
by the bifhop. As foon, therefore, as the bifhop 
had quitted Newcaflle, fir Matthew went to h\$ 
lodgings in fearch of his mafter, whom he found 
very melancholy, looking out of a window. * What 
has brought yoft here, fir James E* was the find fa- 
lute 



lute of fir Matthew. Sir James, intcm^pdng h& 
melancholy thoughts, advanced to meet him, bade 
him good day, and replied,-*-* By my faith, Red- 
man, ill luck ; for I had no fooner parted with 
you, and was returning home, than I fell in with 
the bifhop of Durham, to whom I am prifoner, in 
like manner as you are to me. I believe there will 
be no need of your coming to Edinburgh to obtsun 
your ranfom, for we may finiih the bufindis here if 
my mafter confent to it.' 

* We (hall foon agree as to that,^ replied Red* 
man $ * l}ut you muft come and dine with me *, for 
the bifliop and his men have marched to attack your 
countrymen* ^^ I know not what fuccefs they will 
have, nor ihall we be informed till their return/ 
^ I accept your invitation,' anfwered Lindfay. In 
fuch manner did thefe two enjoy each other's com* 
pany in Newcaftle. 

The barons and knights of Scotland, on being 
informed of the bifhop of Durham's approach with 
ten thou&nd men, held a council, whether to 
march away or abide the evmt. On mature c<A«- 
iideration, they refolved on the latter, from the 
difficulty of finding fo ftrong a pofition to defend 
themfelves and guard their prifoners, of whom 
they had many. Thefe they could not carry away 
with them, on account of the wounded, nor were 
they willing to leave them behind. They formed 
themfelves in a ftrong body, and had fortified their 
camp in fuch manner that it could be entered by 
only one pafs* They then made their prifoners 

fwear. 
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fwiear, diat refcued or not they would aeknoivledge 
IJiemfelves prifoners. 

When this was all done, they ordered their min. 
ftrels to play as merrily as they could. The Scot^ 
have a cuflomi when aflembled in arms, for thofe 
whp are on foot to be well dreHed, each having a 
^rge horn ilun^ T'^und his neck, in the maimer of 
Jiunters, luid when they blow all together, die 
horns being of different fizes, the noife h fb great 
it inay be heard four mile? off", to the great difmay 
of their enemies and their own delight. The foots 
^mmanders ordered this fort of mufic now to be 
played. 

' The bifliop of Durham with his banner, under 
which were at lead ten thoufand men, had fcarcely 
approached within a league of the Scots,, when they 
^egan to play fuch a concert, that it feemed as if 
all the devils in hell had come thither to join in the 
npife, fo that thofe of the Englifli who had neveir 
before heard fuch, were much frightened. Thi$ 
<:oncert lafted ^ confiderable time, and then ceaied. 
^ter a paufe, when they thpy^ht the Englifli 
were within half a league, they recommenced it, 
continuing it as long as before, when it zgusji 
(:eafed. 

The bifhop, however, kept advancing with his 
men in battle-array until they came within fight of 
the enemy, two bow-fliots off: the Scots then be- 
gan to play louder than before, and for a longer 
time, during which the bifhop examined with fur« 
prife how well they had chofen theii: encampment, 

and 



l^nd ftrengthened it to their advantage*. Borne 
' knights held a council how they fhould aft, and it 
feemed that, after much deliberation, they thought 
it not advifable to rKk an attack, for there were , 
greater chances of lofi$ than gain, but determined 
to return again to Newc^e. 
. The Scots, perceiving the EngUih wer^ retreat- 
ing, and that there was no appearance of any bat- 
tle, retired within their camp to refreih themfelves 
with meat and liquon They then made prepara- 
tions for departure : but 'becaufe fir Ralph Percy 
had been dangeroufly wounded, he begged of his 
mafter to allow him to return to Newcaftk, or 
wherever elfe in Northumberland he might have 
his wounds better attended to, and remain there 
until cured ; and in cafe this favour was granted 
him, as foon as he ihould be able to mount a horfe, 
he pledged to furrender himfelf at Edinburgh, or 
in any other part of Scotland. 

The earl of Moray, under whofe banner he ha4 
been taken, readily aflented to this requefl^ and 
had a litter prepared for hioh In a.fimilar man* 
ner,^ fever al knights and fquires obtained their li* 
berty; fixing on a time to return in p^rfon to thofe 
who had captured them, or to fend the amount of 
their ranfoms** 

I was 



* The ranfoms were efti mated at 200,000 francs. Ro- 
bert III. granted to Heniy Prefton, for f he redemption of 
^alph Percyj. the lands and barony of Frondin^ Aberdeenfhire^ 

the 



' ! %as told by thofe vtrho were of the viflorfouiJ 
{>arty, that at this battle, which was fought in the 
yeat of grace 1388, between Newcaftleand Otter* 
bdUtAej Oii the 19th dfty of Auguft, there were 
taken of left dead on the fields on the fide of the 
Engliih, one thoufand^nd forty me^ of all defcrip^^ 
tfons^ ' iti* the purfuit^ eighteen hundred and forty, 
and iSiore than one thoufand wounded* Of the 
Scots, there were only about one hundred flain, 
tod two hundred made prifoners. 

As the EngUfli were flying, they at times rallied^ 
tttid reiiUitied to combat thofe who were purfuing 
them^ whenever they thought they had a favour- 
able opportunity, and it was thus their lofs was fo 
confiderablc in the purfuit. You may judge from 
^he number of killed and prifoners on each fide^ if 
this battle wits not hardily fought* 

When every thing had been arranged, and the 
dead bodies of the earl of Douglas, fir Robert 
lliut and fir Simon Glendinning were inclofed 
within cofBns, and placed on cars^ they began their 
march, carrying with them fir Henry Percy and 
upwards of forty englifh knights. They took the 
road to Melrofe on the Tweed, and on their de* 
p^rture they fet^fire to their huts. They lodged 
this night in England without any oppofition,. and 



tbe tovCn of Fyvie and piztt thereof^ the town of Melkle Gad* 
dtes> the five-mark land of Parkhill. Scots Cal. f. lO-l.— « 
l^'foiiTart apparently errs in the name of his captor ; yet Mar 
had 20t^ a year for a third of it, the whole exceeding 6O0L-^ 
^fMkt:rton*s Hi/i, ef Scotland, vol, ii. p. 41. note. 

on 
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on the morrow decamped very early and arrived at 
Melrofe, which is an abbey of black monks, fiti^ 
lated on the borders of the two kingdoms. i 

They there halted, and gave direiEtions to the 
friars for the burial of the earl of Douglas, whof^ 
obfequies were very reverently performed on (hp 
fecond day after their arrival* His body was -placed 
in a tomb of ilone, with the banner of I)ougU|i3 
fufpended over it. Of this earl of Douglas, QqA 
fave his foul ! there was no iflue, nor do I knQW 
who fuGceeded to the eftate of Douglas ^ for when 
I, jthe author of this hiftory, was in Scotland, nt 
his caftle of Dalkeith, during the lifetime of c^l 
William, there were only two children, a boy aoil 
a girl. There were enow of the name of DoHr 
glas ; for I knew five handfome brothers, fquire^, 
of this name, at the court of king David pf ScPl^ 
land, who were the children pf n knight qalled fiT 
James Douglas ^. The earl's arms^ of three preilJes 
gules on a field or, dejGcended to them ; but I 9^1 
ignorant to whom fe^ the landf. You muft know^ 

thit 



* Earl James Douglas married the lady Ifabella Stvart^ 
daughter of king Robert II. and^ dying without lawful iflue, 
was fucceeded by his brother, Archibald }ord Galloway, calle4 
Archibald the Grim. This lad was the iHiie of earl William's 
fecond maqriage with Margaret^ daughter of Patrick earl of 
March. — Crawfurd*s Peerage of Scotland, 

f Theie arms, iiccording to Crawfurd, muft be wrong j for, 
\n his Peerage^ the arnii^ are described as, * Four coats quar- 
terly j; ]. azure^ a lion rampant, crowned with an imperial 
crown^ or 3 2. or, a lion rampant gules, furmounted of a rib- 

p9n 
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4iiat the iir Archibald Boughs irhom I hare t^ften 
-mentioned as a gallant knight^ and one mudi feared 
by the EngUfli,^ was a baftard^ 

When they had finifhed the bufinefs which had 

brought them to Melrofe, they departed, each to 

his own country ; and thofe who had prifoners car^r 

Tiedtthem with them, or ranfomed them before they 

Idft Mdlrofe. In this matter, the Englilh fpund 

t^he Scots v^ry courteous and accommodating, wluch 

^leafed them much, as I learnt at the caftle pf the 

icount de Foix from John de Chateauneuf, who had 

'been made prifoner under the banner of the jeaxil 

'cf March and Dunbar : he, praifed the earl ez^ 

'ceedingly for his generoiity in allowing him to &c 

his ranfom at his pleafure* 

Thus did thefe men at arms feparate, having 
very foon and handfomely fettled the amount of the 
iranfoms for their prifoners, who by degrees re- 
turned to their homes. It was told me, and I be^ 
lieve it, that the Scots gained two hundred thou* 
fand francs from the ranfoms, and that never fmce 
the battle of Bannockburn, when the Bruce, fir 
William Douglas, fir Robert de Verfy and fir S>i- 



bon fable ; 3. or, afeflfe cheque, azure and argent, furmoim ted 
pf a bend fable, charged with five buckles^ or ^ 4. argent, three 
pyles gnleg, over all, in a fliield of pretence argent, a heart, 
gules, enfigncd with an ini|.>erial crown, or, on a chief azure» 
three mollets of the6r(l, fupported on thede&ter with a ifawige, 
wreathed about the loins with laurel, and on the iiniller by a 
ilag proper : creft, a falamandf r, vomiting fire : motto. Jamais 
' anicrc, all wilbin a Qon)pai;lincnt of Rakes impaled,* 

mon 
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thoh iPfaiiei- ptitfued the Englifh for thtee days^ 
have they had fo complete nor fo gainful a viftory. 

When the news of it was brought to fir Archi- 
bald Douglas, the earls of Fife and Sutherland, 
before Carlifle, where they were with the larger 
divifion of the army, they were greatly rejoiced^ 
but at the fame time vexed that they had not been 
prefent* They held a council, and determined to 
retreat into Scotland fince their companions had 
Silready marched thither. In confequerice, they 
broke up their camp, and re-entered Scotland* 

We will now leave the Englifli and Scots, and 
fpeak of the young king of France, and the large 
army he marched into Germany to revenge himlelf 
on the duke of Gueldres* 
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CHAI*. XLIIL 

ttii KING OP FRANCE ENTERS THE DUCHY OF LUX-* 
EMBOURG, ON HIS MARCH TO GUELDEE3.— ^-THE 
DUKE OF JULIERS, FATHER OF THE DUKE OP 
OUELDRES^ MAKES EXCUSES FOR HIS SON TO THE 
KING OP FRANCE. — HE IS GRACIOUSLY RECEIVED^ 
AND HAS(THE TERRITORY OF VlEJlSON RESTORED 
to HIM, FOR WHICH HE PAYS HOMAGE TO TfiA 
KING. 

T/iTHEN the king of France and his army had 
croffed the Meufe at the bridge of Morfay*^ 
they took the road to the Ardennes and bifhoprick 
of Luxembourg, and had always in adirance a 
large body of pioneers to clear the buihes, and leve! 
the roads. The king^s army was very numerous, 
and well appointed. The duke of Juliers and his 
fubjeds much dreaded their approach, for they 
knew they fhould be firft attacked, and the country 
of Juliers is fo lev^el that the men at^rms would in 
6ne day defpoil the whole^ excepting a few caflles 
and towns which would perhaps make fome little 
refiftahcC) but they could noc hold out long. 
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^ Morfay^ Q. Moufont orMezieres. 
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The king of France entered Luxembonrg, and 
was lodged for two days at the monaftery where' 
duke Winceflaus of Brabant had been buried* At 
his departure, he took the road to Baftogne*, and 
encamped at the diftance of a league from where 
the duchefs of Brabant was lodged* The duchefs 
had nodfied to the duke of Burgundy her arrival 
at Baftogne, who waited on her, and conducted 
her to the king's tent. The king received her very 
kindly ^ and, after they had converfed fome time 
together, ihe returned to Baftogne, efcorted by fir 
John de Vienne and fir Guy de la Trimouille* On 
the morrow, the king continued his march until he 
arrived on the borders of Germany ready to enter 
Juliers* But, before he had advanced fo hr, Ar-, 
nold biihop of Liege had waited on him, and had 
exerted himfelf much to exculpate the duke of Ju- 
Hers, and to foften the anger tie king of France 
bore him, as father to the duke of Gueldres, and 
had faid to the king and his uncles, that with re- 
gard to the imprudent and outrageous challenge 
the duke of Gueldres had fent to France, he had 
never confulted his father on the fqbjeft, nor in^f 
formed him of it undl it was done, and therefore 
his territories ought not to fuffer for it* 

Thefe excufes, however, were not agreeable to 
the king nor to hk uncles j ^ it was their inten- 



^ Baftogne, or Baftognack^ is a fmall town in the di^cby of 
Luxembourg : it was formerly more confiderable^ an4 calie4 
tb^ Paris of the ArdefiQes, 
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Bon^, that unlefs the duke of Jullers came in per- 
son, and made a more fatisfadory apology, putting 
himfelf totally in the king's mercy, he and hi$ coun* 
try mould be the fir ft to pay for it. 

The bifbop of Liege, the barons of Hafbain*, 
and the magiftrates from the principal towns, who 
had accompslnied the biftiop, now oflFered the king 
and his uncles a free entrance for their arnt^ intd 
their country, to p2fs and r^pafs, arid refrefh them- 
felves with protifion on paying for it, and to reoxain 
there, if they fo pleafcd. 

' The king and his tincleS thanked them for theit 
offer, which they did not reftife, ast they were ig- 
norant how affairs would ttirn out. The bilhop re* 
turned to the duke of Juliers and arcbbiihop of 
Cologne, and told them all that had pafledi that 
they might confider of it. 

The duke of Juliers was very muth alartzted left 
his country ihould be ruined> and fent for all thofe 
knights that were dependant on him, to have ih&tt 
advice, for the French were daily approaching.— 
The lord de Goucy commanded the vanguard, of 
one thoufand fpears ; and with him were the duke 
of Lorraine and the vifcount de Meaux, with about 
two hundred lances more. 

When the French were near the borders of Ger- 
many, they marched in a more compaft body, and 
took great precautions in their encampments j for 



* Hafbain, a fmall territory In the circle of WeHphalia ; ii 
forms the principal part of the bifhoprick of Liege. 

a body 
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a body of three hundried Linfars, from the oppb- 
fite fide of the Rhine, had colleded together on 
their line of march. Thefe are the gr^ateft rob- 
bers and plunderers in the world ; aiid they ho- 
vered alongfide the french army, to take advan- 
tage of any negligence dn theit part. The French 
were fufpicious of them, and dared not attempt fo- 
raging but in large bodies. I believe the lord Bou- 
cicaut, the elder, and fir Lewis de Grach were niade 
prifoners by them, and carried to Nimeguen. — 
Thefe Germans rode through bye ways, and, like 
birds of prey, night and morning fell upon the 
French wherever they found a favourable oppor- 
tunity ; and this had made them more careful. 

When the king of France was come to the con- 
fines of Juliers, and the vanguard and foragers had 
already entered it, the duke, unwilling that his 
country fhould be deftroyed, liftened to the advice 
of the archbifhop of Cologne and bifhop of Liege, 
and confented they fhould negotiate with the king 
and his uncles, and entreat that his country (hould 
remain in peace, on fuch terms as I fhall men- 
tidn. 

Thefe two prelates, having laid the foundatioa 
for a peace, condufted the duke of Juliers into the 
king's prefence, >Vho was attended by his uncles, 
the duke of Lorraine and other great barons of 
France -of the blood royal, and his council. On 
the duke's approaching the king, he caft himfelf 
on his knees, and made very Jiandfome excufes for 
the challenge his fon had fent to France. He told 
the king, that his fon was a madman ; that he had 

Vol. IX. U never 
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tiever confultod him refpeding this chscHaige^ nof 
indeed in any thing elfe, but always z&ed for hitn-* 
felf. He offered his fervices to. the king^ and faid^ 
— * My lord, with your permiffion5 I will go to 
him, and fliarply remonftrate with him on his fol- 
lies, and order him to come and make his apology 
to you and to your council* If he refufe to follow 
my advice, and continue to a£t from his own head-* 
firong will, I oflfer to give you poifeffion of all my 
inclofed towns and caflles, for you to garrifon with 
men at arms, and carry on the war againft him 
until he {hall fubmit himfelf to your mercy/ 

The king, on this, looked at his brother, his 
uncles and council, as it feemed to him, and to 
many who were prefent, a vety fair offer. He 
made the duke rife, who had hitherto continued on 
his knees, and faid,— ' We will fX)nrider what you 
have offered, and the promifeis you make! us/ 

The duke, having rifen, remained with the two 
prelates who had brought him thither ; and the king 
retired with his uncles and privy counfellors, to dif* 
cufs the propofal that had been made them. 

This council lafted fome time, atid tiitrlous pro* 
pofitions were made, each preffing his different 
plan. The ,duke of Burgundy was the moil ac^ 
tive, as indeed the matter more effentially afieded 
hipi, on account ofj his being heir, in right of hi$ 
duchefs, to the fucceffion of the duchefs of Bra^ 
bant, and it was in truth owing to him that tho 
king had undertaken this ejipedition« He was 
therefore very anxious that the quarrel (hould.be 
amicably terminated, and a folid peace eftabiifhed 

betweefii 
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bietween ill {>artie8, that diere might not be any 
neceifity for renewing the war ; for the diftance 
vras glj-eat fdr the king and lords, befides being very 
ezpenfive, and heavy on the kingdom. 

After feveral had given their opinions^ he ad- 
drefied himfelf to the king, to the duke of Berry, 
and to all prefent, faying,<-^^ My lord* and you 
brother of Berry and gentlemen of the councils 
whatever is raflily or inconfiderately begun gene- 
rally ends badly* We have heard our coufin, the 
duke of Juliers, excufe himfelf handfomely, and 
we have heard the offer he has made, that his fon 
ihall do fo likewife t he is of that gallantry and 
birth^ being connected with me by blood, that we 
ought to believe what he has faM. He oflfers to 
rthe king his perfon, his country, his towns and 
caftles, in cafe his fon Ihall continue obftinate, and 
refufe to make any apology for his rafli challenge. 
If we have the duke of Juliers on our fide, the 
duke of Gueldres, whom we want to punifh, will 
be fo much the more weakoied, that he will the 
more dread us, and the fooner bend to our will. I 
therefore advife that the excufes of the duke of Ju- 
*liers and his offer be accepted, for he has greatly 
humbled himfelf; and the archbifliop of Cologne, 
the bifhop of Liege, with other potent barons, en- 
tteat likewife that this may be done/ 

No one making any reply^ it was unanimoufly 
agreed to ; and the archbifliop and bifhop, who 
had opened the negotiation, were called in. They 
were told very minutely every ad the duke of Ju- 
liets was to fwear to perform, if he were defirous 
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ihis country Ihould remain in peace. Jlrft, that he 
fhould go himfelf, or fend to bis fon, the duke of 
Gueldres^ to remonftrate with him on his folly and 
impertinence, in fending fo unufual and rude a chal-^ 
lenge to fo powerful a prince as the king of France, 
and oblige him to come perfonally and fubmit hin^ 
felf to the mercy of the king, if he did not faris- 
iadorily excufe himfelf* Should the duke of GueU 
dres refufe compliance, through pride and weak- 
nefs of underftanding, and perfift ih his opinion, 
then the duke of Juliers was to engage, on his oath, 
not to afford him the leaft fupport, but, on the con- 
trary, to unite himfelf with his enemies, and to 
aflift the army of the king, which, during the en- 
fuing winter, would be quartered throughout the 
country of Juliers, in order to be ready to carry on 
the war againft the duke of Gueldres ; and all towns 
and caftles, belonging to the duke of Juliers, {hall 
receive, on the mod friendly footing, the men at 
arms of France. 

Thefe two prelates^ who had been folely called 
to the council to remonftrate touching thefe mat- 
ters with the duke of Juliers, repeated to him what 
they had heard, adding Tuch weighty reafons, that 
the duke aflented to the terms r indeed, he law he 
muft do fo, if he wiflied to preferve his country 
from ruin. He therefore folemnly fwore to ob- 
ferve faithfully all the articles of the treaty, and ta 
remain a firm friend to the king and to his uncles, 
for which his duchy was faved from being defpoil- 
ed :. but forage, of which thcTe was euougb^ was 
completely given up to the French. 

Thus 
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Thus did the duke of Juliers become liege man 
to the king of France, and paid homage for the , 
territory of Vierfon, fituated between Blois and 
Berry. He fupped that night with the k^ng : it 
was on a Thurfday ; and there were feated at the 
king's table, firft, the bifliop of Liege, the arch- 
bifhop of Cologne, the king, the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the duke of Touraine, the duke of Jujier* 
and the duke of Bourbon. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

KINO CHARLES VI. SUARTERS HIS ARMY, ON A FRIEND- 
LY roOTiNO, IN THE DUCHY OF JULIERS. A 

SSUIRE OF AUVERGNEIS MURDERED BY A WOOD- 
CUTTER WHOM HE IS LEADING AWAY AS HIS PRX* 
SONER. 

^UCH was the conclufion of the treaties between ' 

the king of France and the duke of Juliers, by 
which the lafl enjoyed peace, although the king 
quartered himfelf and his army in his duchy, which 
he found a rich country, and full of every kind of 
provifion. 

The duke of Juliers went to his fon, but not im- 
mediately, and in the interval fome gallant feats of 
arms were done ; for the Germans were fo eager . 
of e;ain, that they frequently, during the night, or 

at 
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at very early morn, beat up the quarters of the 
French: fometimes they got the advantage, ac 
other times they were made prifoners ; but for one 
German that was taken, they made four French- 
men prifoners in return. In corifequence, the con- 
liable of France, the lord de Coucy, the du^e of 
Lorraine, the marfhal de Blainville, fir John de 
Vienne and the lord de la Trimouille, affembled 
their men, to the amount of about four tt\oufand 
men at arms, and marched toward a town in GueU 
jdres called Remogne'^, and drew up in handfpme 
array before it. 

At this time the duke of Gueldres was within it, 
and thought highly of their appearance ; but he 
inade no felly againft them, for his force was not 
equal to attempt it, which vexed him much. The 
french men at arms remained four hours drawn up 
in order of battle before the place ; but when they 
faw that none came out to oppofe them, they re- 
treated to their quarters. 

It happened that this fame evening feveral knights 
and fquires affembled at the lodgings of the duke 
oif Berry, with the intent of making an excurfipp 
on the morrow into the enemy's country in fearch 
of adventures. They each, to the amount of about 
one hundred lances, pledged themfelves to this ; 
but, when the morning came, the projeft was 
broken off. A fquire from Auvergne, called Gq» 
dinos, a valiant man at arms, and ferving under the 
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banner of the lord d' Alegre, finding this excurfion 
hid afide, was much vexed thereat ; and, fpeak- 
rng of it to fome of his companions of as good 
courage as himfelf, they collefled about thirty 
fpears, and rode out that morning*^ but met with 
no adventure. 

Godinos was fo defirous of feats of arms, that 
he felt forely the difappointment of returning witi- 
out having (truck a blow, and faid to his compa* 
nions, — * Do you ride on gently, while I and my 
page will ikirt this wood, to fee if there be any 
ambufcades, or any perfons within it, 'and wait for 
me at the foot of yonder hill/ Having Rented to 
this, Godinos and his page left them, and rode 
alongfide the wood. They had not advanced farj^ 
when he heard fome one whiftle : he inftantly ftuck 
fpurs into his horfe, and came to a hollow road^ 
where he found a Gueidrdander fcjuaring timber. 
Godinos feized his fpear, and charged the man full 
gallop, to his great aftonifhment^ and made figns 
to him to follow him ; for he faid to himfelf, — ^ At 
lead, I (hall (how to my companions, that I have 
done fomething by making this man my prifoner^ 
and he may be of fome ufe to us in our quarters/ 

He now fet out on his return, riding on a fm^ll 
hackney, followed by the woodman on foot, with 
a large axe on his (houlder with which he had been 
working. The page of Godinos was behind, 
mounted on his courfer, bearing his helmet and 
dragging his lance, half afleep from having left hi$ 
t>ed too e^rlv^ The German^ who knew not whi^ 
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ther he was going, nor what might be done to him^ 
thought he might as well attempt to efcape : he 
therefore advanced clofe to Godinos, and with his 
uplifted axe fmote him fuch a blow on the head as 
* iplit his fkuU to the teeth> and laid him dead on 
the ground. The page, from his diuance and 
flecpinefs, neither faw nor heard any thing of the 
matter; and the peafant ran to hide himfelf in the 
wood, from which he was not far off. 
, Thofe who heard of this unfortunate accident 
were much diftreffed; for Godinos was well be* 
loved by all who knew him, particularliy by his 
CQuntrymen in Auvergne, for he was the man at 
arms mofl: dreaded by the £ngli(h, and the perfon 
who had done them mofl mifchief. He would 
never have been fuffered to remain a prifoner^ 
though twenty thoufand francs had been a&ed for 

his ranfom. 

« 

We ynil now return ^q the ^yke qf Juliers, 
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CHAP. XLV. 

THE DUKE OF JULIERS AND ARCITBISHOP OF C(>> 
LOGNE LEAVE THE KINO OP FRANCE,. AND GO TO 
' THE DUKE OF GUKLDRES AT NIMEGUEN.r— BY 
THEIR REMONSTRANCES AND NEGOTIATIONS^ HB 
OBTAINS PEACE WiTH THE KING OF FRANCE AlfO 
DUCHESS OF BRABANT. 

VOU have before heard how the duke of Juliers 
made his peace with the king of France^ 
through the mediatio^ of the two prelates already 
mentioned and the duke of Lorraine his coufin^ 
who had taken great pains in the bufinefs, and 
gone to feek him in the town of Atdeke*, whence 
he had brought him, with the archbifhop of Co-f 
logne, to a conference with the king of France 
and his uncles. The duke had then promifed ta 
oblige his fon, the duke of Gueldres, to fubmil 
himfelf to the king, otherwife he was to unitqf 
with the king in his war againft him. Thefe terms 
he was forced to comply with, or his duchy woul4 
have been deftroyed. 

The duke of Juliers, having made his prepanu 
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dons, fet out with the archbifhop of Cologne for 
Gueldres, and, having croffed the river Waal, ar- 
rived at Nimeguen, where the duke of Gueldres 
then refided. He received them moft aSe£tion- 
' ately, as was but right, for ^hat tie is nearer than 
that of father or mother. He had before heard 
that the duke of Juliers had made his peace with 
the king of France, which was not very pleafing 
to him, but he had no occafion to fhew his dif- 
Kke to it. 

Tlie duke of Juliers and the archbifhop remon- 
ftrated with him for fome time on the iituation he 
and his country Were in* At firft, he paid not any 
attention ; for he had fo ftrongly conneflied him- 
felf with the king of England he could not imme- 
diately break it off, nor had he any inclination fo 
to do, for his heart was devoted to the EngliOi. 

He argued the matter with them obftinately, de^ 
daring he would abide the event ; and if, from the 
arrival of the king of France with an army, he 
fhould fufFer any Ibfs, he was young, and might at 
other times revenge himfelf on France or on the 
Brabanters their allies; adding, that in war the 
chances are uncertain, and no prince can under-* 
take one without expefting lofs as well as gain. 

T^is language greatly enraged the duke of Ju- 
liers, who faid, * William, how will you carry on 
this war? and from whom do ypu expeft compen- 
fation for your loffes ?' * The king of England and 
his power,* replied he ; * and I am very rni^ch 
aftoniihed I have had no intelligence of their fleet ; 
for if they had kept their engagement, by which 

they 
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ihey were to come hither, I would more than once 
have beaten up the french quarters/ * Do you 
wait for them, William ?' afked the duke of Ju-t 
4iers. ' The Englifh have fo much on their hands 
at this moment, they cannot give you any affifl> 
ance. There is our coufin, the duke of Lancifiier^ 
at Bayonne, who has left Caltille with the fluuttered 
remains of his army, haying lofb the greater part 
by (icknefs, and by that the feafon for makitig war. 
He is foliciting reinforcements of men at arms and 
archers from England, but will not obtain twenty 
ipears. On the other hand, the Englifh have lately 
experienced a fevere overthrow in battle widi the 
Scots near Newcaftle on Tyne, in Northumber* 
land, in which all the chivalry of the north have 
been made prifoners or flain. England, befides, 
IS not unanimous in their affe£tion to the king : 
you will therefore aft wifely not to depend on the 
Englifh at this moment, for you will not have af* 
iiflance from them, nor from any other quarter^ I 
would therefore advife that you fufFer us to manage 
for you, and we will pacify the king of France, and 
make up this quarrel without your being difbo- 
noured or a lofer from it.' 

^ My lord,' anfwered the duke of Gueldret, 
^ how can I with honour accommodate my differ* 
ence with the king of France ? Were I to have 
my country ruined, and be forced to go and live 
elfewhere, I would not do it : I am too flrongly 
bound to the king of England ; and for him have 
I defied the king of France.. Do you think, ^ added 
^e^ ^ that for his menaces I will recal my word, or 
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break niy engagement ? You only wifti ray dif- 
grace. I entreat you, therefore, to leave me to 
myfclf : I will make head againft the French, for 
their threats do not alarm me. The rain, wind and 
cold weather will make war for me ; and, before 
the month of January be arrived, they will be fo 
tired and worn down, that the boldefl amongthem 
will wiffi to be at home.* 

Neither the duke of Juliers nor the archbifliop 
of Cologne could, at this firft interview, prevail on 
the duke of Gueldres to change his refolution, 
though they werfe fix days labouring at it, and 
daily in council. At length the duke of Juliers, 
finding his arguments of no avail, was fo angry, as 
to fay to him, * that if he did not pay more atten- 
tion to his advice, he would difpleafe him greatly, 
infomuch that he fhould never inherit one foot of 
his duchy "of Juliers, which he would difpofe of to 
another, who fhould be powerful enough to defend 
It againft him ;' . adding, * that none but a fool re- 
fufed counfel.' 

The duke of Gueldres, feeing his father inflamed 
with paflion, replied, by way of foftening matters, 
A — * Advife me then how with honour I may aft j 
find fince you defire it, from my love to you, I 
will pay attention to it ; for I affuredly owe you all 
•obedience, and (hall never in that be wanting.'— 
♦ Now,' faid. the duke of Juliers, * you fpeak 
well and to the purpofe, and we will confider the 
• matter.' 

It was then determined, after many and long 
confultations, that the duke of Gueldres fhould 
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* wait on the king of France, and pay him the ho* 
nour and refpe£t befitting fo great a prince, and 
(hould excufe himfelf for having fent him fuch a 
challenge, in fimilar words to thefe, — * My lord^ 
it is very true that a letter, fealed with my fignet^ 
was fent into France and delivered to you, in which 
was contained a challenge drawn up in very out^ 
rageous terms, and contrary to fuch as are gene- 
rally ufed in the like cafes, when princes or lords 
defy each other ; but this I difavow, as never hav- 
ing been uttered from my mouth, nor written by 
my commands, as I would, be far from defaming 
your name or rank. For the confirmation of what 
I now fay, and to remove all doubts, I mud inform - 
you, that, at the defire of my much-redoubted 
lord, the king of England, and his council, with 
whom I have entered into very clofe alliance, I 
fent to England four of my knights, to whom I 
intruded my fignet, * for them to feal whatever 
might be required of them. They were to write 
ind feal, and not I : fo that I never knew the con- 
tents of the letter fent to France until it had been 
fea|ed. Be pleafed, therefore, to accept of this -as 
my apology, for it is the truth. With regard to 
my oath of allegiaiice to my redoubted lord, the 
king of England, I am refolved to adhere to it, 
and to obey, as far as in me lies, whatever he may 
command^ whether to challenge you, and afTemble 
my forces, wherever he may pleafe, to oppofe you 
or any other prince, excepting my natural lord, the 
emperor of Germany ; for to him I have perfon- 
ally fworn my homage in the fulled manner. But 

out 
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out of refped and honour to you, and zi fome te^ * 
compenfe for the trouble and charges you have 
had^ in coming to thi$ diflance, to learp the truth 
6£ this challenge, I am willing to fwear, and that 
oath I will punftually keep, that, henceforward, I 
will never make any war upon you nor your king^ 
dom without having iirft given you one year's no* 
lice of my intention ; and, my lord, I hope you 
will think this fufHcient/ 

The duke of Gueldres replied, that all this he 
would willingly fay ; for it did not feen to hiiti to 
convey any thing blameable or diihonourable# 

Upon this being fettled, the duke of Juliers and 
the archbiihop departed, and returned to Juliers^ 
and thence to Endelker *. At a proper feafon they 
waited on the king of France, and related to him 
and his uncles every particular which had pafied 
between them and the duke of Gueldres; and» 
that the matter might be immediately confidered^ 
they added, there could not any thing more be 
obtained from his fon. 

The king of France was fo defirous to fee his 
coufin the duke of Gueldres, who had given hint 
fuch trouble, that he affented to the terms of the 
treaty. The duke of Burgundy w^s alfo anxiouS' 
that the territories of the duchefs of Brabant fhouldl 
remain in peace, and took pains that this treaty 
ihould be agreed to, and that the duke of GueU. 
dres, on the ftrength of it, fhould come to thenir 
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There wds alfo anotber reafon fof their confeating 
to it : winter was approaching^ and the nights 
w^e already cotd and long. The french lords 
ivere told that Gueldres was a miferable country to 
winter in } and they daily received information of 
loflfes of knights^ fquire^ and horfes, that had been 
taptured by the ambuihes of thefe Linfars. 

From all thefe reafons^ matters were fo far con« 
eluded that the duke of Gueldres came to the 
french camp^ and was introduced by the duke of 
Juliers his father, the duke of Lorraine his coufin^ 
and the archbifhop of Cologne, to the king's tcnc 
There were prefent, at this interview, the king's 
uncles, his brother the duke of Touraine, the duke 
of Bar, the count de la Marche, the count de St. 
Pol, the count dauphin d'Auvergne, the lord de 
Coucy and the conftable of France. On his en* 
trance, the duke of Gueldres caft himfelf on his 
knees before the king ; but I heard that the king 
made him rife, fin this matter, however, I know 
nothing but what I learnt from others), and that 
he boldly excufed himfelf for the challenge, in the 
termis you have before heard. The king accepted 
his apology ; and he then declared, on his oath, 
that if he were ever again to challenge or make 
war on France, he would fend notice of it one year 
beforehand. Thus did Gueldres and Brabant re- 
main in a fecure flate, and thofe who had expe&ed 
the moft were the greatcft lofers. 

Every thing being now fettled, the duke of Guel- 
dres fupped with the king of France at his table ; 
and I muft fay he was much looked at, for the 

great 
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great plague he had given them. Thefe treaties 
were fairly written and fealed ; and^ when all was 
done, the lords took leave of each other : but, be« 
fore the duke of Gueldres departed, he requefted 
that the prifoners the French had made in this war 
might be given up, which was agreed to in the 
manner he defired. The king of France demanded 
that all prifoners made from him fhould likewife 
be fet at liberty ; but the duke of Gueldres excufed 
himfelf, faying, — * My lord, that cannot be done : 
I am a poor man, and when I heard of your march 
hither, I ftrengthened myfelf as much as poffible 
with knights from the other fide of the Rhine and 
elfewhere, agreeing with them, that every thing 
they might take fhould be their own property. It 
is not poffible for me, therefore, to defpoil them of 
what I have given, nor have I the power fo to do j 
and, fliould I attempt it, they would make war upon 
me. Be pleafed, therefore, to let this matter re- 
main as it is, for I cannot remedy it.* 

The king, perceiving he could not obtain any 
thing more, bore it as well as he could, without 
adding a word in reply, and comforted himfelf on 
the greatncfs of his power that could enrich fo many 
poor perfons. They took leave of each othct mu- 
tually fatisfied, and orders were given for the army 
to march back to France. It was faid, the Idng 
would hold the feaft of All-faints in the city of 
Rheims. 

I will now fay a word of the engUfli fleet* 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

TH£ EARL OF ARUNDEL AND HIS FLEET ARE DRIVEN 
BV STORMS TO LA PALICEy NEAR LA ROCHELLE* 
-—THE LORD LEWIS DE SAKCERRE^ HAVING HAD 
INFORMATION OF THIS, CHACES THEM AT SEAy 
BUT IN VAIN. — THE DUKE OF LANCASTER MAB* 
RIES HIS DAUGHTER TO THE HEIR OF CASTILLE* 

JgEFORE the king of France went to Gueldrcsi, 
and during the time he was there, the engliih 
fleet under the command of the earl of Arundel 
kept hovering along his coafts, juft as the wind 
drove them, in fearch of adventures. You muft 
know, that generally from the firft of October to 
All-&ints day the weather is ftormy ; but this year 
it was unufually fo, which fliattered the englifh 
fleet, and there was no feaman on board, however 
bold he might be, but was frightened at its vio- 
lence, which forced the fhips to run to any port 
left worfe might befal them. 

The earl of Arundel^ with twenty*feven other 
veflels, made for the harbour of la Palice, two 
leagues diftant from la Rochelle, where he anchor- 
ed : indeed, he was forced fo to do, for the wind 
was contrary and he could not leave it. When 
news was brought of this to la Rochelle, the 
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We will now return to the duke of Laftca(ler> 
and fpeak of his negotiations with the king of Caf- 
tille and duke of Berry refpefting^ the marriage of 
his daughter. The king of Caftille was defirous 
of having her for his fon, as the means of peace 
with England. The duke of Berry wiflied her for 
himfelf, being very impadent to marry her. 

The duke of Lancafter was wife and prudent : 
he faw that the mod advantageous alliance for him- 
felf and for his country was Caftille^ in preference 
to the duke of Berry ; for by it he fhould recover 
the inheritance of Caftille for his daughter, in times 
to come. If he gave her to the duke of Berry, and 
he fhould die before her^ fhe would be poor in com- 
parifon with other ladies ; for the duke had chil- 
dren by his firft marriage, who would be entitled 
to all his landed property. The duchefs of Lan- 
cafter was likewife more inclined to the connexion 
with Caftille, fo that when fir Helion de Lignac 
had left the duke, on his return to the duke of 
Berry in Germany, the commiflioners from the king 
of Caftille came forward, and pufhed the matter 
fd warmly, that the marriage was agreed and fwom 
to, between the lady Catherine and the fon of the 
king of Caftille. Proper contracts were drawn up 
and fealed, with covenants to prevent any danger 
of breaking oflF the match ; and the duchefs coh- 
fented, when the whole fhould be concluded, to 
conduct her daughter into Caftille. 
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del and the englifh knights lying at anchor, than 
to continue the iiege, for he could again return to 
this at his pleafure. 

He came to la Rochelle, followed by a large 
body of knights and fquires. I know not by what 
means, but the earl of Arundel had informaUon at 
la Palice, that the marfhal of France with a power- 
ful company of knights and fquires was march- 
ing to attack him. The news was not very agree- 
able to him ; but fortunately the weather had be- 
come calm, and he inflantly gave orders to weigh 
anchor and put to fea. This was fpeedily eflFe6ted: 
had they waited longer they would have been fut^ 
rounded within the haven, and every one of hft 
veflels muft neceflfarily have been taken, for not one 
could have efcaped. 

The galleys from la Rochelle, fully armed with 
cahncms and other artillery, appeared in fight, 
fleering for la Palice, as the Engliih were under 
£dh They chaced them two leagues, faludng them 
Iprith their cannon, but dared not follow them fiir- 
dier, for fear of the dangers of the fiau They 
therefore returned to la Rochelle ; but the marlhal 
of France was much aqgered againft them, for 
having been fo tardy to inform him of the arrivsd 
of the enemy. 

The earl of Arundel failed for the mouth of the 
Garonne, to repair to Bordeaux ; and the fiege of 
Bouteville was put an end to, for William de Sainte 
Foix, durmg the time the marfhal had gone, as he 
thought, to fight the Englifh, had provided his 
caflle with all things necefiary for a long defence. 
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We wfll now return to the duke of Laftca(ler> 
and fpeak of his negotiations Avich the king of Caf^ 
tille and duke of Berry refpefting^ the marriage of 
his daughter. The king of Caftille was defirous 
of having her for his fon, as the means of peace 
vrith England. The duke of Berry wilhed her for 
himfelf, being very impadent to marry her. 

The duke of Lancafter was wife and prudent : 
he faw that the mod advantageous alliance for him- 
felf and for his country was Caftille^ in preference 
to the duke of Berry ; for by it he fhould recover 
the inheritance of Caftille for his daughter, in times 
to come. If he gave her to the duke of Berry, and 
he fhould die before her^ fhe would be poor in com- 
parifon with other ladies ; for the duke had chil- 
dren by his firft marriage, who would be entitled 
to all his landed property. The duchefs of Lan- 
cafter was likewife more inclined to the connexion 
Vfith Caftille, fo that when fir Helion de Lignac 
had left the duke, on his return to the diike of 
Berry in Germany, the commiffioners from the king - 
of Caftille came forward, and pufhed the matter 
fd warmly, that the marriage was agreed and fwom 
to, between the lady Catherine and the fon of the 
king of Caftille. Proper contracts were drawn up 
and fealed, with covenants to prevent any danger 
of breaking oflF the match ; and the duchefs coh- 
fented, when the whole fhould be concluded, to 
conduct her daughter into Caftille. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

THE KING OF FRANCE, WHILE ON THE FRONTIERS OP 
JULIERS, HAS PART OF HIS CAMP SURPRISED, AND 
SEVERAL PRISONERS MADE, BY SOME GERMAN 

PILLAGERS^ THE KING, BEING TWENTY-ONE 

YEARS OF AGE, TAKES ON HIMSELF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF HIS KINGDOM, HE S^NDS TO THE KJNG 

OF CASTILLE, ON HEARING OF THE MARRIAGJS OF 
HIS SON WITH THE DAUGHTER OF THE DUKE OF 
LANCASTER, TO REMONSTRATE WITH HIM NOT 
TO ENTER INTO ANY TREATIES THAT MAY BE PREf^ 
JUDICIAL TO HIM OR TO HIS KINGDOM. 

T^HE king of France was ftill on the borders of 
Juliers, (for you have heard on what grounds 
peace had been made between him and the dukes 
of Juliers and Gueldres) though on his march with 
the army back to France, when one clear moon- 
light night, as they were encamped on the confines 
of Germany, fome german robbers, who would 
never accept of any terms of peace, made, about 
midnight, an attack on the French. Thefe men 
were under the lord de Blanquenemen and fir Peter 
de Croncbech, and came well mounted, to obferve 
where they could make the fevereft attack on the 
camp. They paffed the quarters of the vifcount de 
Meaux, but found him and his men on their guard j 
and, having gone backward and forward without 

faying 
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faying a word, they returned, to give an account 
to their leaders, at their ambufcade, of what they 
had feen. 

Shortly after, a large body of thefe Germans 
made an irruption on the french camp, overthrow- 
ing I know not how many, and making fourteen 
men at arms prifoners. The lord de la Vieville 
and the lord de Montkarel were among the num^ 
her, in confequence of great uegled in not having 
placed fufEcient guards. When it was known^ on 
the morrow, that thefe two lords were made pri« 
foners, the army were much texed at it, and evey 
afterward were more attentive to their guards. 

When the king left Juliers, none of the garri- 
fons remained behind : fir William de la Trimou- 
nie and fir Gervais de Merande joined him,* and thq 
Brabanters retired to their oSvn homes. 

While on the march, and immediately on the 
king's return to France, it was determined, by 
great deliberatioa of the council, that the king^ 
who had, fmcr the death of his father^ been under 
the management of his uncles, ihould now take ou 
himfeif the government of the kingdom, which hi^ 
uncles mui): relign into his hands, as they had 
enough to do elfewbere, and the king had now en*' 
tered his twenty-firfl year. When this was inade 
public, it gave univerfal fatisfadtion. 

I believe the king, with his uncles an4 brother, 
kept the feaft of All-iabts at Rhejms ; and that 
there they firil heard of peace being made betweeA 
the king of CafUlle and duke of Lancailer, and of 
\he marriage of the lady Catherine w^th the infant. 

The 
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llic king of France laughed and jcpked mudl 
With his uncle, the duke of Berry, faying,-**^ Faif 
uncle, you have failed in your intended marriage^ 
for another has feized the lady you meant for your 
bride. What do you fay to this ? How does yoor 
courage ftand ?' The duke good-hwnouredly re» 
plied, — ^ My lord, if I have been difis^oiated ia 
diisy I will addrds myfelf elfewbere/ 

Thofe prefent began to murmur about this mar<* 
riage, and to fay, it had not been coachided vntkb^ 
out fome treaties of alliance having been formed 
which might be very prejudicial hereafter to France ( 
' for,' added fome who feemed to be fully awar^ 
of the confequences, ^ fkould England, .CaftiUe 
and Portugal unite^ and make war upon us^ they 
would be enabled to do us very ferious mifcbief by 
fea and land. It will be right for the king .of 
France to fend fome difcreet perfon to prevent this 
wicked king, who has thus conneded bimfelf with 
a dead man, (for the duke of Lancafler has jmU 
tfaer money nor men) from entering into any trea- 
ties without the confent of the council of France; 
otherwife to fay, the king would reduce him«to the 
ftate of the loweft varlet with the iame eafe with 
which he had raifed him to his prefent ftate ; for at 
this moment he has no ally ftrong. enough to fupu 
port him. A war uith Caftille would now come 
very opportunely ; and, after dethroning this wick- 
ed kmg, the fon of a baftard, the king might bo- 
ftow the crown on his brother, the duke of Too* 
raine, who is not over rich : he would govern it 
wifely, and de£^ it valiandy^ How could this 

king 
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king of CaftiUe think of entering into any treaty 
whatever with the duke of Lancailer unknown to 
cur king, who has fo generoufly affifted him in his 
diftrefs ; and, had it not been for the blood of 
France, he muft have lofl his realm. He bargains 
well, and ha$ now done fo ; but let it be as we 
fay, and he will be deferted and difgraced ; and, 
in God*s name, let fuch an envoy be fent thither 
as will be attended to, and make him feel how very 
ill he has behaved.' 

Thefe murmurings increafed fo much that the 
king, his uncles and council deliberated whom 
they fhould fend to remonftrate with the king of 
Caftille, that he enter not, at his peril, into trea- 
ties with the duke of Lancafler and the Englifh 
any way detrimental to the crown of France. If 
he had done fo, or intended it, he was to be told, 
that the power of France would debafe him as 
much, if not more than it had exalted him, and 
that the king and his country would not attend to 
any other thing before they had completed his de- 
ftrudlion. It was long debated who would be the 
propereft perfon to fend thither ; for it was agreed 
it fhoold be feme one of courage and well fpoken, 
as it would be fruitlefs fending fimple perfons on 
fuch a meffage. Three were named ; the lord de 
Coucy, fir John de Vienne admiral of France, and 
fir Guy de la Trimouille, and either of thefe three 
would be fiilly qualified to go to Caftille. Having 
confidered all things, they chofe fir John de Vi- 
enne ; and it was told him, on the part of the king 
and his council, — ^ Admiral, make your prepitra- 

tion^ 
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tions for a journey to Caftille : you will have no 
other than credential letters, for it is enough that 
you are mafter of the fubjefl: on which you are 
fent. Tell the king of Caftille to read or have 
read to him all the treaties of alliances, and pror 
mifes of friendfliip, which have been formed and 
fworn to between the two crowns ; and remember 
well all the anfwers you may receive from him or 
his minifters on this fubjeft, that we may regulate 
our condud: accordingly.' All this, the admiral 
faid, he would ftudioufly attend to. 

The admiral was not long in making prepara- 
tions for his journey, and, having taken leave of 
the king and his uncles, left Paris, taking the xofA 
towards Burgundy ; for he was defirous of vifiting 
the pope and his brother at Avignon, which be 
did. • 

We will now for a while leave him, and fay 
fomething of Geoffry Tete-noir and the fiege of 
Ventadour, in which he was inclofed } but we muft 
firft fpeak of the duke of Berry, whofe impatience 
to marry again was Ihewn within the year, when 
he took to himfelf a wife, of whom I Ihall fpeak, 
and fay who fhe was^ and where he was marricdf 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

IHB DUK£ OF BERRY, BEING DISAPPOINTED IN HIS 

MARRIAGE WITH THE DAUGHTER OF THE DURE 

OF LANCASTER^ SENDS TO THE COUNT DB FOIX 

TO DEMAND THE DAUGHTER OF THE COIWT DE 

, BOULOGNE, WHOM HE HAD IN WARDSHIP. 

^HE duke of Berry, having been difappomtcd in 

marrying the daughter of the duke of Ljin- 

cafter, was told that the count de Boulogne had a 

beautiful daughter called Jane, by the lady Eleanor 

de Comminges ; that fhe was not with her father 

nor mother, but in the country of Beam with his 

good friend and coufii^ the count de Foix ; that ibe 

had been educated by the count, in his caftle of 

Orches, for the fpace of nine years, and he had the 

^ardfliip of all her property ; and that the father 

and mother had not any way interfered fince fhe 

had been under the care of the count, nor had the 

young lady coft them any thing ; that (he had been 

often demanded in marriage, but the count de 

foix had turned a deaf ear, faying, Ihe was yet too 

young, and in particular by fir Bernard, brother 

to the count d'Armagnac, who had repeatedly 

prefTed the matter, promifing, on the accomplifh- 

pient of this marriage, to put an end to hi^ war on 

3evn 
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B^ara and b!s claims an that country^ Notwitb* 
(landing thefe fair propiifes^ the count would noC 
liften to him, but faid that his coffin was too 
young. 

He gave, however, other reafons to his confi» 
dential friends, an4 fs^d tp iir Efpaign du Lyon,-*- 
^ Thefe Armagnacs muf): think me a great fodl^ 
when they a& me to confent to my deilru£tion. If 
I give them my couiin, I ihali add to their ftrengtb^ 
and weaken myfelf. They already withhold from 
her by force her inheritance, in right of her mof 
ther, of Comminges ; for the count dp JSoulogne 
is as nobody to oppofe thenu- 

When the count d'Armagnac and his brother^ 
fir Bernard, found they could not fucceed, they 
fpoke to the duke of Berry, during the life of thdr 
aunt, his firft duchefs, that it would be a good nuMcb 
for his fon, John of Berry. 

The duke, in confequence, had fent properly* 
qualified perfons to the count de Foix in Bean), to 
entreat that all former aiumofities might be for* 
given and forgotten, and that he would confent to 
the marriage of his coufin and ward with bis foa 
John ; for that the count de Boulogne, her father^ 
was very well fatisfied that it fhojald take place. 

The count entertained the envoys handfomely, 
but excufed himfelf for not complying with their 

• 

demand, as the lady was too young ; and becaule 
he had moft folemnly promifed and fworn to the 
countefs her mother, when fhe delivered her intq 
his hands, that he would never betroth her to any 
perfon whatever without her l^nowledge* H^ 

would 
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ifrculd therefore keep his oath, and no one ought 
to attempt to make him break it. Thefe were the 
cxcufes the count made, ; for he knew well that his 
coufm, the countefs of Comminges, who relided 
•^ith her brother^ the count d'Urguel, in Arragon, 
i?eould never confent to her daugjhter's marriage 
with any one connefted with the Armagnacs- 

The ambafladors from the duke of Berry re- 
-turned, therefore, unfuccefsfiilly ; and in their ab- 
fence the count de Foix faid, ^as I learnt from fir 
Efpaign du Lyon)— ^ The duke of Berry and his 
adviferg muft think me very weak and ignorant, 
when they propofe that I fhould reinforce my ene- 
itties* John of Berry is coufin to my adverfaries, 
the Armagnacs : this match I will never confent 
to, and had much rather marry her in England ; 
and 1 have already had propofals from Henry of 
Lancafter, ,fon to the duke of Lancafter. If I 
Were not afraid of too much angering the king 
of France, no one elfe fhould have my coufin. At 
•this moment I know not how to aft ; but I will 
tnarry her to my own fatisfadion, to prevent any 
of the Armagnacs having her againft my will ; for, 
as the whole depends on my determination, I have 
no occafion to be melancholy, or to be very anxious 
on this fubjedt.* 

. When the duke of 'Berry knew for certain that 
the dukeof Lancafter intended marrying his daugh- 
ter with the infant of Caftille, and that there were 
no hopes of breaking it off, he was fo penfive and 
melancholy for five or fix days, that thofe of his 
neareft relations inquired the caufe of it. Having 

opened 
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opened his mind to them^ and complained of hid . 
difappointment, his council replied, — ^ Sir, ifyoa* 
have failed with the lady Catherine of Lancafter, 
you may be more fuccefsful in another quarter, 
with the daughter of a great lord, and who, in due* 
time, will be a confiderable heirefs, though at this 
moment fhe is a little too young for your time off 
life ; and I know not if the count de Foix wiU not 
en this account refufe his confent.' ^ Is fhe the 
daughter of the count de Boulogne ?' alked th0> 
duke. ' Yes, my lord/ * In God's name,' re^ 
plied the duke, ' let us make the trial.' 

It was not long after this before he wrote to the 
count de Foix to fignify to him, in the moft friends 
ly manner, that he would fend him four knights 
of high quality, fuch as the count de Sancerre, the 
lord de la Riviere, fir Guy de la TrimouilLe and 
the vifcount d'AlTy, to treat with him for his ward, 
the daughter of the count de Boulogne, in mar* 
riage ; and thefe lords were of fuch importance, as 
to juflify him in putting implicit faith in them ; but 
he begged of him to fend him a fpeedy ianfwer to 
his letter, that thefe knights might not undertake 
a commiflion that would be unfuccefsful. 

The count de Foix received handfomely the mel^ 
fengers who brought this letter, and wrote back by 
them to the duke of Berry, that he was very happy 
in the propofals he had made, and was ready to re- 
ceive the four knights either in Foix or in Beam ; 
but that the confent of the count and , countefs de 
Boulogne muft firft be had. 

The duke of Berry was well pleafed on receiv- 
ing 
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!flg fuch an anfwer, and negotiated with oiie ztid 
another^ during the winter, that his marrbge might 
take place in the courfe of the fummer. The bu-* 
iinefs, notwithftanding, was not fo foon accom« 
pliihed ; for the duke of Berry knew well that the 
count de Foix was not a perfon to ad haftily, and 
that there would be many queftions and replies bc< 
fore the matter could be expeded to be brought 
to a conclulion. He therefore prudently carried 
on the treaty, by fending fpecial mefiengers to pope 
Clement, who was nearly related to the young 
lady. 

The pope was rejoiced at hearing his coufin 
would be fo highly connefted as with the duke of 
Berry, uncle to the king of France ; and he wrote^ 
in confequence, to the count de Foix, to notify ta 
him in an honourable manner, that he would not 
on any account this propbfal fhould be rejefted, for 
their families would be made by it. 

The count de Foix received letters from all quar^ 
ters ; for he could, on fuch bccafions, well diffem- 
ble his real fentiments, and yet retain the affeSionaf 
of all, the pope as well as the duke of Berry ; but 
there were none fo wife among them, that knew* 
what were the count^s real thoughts. 

We will now leave this matter, and return ti^ 
the fiege of Vcntadour* 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

CEOFFRY TETE-NOIR IS WOUNDED IN THE HEA0^ 
AT A SKIRMISH, AND COMMITS EXCESSES WHICH 
CAUSE HIS DEATH.— *-HE MAKES A Wlhhf AND 
SUBSTITUTES TWO GOVERNORS OF VENTADOU^ 
IN HIS ROOM. 

Y OU have before heard how fir William de Ug- 
nac and fir Joha Bonne-lance, with many 
knights and fquires from Auvergne and limoufin^ 
had befieged the caftie of Ventadour, and Geoffry 
Tete-noir within it. It was fo ftrong, that it coul4 
not be taken by ftorm ; and he had lain in fuch 
ilores of aU things, as to fecure a fufficiency for 
feven or eight years, without any thing new being 
added. The befiegers, who had furrounded it with 
blockhoufes, came at times to flcirmifh at the bar* 
riers ; and it happened that, at one of thefe, Geof* 
fry T^te^noir advanced fo far that he was ftruck on 
the head by a bolt from a crofs-bow, which pafled 
through the helmet and cap underneath, and 
wounded him fo feverely as to occafion him to be 
carried to his bed. His companions were much 
vexed at this, and, during the time he was in this 
fiate, all (kirmifhing ceafed. 

Had he taken proper care of himfelf, he would 
have ibon been cured of this wound } but he in- 
dulged 
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bulged himfelf in many excefles, partictilarly irf 
fornication, for which he paid dearly enough by 
his death. He was warned of the confequences of 
this condud, and told that he was in fo danger- 
ous a condition, (the wound having become an im- 
pofthume) that it was neceflary he fhould fettle his 
affaits. He did, and made his will in the way I 
iball relate. 

He ordered the principal perfons of his garrifon, 
^d thofe who had been the moil ufed to arms, into 
his prefence ; and when they were come, he faid 
to them, fitting up in his bed, — ^ My fair firs, and 
companions in arms, I know I am in great danger 
t£ death : we have been a long time together, and 
I* have been a loyal captain to you all, to the ut- 
tnoft of my power; 1 fhould wifh, therefore, to- 
lee, before 1 quit this world, my fucceflbr appoint- 
ed, who would gallantly behave himfelf towards 
you and defend this caftle, which I fhall leave plen- 
tifully flocked with all neceflary things, fuch . a& 
wines, provifion and artillery. I therefore beg you 
will tell me if you have taken jmy fleps, or have 
thought of elefting any one able to govern and 
lead you as men at arms ought to be governed and 
led, for fuch has been my manner of carrying on 
the war ; and in truth I cared not againfl: whom. I 
did indeed make it under fhadow ef the king of 
England's name, in preference to any other ; but 
I have always looked for gain and conquefl where- 
ever they may be had ; and fuch fhould ever be the 
condufl: of adventurous companions, who are for 
deeds of arms and to advance themfelves.^ 

* Tlii5 



* This country is very fertile : many gobd com« 
pofmons have been made \nth it, though the French 
now check them by their war ; but this cannot aU 
ways laft, for their blockhoufes and fiege mud 
have an end. Now, tell me truly, have any of 
you thought of the perfon who is to fucceed 
me ?' 

The companions remaining filent, he again ad* 
dreffed them with the utmoft good humour, fay^ 
ing,— ^ I can eafily believe you have had fome 
converfations togedier on what I have mentioned ; 
and I alfo, during the time I have been forced to 
keep my bed, have thought on this matter for you/ 
• Sir,\ replied they, * we refer the matter to you ) 
and it will be more agreeable if it came from yott 
than from us : you will therefore be pleafed to in^ 
form us of your will.' 

* Yes,' faid Geoffry, * I will tell you, and ntrnti 
thofe I wifh to fucceed me. Here is AUeyn Roux 
and his brother Peter, my coulins, who are good 
men at arms and of my blood: I entreat you^ 
therefore, to accept of AUeyn as your governor^ 
and that you will fwear to him, in my prefence^ 
loyalty and obedience, as well as to his brother ; 
but 1 mean that Alleyn fhould have the fovereign 
command.' * Sir," anfwered they, * we will cheer- 
fully do fo, for you have well chofen.' » 

All the companions theii took oaths of obedience 
to ^ifeyn Roux, and to his brother Peter. When 
this was done, Geoffry T6te-noir again addreflfed 
them : > Well, my friends, you have complied 
with my requeft, and I thank you for it. Becaufe 
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I;Wi{h:you fliould partake of* what you have helped 
|fne to conquer, I ixiuft inform you, that in that 
cheft which you fee yonder (pointing to it with his 
finger), there is a fum of thirty thoufand francs. I 
Vould acquit my confcience and myfelf towards 
thofe who have faithfully ferved me : fay, there- 
fore, if you will truly fulfil the articles of my will/ 
Having faid they would, he continued : ' In the 
firft place, I leave to the chapel of St. George, 
within our walls, the fum of fifteen hiuidred francs 
for repairs and additional buildings. I give to my 
miftrefs, who has been faithfully attached to me, 
two thoufand five hundred francs — ^To AUeyn 
Roux, your governor, two thoufand francs — To 
my valets de chambre, five hundred francs — To 
my officers, fifteen hundred francs. The furplus 
I thus difpofe of: you are about thirty companions, 
all engaged in the fame enterprife, and you fhould 
behave like brothers to each other, without envy, 
riot or ftrife. The fum I have mentioned you will 
find in the cheft: divide it, therefore, ^mong you 
fairly and honourably ; but fhottld the devil get 
among you, and you cannot agree, here is a y/ell 
tempered fliarp axe, cut open the cheft, and let thofe 
A^'ho can, feize the contents/ 

To this fpeech, they unaniraoufly replied, — 
* Lord and mafter, we will not difagree. We have 
fo much loved and feared you, we will never break 
the cheft, nor difobey any of the orders you have 
given us / 

Such as I have related was the laft will of Gcof- 
fry Tete-noir, whp only lived two days more, and 

was 
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was buried in the chapel of Saint George in Ven- 
tadour. All his legacies were paid, and the over- 
plus divided among them according to his orders, 
and Alleyn Roux with his brother Peter were 
obeyed as governors of the caftle. 

The blockade, however, was not for this raifed, 
nor were the Ikirmiibes lefs frequent. The french 
knights and fquires of Auvergne and Limoufln 
were rejoiced at the death of Geoffry Tete-noir, 
and were not fo much afraid of thofe he had left 
behind, for he had been a moft adtive and fuccefs- 
ful captain in war and in forming garrifons. 

We will now return to the duke of Gueldrcs fof 
a ihort time, and fay what befel him at this fea- 
fon ; having already mentioned the trouble he ha4 
given to the king of France and his uncles, by 
forcing them to march to the borders of his coun- 
try, and then to return without doing bim any con- 
fiderable damage. 
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CHAP. L. 

THE DUKE OF GUELDRES IS MADE PRISONER ^N 

PRUSSIA ; AND, THOUGH DELIVERED BY THE 

/ KNIGHTS OF THE TEUTOKIC ORDER^ HE KETURK3 

TO KEEP HIS FAITH TO THE PERSON WHO HAD 

TAKEN HiMtf 

'IX/'HEN the duke of Gueldres p^ccived that the 

whole army of Frimce had retreated, and 

that peace was eftabliflied with the duchefs of Bra« 

bant and his other enemies by means of the trea* 

ties, the particulars of which you have heard re^ 

lated : one of the articles being underftood to have 

been the furrender of the town of Grave within 

the year, on fuch conditions as had beed agreed on 

between him, the duke of Burgundy and duchefs 

of Brabant, and when he found he had now no« 

thing to do at home, under thefe circumftances^ 

I fay, he refolved to make an excurfion into 

' Pruflia. 

He made preparations accordingly, and, accom- 
panied by many knights and fquires of his own and 
other countries, began his journey thither about 
the odave of Saint Martin, taking his road through 
Germany^ Whierever he paffed, he was h^d- 
fbmely received, and arrived on the territory of 
Pruffia. I know not how it happened, but he and 

his 
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his company were waylaid in the plains^ and au« 
tacked by a body of men at arms, of whom he had 
not the lead fufpicion, and for that reafon they 
were overpowered. They loft their arms, horfes^ 
gold and filver plate, and were carried prifoners to 
a town hard by, where all uho could r^nfom thenu 
felves did fo : particularly the duke of Gueldres 
pledged himfelf to a fquire called ^rurant; his 
(irname I am ignorant of; and then the duke of 
Gueldres and his company were led to a ftrong^ 
town of the duke de Stulpe*, not that the duke 
was there in perfon. 

When the grand mafter and knights of the teu«> 
tonic order heard that the duke of Gueldres hi^ 
been attacked and made prifoner on hh road to 
Prudia, they were exceedingly toraged, and faid 
it (hould not remain unpuniflied, otherwife they 
would be greatly blamed. They inftantly iflued 
their fummons for the attendance of their vaflalt, 
and marched with a large force of men at arms 
from Commifbergt to the town wherein the duke 
of Gueldres was detained prifoner. 

The fquire who had made the duke prifoner, 
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^ Duke of Stulpe; Q. if not Ulrick^ grand mafter of the 
teutonic order; but, on looking into the lift of grand maftersi 
I £nd that Weinrich de Knippenrode, G. M. died - 1382 
Conrad Zcelner de Rodenftein^ ... I3g0 
Conrad de Wallen rod, - - • - - - 13^4 
Conrad de Jungingen, -.----. 1407 
Ulrick, killed in battle, ...... 1410 

f Commiiberg. Q. Koningibeig. 

having 
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having heard of this expedition, was alarmed for 
the confequences, and determined to leave the 
caftle, as ill might befal him fhould he be taken ; 
but. before he departed he waited on the duke of 
Gueldres, and thus fpoke : ' Duke of Gueldres^ 
you are my prifoner, and I am your matter. You, 
as a gentleman, have pledged your faith and oath, 
that wherever I fhould pleafe to go, thither you 
would follow me I know not if you have fent 
for the grand mafter of the teutonic order, but he 
is marching hither in fuch force that I do not think 
it prudent to wait for him. Do you remain, if 
you pleafe, but I (hall carry away your faith with 
me/ To this the duke of Gueldres making no 
reply, the fquire departed, and, having mounted 
his horfe, rode off to a caftle of greater ftrength ; 
but, on his going away, he added, ' You will find 
me at fuch a place,' and named to him the caftle, 
which was very ftrong, and far from all roads. 

He was no fooner gone than the grand mafter 
arrived with a confiderable force : no one iffued 
forth to oppofe him : and, had he found the fquire 
within, he would infallibly have put him to dea^h. 
He therefore returned to KoningftDerg, carrying the 
duke of Gueldres with him. 

I will relate what was the end of this event ; for 
in whatever country it was told, and efpecially in 
Germany, it was varioufly fpoken of, to the, great 
aftonifliment of all lords who heard it. When the 
duke of Gueldres arrived at Koningfberg, having 
obtained his liberty in the manner I have faid, he 
confidered that he bad pledged his faith to return 

to 
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to the fquire who had made him prifoner : likewife 
remembering what the fquire had faid on his de- 
parture, he was much cad down, and thought him- 
felf bounden in honour to acquit himfelf loyally 
towards him. He therefore told the grand mafter 
he could not longer remain with him-, nor for any 
difpenfation or abfolution would give up his inteU' 
tion of furrendering himfelf to his mafter in the 
caftle where he had been appointed to do fo; which 
every one confidered as an aft of great honour. 

When this came to the ears of his relations and 
fubjefts in Gueldres, they treated for his liberty, 
which they obtained through the means of the duke 
of Stulpe, who took much pains in thp bufinefs ; 
but, .before the duke would confent to hisenlarge- 
ment, he made the duke of Gueldres fwear, that 
neither himfelf, his heirs, nor any perfon attached 
to him, would ever feek open or private revenge 
for the infult he had received. Thus was the duke 
of Gueldres fet at liberty; but in the year 1388 
did this misfortune befal him. Let us return to fir 
John de Vienne, admiral of France, and relate 
what he faid from thfe king of France to the king 
of Caftille. 
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CHAP. LL 

«Tll JO»K DE VIENNE, HAVING RECEIVED HIS AN- 
SWER FROM THE KINO OP CA8TILLE, RETURNS TO 
FRANCE.-— THE DUKE OF LANCASTER PROCEEDS 
IN THE MARRIAGE OF HIS DAUGHTER TO THE IN- 
FANT OF CA8TILLE. — THE EARL OF ARUNDEL, 
HAVING MADE SOME CRUISES ON THE COASTS OF 
NORMANDY, RETURNS WITH HIS FLEET TO SNG- 
LAND. 

^nnHE admiral of France continued bis journey 
until he arrived in CafUlle, when he inquired 
where the king refided. He was anfwered, ^ Moft 
(rommonly at Burgos/ whither he then rode. Hav- 
ing difmounted at his inn, he made himfelf ready 
to go to the palace i but as foon as the king's houfe- 
hold heard of .his arrival, he was vifited by them, 
moft' honourably, according to the cuftom of the 
country, from their attachment to the king of 
France, to whom they held themfelves much in- 
debted, and he was conduced to the king's apart- 
ment. Sir John was kindly greeted by the king, 
to whom he gave his letters. The king took them, 
and called his council afide, when, having read and 
conAdered them, they found he had full powers 
given him, and fir John was called and bade to ex- 
plain 
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plain the caufe of his coming. He^ vho was ready 
prepared, thiis fpc^e, in handfome language : 

^ Sir king, and you gentlemen of his council^ 
the king of France fends me hither, on account of 
the marriage which he has heard is about to take 
place between your fon and the daughter of the 
duke of Lancader, who is, as you know, his . 
enemy. The king of France and his minifters are ^ 
greatly at a lofs to conceive how you could think 
of entering into any treaty of marriage, or other 
engagement, without their being made acquainted 
with it ; for they fay truly, that no union can be 
formed between children without great intimacy 
and affedion of the parents being the confequences. 
They therefore tell you, by my mouth, to be care» 
ful not to enter into any treaties that may be preju* 
dicial to the king of France ; and that thofe. So 
folemnly fworn to be obferved by the late king 
Henry, your father, the prelates, nobles and cities 
of the realm, be no way infringed, otherwife you 
will incur the pain of excommunication from the 
pope, and the indignation of the king and barons 
of France, whom you will find, to your difgrace, 
your moft bitter enemies. This is what I am or- 
dered to fay to you from the king of France and 
his council.* 

When the king of Caftille and thofe prefent heard 
fuch a reproachful meffage from the king of France, 
they were fo niuch aftonifhed, that they looked at 
each other, but not one attempted to make any re- 
ply. A bifhop, however, who happened to betherc, 
made the following anfwet: 

^Sir 
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'^ Sir John, you arc newly arrived in this coim- 
fry, and the king and ourfelves are glad to fee you, 
and bid you welcome. Fair fir, the king has per- 
feftly heard and underftood your meffage, and you 
(hall fhortly,. within a day or two, have fuch an an- 
fwer as will give you fatisfaftion/ ' It is enough,* 
replied fir John de Vienne, who then. took leave 
of the king and council and returned to his lodg- 
ings. It was reported to me that he remained feven 
days without having any anfwer ; that there was 
very great diffembling on this occafion, and he be- 
came quite melancholy, for he never faw the king, 
but remained in his apartment, fcarcely vifited by. 
any one. Sir John de Vienne, noticing this delay, 
fpoke of it to fome of the council, whom he fome- 
times faw, declaring he would return without the 
anfwer. They fufpefted he would keep his word 
and do as he faid, for in truth fuch was his inten- 
tion. He was therefore invited to the palace, and 
fuch anfwers made him, that, on his return, he 
told the king of France, and thofe who had fent 
him, not to be under any uneafinefs refpefting the 
king of Caftille or his council, for they would ne- 
ver ente;r into any treaties with England that fliould, 
in the fmalleft degree, be detrimental to thofe which 
had been formed between France and Caftille. 

If the king of Caftille married his fon to the 
daughter of t;he duke of Lancafter, according to 
the unanimous wi(h of his country, as the means 
of obtaining peace, and extinguifhing all claims on 
his crown, it ought not to have given umbrage to 
the king of Frs^nce noix ^0 that nation j for the? 

king 
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king of Caftaic 'and his fubjeftswere firmly rc- 
folved to adhere to every point of the treaties exift"- 
ing between tbeiii and France. 

Such was the purport of the anfwer fir John de 
Vienne had brought from Caftille. The king of 
Caftille and the duke of Lancafter pi oceeded in the 
marriage, and a treaty of peace was amicably agreed 
on between them, by the before-mentioned com- 
miffioners, for the duke fl:ill refided in the Border 
lois. He had come with his duchefs and daughter 
from Bayonne to Bordeaux, where he was joyfullyr 
received, as they were defirous of his living among 
them, and thence had gone to Libourne*, 

When it was known for certain, in the caftle of 
the count de Foix, that the king of Caftille hatf 
made peace with the duke of Lancafter, and had 
put an end to all his claims, by the marriage of his 
fon with the lady Catherine of Lancafter, to whoM 
he had given extenfive territories in Caftille, b^- 
fides a large fum to the duke, amounting to two 
hundred thoufand nobles, the count was greatly 
aftoniftied, (^for I was then prefent) and faid; 
' This king of Caftille is a poor creature to make 
peace with a dead man ; for I am fure the duke of 
Lancafter was in fo bad a way he knew not wher^ 
to turn himfelf. On my faith,' continued the count, 
^ the duke is a man of ability, and has prudently 
managed this matter/ 



* Libourne, a town on the confluence of the Dordogne and 
Garonne, five league^ nerth-eaft from Bordeaux. 

• It 
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It was about Chriftmas that the fleet of the earl 
of Arundel^ which had been hovering the whole 
year along the coafts of Brittany, la Rochelle, 
Saintonge and the Bordelois, came to the fhores of 
Normandy, and failed by Carentan. It had indeed 
before landed at Cherbourg, and the earl feemed 
inclined to make war on that part of the country. 
The town of Carentan and its dependencies were 
under the command of the lord de Hambre and 
the lord de Torci, who had with them a confider- 
able number of knights and fquires of Normandy. 

The earl of Arundel, learning how ftrongly it 
was garrifoned, pafled by, thinking he might lofe 
more than he could gain were he to attack it, and 
tell on another town, called Torigny*, which he 
took by florm, and gained great wealth by plun- 
dering it. They carried away many prifoners, 
and marched to the barriers of Bayeux:, but only 
made a flight fl^irmifli. The Englifli pafled the 
fords of St. Clement and did great damage to thofe 
parts ; for they flaid there for fifteen days without 
any one coming to oppofe them. 

The marflial de Biainville was indeed in Nor- 
mandy ; but he had no information of what was 
pafling, or he would have provided a remedy. The 
Englifli having finiflied their expedition, and done 
one hundred thoufand francs of mifchief to Nor- 
mandy, made a prudent retreat, and, re-crofling 



* Torigny, a town in Norn^andj, three leagues from St. 
t,o, eight from Coutances. 

the 



3Sd 

the fbrds^ returned to Cherbourg^ where they em« 
barked their pillage fafely on board the fleet : hav« 
ing weighed anchor, they took to the deep, and 
landed at Southampton* Such were the deeds done 
by this fleet, under the command of the earl of 
Arundel. 






CHAP. LII. 

THE LOKDlkWIS DE SANCERRE VISITS THE COUNT 
J)l FOIX AT ORTHES. A DEED OF ARMS IS PER- 
FORMED, BEFORE THE DUKE OF LANCASTER AT 
BORDEAUX^ BETWEEN FIVE FRENCH AND FIVE 
ENGLISH MEN. 

'I'HE lord Lewis de Sancerre^ marfhal of France, 
at this time redded at Touloufe or Carcaflbne 
In Languedoc, and was well informed of the trea- 
ties that were in agitation between the duke of 
Berry and the count de Foix, for the marKage of 
the daughter of the count de Boulogne, whom the 
duke wifhed to have, although the lady was very 
young. The marfhal had a defire to vifit the count 
de Foiz at Orthds, and i believe (from the inform- 
ation I had from his people, who found me there 
<t Chriftmas) the king of France had ordered him 
thither, and I will relate on what errand. 
. The king of France was at this period very 
young, though anxious to manage his government 

well. 
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well. He had never vifited Langucdoc, which iit 
an extenfive province filled with towns and caftlesy 
that had been almofl ruined by the oppreffions of 
the duke of Berry* Heavy complaints of this had 
been made to the king when he took the govern* 
ment into his own hands ; and he faid he wbuld 
travel into Languedoc, and vifit the pope, whom 
he had never yet feen, and he was Bkewife defirous 
of feeing the count de Foix, of whofe largefles and 
valour he had heard fb much. 

The marflial de Sancerre left Touloufe with full 
five hundred horfe, rode to Tarbes in Bigorre, and 

* 

thence to Orthes in Beam. The count de Foix, 
having had intimation of his coming, ordered the 
ftewards of his houfehold to have the town of Or- 
thes properly prepared for his reception, as his vifit 
gave him great pleafure. Thefe orders were punc- 
tually obeyed, and lodgings were marked out in 
the town for the marflial's attendants, but he hirti- 
felf difmounted at the caftle. The count de Foix 
went out of the town to meet him, attended by 
more than three hundred horfe, and received him 
moil kindly. The lord Lewis de Sancerre re* 
mained at Orthes about fix days ; and he then ac- 
quainted the count of the king's intended journey 
into Languedoc, and his defire to fee him. 

* In good faith,' replied the count de Foix^ * he . 
will be welcomfe there, and I will with pleafure wait 
on him.' * Indeed, my lord,' anfwered the mar- 
flial, * but it i3 the king's wifh to know on his ar* 
rival in Languedoc, plainly and openly^ whether 
you mean to attach yourfelf to the Fren<^h or to t^e 

Englifli ; 
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EngHfti ; for in thefe wars you have diflembled 
your real fcntiments, and have never borne arm« 
either from fummons or entreaties/ 

* Ah, lord Lewis/ faid the count de Foix, • I 
give you many thanks for having fpoken to me oti 
this fubjeft. If I have excufed myfelf from bear« 
ing arms for either fide, I have, as I think, good 
reafons for it : the wars between England and 
France no way concern me, for I hold my coun*^ 
try of Beam from God, my fword, and by inhe- 
ritance, I have not, therefore, any caufe to enter 
into the fervicc, or incur the hatred of either of 
thefe kings. I know well, that my enemies, the 
Armagnacs, have done all in their power to put me 
in the ill graces of both monarchs ; for before the 
prince of Wales marched into Spain, at the infti- 
gation of the count d'Armagnac, he would have 
made war on me, having a ftrong inclination for it, 
if fir John Chandos had not prevented him. Thanks, 
however, to God, I have always kept myfelf on 
my guard in as courteous a manner as poffible, and 
fhall continue to db fo as long as I live: .after my 
death, matters muft take the turn that is natural 
for them.' ' 

Thus did the count de Foix and the marfhal de 
Sancerre converfe as long as he ftaid. On his de- 
parture, the couht prefenced him witR a handfome 
courfer, a fine mule and good hackney, all of them 
richly caparifoned. He gave alfo to fir Robert 
ChallieSyto fir Richard Dauphin, and to the knights 
of the marfhal, two hundred francs each, and to 
five of his fquires fifty francs. 

When 
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When the marfiial took his leave, to returff to 
Touloufe, I wanted to accompany hitn ; but the 
count de Foix would not allow me^ and bade me 
ftay longer with him. This I was forced to com- 
ply with, and wait his will. The lord Lewis, on 
leaving Orth^s, took the road to Tarbes, whither 
he was efcorted by the lord dauphin of Bigorre, 
and fir Peter Cabeftan, one of the count de Foix's 
hpufehold. 

About this time, of the year 1389, there was a 
deed of arms performed at Bordeaux, before the 
duke of Lancafter, between five Englifhmen and 
the fame number of French, of whom fome were 
of the houfehold of the marfiial of France. The 
combatants were fir Fc&on d*Allagine, a gafcon 
Englifiiman, againfl: fir Morice Manniguet, a 
Frenchman; fir Arragon Raymond^ engliih, 
againft the baftard de Chauvigny, french; fir 
Lewis Malapers, governor of Aigues-Mortes, eng- 
Ufh, againfl: Jacquemin Corne de Cerf, french; 
Archibald de Villiers, french, againft the fon of 
the lord de Chaumont, gafcon-englifli«. Many 
knights and fquires from B6arn, and of the houfe- 
hold of the cou^t de Foix, being defirous of fee- 
ing thefe combats^ went thither: I accompanied 
them ; for it is but twenty-four leagues from Or- 
this to Bordeaux, and we were fpeftators of thefe 
duels, which were fought in the fquare before St. 
Andrews, in th'e prefence of the duke and diichefs 
of Lancaflier, their daughter, and the ladies and 
damfels of the country. They did not combat 
altogether, but each piwty feparately j and were to 

perform 



][)erfofm three ^(Mirfet with Tpe&i^i, tkree tHrkll 
fwords, the fande number with battle-aiires, and 
three with daggers, all on hoifeback. Tbe,tilting> 
occupied three days^ and were gaUahtly perfortMd 
without any of the ten being wounded^ Sir Ray* 
tnond killed the horfe of the baftard de Chauvigny^ 
Which greatly ingered the duke of Lantafteir t he 
blamed the knight much for having pointed bb 
fpear too low, and prtiifented the baftard With dnt 
of his own horfes. 

Such was the end of this deed of arins^ whicll 
being finiihed^ etery one returned t<^ hi$ owft 
borne* 
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CHAP. Lilt 

tH£ DUCHESS OF LANCASTER CAREIES BEtt SAtOB^ 
TtR TO CAI^TILLK, TO MARRY SER TQ THE IN* 

Jant.-^haVjno found the bon»s of HEk t^^ 

. tHER, SHE HAS THEM COxNVEYED TO SeViLLE^ 
AND BURIED WITH REGAL 0BS]K2UIES« 

CHOftTLY after thefe deids of arms, the clu<;kefe 
of Lancafter made preparations for h^ journey 
into Caftille, whither flie was to c^rry her daugh* 
ter^ to folemnize her marriage with the foh of the 
king of Caftille. It was her Ihtention, when in 
Caftiile, to vifit the field of battle of Monteil, where 
. Vox-. X3L 2 her 
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her Eetther, don Pedro, had loft his life, and make 
ftrid inquiries where his body had at that time been 
buried) which, when found, was. to be taken up, 
and conveyed to . the city of Seville, and magnifi- 
cently interred there, in a manner becoming a 
king. 

When in the month of March (iSSp) the fun 
began to h^ve fome force, and the days to lengthen, 
theduchefs, having her array ready, fet out from 
Bordeaux, and went to Bayonne^ where ibe parted 
from the duke, who returned to Bordeaux. She 
and her ladies continued, their jpurney to the city 
of Dax, where they were joyfully received, as that 
town belonged to England* They there repofed 
themfelves for two days, and then purfued their 
road through the country of the Bafques, the pafs 
of Roncefvalles, and entered Navarre. At PanK^ 
peluna, they found the king and queen of Navarre, 
who received them kindly : for the queen was lifter 
to the king of Caftille. 

The duchefs of Lancafter and hct daughter were 
upwards of a month traverling Navarre, for they 
refided at different parts with the king and queen ; 
and wherever they went all their expenies were 
defrayed. . 

On their entrance into Caftille, they were mod 
refpectfuUy treated by thofe of the king's houfe^ 
hold who had been fent to meet them : there were 
alfo deputies from different parts of the realm j and 
the young prince was to have the title of prince of 
Galicia. 

The marrbge having been folemnifed, and ali 

contra€U 
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contraflis figned, the duchefs left her daughter \!Wtn 
the king and her young hufband, who was then but 
eight years old. She took leave of the king to go td 
Monteil, as fhe had propofed, who had her at- 
tended by the greateft perfonages of his coutt* On 
her arrival at Monteil^ fuch refearches were made^ 
that (h^ dilcovered where her father had been bu- 
ried, and had his bones taken i^p, waih^d and em- 
balmed, and carried in a coffin to Seville, where 
the cavalcade was met by large proceilions fronl 
that town. 

The bones were conveyed to the cathedral, and 
there ihoft revef efttly buried, with very folemn ob** 
fequies, which were attended by king John of Caf- 
tille^ his fon, the young prince of Galicia, and the 
greater part of the prelates and barons of th^ 
realm. 

After the obfequies, each peribn returned home : 
the king of Caftille, accompanied by his fon and 
daughter-in-law, went to Val di Soria ; but the du- 
chefs of Lancaftet went to Medina del Campo, a 
handfome and large *town, which now belonged to 
htr by the late treaties of peace, and remained 
thtre fome time. 

We will leave fpeaking of her and of Caftille^' 
and relate the marriage of the duke of Berry, and 
other events which enfued* 
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CHAP. LIV. 

THE DUKB OF BERRY NEGOTIATES SO SUCCES^FUTLY 
WITH THE COUNT DE FOIX, THAT HE SENDS TO HIM 

HI'S COUSIN OF BOULOGNE, WHOM HE INSTANTLY 

MARRIES. 

MTHE duke of Berry, whofe firft duchefs, the 
lady Joan of Armagnac, had departed thi» 
fife, was very impatient to marry again j for no 
fooner was he affured of having failed in his pro- 
pofals to the duke of Lancafler than he fet clerks 
to work, and, with proper meffengers, fent to ne- 
gotiate with the count de Foix for the daughter of 
the count de Boulogne, whom he had had in ward- 
ihip for nine years. Becaufe the duke of Berry 
had no profpedl of fuccefs but through the count 
de Foix, (who was of fuch a charafter that he 
would do nothing that was difagreeable to himfelf 
for either father,* mother, pope, or any friend the 
young lady had,) he opened himfelf to his nephew 
the king of France and to his brother of Bur- 
gundy, entreating diem earneftly to interfere in the 
bufinefs. 

The king laughed moft heartily at his uncle of 
Berryjt who was now of a certain age, and faid,— 
^ My good uncle, what will you do with a young 

girl 
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girl of only twelve years old, and you are fixty ? 
On my faith, it is great folly in you to think of 
fuch things. Propofe my fair couiin John, your 
fon, to her, who is of a proper age, and a more 
fuitable match. - 

* My lord,' replied the duke, * this has been 
propofed, but the count de Foix would not liften 
to it, becaufe my fon defcends by the mother from 
the Armagnacs, and they are now anct have been 
fome time at war. If the girl is too young, I will 
fpare her a while, until (he be a perfed woman.' 

^ Indeed !* faid the king, '^ but, my bonny un- 
cle, (he will not fpare you.' He then laughingly 
added, * However, fince we fee your love for her 
is fo flrong, we will cheerfully aflifl you in the 
matter.' 

Not long after this, the king ordered the lord de 
la Riviere, his firft knight, fteward of his houfe- 
hold and chamberlain, to undertake a journey to 
Beam, and with him the vifcount d*Afly. The 
duke of Burgundy named, as envoys on his part, 
the bifhop of Autun, and fir William de la Tri- 
mouille. The duke of Berry entreated a prudent 
and valiant knight, count John de Sancerre, to go 
thither on his part. 

Thefe five knights, who were appointed to de- 
mand this young lady in marriage, for the duke of 
Berry, from the count de Foix, left their homes^ 
and were all to meet at Avignon. They ftaid with 
pope Clement, who was coufin-german to the fa-* 
ther of the lady, full fifteen days, and about Can- 
dlemas 
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dlemas departed, taking the road through Nimcij 
jind Morttpellier to Touloufe. 

Ti-ey travelled, with great ftate and fliort jour- 

I f 

iii^s, unto Beziers and Carcaflbne, where they found 
the .narfhal de Sancerre, who received thefm very 
ir?.;:'raacently,' as was right.' He converfed with 
them concerning the count lie Foix, of his aflFairs 
iSLHT eilablilhrnents, for it was not more than two 
months fince he had returned from thence. 

From Carcaflbne they went to Touloufe, and 
there remained while they fent meflengers to the 
iount de Foix at Ofthcs. They opened their pro- 
pofals of marriage, but djftantly ; for at the be- 
ginning the count was very cold, on account of the 
iduke of Lancafter, who at the time refided at 
Bordeaux or Libourne, having made offers of hrs 
I6n, the earl of Derby, for the youiig lady of Bou- 
logne; and it was thought, from the long time 
thefe lords remained at Touloufe, the marriage 
would not take eflPeQ:. 

They regularly fent daily and weekly accounts 
p( their progref$, and what anfwers they received 
from the pount de Foix, to the duke of Berry, 
iflho refided at la Noiinette * in Auvergne, and the 
duke, whofe only anxiety was to bring the matter 
to a cohclufion, repeatedly wrote bick to prefs 
them not to defift until they had conflicted the 
bufinefs. ' ' 

The count de Foix, who was wife and fubtle, 



* Ia J^onnette, a town in Auvergne, eleilion of Iflbire. 
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fitaSng die ardour of the duke, treated very coldly^ 
and tnanaged: the matter fo well, that, with the 
confent, and indeed at the entreaty of all parties, 
he received thirty thoufand francs for the time the 
young lady had been under his care and wardfhip. 
He might have had a larger fum, had he demanded 
it; but he wifhed to fhew moderation, that he 
might have their thanks, and alfo that the duke of 
Berry ihould f^pel himfelf under fome obligations 
to, him. 

When every thing was concluded, the count de 
Foix fent the young lady of. Boulogne to Morlans^ 
efcorted by five hundred lance? under the com- 
mand of fir Efpaign du Lyon, fir Reginald Wil- 
liam, fir Peter de Cabeftan, fir Adani de Cacafie, 
fir Manaut Nouailles and fir Peter de Kes. She 
was there delivered, in the name of the dukeof 
Berry, to the ambafladors from France, who were 
efcorted by the marlhal of France with five hun- 
dred fpears, and there the two parties feparated. — 
Thofe from Foix returned home, and the French 
carried with them the lady. 

The duke of Berry had fent to her his array of 
cars and horfes, with every fort of drefs and orna- 
ment for her head, as if fhe had been queen of 
France. I, John Froiffart, the author of this hif- 
tory, took my departure from Orthes at the fame 
time with her; for the count de Foix had told 
me I need not be in a hurry to leave him, for 
he would take care I fliould return in good 
company. 

Thq duchefs of ^erry, for fuch I fhall hence- 
forth 
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|btt& call htt^ oorAtintied bar jmirAef until fliQ 
Mme to Avignon^ when ibe tHfinciulti^ ^x iodgM 
iag^ provide for her by the {lope at Villeneavo 
without' A^gnoti* On the morrow, between eigiit 
pki ni|ie o'clock in the morning, ^ the cirdinalf 
wa^i:ed on her ; when, havi^ig ihoonted a white 
palftey the pope had given h^r, fhe crofled th^ 
bl'idge over the Rhone in great ilate, and wsated 
on the pope at his palace at Avignon, who wai 
feated in confiftory on his papal thrQ^e to receive 
her. He kifled her on the mouth on account of 
t:heir relationihip ; and the duchefs, with her com-* 
pany, then went to dinner at the hotel of the car^ 
dinal of Tunn, below the pope's palace, and there 
met s^ great company of cardinals. This was on a 
Tuefday : the following day the pope entertained 
her apd her attendants at dinner ; and this vifit of 
the duchefs, as 1 have heard fay, <;oft the pope ten 
thoufand fr^^ncs. 

I On the Friday ihe fqpped at the pd^l^ce, and topk 
Jeave of the pope. On the Saturday (he departed, 
$n4 dined and lay at Orange, She continued her 
journey on horfebc^ck, or in a carriage, through 
Valence and Vienne, to Lyon^ where flie repofed 
herfelf for two whole days. On her departure, fee 
^nt to la BreQe, th^n paffing thTough the coun- 
try of Forets, came to la Ps^liffe i^ Burgundy, then 
to Quifly, to Hanche-fur-Allier, and to Riom in 
Anvergtie, where fhe likcwife remained two days 
before the duke of Berry arrived. He came thi- 
ther in great ftate the night of Whitfunday, and 
on that d^y, %t two ^ clock it^ the wiorning, he 

was 
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was married to her. The mftrriage was very |ii&g* 
mfkent^ and there were pr^eat the count de Bon* 
logne, the count d'Eftampes and the count dau- 
phin d'Auvergne. The £paftin|;$ wd tournaments 
lafted for four days^ and I, the writer of this bool^ 
was a partaker of them all* 
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CHAP. LV. 

CERT Allf PRUDENT M£N NEGOTIATE A TRUCE, FOR 

THR££ Y£ARSy BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND ENQ* v 

USIf, AND ALL THEIR ALLIES. 

'Y'OU have heard that a truce had been concluded 
with all the Knglifh garrifons from the Loire 
to the country beyond the Garonne and Gironde, 
to laft until Saint John the Baptift's day 1389. — 
During this time, feme wife and great lords opened 
a negotiation for a general truce between France 
and England, on fea and land, for three years. It 
was the intention of thefe perfons that all the allies 
of either fide ihould be included in it, fuch as the 
kings of Caftille and Scotland, the king of Portu- 
gal, and many barons of Upper Gafcpny. They 
had much trouble before they could accomplifh 
this; for the Scots would no way liften to it, 
though, when the propofal was firft made by the 
king of France to the king of Scotland, he him- 

. fclf 
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felf had readily affented, for he wifhed not for way* 
* He fummoned, therefore, the prelates and barons 
of his realm, to lay the matter before them, as he 
could not agree to this truce for the kingdom \i^itb- 
out their confent ; and, if he had, they would not 
have abided by it. 

The letters which had been received from the 
king of France were read in their prefence, con- 
t^ing his wiih that they would agree with him for 
a truce of three years. This intelligence was very 
difagreeable to them, and they faid, — * The king of 
France feems to propofe a truce, when it is the mo- 
ment to continue the war : we have completely de* 
itated the Englifh at Otterbourne ; and the feafoh 
is not fo'far advanced, but that we may do it again 
and again.' Many debates enfued, for they were 
very unwilling to accept of a truce. It was at length 
refolved to fend a bifhop and three knights to the 
king of France and his council, to prevent the 
treaty from being further advanced, and to offer 
the friendfliip of the realm of Scotland. 

The bifhop of St. Andrews, fir Archibald Dou- 
glas, fir William Lindfay and fir John Sinclair, 
were appointed on this embafTy. They departed as 
fpeedily as they could, and, having landed at Sluys, 
rode on to Paris. 

' They laiji their credential letters, from the pre- 
lates and barons of Scotland, before the king of 
France and his couupil, and were readily liftened 
to, from 'the great defirethey had to profecute the 
war againft the Englifh. But, notwithflanding this, 
the treaty was now fo far advanced, that they could 

not 
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fiot retra£t: the Scots, therefore^ had very civil 
anfwers given them ; but the^ treaty was, of nec^f? 
fity, completed. 

The truce was concluded, through the means of 
commiflioners of high rank on both fides, who 
held their conferences at Leulinghem, between 
Boulogne and Calais. In it were included all the 
allies of France and England, who agreed to pre- 
ferve the peace inviolate, by every means, public 
or private, for the fpace of three years. 

The commiflioners from the king of France wprc 
the biflic^p of Bayeux, count Waleran de Saint Pol, 
lir William de Melun, fir Nicholas Bracque and 
fir John le Mercier, who refided at Boulogne. On 
the part of the king of England were the bifiiop of 
Durham, the earl of Salifbury,. fir William Beau^ 
champ, governor of Calais^ John Lanon, Nicholas 
de Gaberth and Richard Roelle, clerk and doftor 
of laws, who remained at Calais. The place of 
conference, where they mutually aflemblcd, was at 
Lulinghem, between Boulogne and Calais. 

At this period, there was much buftle in France 
and elfewhere, on account of the fplendid feafb 
king Charles intended holding at Paris, %n the 
entry of his queen Ifabella, who had never as yet 
vifited that city. Knights, fquires, ladies, and 
damfels made the richeft drefles for the occafion, 
of all which I will give an exaft account, before I 
fay more of the truce that was fairly written out, 
and fealed by all the parties. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

PRCISSART RELATES HIS TRAVELS AFTER HE HAD 

LEFT ORTHES. 

Y^OU who take delight in this hiftory mufl know, 
that on my leaving the caftle of the noble 
count Gafton de Foix, I returned through Au- 
vergne and France in company with the gallant 
lord de la Riviere and fir William de la Trimouille, 
who had conduced the lady Jane of Boulogne to 
the duke of Berry in the town of Riom, where he 
had married her, as has been related ; for, hav- 
ing been prefent at all thefe feafts, I may well 
fpeak of them. I wen£ thence to Paris, where I 
met the noble lord de Coucy, one of my patrons, 
who had lately married a daughter to the duke of 
Lorraine. 

The lord de Coucy entertained me kindly, and 
aflced many queftions about Foix, Beam, pope 
Clement, and Avignon as well as concerning the 
nuptials of the duke of Berry, and of a particular 
friend of his, and likewife one of my patrons, the 
lord Berald dauphin of Auvergne. To all his quef- 
tions I fatisfied him as to what 1 knew, or had feen, 
infomuch that he was well pleafed, and faicf, — 
*'You fhall come with me into Cambrefis, for I 

' , am 
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am going to a caltle the king has given me called 
Crevecoeur: it is two leagues from Cambray, and 
nine from Valenciennes/ * The diftances are very- 
right, my lord/ replied I, and accepted his oflFer. 
On the road, he told me, that the biihop of Bay- 
eux, the count de Saint Pol, fir William de Me- 
iun and fir John le Mercier, were at Boulogne by 
orders from the king of France j and that there 
were at Calais, on the part of king Richard of 
England, the bifhop of Durham, the earl of 
Salifbuiry, fir William Beauchamp governor of 
Calais, fir Johni Clambon, fir Nicholas Grand- 
bourg, knights and chamberlains to the king of 
England, and fir Richard Rocharle ^ doQtor of 
laws ; who had remained at Boulogne and Calais 
upwards of a month, waiting for commiifioners 
from Scotland, who were not arrived fix days ago, 
as my coufin Saint Pol writes me word. The king 
of France has therefore written to king Robert of 
Scotland, to prefs him to accept of the truce, for 



* Clambon, — Grandbourg, — Rocharle. Thefe names are 
different in almoft all the copies, MS. or printed. They afe 
called Lanon, L'afnon— Gaberth, Gunborch— RooUe tnd Ro- 
hale. Lord fierners retains them as in the preceding chapter, 
but totally omils^ them in this. The treaty, yrhicb is at length 
in Rymer, has the names as follows. Thofe from France are 
alfo different from FroiflTaTt. 

The bifhop of Durham,~fir William Beauchamp^ governor 
of Calais, — fir John Devereux, lit Ward of the king's houfehold, 
— fir John ClanVow, fir Nicholas Daggewortb, knights of the 
king*s chamber. 

the 
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the Englifli will not confent to it unlcfs the Scofs^ 
be included. ' 

Thus continuing our journey, we came to Cre- 
vecoeur, where I remained with hirii three days to 
repofe and refrefli myfelf, when I look leave and 
went to Valenciennes. After ftaying there a fort- 
night, I went to Holland, to vifit niy galltot pa- 
tron and lord the count de Blois, whom I found 
at Sehoenh6ven.' He made me good cheer, and 
inquired after news. I told him enough of all 1 
had feen or heard, and was with him upwards of 
a month, ad well at Gouda as Schoenhoven, and 
then took leave to return to Ftance^ to learn the 
particulars of the confef ences that were holding at 
I^linghem, bettveen the French arid Englifli, and 
Ukewife to be prefent at the magnificent feafts that 
were to be given at queen Ifabella's public entry 
into Paris, \vhere as yet fhe had never b6en*. 



* Underneath is the tranflation of a note, vol. iii. p. 85. 
of M. Levefque's hiftory of the five firft kings of the race of 
Valois. 

' One would be tempted to believe from the recitals of our 
biftoirians, that the queen^ who had now been married four 
years, made this her firfl entry into Paris. It is a midake. She 
was there in ;386, when Charles wrote to her, the 281 h Aprils 
from Mondidier, to fend to Amiens the amount of the taxes, 
and to haden all the men at arms and foreigners that were in- 
tended for the invafion of England from Paris. He ordera her 
at t!ie fame time to proclaim war afgainll the Flemings and their 
allies. One may c6nje6lure from this lettef^ that he bad en- 
trufted her with' the regency.' 

^ To- 
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To learn the moft I could, I travelled through 
Brabant, and managed to arrive at Paris eight days 
before the commencement of the feafts. I had fo 
much forethought, refpefting the french and fcots 
lords who had been at the conf<^renc6s at Leuling^ 
hem, that I made acquaintance with fir William 
de Melun, who related to me all their tranfadidHs, 
and that the count de St* Pol had paifed over to 
England to vifit his brother-in-law king Richard, 
and to have the truce confirmed, which was to lafl 
for three years ; biit he faid he would be here at 
all events to partake of the feafts* I aflced fir Wil- 
liam, ^ what lords the Scots had fent to the confer- 
ence ; for that in my younger days I had been in 
Scotland as far as the I^ighlands, and as at that 
time I was at the court of king David, I was ac- 
quainted with the greater part of the nobility of 
that country.* He told me, * that the bifhop of 
Aberdeen, fir James and fir t)avid Lindfay, and fif 
Walter Sinclair, were the commiffioners for Scot- 
land*/ All this I carefully remembered, that t 
might enregifter it in my chronicle, with all I (hould 
fee or hear at this grand feaft of queen Ifabella's 
entry, the arrangement of which was as follows. 



» * The fcots commiffionen are evidently wrong. The fineft 
MS. in the Britifli Mufeum has fix Archibald and fir William 
Lindfayj and fir John Sinclair. But in Rymer there is mention 
only made of the cardinal of Glafgow and biihop of Dunkeld. 
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CHAP. LVIl. 

SC£EN ISABELLA OF FRANCE MAKES HER l't7&U& 

V 

ENTRY INTb THE CITY OF t^ARISi ^ 

r\N Sunday the 20th day of June*, in the yeat* 
of our Lord 1399, there were! fuch crowds of 
people in Paris^ it wa^ marvellous to fee them ; and 
on this Sunday^ the noble ladie^ of France who 
were to accompany the queen aiTembled in the af- 
ternoon at Saint Denis^ with fuch of the nobility 
tk$ were appointed to lead the litters of the queen 
gnd her attendsUlts, The citizens of Paris, to the 
amount of twelve hundred, were mdunted on 
horfeback, drefled in uniforms of gteen and crim- 
ibn, and lined each fide of the road. 

Queen Joan and her datighteffj the duchefs of 
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* June. My MSS. and thtt in the B. Mufeum hare the 
20th of Aygufl. 

f Queen Joan and her' daughter, I fuQjeiSt there mud be 
fome mifiake^ although thta paragraph ul iti all the editions I 
know o(, printed and MS. ; but I cannot difcaver who theie 
perfonages weft, for all the queens of that name were dead^ the 
lad of them the preceding year^ and the duke of Touraiae. the 
king's brother> fucceeded to the title of duke of Orleans on the 
death of Philip in 139 1 • ^^ ^^ ^^^ lately married to Valen- 
tina of Milan^ who Is mentioned afterwards as forming part of 
theproceiHon. 

Orleans, 
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Orleans, entered Paris firft, about an hour aftet 
noon, in a covered litter, and^ paffing through the 
great ftreet of Sauit Denis, went to the palace 
where the king was wailing for them, and this day 
they went no farther. 

The queen of France, attended by the duchefs 
of Berry, the duchefs of Burgundy, the duchefs 
of Touraine, the duchefs of Lorraine, the coun- 
tefs of Nevers, the lady of Coucy, with a crowd 
of other ladies began the proceflion in open littera 
moft richly ornamented. The duchefs of Touraine 
was not- in a litter, but to difplay herfelf the morcj 
was mounted on a palfrey magnificently capari* 
fbnsd. 

The litter of the queen was led by the dukes of 
Touraine and Bourbon at the head ; the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy were at the centre, and the 
lord Peter de Navarre and the count d'Oflrevant 
behind the litter, which was open and beautifully 
ornamented. The duchefs of Touraine followed, 
on her palfrey, led by the count de la Marche and 
the count de Nevers, the whole advancing (lowly, 
at a foot's pace. After her came the duchefs of 
Burgundy and her daughter, the lady Margaret of 
Hainault, in an open litter, led by the lord Henry 
de Bar, and fir William, the young count de Na* 
mur. Then came the duchefs of Berry, and the 
daughter of the lord de Coucy, in an open and or- 
namented litter, led by fir James de Bourbon and 
fir Philip d' Artois. Then the duchefs of Bar and 
her daughter, led by fir Charles d'Albret and the 
lord de Coucy. There was no pardcular mentio^i 

Vol. IX. A a Oiade 
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made of the other ladies and damfels who follotredf 
in covered chariots, or on palfreys^ led by their 
knights. Serjeants, and others of the king's offi- 
cers, had full employment, in making way for the 
proceilion, and keeping off the crowd ; for there 
were fuch numbers aifembled, it feemed a3 if all the 
world had come thither. 

At the gate of Saint Denis, that opens into Pa- 
ris, was the rcprefentation of a ftarry firmament, 
and within it were children dreflfed as angels, whofe 
linging and chaunting was melodioufly fweet.-— 
There was alfo an image of the Virgin holding in 
her arms a child, who at times amufed himfelf with 
a windmill, made of a large walnut. The upper 
part of this firmament was richly adorned with thQ 
arms of France and Bavaria, with a brilliant fun 
difperfing its rays through the heavens ; and this 
fun was the king's device at the ehfuing tourna- 
ments *. 

The queen of France and the ladies took delight 
in viewing this as they paffed, as indeed did all who 
faw it. The queen then advanced flowly to the 
fountain, in the ftreet of Saint Denis, which was 
covered and decorated with fine blue cloth, be- 
fprinkled over with golden flower de luces. The 
pillars that furrounded the fountain were orna- 
mented with the arms of the chief barons of 
France j and, inftead of water, it ran in great 



* Louis XIV. took theiame device, with the motto of ' Nea 
piunbiu^ imparl 

ftreams 
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ftreams of CIsur6 • and excellent Kement f. Around 
this fountain were young girls handfomcly dreffed, 
having on their heads caps of folid gold, who fang 
fo fweetly, it was a pleafure to hear them ; and 
they held in their hands cups of gold, offering their 
liquors to all who chofe to drink. The queen flop- 
ped there to hear and look at them, as did the la- 
dies as they paffed by. 

Below the monaftery of the Trinity, there wai 
a fcaffold ere6ted in the ftreet, and on this fcaffold 
a caflle, with a reprefentatloti of the battle with 
king Saladin, performed by' living aftors : the 
Chriftians on one fide, and the Saracens on the 
other. All the lords of renown, who had been 
prefent, were reprefented with their blazoned war-* 
coats, fuch as were worn in thofe times. A little 
above was the perfon of the king of France, fur- 
rounded by his twelve peers, in their proper arms ; 
and when the queen came oppofite the fcaffold, 
king Richard was feeii to leave his companions and 
advance to the king of France, to requeft permif- 
fion to fight the Saracens, which having obtained, 
he returns to his army, who inftantly begin the at- 
tack on Saladin and the Saracens. The battle lafted 
for a coiifiderable time, and was feen with much 
pleafure. 

The procefHon then paffed on, and came to the 
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^ Clair^,— I cannot find. 

f Piement — is a liquor made of honey^ wine and different 
Ipices.— Du Cange. 

A a 2 iecond 
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fccond gate of Saint Denis*, where, like ta the 
firft:, there had been made a reprefentation of a . 
richly (tarred firmament, with the holy Trinity 
feated in great majelly, and within the heaven lit- 
tle children as angels finging very melodioufly.— 
As the queen pafled under the gate, two angels 
defcended from above, holding an extraordinarily 
rich golden crown, ornamented with precious 
( (lones, which they gently placed on the head of the 
queen, fweetly finging the following verfes : 

* Dame^ endofe entre fleurs de Lys, 
Eeine ^tes vous de Paris, 
De France, et de tout le pais. 
Nous en r'allons en paradis.' 

• 

When they came oppofite to the chapel of St. 
James, they found a fcaffold erefted on the right 
hand, richly decorated with tapeftry, furrounded 
mth curtains, in the manner of a chamber : within 
which were men who played finely on organs. — 
The whole ftreet of Saint Denis was covered with a 
canopy of rich camlet and filk cloths, as if they had 
had the cloths for nothmg, or were at Alexandria ' 
or Damafcus. I, the writer of this account, was 
prefent, and aftonifhed whence fuch quantities of 
rich fluffs and ornaments could have come ; for all 



* Denys Sauvage, in a marginal note, fays, ' that, he thinks 
this gate was called la Porte aux Peintres,' and waa pulled down 
in the reign of Francis I. 

It was called Porte aux Peintres, becaufe many painters 
refidcd near it. — Sau val. 

the 
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the houfes on each fide the great ftreet of St. De- 
nis, as far as the Chatelet, or indeed to the great 
bridge*, were hung' with tapeftries, reprefenting 
various fcenes and hiftories, to the delight of all 
beholders. 

The queen and her ladies, conduced by gres^ 
lords in their litters, arrived at length at the gate 
of the Chatelet, where they flopped to fee other 
fplendid pageants that had been prepared for them. 
At the gate of the Cfiatelet was erefted a caftle of 
wood, with towers, ftrong enough to laft forty 
years. At each of the battlements Was a knight 
. completely armed from head to foot ; and in the 
caftle was a fuperb bed, as finely decorated with 
curtains, and every thing elfe, as if for the cham- 
ber of the king, and this bed was called the bed 
of juftice, in which lay a perfon to reprefent St. 
Anne. On the efplanade, before the caftle, (which 
comprehended a tolerably large fpace) was a war- 
ren and much brufh-wood, within which were 
plenty of hares, rabbits and young birds, that fled 
out and in again for fear of the populace. From 
this wood, on the fide near the queen, there ifTued 
a large white hart, that made for the bed of juftice j 
from another part came forth a lion and eagle, well 
reprefented, and proudly advanced towards the 
flag. Then twelve young maidens, richly drefled* 



* Denys Sauvage fays, he means by the great bridge, the 
bridge of Notre Dame. 

with 
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wth chaplets of gold on their heads, came out of 
the wood, holding naked fwords in their hands, 
and placed themfelves between the hart, the lion 
and eagle, (hewing that, with their fwords, they 
were determined to defend the hart and the bed of 
juftice. 

The queen, the ladies and lords, having feen 
this pageant wich pleafure, paffed on, to the bridge 
of Notre Dame, which was decorated fo hand- 
fomely, it could not be amended : it was covered 
with a ftarry canopy, of green and crimfon^ and 
the ftreets were all hung with tapeflry as far as the 
church of Notre Dame. When the queen and her 
ladies had paffed the bridge, and were near the 
church, it was late in the evening ; for the procef- 
fion, ever fince it had fet out from St. Denis, had 
advanced but a foot's pace. 

The great bridge of Paris was hung all its length 
with green and white far-cenet ; but before the 
queen and her company entered Notre Dame, (he 
wa$ prefented with other pageants that delighted 
her and her ladies very much : I will defcribe 
them. 

A full month before the queen's entry to Paris, 
a mafter-engineer from Geneva had faftened a cord 
to the higheft tower of Notre Dame, which, paff- 
ing high above the ftreets, was fixed to the moft 
elevated houfe on the bridge of St. Michael. As 
the queen was paffing down the ftreet of Notre 
Dame, this man left the tower, and, feating him- 
felf on the cord, defcended finging, with two 

lighted 
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lighted torches in his hand, for it was now dark^ 
to the great aftonifhment of all who faw him, how 
he could do it. He kept the lighted torches in his 
hands that he might be feen by all Paris, and even 
two or three leagues off. He played many tricks 
on the rope, and his agility was highly praifed. 

The bifhop of Paris and his numerous clergy, 
clothed in their robes, were without the church of 
N6tre Dame waiting for the queen, who was helped 
out of her litter by the four dukes of Blerry, Bur- 
gundy, Touraine and Bourbon. When the other 
ladies had left their litters, and difmounted from 
their palfreys, they all entered the church in grand 
proceilion, preceded by the bifhop and priefls^ 
fmging aloud to the praife of God and the virgin 
Mary. 

The queen was condu&ed through the nave and 
choir to the great altar, where, on her knees, ihe 
made her prayers according as ihe thought good^ 
and prefented, as her offering, four cloths of gold 
and the handfome crown which the angels had put 
on her head at the gate of Paris, as has been re- 
lated. The lord John de la Riviere and fir John 
le Mercier inftantly brought one more rich, with 
which they crowned her. 

This being done, the queen and her ladies re* 
turned to their litters, wherein they were feated as 
before ; and, as it was late, there were upwards of 
five hundred lighted tapers attending the ^rocef- 
fion. In fuch array were they conduced to the 
palace, where the king, queen Joan, and the du% 

chefs 
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eliefs 6f OrleabS) were waiting for them •. The 
ladies here quitted their litters, and were conduced 
to different apartipents ; and the lords, after the 
dancing, returned to their hotelsf. 

On the morrow, which was Monday, the king 
gave a grand dinner to a numerous company of 



♦ Denys Sauvage, in a fnarginal note, fays, tfiat this queen 
Joan was the widow of Charles le Bel, and her daughter Blanche 
jnarried to fhiWp duke of Orleans^ brother to the late king 
John. ^ 

• Froiflart has nnentioned them before : but the widow of 
»Charles le Bel died, according to I'Art de Verifier les Dates^ 
Jit Brie-comte- Robert, 1370, and queen Ifabella*s entry was ki 
J389. 

f Froiffart having omitted a curious circumftance that hap-* 
,pcned at this entry of the queen, I (ball tranflate it from Les 
Grands Chroniques de St. Denis, 

' The king., having heard what fine pageants were prepar- 
ing, faid to Savoiii, who was one of his valets de chambre, 
' Savoifi, I beg that thou wouldft mount my good horfe, and I 
will get up behiiid thee ; and we will difguife ourfelves lb that 
'iio one (hall know us, and go and fee the entry of my wife.'— 
Savoifi did all he could to difiuade the king from this, but the 
king would be obeyed. They therefore difguifed themfclves, 
and the king rode behind Savoifi to different parts of Paris.— p 
They came to the Ch^telet as the queen was pafling, and the 
crowd was fo great, that Savoifi got into the midft. / Bailiffs, 
armed with ilaves, had been flationed there to prevent any harm 
Jjeing done to the pageant, who laid about them mol^ luftily to 
keep off the crowd. Savoifi and the king, ftill pulbing for* 
ward, the bailiffs, who knew not the king) gave to each feveral 
iharp blows on their fhouldcrs. In the evening, the king tolcj 
the ladies- what had happened to him at the Ch^telet, and there 
W2^ much laughing and joking on the occafion among them.'^ 

• 
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ladies ; and, at the hour of high mafs, the quem 
of France was led by the before-mentioned dukes 
to the holy chapel, where flie was anointed and 
fanftified as queens of France ufually are. Sir 
William de Viare, archbifhop of Rouen, faid mafs# 
After mafs, which was well and folemnly fung, the 
king and queen returned to their apartments, as 
did the other ladies to theirs, who lodged in the 
palace. 

Shortly after the mafs, the king, queen and all 
the ladies entered the hall. You muft know, that 
the great table of marble*, which is in this hall^ 
jand is never removed, was covered with an oaken 
plank four inches thick, -and the royal dinner placed 
thereon. Near the table, and againft one of the 
pillars, was the king's buffet magnificently decked 
out with gold and filver plate, and much envied by 
many who faw it. Before the king*s table, and at 
fome diftance, were wooden bars, with three en- 
trances, at which were ferjeants at arms, ufhers, 
and archers, to prevent any from pafling them but 



* * At one end of the hall of the palace was placed a mar- 
ble table that filled up almuH the whole breadth of it^ and wa9 
of fuch a fize for length, breadth, and thicknels, that it was 
fuppofed to be the greateft llab of marble exilling. 

• It ferved, for two or three hundred years, very different 
pnrpofes: atone time,' for a theatre, ©n which the attorneys^ 
clerks a6led their mummeries^ and at another for the royal 
fealU^ where only emperors,' kings and princes of the blood 
were admitted with their ladies : the other great lords dined at 
feparate tables. It was confumed by fire in 1618/— 5attt;«/ 
A^H^uiHi de Paris* 

thofe 
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thofe who ferved the table ; fot in truth, the crdtvd 
tiras fo very great, there was no moving but with 
much difficulty* There M^ere plenty of minftrelS) 
who played away to the beft of their abilities. 

The kings, prelates and ladies, having wafhed 
and feated themfelves at table, their places were as 
follows i the bifiiop of Noyon was feated at the 
head of the king's table, then the biihop of Lan-* 
gres^ and then the archbifhop of Rouen, by the 
(id^ of the king of France, who was that day 
clothed in a crimfon fqrcoat, lined with ermine, 
and the royal crown on his head. A little above 
the king was the queen, crowned alfo very richly. 
Next the queen was placed the king of Armenia, 
then the duchefs of Berry, the duchefs of Bur- 
gundy, the duchefs of Touraine, madams de Ne- 
irers, mademoifelle Bonne de Bar, madame de 
Coucy and Mademoifelle Marie de Harcourt. — 
There were none others at the king's table, except 
at the very lower end, the lady de Sully, wife of 
fir Guy de la Trimouille. 

There were two other tables in the hall, at which 
were feated upwards of five hundred ladies and 
damfels ; but the crowd was fo great, it was with 
difficulty they could be ferved with their dinner, 
which was plentiful and fumptuous. Of this it is 
not worth the trouble to give any particulars j but 
1 muft fpeak of fome devices which were curioufly 
arranged, and would have given the king much 
amufement, had thofe who had undertaken it been 
able to afl: their parts. 

In the middle of the hall was ereded a caftle of 

wood. 
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wood, forty feet high, twenty feet Ipng, and z$ 
many wide, with towers at each corner, juid oa^ 
larger in the middle. This caftle was to reprefextf 
the city of Troy the great, and the tower in the 
middle, the palace of Ilion, from which were dif*- 
played the banners of the Trojans, fuch as king 
Priam, Heftor, his other fons, and of thofe fhixt 
up in the place with them. The caftle, being ojl 
wheels, was yery eafily moved about. There wj^s 
a pavilion likcwife on wheels, on which were placed 
' the banners of the grecian kings, that was movecJt 
as it were, by invifible beings, to the attack qS 
Troy. There was alfo, by way of reinforcement, 
a large (hip well built, and able to contain ojie hun* 
dred men at arms, that, like the two former, w^s 
ingenioufly moved by invifible wheels. Thofe in 
the fhip and pavilion made a fharp attack on the 
caftle, which was gallantly defended ; but, from 
the very great crowd, this amufement could not laft 
long. There were, fo many people on all fides, fe^ 
veral were ft i fled by the heat ; and one table, near 
the door of the chamber of parliament, at which 
a numerous company of ladies and damfels wer^ 
feated, was thrown down, and the company forced 
to make off as well as they could. 

The queen of France was near fainting, from the 
cxceffive heat, and one of the doors was forced to 
b^ thrown open to admit air. The lady of Coucy 
was in the fame fituation. The king, noticing this, 
ordered an end to be put to the feaft, when the ta^^ 
ties were removed, for the ladies to have moj'e 
room. Wine and fpices were lerve4 around^ ^d 

every 
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every one i^tlred when the king and queen \t^ettt 
to their apartments* Thofe ladies who did not 
lodge in the palace » returned to their h6tels, to 
tecover themfelves of their fufFerings from the heat 
and crowd. 

The lady of Coucy remained in her hotel until 
It was late ; but the queen, about five o'clock, left 
the palace, attended by the duchefles before named, 
and, mounting an open litter, proceeded through 
the ftreets of Paris, followed by the ladies in lit- 
fers or on horfeback, to the refidence of the king, 
at the hotel de St. Pol. She was attended by up- 
wards of one thoufand horfe. The king took boat 
at the -palace, and was rowed to his hotel, which 
though it was fufBciently large, there had been 
erefted in the court, at the' entrance leading to the 
Seine> an immenfe hall, covered with undreffed 
cloths of Normandy, that had been fent from di- 
ters places:' the fides were hung with tapeftry, 
that reprefented ftrange hiftories, and gave delight 
to all who faw them. 

In this hall the king entertained the ladies at a 
banquet ; but the queen remained in her chamber, 
t^^here fhe fupped, and did not again appear that 
night. The king, lords and ladies, danced and 
amufed themfelves until day-break, when the 
amufements ceafed, and every one retired to his 
home, each of them to fleep and repofe themfelves, 
as it was full time. 

I will now fpeak of the prefents the Parifians 
made to the king, queen and duchefs of Touraine, 
who was but lately arrived in France from Lom- 
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bardy : fhe was called Valentine, and was daughtet 
to the duke of Milan. She had this year beea 
married to the duke of Touraine, and had never 
been in Paris before this public entry of the queen } 
the citizens, therefore, were bound to bid her 
welcome. 

About twelve o'clock, forty of the principal ci-" 
tizens of Paris, all uniformly dreffed, waited on 
the king at his hotel of Saint Pol, bringing a pre- 
fent they had difplayed through the ftreets of the 
town. Their gift was in a very richly worked lit* 
ter, borne by two ftrong men dreffed as favagesu 
This litter was covered with a tranfparent crape of 
filk, through which might be feen the magnificent 
things it contained. 

On their arrival, they advanced to the king's 
chamber (which was open and ready prepared to 
receive them, as their coming was known, and 
welcome is always made to thofe who bring gifts) j 
and, having placed the litter on treffels in the midft. 
of the apartment, they caft themfelves on their 
knees, and thus fpoke : " Moft beloved lord and 
king, your citizens of your good town of Paris 
prefent to you the plate that is contained in this 
litter, as tokens of their joy that you have taken 
the government of the kingdom into your own 
hands.' 

* Many thanks, my good people,' replied the 
king : ' they are fair and rich.' The citizens then 
rofe up, and, having taken leave of the king, with, 
drew. When they were gone, the king faid to fir 

William 
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William (Jes Bdrdes and to Monfaigu*, who w^reJ 
then prefent, * Let us go nearer, and examine what 
their gifts are/ They approached, and looked 
Into thfe litter. I will now mention what prefents 
it contained. 

Firft, there were four pots of gold, four fauceri 
to match, four golden falts, twelve cups of the 



* M. Levefque fays, that Charles owed his popularity to the 
^ife choice be had made of the under- mentioned miniflers. — 
La Riviere, who had deferved the friendfhip of the wifeft of 
ftiilgs: — Novianl, charged with the fuperintcndance of the 
finances, was of the order of nobility, though without fortune, 
-—and Montaigu, born in obfcurity, raifed himfelf by his ta- 
lents; — but, above all, the duke of Bourbon, who had pre- 
ferred his integrity, though he had been joined in the regency 
tjrith the dukes of Rt* rry and Burgundy. 

* This John de Montaigu, grand matter of the houfeholrf, 
Uni fuperintendant of the finances to Charles VI. was accufed 
of having robbed the king, and was condemned to be beheaded. 
This was done without the knig*s knowledge, at the inliigation 
of the duke of Burgundy and the* king nf Navarre. He was 
beheaded in the market-plaCc of Pari^, the 17th Oclober 1409, 
and his remains were carried to the gibbet at Montfaucon, 
where they remained hanging for nearly three years, fince his 
body was not taken down until the 17th September 1412, and 
carried to the convent of the Celeftins of Marcouffi, which he 
had founded. 

' Although he was executed without the knowledge of the 
king, he did not the lels allow the confifcation of his property, 
to be given to Louis, duke de (juienne, dauphin. 

* I was, however, informed by M, Perron, who has care- 
fully applied himfelf to learn the particulars of the life of this 
lord, tha! his property was rtftured to his heirs/ — MfiNA-- 
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fame, twelve porringers, and fix difhes of gold 
alfo: the whole weighed one hundred and fifty 
xnarcs. 

Another party of citizens, very handfomely 
equipped in uniforms of cloth, waited on the 
queen, and prefented her with a litter borne by 
two men dreffed, one as a bear, the other as a 
unicorn, which they placed in her chamber, and 
the citizens recommended their town and inhabit- 
ants to her proteftion. This prefent confifted of 
the model of a (hip in gold, two large flaggons of 
gold, two comfit boxes, two falts, fix cups, and 
as many faucers, all of gold : twelve lamps of fiU 
ver^ two filver bafins, two dozen of filver porriflr 
gers, the fame number of filver cups : the whole 
weight of gold and filver being three hundred 
marcs. 

The third prefent was carried, in like manner, 
to the chamber of the duchefs of Touraine, by 
two men reprefenting Moors, having their facej 
blackened, and richly dreffed with white turbans,- 
as if they had been Saracens or Tartars. This lit* 
ter was ornamented, and covered, like the others, 
with gauze, and accompanied by twelve citizens 
in uniforms, who prefented the duchefs with a fliip 
in gold,* a large flaggon of gold, two comfit boxes, 
two large difhes, and two falts, all of gold : fix 
jugs of filver, and two dozen cups and faucers of 
the fame: the whole weighing two hundred 
marcs. ^ 

The duchefs of Touraine was exceedingly pleafed 
with this prefent, as ihe had reafon, for it was very 

m.agni- 



magnificent, and returned handfomely her thanks 
to thofe who had brought it, and to the good city, 
of Paris that had given it to her. 

Such were the gifts made this Tuefday to the 
king and queen of France, and to the duchefs of 
Touraine. You may judge from them the libe- 
rality and riches of tlie Parifians j for it was af* 
fured me, the author of this hiflory, that all thcfe 
prefents which I faw had coft upwards of fixty. 
thoufand golden crowns. 

When thefe ceremonies were concluded, the 
hour for dinner arrived ; but this day the king and 
his court dined in private at their different hotels,; 
for at three o^clock the tournament was to take 
place in the fquare of Saint Catherine, where fcaf- 
folds had been erefted for the accommodation of 
the queen and the ladies. 

I will name the knights of this grand tourna- 
ment, who were ftvled the Knights of the Goldei} 
Sun, which, although it was that day the king of 
France's device, was borne by others, who tilted 
in hopes of gaining the prize. Thefe knights were 
thirty, including the king ; firft, the duke of Berry, 
the duke of Burgyndy, the duke of Bourbon, the 
count de la Marche, fir James de Bourbon his bro- 
ther, fir William de Namur, fir Oliver de Cliffon 
cohftable of France, fir John de Vienne, fir James 
de Vienne lord d'Efpaigny, fir Guy de la Trimou- 
llle, fir William de la Trimouille his brother, fir 
Philip de Bar^ the lord de Rochefort a Breton, the 
lord de Rais, the lordde Beaumanoir, fir John de 
Barbencon called the Ardenois, the halze of FlaxL^ 
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dert^ the lord de Torcy a Normahd, (ir John aej 
Carres, the lord de Nahtouillet, the lord de la 
Rochefoucault^ the lord de Garencieres^ (ir John 
de Harpedant^ the baron d'Ury, fir William Mar*^ 
del, fir Reginald de Roye^ fir GeoflFry de Carin^ 
fir Charles de Changiet and fir William de 
Lignac4 

All thefe knights were fumptuoufly dreffed, aiid 
each had on his fhield a fplendid fun. At three 
o'clock, they entered the fquare of St. Catherine^ 
'Where the queen had ali'eady arrived in a magnifi^ 
cent car, and the duchefles and other ladies in 
great (late, and taken their places on the feats pre- 
pared for themi The king of France next made 
his appearance completely equipped for tilting^ b£ 
which amufement he was very fondi 

The jufts now began^ and were carried on with 
Vigouir, for there were many' knights from foreign 
parts. Sir William de Hai^ault^ count d'Oftte- 
Vant, tilted right well, as did thofe knights who 
had accompanied him^ fuch ias the lord de Goiti- 
tnines^ fir John d*Andregin6s, the lord de Gantan, 
fir Anfel de TranflTegines and fir Clinquart de He- 
tinno^ , Every one performed his partj in honour 
of the ladies'; and the duke of Ireland tilted well: 
being then a refident at Faris^ the king had invited 
him to the tournament. A gerinan knight from 
beyond the Rhine, called fir Gervais de Mirande, 
gained great commendation^ 

The number of knights made it difficult to give 

It full ftroke, and the duft was fo trbublefome that 

it increafed their difficulti^^ The lord de Coucy 
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fhotit vnth britliancy^ The tilts were centinttedl 
without relaxation until night, when the ladies were 
conduced to their h6tels« 

The queen of France and her attendants were 
led back to the h6tel of St. Pol, where waa the 
mod magnificent banquet for the ladies ever heard 
of. The feaft and dancing lafted until fun-rife, and 
the prize of the tournament was given, with the 
afient of the ladies and heralds, to the king, m 
being the beflt tilter on the opponents' fide, and the 
prize for the hblders of the lifts was given to the 
halze de Flandres, baftard-4)rotb«r to the duchefo 
of Burgundy. 

On account of the complaints the knights made 
of the daft which had prevented many from ex« 
erting themfelves to the utmoft at the kte tournar^ 
ment, the king ordered the Ufts to be watered. — • 
Two hundred water-carriers were emplayed on the 
Wednefday to water the fquare^ but, notwkib' 
ftanding their efforts,, there was ftill a fufficieacf 
of duft. 

The count de St. Vc3l arrived tlus Wednefday 
ftraight from England, having made hafte to be 
prefent at thefe feafts, and had left fif John de 
Ch'^tel-morant to follow with the treaty of the 
truce. The count de St. Pol was kindly received 
by the king and his lords : his cotmtefs, who had 
been near the peribn of the queen at thelb feftivak^ 
was rejoiced at his arrivaL 

In the afternoon of the Wednefday, thirty 
fquires, who had bera in attendance the preeediog 
day, advanced to the Ufts where the toiumaQients 

had 
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had bden hdd, whither the ladies alfo came, in the 
Aime ftatCy and feated themfelves as before. The 
lilting was ably and vigoroully kept up until night, 
when the company returned to their homes. The 
banqoel this evening at the hotel de St. Pol was as 
grand as the preceding one, and the prize was ad« 
judged by the ladies and heralds to a fquire from 
Hainault, who had accompanied the count d'Of- 
trevant^ called John de Fhiron, as the mod de- 
ferving of the opponents, and to a fquire belong- 
ing to the duke of Burgundy^ called John de PouU 
ceres, for the beft of the tenants of the field. 

The tournament was continued on the Thurf- 
day, when knights and fquires tilted promifcuoufly, 
and many gallant jufts were done, for every one 
too^ pains to excel. Night put an end to it, and 
there was a grand entertainment again for the la- 
dies, at the hotel de St. Pol, when the prize for 
the opponents was given to fir Charles des Ar- 
moyes, and for the tenants, to a fquire attached to 
the queen, called Lons. 

Chi the Friday, the king feafted the ladies and 

damfels at dinner, which was very fplendid and 

plentiful. Towards the end of it, as* the king wa^ 

felted at table, with the duchefs of Berry, the; 

chefs of Burgundy, the duchefs of Tourair^ , 

countefs de Saint Pol, the lady of C^'^v 

1 • 1 11 firmed, en- 

many more, two knights, completer . 

tered the hall, (which wa§ very f^cious, havmg 

•been, as 1 have faid, ereded fr ^h^ ''^''f''''^nrf^ 
barded horfes, with lances Jr^eir hands.. Unp 

was fir Reginald de Roye,^e other fir ^^^^^^^^^ 
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the younger. Having tilted bravely for fome time, 
they were joined by fir William de Namur, fir 
Charles des Armoyes, the lord de Garencieres, the 
lord de Nantouiilet, fir John de Barben^n and fet 
^ veral others, who gallantly tilted for two hours be- 
fore the king and ladies ; and, when they had fuf- 
ficiently amufed them&lves, they returned tp their 
h6tels. 

The ladies and damfels took their leaye^ thi$ 
Friday, of the king and queen, as did fuch lord^ 
as pleafed, and returned to their homes. The king 
and queen thanked very gracioufly fuch a$ (qq^ 
)eave, for having come to this feaft. 
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energy, which is highly captivating. His style is uncommonly ex- 
cellent." Anti-Jacobin Review, Jan. 1806. 

« We arc highly gratified when we meet with a writef, who, to. 
a fund of profound and original thought, together withjust views of 
religion and of morals, joins the talent of recommending hisr ideas by 
the graces of imagination^ and the powers of eloquence. Such a 
writer we have the happiness of reviewing at present." 

EcLECTTG Review, Nov. 1805. 

** Almost every page indicates a mott than ordinary penetration 
into the springs of human nature, and a bold and original mode of 
thinking on all subjects. His style is vigorous. Readers of every 
class wiU find in the perusal of these volumes a rich store of enter, 
tainmem and instruction.''^ AnnoXL RtyfiW, i«os- 
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